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THE 


INTRODUCTION. 

T O introduce a work of this nature to the 
public, it (hould feem requifite to give 
fome account of the general defign; to 
point out, the feveral and refpeftive ufes, for which it 
is intended ; and the great advantages that may 
arife front reading of it with attention. 

The defign of the undertaking we may venture 
affirm, is more perfeft in tho kind, than the 
plan of any colIe<^ion of voyages and travels hi* 
therto publifhed: They either treat of particular 
countries, are too voluminous and expenfive; or 
not methodically difpofed; whereas this includes 
all, and is digefted in the beft order which can 
poffibly be invented. 

Here the Reader will find a complete fyftem of 
relations, drawn up by eye-witnefles, with ne- 
ceflary remarks upon the yalidity of each ; the 
merit of thefe accounts; their errors and defici¬ 
encies ; the means by which they have been cor¬ 
rected and fupplied by others i alfo fee, how far 
the moderns have improved the difcoveries of for¬ 
mer ages V how the fpirk of induftry in extending 
commerce, has ranged from kingdom to kingdom, 
now fixing its refidence in one nation, then in a- 
nother. Here he will find all the voluminous col¬ 
lections of different voyages, and travels, reduced 
within a reafonable compafs, and at the fame 
time, proper care taken to preferve the fpirit and 
fubftance of thofe relations ; when the fuperfiuouB 
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iv ^he Introduction. 

and unneceflary parts arc thrown afidc, and difrc- 
vgarded. Here the reader will have the pleafure of 
perufing all. the moft authentic European writers 
on thefe* fubjedfe, namely, Hackluit^ Purchafs, 
Churchill, Harris^ Gi'eenjftc. in Englifli; Theve- 
)iot, Labat, Abbe Provoft, &c. in French j Ala- 
niandini, Carreri, Ramufio, &c. in Italian; Co- 
'real, Oviedo, Herrera, &c. in Spanilh ; MafFeus, 
Grynseus, DeBr}^, &c. in Latin ; with the voy- 
^ ;iges under dire£lioii of the Portuguefe and Eaft- 
India company in Holland 5 all which, he fees at 
’lone view, and is hereby enabled to make as ready 
ufe of above five hundred volumes, as if he only 
^ut himfelf to the trouble of taking down that ve¬ 
ry author he intended to perufe; he may alA5 
cbferve that what relates to ufeful points in gene- 
*ral, is here ckarty fet forth, explained, and in- 
fiftcd upon ; and enough preferved of the live^^, 
fortunes, gnd particular adventures of the moft 
eminent perfons, to gratify his ouriofityj without 
leading him a wild-goofe chafe, after matters of 
*littlc confcquence, and of no manner of Service to 
the public. 

We may rcafonably offer Something further in 
behalf of this defign; which is of no fmall impor¬ 
tance to the community. All the moft eminent 
pbilofophers among the ancients; as well as the 
ijeft judges among the moderns, are clearly a- 
greed, that ufeful and univerfal feienefe is the moft 
likely to be attained, by vifiting diftant nations, 
and feeing the world. For this reafon, travel in 
rhefe days is become a part of education, as it ex- 
perime?n6ally inftruftst thofe gentlemen, who have 
gained as much previous knowledge, as they were 
capable of retaining from the perufal of the clailks ; 
but this being a privilege peculiar, made the lot 
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of a few, and of fuch only as have it in their 
power to indulge the emanations of the mind, by 
adding experience to what they were taught in the 
fchools; while the far greater part of mankind, 
are difable’d from this accomplifhment, tho" they 
ftand altogether in as much need of the fame 
knowledge: we have in this fcheme contrived 
matters fo, that they who move in a lower orb, 
whofe circumftances* are cramped, and run coun¬ 
ter to their inclinations, may improve in this fort 
of ufeful knowledge at a trifling expence, by tra¬ 
velling upon paper, and go into what company, 
and whither the fancy leads them, without the 
leaft difficulty, danger, or inconvenience; thro* 
all points of the world. 

In order to do this more effedually, our de- 
fign it not only to convey all the inftru£tion we 
polfibly can ; but alfo to convey it in the eafiefl: 
and plaineft manner, defiring to adapt it to 
the meaneft capacities, and make knowledge as 
familiar as poffible j which plainly* (hews how 
much depends upon the judgment and care of the 
compiler, who, on the one hand, is to furnifh 
fuch materials, as may entertain, and delight; 
and on the other, to communicate fuch only, as 
may contribute to the reader’s profit and improve¬ 
ment : But as in travelling it is neceffary, that the 
perfon who goes in fcarch of more wifdom Ihould 
carry with him a tin£Iure of the fciences ; fo in 
perufing of voyages, there are certain things to be 
firft underftood, before the reft can be read with 
pleafure, or advantage. 

It is no uncommon thing in books of this nature, 
to take if for granted, that he who reads it, is as 
well (killed as he who writes, in the feveral branches 
of fcience, fteceiTary to be known, in order to a true 

A J com- 


Digitized by vjOOQIC 



Vi ^be Introduction. 

comprehenfion of the performance : But we rather 
chufe, within the compafs of this introdudfion, to 
explain the meaning of fuch terms as are made ufe 
of in the compofition of the treatife, that the com¬ 
mon reader may be enabled cheerftjly to proceed, 
and we may remain free from the danger of being 
mifeonftrued. Know therefore, that Cofmography 
is that fcicnce which deferibes this globe, and the 
other parts of the folar fyftem ; .Geography teaches 
the knowledge of the earth; and Hydrography that 
' of the water. 

The chief thing in Geography is to give a 
thorough knowledge of the relation, which any 
empire, kingdom, city, &c. hath to any other 
place, or to the world ; which knowledge, could 
never have been acquired, if a method had not been 
difcGvered, to mark every particular point upon the 
globe, fo that it might be certainly found without 
any difficulty. This is done by knowing the 
longitude and latitude of places, without a clear 
underftanding of which, it is impoffible for the 
reader readily to comprehend the defeription of any 
country; and as the making this matter obvious 
to an ordinary capacity, concerns our undertaking 
in the higheft degree; we (hall in this place not 
only (hew how to find the longitude and latitude 
on maps; but make the ufe of it (b plain, that 
they may be able from thence, to know how all 
parts of the world lie from their latitude; and 
“their longitude being known, which is the grand 
thing aimed at, the bare perwfal of this work with 
attention, may make a perfeft geographer, without 
' farther trouble. 

The latitude of any city, &c. is its diftance from 
the equator, which is reckoned on the meridian, 
and as every circle is fuppofed to be divided into 
. - 36p% 
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Introduction. vii 

360% 10' a fourth part of the meridian is and 
mull neceffarily be indu(Jed between the equator 
and either of the poles } now from hence arifes the 
difference between north and fouth latitude: The 
number of degrees counted on the meridian from 
the equator towards the arctic pole, being called 
north latitude; for which reafon, London is faid to 
lie in 51®. 32'. north, and on the other hand, the 
number of degrees counted on the meridian to¬ 
wards the antarctic, is friled fouth, and thusLima^ 
capital of Peru, lios in lao® 6' fouth. 

Now by knowing the latitude of a place, we 
Jenow its diftan^ from the equator, and from 
both poles; but it being very evident that this 
knowledge, doth not point out to us, the part of the 
globe in which it lies; becaufe numerous places 
are fituated at the faine diflance from the equa¬ 
tor ; or in the fame degree of latitude, we muft 
have rccourfe to fome other means of diftin£lion, 
and this is ililed the longitude, which is reckoned 
_upon the equator itfeif from a frrll meridian. Here 
.in England w.c generally reckon the city of Lon- 
.don the hril meridian, and inftead of couhtkig as 
ancients did, from weft to eaft, we reckon 
both ways. For example, we Oxford lies in 
the longitude of 1° 17' weft from London, whereas 
the city of Warfaw in Poland, lies in the longitudcof 
of 20° 55' eaft from London. In like manner the 
French geographers reckon their longitude from Paris. 
Having thus far explained the meaning of thefc 
terms with regard to their ufe, wc; psefume the 
reader can never be in danger of falling into mif- 
akes on that account . 

* For a fuller account of geography, fee Salmon’s 
Geographical Grammar, and Harris’s Ufe of the 
■ Globes. * ‘ " 

Again, 
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Again, the different temper of air, and the 
different length of days, in the feveral parts of the 
globe, have occafioned the diftinftions of zones 
and climates, which are alfo of great ufe. The 
term ^one, fignifies no more than a girdle, and 
the feveral zones are diftinguifhed by circles, 
that pafs round the earth ; of which the geogra¬ 
phers reckon five, viz. the torrid zone, the. north 
temperate zone, the fouth temperate zone, the 
north frigid zone, and the fouth frigid zone. 
The torrid zone is that part of the terreftrial 
gfobe, which lies between the two tropics; the 
north temperate zone lies between the tropic of 
Cancer and the ardic circle ; the fouth temperate 
zone lies between the tropic of Capricorn, and 
the antarftic circle *, the north frigid zone lies 
within the ardlic circle j and the fouth frigid zone 
within the antardlic circle. 

The ancients reckoned but feven climates ; but 
the moderns have correfted this error, and car¬ 
ried the diftance of climates to its utmoft perfec¬ 
tion : they reckon twenty four between the equa¬ 
tor and the arftic polar circle, each of which in- 
creafes by half an hour in the iongeft day. Now, 
as the Iongeft day under the line confifts but of 
twelve hours, it is evident that in the twenty- 
fourth climate, or under the polar circle, the 
Iongeft day muft confift of twenty-four hours: 
.from hence to the pole they reckon but fix,-each 
of which differ in the length of the Iongeft day a 
month ; fo that if the globe was habitable under 
the pole, the day and the night would be of the 
fame length, and each confift of fix months. 
By this diftineftion of climates, the reader is ena¬ 
bled to judge, how far one country is preferable 
to another, in r^rd to the produ<fts and com¬ 
modities 
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moditles, with a multitude of other curious parti* 
cuJars, which muft inunediately occur to every 
man of a iolerahk capacity: pay, a fmall degree of 
diligence will conquer all thc& difficuities, and 
open fuch a &eld of, knowledge, as muft ne^a* 
rily attradl the mind of the genecous and inqiti* 
htive. But, perhaps, it may not here he amiis to 
give an eafy rule to find the ^climate, in which 
any place lies, without the aififtance of globes 
or tables; it is as follows ; fuhftrafi twelve hours 
from the longeft day^ and double the cemainder, 
it will give the ciimate die place is tm Thefe 
are the cliinaces diftiaguiAied by days; there are 
fix other northern climates^ wditch are dtftm^Uh- 
ed by months the knowledge of which is of little 
confequeDOs : the (reader wSI fixm enter into the 
texteat of ah their tiles, and apply them with plea* 
fitre in the perulal of this wo^. 

Thus mudh:may herfuftcienton this bead. We 
proceed to ftew how -meperienqe has, by degrees, 
made aU nations iinifibte of the hnpoitanoe M 
trade; and to <obleira with how mn^ ardour it 
is puifued, in ;eireiy tcorner of the Euse^an world ; 
and if according to thefn'e^ent fyftem, jthe fiaurce of 
. power is wealth, and d;iati»iiiiot poffihly kie attained 
tyithout a firi£l attention to commerce j whoever 
would have a true notion of the influence of any 
people or goveenment mull be. well acquainted 
with their character, and circumftances * in regard 
to commerce, and yet almoft all the Wfiters, who 
have undertaken to give an account .of tHfc pre- 
fent fiate of kingdoms and commonwealtfas^ have 
been very negledful in this point, the knowledge 
of which, is of much more« itnportance, than 
many'of thofe trifling particulars, for which tliey 
are too apt tp value themielves. . To fiipply this 

defeft. 
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defeil, we have furniflied neceflary materials, for 
the proper application of which, in order to extraft 
from this collection, a general hiftory of trade, we 
fliall here lay down fuch rules, as we are fully 
perfuaded, will appear both ufeful and agreeable; 
being what the nature of commerce in general 
points out. Firft, we mull carefully enquire what 
are the natural commodities of the country, whofe 
trade we are about to confider j the value and de¬ 
mand for fuch commodities in other parts, and the 
manner in which they are difpofed of by the natives. 
This done \ we are to enumerate their manufac¬ 
tures, obferving whether they are employed in 
commodities of their own growth, or in fuch as 
are imported from abroad; ftriftly to examine 
into the number of bands employed, the nature of 
their employments, and the advantages, which 
their induftry affords either to themfelves in par¬ 
ticular, or to the nation in general. The third 
thing to be enquired after, is, the fea ports, 
hart^urs of the country to which we trade ; and 
the convenience and inconvenience of each, in 
point of fftuatlon. The fourth head leads us to 
confider the number of feamen employed herein, 
on which the wealth and power of a nation, in a 
great meafure depends. The laft point to be 
confidered is that of colonies and plantations ; with 
refpeCk to which, we are taught to examine, how 
far they contribute to the advantage of their mo- 
ther-ftate, the true ufe of colonies being to feed 
and Aipport that government from whence they 
are derived. Thus much for the trading part of 
the work. We next proceed to fliew the origi¬ 
nal foundation of the government of every nation, 
and the fiibfequent changes that have happened in 
them; tbe&are the flibj^of their general hiftory; 

- thaa 
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than which, there cannot be a more iifcful., or 
pleafant ftudy : but as this requires much labour; 
to attain, with any great degree of perfeflion, we 
lhall treat of the ancient hiftory fo concifely, as 
to connedt it with, but leave the moft room for 
the modern ; being of opinion, that it is of more 
advantage to the prefent age, to be perfectly ac¬ 
quainted with the tranfa£fions which hav^ oc- 
cured within the laft century ; than with what 
w^ done a thoufand years ago. 

With this view, we have in the following work 
fpared no pains, to fet forth the prefeiit ftate and con¬ 
dition of all the trading companies in Europe, fo as 
to render it not only as ufeful, and perfcft aspoffible ; 
but alfo by carefully digefting therein all that has 
hitherto been publiflied of fuperior merit, it is to 
be hoped, that fuch as are polTefled of this, need 
never be under the neceifity of purchafing any 
other colle£lion, falling within the fame fpace of 
time; or, of having recourfe to other books for 
inftruftion, with regard to the difcoveries and dc- 
fcriptions of countries. 

As to the properties and phaenomena of the 
loadftone, by the help of which modern navigation 
is rendered fo much fuperior to that of the ancients 
both in its accuracy, and Extent; we (hall refer 
the reader to that admirable difcourfe of the late 
learned and ingenious Dr. Hailey on this fubjedi; 
which has done great honour to the nation, and 
fully fupported that character, which it had be¬ 
fore attained, of having done more, in refpefl to 
magnetical difcoveries, than any other nation in 
Europe: And if once a method be found to cfta- 
blifh a certain knowledge of the period of the vari¬ 
ation of the needle, the eafieft way of difcovering 
the longitude will be found; which is, of all 

others, 
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others, the thing we moft watit towards Gompleat- 
ia^hc fcience of navigation. 

This however we carl never hope, till the 
princes of Europe lay afide their animofities, and 
unite in the generous, and pious intention of pro¬ 
moting the common advantage of ail their fubjeiSls, 
by encouraging the ftudy of thofe Sciences, 
which whe nperfeftly underftood, would open a way 
to many latent branches of commerce that might 
make the inhabitants of their refpeftive dominions, 
both rich, and happy. When ever this true and 
laudable ambition fhall be enthroned, and that falfe’ 
ambition which now rules them, fubfide, we may 
expenSl to fee fuch great events, and another golden 
agereftored. 

But we can never expert this, till fuch time, as 
the minds of fome men, are, in fome degree, cured 
of certain prejudices, which too generally pre- 
Vail ; For example, can rt be poffible for any na¬ 
tion vetted with the power of improving commerce 
and imriticne force, to be fo infatuated as to ima¬ 
gine that any thing clfe is more worthy her care 
and regard? No, furely, we will venture to aflert, 
that cxtenfivc commerce is the one thing neceffa- 
ry in politics, which if purfued with fpirit and 
diligence, all things elfo will be added unto us: It 
is ridiculous for foch a nation to complain, that 
her manufaSures decay, her people are idle, and 
her poor increafe,. or that her condition gro^vs 
worfc and worfe \ becaufe it is in her own power 
to remedy all thefe grievances, by confulting her 
own intcreft, and carefully applying to that one 
thing, which, if weQ attended to, mutt certainly 
ibon cure them all. 

For a nation, like a private family, changes its 
condition and recovers from the prettures it formerly 
# laboured 
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laboured under, by prudent oeconomy, and in- 
duftry rigHtly applied : by induftry with regard to 
a ftate, we would be underftood to mean a ftrifl: 
application to trade and commerce, as in private 
life, we mean a willing application to bufincG ; for 
both in public and private life, people may be in- 
duftrious, that is eager, diligent, and a£live, not 
only to no purpofe, but to mifehievous purpofes. 
For inftance, theufurer takes as much pains to ac¬ 
quire money, as the fair trader; but with this dif¬ 
ference; the richer he grows, the worfe he dc- 
ferves ; ftiould it be afked, for what reafon he dc- 
ferves ill ? We anfwer, becaufe he feeks wealth 
in a way, which tho’ ufeful to himfelf, is dc- 
ftru£live to his neighbours; and prejudicial to the 
public : for if money can beget money, and men 
can grow rich by watching the neceffity of ftates, 
&c- the idle will at length eat the bread of the in- 
duftrious. 

It remains we fhould fay fomething concerning 
the method in which thefe voyages and travels are 
digefted ; and it is but juftice to own, we have in 
this point, very nearly purfued the fame plan as is 
laid down by the ingenious Dr. Harris, which we 
think is fo natural, plain, and eafy, that it is im- 
poflible the reader Should be miftaken. In the 
firft place, as the tour of the world is one of the 
fublimeft enter prizes within the compafs of human 
ability, we give an account, in order of time, of the 
moft remarkable voyages that have been made 
round the globe, which afford a fpacious field for 
many ufeful and curious obfervations. We then 
proceed to a diftinft recital of the voyages made by 
the Portuguefe for difeovering and fettling the com¬ 
merce of the Eaft and Weft-Indies; without which 
the'following relations could not be fo eafily com- 
B prehended. 
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prehended. We go on with the common divifion 
of the globe, beginning with the voyages that have 
been made to Greenland, and continue to recite 
all that has been obferved in the northern parts of 
Europe, and lo thro’ the middle, fouthern, and 
eaftern countries, to the borders of Afia. Then 
Ve proceed to give an account of that part of the 
world, as well of its maritime coafts as inland pro¬ 
vinces. The fame care is taken with regard to 
Africa, and therein the trade upon its feveral 
coafts is confidered, with the manner in which 
it was formerly, and at prefent is, divided, among 
the European nations. Laftly, we purfue the fame 
method with repe<ft to America, (hewing its firft 
difcovery, fubfequcnt fettlement, prefent condition, 
the commerce and importance of the Spanilh, 
‘Englifti, Portuguefe, French, Dutch and Danifti 
colonies in that country, and aft thar can be known, 
with any certainty, of thofe Indian nations, which 
have not yet been conquered. No more. Read, 
improve, and be delighted. 
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Voyages and Travels. 


HAT the ancient fages, though very 
juftly denpminated the Fathers of Sci¬ 
ence, had no perfect knowledge of the 
terraqueous globe, is a truth, which 
may be incon^eftably proved: this 
wonderful difcovery, with the bring¬ 
ing navigation almoft to perfection, 
were rcferved for the glory of the moderns, and are 
intirely owing to their ^perior fldll in the mathemati¬ 
cal fciences. 

Many reafohs may be produced, to prove the an¬ 
cients were abfolutely incapable of making any con- 
liderable difcoveries at fea ; but particularly the three 
following: i. They had no true notion of the form, 
or figure of the earth. 2. They knew very little 
of the practical part of aftronomy: and 3. They could 
make no long voyages, being ignorant of the won¬ 
derful properties of the loadftone. 

With regard to the figure of the earth, all their 
learned men differed in opinion : from this variety of 
fentiment, they were unable to draw any juft conclu- 
fions, with refpeCl to the parts of the globe, which 
were then unknown, or of the manner of making any 
further difcovery. 

B 2 They 
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Voyages of 

They were at a great lofs like wife, with regard ta 
their ignorance of the practical part of aftronomy. 
Hipparchus, who lived about one hundred and fifty 
years before Chrift, was the firll who made any re¬ 
gular calculation of the fixed fiars, and his tables were 
correded by the famous Ptolemy three hundred years 
after: thefe tho’ very erroneous continued in ufe for 
many centuries, and W'ere at length, in part, redli- 
fied by Tycho Brahe, wlio flourifhcd about one hun¬ 
dred and fifty years ago, without the help of the 
telefcopc, and yet thefe tables have not been found i 
to err above two minutes. 

But the greatell imperfedlion of ancient navigation, 
was their not knowing how to find, in any place, the 
four cardinal points, and the intermediate ones, as 
they became neccffary, without which,knowledge they 
could not poflibly make any long voyages: for this" 
reafon they never durll venture into the main ocean, 
and therefore it is not to be wondered at, that Ame¬ 
rica was to them unknown. Now, thefe defers arc 
all remeclied, and numerous other advantages gained, 
by the properties inherent to the loadftjone,^Qf turniQ^ 
its poles to the north and fouth; fo that our mariners 
fleer with courage and certainty ; defpife the old me¬ 
thod of coafting, and fly to the remoteft parts of the 
earth by the neareft road imaginable. By this af- 
fiftant, the Portuguefe made vaft difcovcries towards 
the Eaft in the fifteenth century, which gave birth to 
that feries of voyages and travels, by which the globe 
and all its parts, has been found out, and reprefented 
to us: from whence it is evident, that the whole is 
inhabited; and that the produce of the torrid and 
frigid zones are more valuable than thole of the tem¬ 
perate. 

In treating, of the bold adventurers, to whom we. 
ftand indebted for thefe difcovcries, it is but juft that 
we fhould give the preference to the circuih-navigators: 
in order to this we fhall fir ft take notice of that illuf- 
trious Genoefe, who framed an idea of the poftibility 
of the thing, and proved by a prior attempt, that it 

was 
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1485- Chrijlopher Columbus. 3 

was not only poflible, but pradlicable; who in fpitc 
of the many prejudices which were raifed againft it, 
undertook to put that great defign into execution, 
which he had not the felicity to perform. 


CHAP. II. 

7%e voyages of Don Chrijlopher Columbus. 

C HRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, whomthe 
Spaniards call Colon, was born of an ancient 
family in the territory of the ftate of Genoa. He had 
an early inclination for the fea, began to make a great 
progrefs in the art of navigation, to enter into trade, 
and to draw charts, when he was very young. The 
fame of the.Portuguefe, for their great (kill in maritime 
affairs, drew him into that kingdom, where he married, 
fettled, and traded to Guiney. During his whole 
life he bore the charadler of a man, fober, ftudious, 
and devout, and it is very probable, that his Uriel ap¬ 
plication to the mathematics, and the numerous rela> 
tions he had heard from fea-faring perfons, prompted 
him to think of making new difeoveries. 

Tho’ he did great Tervices to the Spaniards, yet 
they envied his reputation, becaufe he was of ano¬ 
ther country, and raifed a number of flories to his 
prejudice, with delign to make the world believe, that 
the glory of his enterprize was due to their ow n nation; 
but as all thefe tales have been proved fufRciently fa¬ 
bulous, we (hall not trouble our readers with fuch ufe- 
lefs repetitions. 

The truth is this; Columbus imagining that the 
£gure of the earth was fpherical, thought it probable^ 
that the quantity of land on one fide, mufl neceflarily 
require an equal balance of earth on the other; that 
the Portuguefe having already difeovered a large con¬ 
tinent by failing eaftwards, it appeared to him evident, 
that there lay as much land undifeovered on the oppo- 
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4 T^he Voyages of 1485. 

fite fide, of which he had the greater certainty; it 
having been obferved in the Cape de Verde iflands, 
that the winds, for a ftated feafon, blew always from 
the well, which he judged muft be owing to a great 
quantity of land on the other fide. From hence it 
appears to us plain, that his defign was to fail round 
the world; and it is for this reafon we place him 
among the circum-navigators, for tho’ he did not fur- 
round, the globe, he was, as far as we can learn, the 
firft who thought it prafticable, and paved out the 
way, by which it was effefted. He firft propofed his 
fcheme to the ftatc of Genoa, where it was reje£ied ; 
then to John II. king of Portugal, in whofe dominions 
he refided. Here commiftioners were ordered to treat 
with him, who after having drawn from him all thejr 
could, advifed his majeftv to fit out a (hip, .and try if 
the thing was pradlicabfe; hereby to rob Columbus 
of the honour, and profit, arifing froni the difeovery. 
This ftratagem failing, thro' the want of courage, or 
(kill in the perfons employed, and Columbus being 
apprifed of their intention, was highly incenfed, in- 
fomuch, as when the king would have treated with 
him a fecond time, he refufed his propofal, and de¬ 
termined to make application to other powers. 

In the fame year i48i;, Columbus having inftrufted 
his brother Bartholomew in his intended fcheme, he 
difpatchcd hiih to Henry VII. then king of England, 
who was juftly efteemed one of the wifeft princes of 
the known world, in gteat expe£lation, that he would 
readily accept of a propofal, which manifeftly tended 
to his advantage ; and in the mean while he embarked 
for Spain on the fame errand. Bartholomew felllnto 
the hands of pirates, who plundered him of all his 
money and effedts. On his arrival in England he fell 
ill of a fever, and was fopported by charity. Wheii 
he recovered from this indifpofition, he applied him- 
felf to the making of maps, and by the fale of them, 
raifed money enough to put himfelf into a condition 
to appear before the king in 1488. His majefty was 
pleafed to receive him Kindly, and adtually entered 

into 
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into an agreement with him, in the hanie, and on thd 
behalf of his brother Chriftopher. By virtue of this 
agreement,*^ it fhould feem that our title to the new 
world is prior to that of Spain: but more of this here¬ 
after. We now proceed to the llory of Columbus. 

On his arrival in Spain, he firil communicated his 
defign to Don Alonfo Pinion, the bcft 'pilot in that 
kingdom ; who convinced by the force of his reason¬ 
ing, agreed to go with him, iii cafe he brought it to 
bear. He next addre/Ted himfelf to Juan Perez, si 
Francifcan friar, famed for his ikill in cofihography, to 
whofe indefatigable zeal, he was indebted for the fuc- 
cefs he met with at this court Perez introduced him 
to two of the moft potent nobles in Spain, namely^ 
the duke of Medina Sidonia, aud the dulce of Medina 
Celi, who, if fatisfied witli his propofal, were able to 
employ him on their own account; but he being an 
Italian projector, they would not comply with his de¬ 
fires, nor undertake the'expedition at their own ex¬ 
pence. However they fliewed him great refpefl, and 
countenanced his application to their catholiclc majef- 
ties. In this attempt, he was again afiified by his old 
friend Juan Perez, who furniflied him with recommen¬ 
datory letters to the queen’s confeflbr, called Ferdinand 
of Talavera, a friar of great knowledge, and honefty^ 
who had the ear of their majefties to a high degree,, 
by whom he was treated, more like a friend, than n 
flranger; for he never ceafed folicitkig their majefties 
in favour of his fcheme, till it was put into execution. 

Columbus began his negotiations with their catholic 
majefties in i486, by prefenting a petition, fetdng forth 
(he nature of his defign; the advantages that Would 
arife from it, and the reward he exp^ed, if it was 
crowned with fuccefs. The fingularity of the projeft, 
joined to the mean appearance of the projedor, whole 
circumftances were diftrefied, prevented his meeting 
at firft with that encouragement which he expeded. 
However he ftill continued his applications, and at 
length procured feme, who were near the king’s per- 
fon, to prefent his maiefty with a treadle, wherein his 
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6 The Voyages of 1492. 

fcheme’ was more largely explained; but /this alfa 
proved of little effect. Some thinking men at lad, be¬ 
gan to entertain a better opinion of Columbus’s de^ 
ign : amongft thefe was Don Alphonfo Quintaniglia, 
auditor of the revenue, who fupplied him with money^ 
and entertained him at his own table. He advifed him 
to remain about the court, noewithftanding the many 
infults he had there met with; tho’ it is certain this 
ufage afFe<ded him to fuch a degree, that he twice ^de¬ 
termined to leave the kingdom; the hrft time, to go to 
England, to fee how his brother Bartholomew had fuc- 
ceeded j and the lad, to make a tender of his propo- 
fals to the king of France. But his friend the auditor, 
with great difficulty, prevailed upon him to day, on 
promil'e of introducing him to Don Pedro di Gonfales 
di Mendoza, cardinal archbilhop of Toledo. Here¬ 
upon his adair began to take another turn ; and queen 
Ifabella warmly adhered tp his intered. Two obda- 
cles dill remained. The fird was, how to raife money 
to defray the charges of this voyage, the king’s trea- 
fures being nearexhauded : but this difficulty was foon 
removed by Don Lewis di St. Angelo, an officer of 
the revenue, who offered to advance the greated part 
of the money. The other, was Columbus’s demands, 
which were thought exorbitant. He infided upon be¬ 
ing made viceroy of the countries, and admiral of 
the feas, he fhould difeover : alfo to have the tenth of 
the clear profit, which fhould accrue to the crown of 
Spain from his labour ; thefe were at lad granted, and 
the articles of agreement figned, at the little town of 
Santa Fe, in the kingdom ox Granada, April 17, 14^2, 
This done, Columbus had three veffels affigned him : 
fird, the Admiral, which before he bad her, was called 
the Gallega, and by him chridened the Santa Maria, 
a fhip with a deck : the fecond, called the Pinta, com¬ 
manded by captain Martin Alonfo Pin9on : the third 
was named Ninna, of which. Vifeonti Yannez Pinion 
was captain, who advanced one half of Columbus’s 
(hare of the expence, and was to be a fourth of the 
whole. The two lad, were veffels without decks, and 

all 
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all of them carried no more than 120 men. About 
the latter end of July all things being ready^ Colum¬ 
bus, went to Palos, and embarked on board the admi¬ 
ral of his little fleet. Having a fair wind, he put to 
fea on Friday, Aug. 1492. The next day the rud¬ 
der of the Pinta got foofe, which they made fall with 
cords, but could not preferve it long, fo they put into 
port. The Teamen would have interpreted this as an 
ill omen; but Columbus put it off, by telling them, 
“ No omen could be ill, where the dengn was good.** 
He took great pains alfo to inlbrudl them in navigation, 
and to infil in them right notions of his undertaking, 
in order to cheer ujp their fpirits. 

On the 1 ilh they ^arrived near the Canaries and taf- 
ried .at the ifle of Goihera till September 6, to refrefli 
themfelves, then (ailed, tho’ with fome fear, the Por- 
tuguefe, having fitted ouf three caravals,‘ or veflels with¬ 
out decks to t^e them. September 7, they loft fight' 
of land,. and with that their courage likewife. Coluoi-* 
bus gave them afl the co'nfplaribh in his power, and to dd 
it more effectually he cheated them in the reckoning. Be¬ 
ing fepfible he had cowards tddeal with,' he wifely niade' 
u(e of this arrifice. On the 14th,' thCy firftbbferVed th^ 
variation of the compafs. On the i 6ih theiy'fa# 
and herbs fwimming on the furfabe of the water, ah<F 
eraishop^rs alive upon them, which' chafdd them tcf 
believe they (hbuld foon fee dry land again. The fame 
prefages continued the 19th and 20th. All this time^ 
the wind was favourable: But September 2, it tiifrtCd' 
S. W. and the faint-hearted Spani^ds, began fdrely tp 
repent of vehturirig fo far from home. They firft blain-' 
cd Columbus for bringing them thither, nor did* thfe/ 
fpare the king arid queen in riieir fury, ris perforii tod' 
eafy, and credulous, in facrificing them to the wiltP 
notions of a Genoele. Nay, they tb\d CblumbuS in pliin 
words, that if he did not tack about, and make the bclf 
of his way home, he ftiould go bvefboard immediately f 
for they were rcfolved to fhift foi* themfelves as v^ell 2£ 
they could, and truft to providence. The admitat 
anfvvered thefe infolent threats of the rabble, with foft 

words. 
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§ The Voyages of 1492. 

wordst and fair promifes of great rewards, on condi- 
tion, they would have a little more patience. But tho’ ^ 
he made (hift to amufe them for fome time, by crying 
out land; yet that calm was Toon fucceeded by a more 
violent ftorm than before, to appeafe which, Columbus 
was obliged to promife them to return home, if they 
did not difcover land in three days. . 

Towards the evening of the firft of thofe days he , 
obferved by the fun fetting that they were near land,. ; 
hereupon they fhortened their fails, the very fame night, J 
faw light; and about two o’clock next morning, Don ^ 

Rodrigo di Triana, one of the Ihip’s crew, difcovered | 

land on the I ith of Odober, 1492, which they found 
to be an ifland of ic leagues circumference, and one of | 
the Lucayas, called by them San Salvador, about 950 
leagues from the Canaries. They went on (hore, fung ^ 
Te Deurn. and took polTeffion of the place, in the ^ 
name of king Ferdinand, and queen. Ifabella. The 
natives were furprifed at the fight of fuch ftrange people, 
and much more at their Ihips, which they believed to 
be great living creatures. The Spaniards gave them | 
caps, beads, and other toys, for which they paid 
themfelves in things of a greater value. Thefe na-, ‘ 
lives were naked, of a micWle fize, and well-propor¬ 
tioned ; their natural complexion was olive, but paint¬ 
ed over with other colours, according to their fancies.. 
They knew not the ufe of iron, nor the make of wea¬ 
pons, but innocently laid their hands on the edges of the 
Spaniards fwords. The ifland abounded with parrots, 
and they fcarce faw any other creatures. They told 
the Spaniards that they trucked for cotton yarn, and 
that the gold, rings, which they wore in their noftrils, 
came from the fouth, where they would find a prince, 
whofe fubjedls had plenty thereof, 

Odlober 15, they went to another ifland, which they 
called Santa Maria de la Conception. The 17th, they 
went to Ferdinanda, where the women wore only 
fliort cotton coats, to cover their nakednefs. After 
this, they came to another ifland which they named 
Jfabella, of which, as of all the reft, they took folemn 

pofTeflion j 
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I45j. Chriftopher Columbus. g 

pofTeiTion; behaving juftly to the inhabitants. From 
hence they failed to Cuba, which the Indians told 
them aiForded gold, pearl, and other rich commodities. 
Here Columbus fent two Spaniards with two Indians to 
fearch the country, w'ho coming to a tow n of about 50 
houfes, the fimple natives honoured them with incenfe, 
as if they had been deities. Here they faw cotton 

f row, with feveral kinds of ftrange birds, and trees; 

ut what the Spaniards moft minded, was the gold 
which they faw in the Indian’s nofes, about which they 
were very inquifitive. The Indians honeftly anfw ered, 
Cubanacan, which fignifies, that they had it out of the 
midft of Cuba. The Spaniards thinking that by the 
word Can, they had talked of the great chan of 
Cathay, Alonfo Pin9on left Columbus, and went him-, 
felf in feach of Hifpaniola, which was then by the 
natives called Hayti. He took from hence a woman, 
born in the ifland, and treating her well, (he became a 
ferviceable agent on their behalf; infomuch, as by 
her means, there was, at length, a good correfpond- 
ence fettled between the Indians and Spaniards here, 
the king inviting Columbus to come on Ihore. Here¬ 
upon a fort was Duilt upon this ifland, to maintain the 
Spanifh title thereto, and 38 foldiers left in garrifon : 
after this, Columbus prepared all things neceffar}' to re¬ 
turn home, defiring the men whom, he left in the fort 
to carry it civilly to the Indians, and their king. Wed- 
nefday January 17, he failed from Cuba, and tho’ he 
met with bad weather in his pafTage, arrived at the 
port of St. Mary, one of the Azores on February 15, 
1493. Soon after he returned to Spain, where he was 
kindly received by the king and queen ; who made him 
fit down in their prefence, the greateft honour a fubjedt 
can receive in Spain. The fuccefs of this voyage, en¬ 
gaged; their catholic majefties to fend him back in the 
autumn of the fame year, with, a fquadron of 18 fail, 
with which he made further difeoveries, and which ferved 
to confirm his opinion, that the couhtries he before had 
difeovered, were iflands on the other fide of the* conti¬ 
nent; to which >the Portuguefe traded; and' this it was, 

that 
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that determined him, to give them the name of the 
Weft Indies. But in his third voyage he gained feme 
knowledge of tlie continent, and being informed, there 
was a Tea on the other fide, h^ owned his miftake, and 
declared, that he had really found a new pafTage to the 
Eaft Indies. This was a manifeft proof of his great fa- 
gacity, and fully juftihes our placing him at the head of 
thecircum-navigators; for the ingenious Mr. Boyle, with 
good reafon obferves, that we are little lefs indebted to 
Columbus for the difeoveries made after his death, than 
for thofe made by him while living; fince they all 
were the improvements of that doflnne, which he firft 
devifed, and afterwards executed with fuccefs. 

Never man was better qualified, for the great defigns 
he undertook, than Chrillopher Columbus \ but the 
gravity of his behaviour, and the ftrid difeipline he 
kept up while it was in his power, raifed him enemies 
among a mutinous crew, and thefe difputes occafioned 
appeals, from both parties, to Spain, whereupon one 
Francis Bobadilla was fent over to enquire into thefe 
affairs. This* man, to gratify a bifhop, who had ta¬ 
ken fome diilike to Columbus, caufed the admiral, 
with his brethren to be feized, put them in irons, and 
fent them in that condition to Spain. They arrived . 
at Cadiz, November 25, 15C0; and as foon as their 
catholic majeflies were informed of the ufage the ad¬ 
miral had met with, they ordered him to be fet at 
liberty, expreffing great concern for his fufferings, 
efpecially the queen, who w'as his fincere friend. 
However, it was fome time before he could procure 
a new governor to be fent to Hifpaniola: at length 
having gained this point; he with greater difhcmty 

f ot leave to make a fourth voyage for difeoveries. 
n this his laft wvage to the Weft-Indies, he firft faw 
the continent; lying at anchor at the Baftimentos. 
This difeovery was made in 1502, but before he could 
be thoroughly acquainted with the ftate of the coun- 

§ r, he was forcea to alter hb courfe, and fteer for 
irpaniola. While he remained here, new difputes a- 
rofe, and he refolved to return to Spain^ to acquaint 
\ * .... ..■ their 
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their majefties of the faither difcoveries he Had made. 
At the latter end of the year 1504, he came for the 
lad time into Spain. On his arrival, he was firft in¬ 
formed of the death of queen Ifabella ; this news Uruck 
liiih to the heart, and his health vifibly declined from 
that very inftant: however, he did not ceafe to apply 
kimfelf to the court, where he was treated with great 
refpcft, and fair words; yet the fenfe he had of the 
king's coldnefs, and the SpanHh courtiers in^atitude, 
made fuch an impreffion upon him, that he died of a 
broken heart, a few months after, on May 20, 1306, 
and was buried at Valladolid with the utmoft pomp 
and fplertdor. But the admiral himfelf had taken care, 
before his interment, to perpetuate the memory of his 
ill treatment, for he ordered the irons which he had 
wore to be put in the coffin with him. After his 
death, the fpirit of envy, which purfued him while 
living, ceafed. The uncommon fortitude of mind, 
with which he refifted all the infults of his ene¬ 
mies, calls to our memory the famous ftory of the 
Egg. When it was known at court; that the king 
carried it cold towards him, mod of the nobility a^ 
fedted to depreciate his merit, to which notions the 
Pin9ons contributed not a little; alledging, that it was 
owing to their fuperior knowledge, that the difcovery 
was made. Columbus, being previoufl^ informed of 
this, and one day invited to a public dinner at court; 
after having endured this fort of raillery, for a confi - 
derable time, without fpeaklng a word ; at lad called 
for an egg, and (hewing it to the company, aiked, if 
any permn prefent could fet it upright on the leder 
end ? they unanimoufly anfwered that it was a thing 
impoffible, and what he could not do himfelf. Here¬ 
upon he took it in his hand, ilruck the fharp end gently 
on the table, and it dood upright. They all fell into 
laughter, crying out, any body could have done fo. 
“ I don’t doubt that, replied Columbus, and yet none 
** of you thought of it. Thus it was 1 difcovered the 
“ In^es: I fiurd formed the dcfign of deering that 
couric, and now every miferablc pilot can find the 
C ‘‘ way 
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** way thither. Many things appear eafy when known, 
which before feexned impracticable. Refled on the 
** infulcs 1 fuftained on account of my'deiigii, before 
** it was executed : it was then a dream, a deluiion, a 
** chimera, but now is nothing more than what any 
body elfe might have performed.” When the king 
was told this ftory, he Teemed highly plcafed with 
Columbus, and faid that he admirea his magnanimity ; 
tho* at the fame time he meditated his deflrudion 


CHAP. III. 

7%e voyages of Ferdinand Magellan^ from the South 
Seasy to the Eajl Indies. 

T H E dlfcoveries made by Columbus, under the 
king of Spain’s commiffion, occafioned the 
Portuguefe, to be exceeding jealous of their polTeffions 
in the Eaft Indies: but the pope having, at that time, 
a decifive authority over the princes of his perfuafion, 
decreed, by a bull, all countries difcovered in the eaft, 
to Portugal j and luch as were difcovered in the weft, 
to Spain; yet this rather damped, than extinguilhed 
the flame of contention, and gave birth to another mif- 
chief, which was, that fuch enterprifing geniufes as 
were not received kindly at one court, inftantly applied 
to the other. Among thofe, who fought by ihefe means 
to advance their fortunes, was Ferdinand Magellan, a 
gentleman of a good family in Portugal, who, when 
young, applied his talents to maritime affairs, and grew 
very well Ikilled in the theory and pradlice of raviga- 


* On his fqmb. 

' Per Cafiilla^ y por LeoWy 
Nu€<vo Jhundo hallo Colon, 

CafitlUy and Leon^ to Columbus onue 
^hat wrldy bis nssi/dom only eouldbefiovo. 

tk>n. 
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tion. He was alfo coarageoos, good-natore<), and elo- ^ 
quent; had a ileadinefs of fool, and refolution fuffici- 
ent to overcome all difiiculdes, Teemed by nature form¬ 
ed for great exploits, and acconlingly acquired immor* ' 
tal glory. He fcrv^ with great credit, under the fa- • 
mous Albuquerque in the Indies, and imagined that 
he defcrved Tome reward for thofe fervices: however, 
all his applications were received with contempt. This 
ufage made him aiTociate himfelf with perfont of meric 
who had (hared the like fate; particularly with one 
Ruy Falero, a noted aftronomer, with whom he re¬ 
tire to Spain, and made propofals of new difeoveries 
to cardinal Ximenes. The Portugnefe embaflador there, 
left no (lone unturned to defeat their intentions; tho* 
underhand he offered Magellan his pardon, and a great 
reward, if he would return, and ferve his own love- 
reign. All this, however, availed but little. The 
Spani(h miniftry, who were very good judges in thefe 
affairs, immediately received them both into favour, 
granted them their own t^rms, and made them knights 
of the order of St. James. 

The grounds they went c^n were, that the pdfidon 
laid down by Columbus, of the poffibili^ of gaining 
the Eail Indies by failing weft was true. The Terms 
granted were, that the undertakers ihould have.the 
aoth part of ihe clear profits ; that the government of • 
any iflands they ihoiild difeover, Ihould remain to 
diem and their heirs for ever, wkh the dtle of Ade- 
lantados; and that the king (honld furnilh them with 
five Ships, 234 men, and proviiions for two years. 
Amone the men there were 30 Portuguefe, upon whom 
Magellan chiefly depended. The names ot the (hips 
and commanded were, the Trinadada, which was the 
admiral, having on board Stephen Gomez, a Portu-^ 

f uefe pilot; the St. Antonio, commanded by Don 
uan de Carthagena; the Sainta Vittoria, under Don 
Lewis de Mendoza; the Conception, under Don Jafpee 
de Quixida ; and ^e St. Jago, of which Don Juan 
Serrano was commander, who quitmd the king ot 
C 2 Portugal*# 
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Portugal’s fervicc, in the fame manner as Magellan had 
done, and upon whofe (kill he greatly relied. 

They failed from Seville Auguft lo, 1^19, and ar¬ 
rived between Cape Verd and the iflands of that name, 
on the 3d of Odober; they were becalmed about the 
coaft of Guiney for 70 days, on endeavouring to crofs 
the line. This done, the fouth pole appeared above 
the horizon, and they purfued the fouth courfe, till 
they reached that part of the main of Brafil which 
lies in 2z degrees. Having made 24 degrees more 
fouth latitude, they came to a country inh^ited by a 
fort of wild people, who were of a vail iize, and made 
a hideous roaring, more like bulls thai> human crea* 
tures ; and yet notwithftanding all that mighty bulk, 
they were fo very nimble, that none of the men could 
overtake them. Here was a fine river of frelh wa¬ 
ter, whofe mouth was feventcen leagues wide, and 
contained feven illands; in the largeft of thefe they 
fgund fome jewels, and gave it the name of St Mary. 
I’hey coafted along this trad? of land, towarda the 
fouth pole, and came to two iflands fo full of feals and 
pengwins, that in the fpace of an hour they could have 
laden their whole fleet widi them. They next ad- 
vaficed to 49^ degrees fouth latitude, where they were 
locked up by hard weather, and toc^ up their winter 
quarters for five months in a very unpleafant country,, 
which they believed was umnhafaited; but at loigth. 
a^briik jolly favage, came to pay them a vilit, fimging 
and dancifag all the way. When he got to the haven, 
he flood flill, and threw dull upon his head, which 
being obferved, the aditiiral ordered fome men to go 
afhore to him, who (hewing the like tokens of peace, 
he readily came on board with them. He was of a 
gigantic flature, ib as the head of one of the Europeans 
leathed btitto his waiil, and his body was proportion¬ 
ed to hts height; but frightfully painted all over, more 
efpecially his flice. He had a flag’s horn drawn on 
each cheek, and red circles around his eyes, the other 
colours were yellow, but his hair V^hite; his cloathing 
^as:thefkin of a flrange beafl, clumfily fewed toge- 
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ther, all of one piece from head to foot. He brought 
wicli him a ilout bow and arrows, the firing of the for¬ 
mer, was the gut or finew, of that mondrous creature, 
with whofe fkin he was covered, and the arrows, in¬ 
dead of iron, were headed with lharp dones. Ma¬ 
gellan made him drink and eat, and he was highly 
pleafed with his entertainment, till he happened to 
lee himfelf in a looklng-glafs, ^at was given him a^ 
mong other toys. This mghted him to fuch a degree, 
that in darting back, he mrew down two men, who 
ftood behind him. The giant, however, went off fo 
well pleafed with his treatment, that they foon had 
more of the like vifitors, infomuch as the admiral was 
defirous of making fome of them prifoners, which 
he did by the following artifice. Tlie men filled th^^ir 
hands with fuch baubles as pleafed them, and at the 
fame time put iron diackles about their legs, which 
they thought very pretty play-things, till they found 
themfelves betrayed. 

In this port they remained five months ; it was 
called St. Julian, of which they took pofTefllon, and 
left a crofs ereded in token of it. To the people the 
admiral gave the name of Petagons. The chief reafoa 
of their long day here, was a confpiracy which broke 
out, not only among the common fcamen, but alfo 
among the commanders, particularly captain Mendoza, 
upon whom Magellan greatly depended. In this affair 
the admiral aded w'ith great refolutjon; he brought 
them to a trial for plotting againd his life; caufed 
Mendoza, with others who were the mod criminal, to 
be hanged i and left Juan de Carihagena, with thofe 
who appeared to have been drawn into the confpiracy 
among the Petagons. The confpirators being fub- 
dued, and the weather growing pretty fine, Magellan 
perfued his courfe till iie arrived in 51 deg. 40 min. 
louth latitude. Here they found a convenient port, 
met with frefh water and good provifions, and after 
fpending two months more at this place, tliey came 
to 52 deg. fouth latitude, and difeovered the entrance 
into the dreights: at the end of which they found an 
C 3 open 
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open paflage into the vaft ocean. . At this light Ma» 
gellan was tranfported with joy, being now able to dc- 
monftrate his failing round by the weft. The point from ' 
whence he beheld this profpeft, he chriftened by the 
name of Cape Defidcrato. But tha’ he was fo much 
delighted with this fight; it did not appear fo delira- 
ble to all the reft of the company; for at this place one 
of the (hips ftole away, and returned home alone. 
December 28, 1520, they entered into what they called 
the Pacific Sea, in which they failed three months and 
twenty days, without feeing land: a great part of this 
time they were reduced to great mifery, for want of 
provifion, having nothing left to eat but pieces of 
(kins and leather, which being impoflible to eat, till 
they were fome way foftened, they fteeped them in 
fait water, to fit them for chewing, and then fell gree^ 
dily to work upon them, as long as they lafted. This 
impure fort of food, and fcanty alfo, impoverilhed 
their fpirits, and lefTened their number. The only 
confolation, under thefe fhocking circumftances, was 
continual fair and fine weather. The winds blew them 
gently along, and when they came within 20 deg. of 
the fouth pole, they difeovered an ifland of a prodi¬ 
gious height, named Cipangue, and at 15 deg. ano¬ 
ther, fuir as high, called Sumbdit. When they had 
paffed the equino^lial line, and were got into 12 deg. 
of north latitude, and 146 longitude j from their hi ft 
fetting out, they fell in with a cluftcr of iflands * on 
the 6th of March. Here they went afhore to refrefh 
a while, after the fatigues of this tirefome voyage from 
the fouth fea; but the thievifh inhabitants would not let 
them alone; for while they were repofing themfelvcs 
on the ifland, they would be ftealiiig things out of thek 
(hips 5 fo they refolved to make no long ftay here, but 
hnd out fome other place where they might enjoy more 
«afe and fafety. There is not the Icaftfhew of govern¬ 
ment among thefe people, every man does what feem- 

* Magellan called thefe iflands^ Itlas de los Ladrones, 
and in 'the Latin account of his voyage Infula Latronum^ or 
J/iands of ^bievesy •which name they call Lear. 
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•th good in his own eyes, and the general corruption' 
of their manners, fets them all upon a level, and makes 
a perpetual anarchy among them. The men go in- 
tirely naked, all parts being alike expofed to view. 
The hair of both their heads and beards is very black, 
the former very long and reaching down to their waiil. 
Their natural complexion is olive, their teeth arc co¬ 
loured black and red ; and fome of them wear a bon¬ 
net on their heads, made of the palm-tree. The Wo¬ 
men are much better featur'd than the men, and more 
moded alfo. They wear coverings made of the inner 
bark of die palm-tree. Their hair is black, thick, and 
fo long as to trail upon the ground. Their houfes are 
built of timber, and covered with bpards, and large 
fig-leaves, and divided into feveral rooms. Their 
beds are mats made of the palm-tree, and the leaves 
ferve them for fhcets. They have no weapons but 
clubs and long poles headed with horn. I'hey feed 
upon fowl, cocoas, bannanas, fugar-canes, fgs, and 
flying fifh. They are always painted over of fome 
colour as they like, and are extremely fond of any 
trifling thing that is new, and pleafes their fancy. When 
the Spaniards pierced them through with their arrows, 
thefe being to them fhange things, they would draw 
them out of their wounds, hold them in their hands, 
and dare at them, dll they fell down dead. 

On the loth of March, 1521, they landed upon the 
ifland of Zamal, 30 leagues from the Ladrones, and the 
next day went aihore at Human, an uninhabited ifland, 
where they found abundance of fruit-trees, gold, white 
coral, and fprings of delicate water. Not long after, 
the inhabitants of fome of the neighbouring iilanda 
came to them, who behaved very friendly, feemed 
glad to fee them, brought them fifh, and wine made of 
the cocoa-tree, promifing other prov^ons in a fhort 
time. In this place it may not be improper to fhew 
how many conveniences of life are furnifhed by the 
cocoa-tree, and to what various ufes thefe jpeople put 
it to. This tree fupplies them with bread, oU, vinegar, 
and phyfic. The wine comes from the tree, all the 
reft are made of the fruit. They cut ofif a branch of the 
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tree, and fallen to the part left behind a large reed^ in^ 
to which drops a liquor like white wine in colour, and 
gratefully tart to the tade. This is put up in a veiTel 
and called cocoa wine, without farther preparation. 
The fruit is as large as a man's head, has two rinds, 
the putmoil is green, an inch thick, and full of firings ; 
of which they make ail their cords. Under this rind 
lies the fl>ell, which being burnt and powdered is a 
cure for feveral diftempers. The kernel is white, and 
in tafle like an almond, which they dry and make into 
bread. In the middle of the kernel, is a hollow full of 
clear watet of a cordial nature. Wnen they make oil, 
they deep the fruit in water till it putrides, then boil it 
to an oil. The vinegar is the fame water expofed to 
the fun. If they mix the kernel with the water in the 
cavity, and drain it thro' a cloth, it makes good milk. 
Thefc trees will live a loo years, and two of them, if 
tapped by turns, will afford wine.fudicient to ferve i o 
perfons. 

But to return to the adventurers. This people, pur- 
fuant to promife, came again with other provifions, and 
entered into a friendly correfpondence with them^ 
They invited the admiral on board their barks, and 
were accordingly invited on board the admiral, who 
difekarging a great gun to welcome them, they were fo 
terribly frighted, that it was with much ado they could 
be kept from leaping over-board. Their idand was 
called Zulvan, not large, but confiderable for its pro)- 
du^« In their barks they had all manner of fpices, 
and feveral things made of gold, which they carried 
up and dow'n, and fold for merchandize, Ihcy wero 
without cloaths, and yet grander dreffed than the Euro¬ 
peans. They had gold ear-rings in both ears, jewels 
faflened with pieces of gold to their arms, daggers, 
knives, and lances, all richly ornamented with gold. 
But tho’ they wore no garments, they had a covering 
before, of a fort of cloth, made of the rind of a tree 
which grows in their ifland. The great men are 
diflinguifhed by a piece of hlken needle-work wrapped 
round their heads. . They are grofs-bodied, middle- 
. fixed; and of an olive colour. 
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March zc, they departed fr6m this ifland, and' 
on the zStn of the fame month arrived at the iile 
of Buthuan, where they were nobly entertained by the 
king, and the prince his fan, who made them prefents 
of large quantities of gold, and fpices. The admiral in 
return gave the king too vefts of doth, one red, the other 
yellow, made in the Turkifh fafhion; and to fome of 
his courtiers knives, forks, and beads of chryftal: he 
alfo fenc two of his company afhore with him, one of 
whom, named Antonio Pigafetta, wrote this relation. 
His majefty's palace was like a hay*loft, covered with 
palm, and fig leaves, raifed fo high on gii^at timber 
polls, that they were forced to get in by ladders. Tho’ 
they are no chriftians; at their meals, they nu^e the 
iign of the crofs, and lit upon their legs like taybrs. 
After they had l^en entertained by king and his 
fon, and received ftom them noble prelents, they were 
both difmilled Iti this ifland. as they ftfted the. earth 
of a mine, they found lumps of gold, feme as big as nuts, 
others as 9$ eggs^ of which metal, aH the hinga 
utenftls were made. The king was very emn^ 
perfon, his hair black, his complesdon olive. His body 
was paintnd of various colours, he Had rings of gold iit’ 
his ears, and three on every finger. liis he^ waa* 
wrapped with a filken veil, and a piece of cottom 
wrought with gold, and filk^coveitdthefQarepart oTIm 
body to the l^ees. He wore a kaig dagger by hia; 
fide^ with a haft of gold,, midina ficabba^ of carv^. 
wood. The men are aflivev but quite naked; the 
women are covered front the waift downward, and bothi 
wear gold ear-rings. They are always chewing areca^ 
and fay it keeps them alive; it is a ftuit like a pear 
cut in fiices, and rolled up ki the leaves of a tree, c^ed^ 
betele, like bay-leaves. At riirir departure from hence^ 
the king’s pilot brought them to fevcral ifles, of which* 
Zubut had die beft trade: tho’ they found in another, 
called MefTana, dogs, cats, hens, hogs, goats, rice, mil¬ 
let, barley, figs, ginger, cocoa, oranges, wax, and gold,, 
in great plcnty4 They flaid here eight days, and then 
failing N. W. came to the ifle of Caleghan, where 
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there are Bats as big as eagles, which, when dreHed, 
tafte like a hen. Here arc alfo doves, and a fort of fowl 
like hens with little horns, which lay their eggs a cubit 
deep rn the fand, for the fun to hatch. Caleghan lies 
about 20 leagues, W. of MelTana, and from thence to 
Zubut is about 50 leagues, whither they were bound,' 
having the king of Meflana on board, whd out of pure 
friendihip came with them, 

They entered the port of Zubut on the 7th of April 
about noon, and coming near the city, the admiral f^ed 
all {lis guns, which put the inhabitants into a panic : 
but their due ad of danger from the Ihips was foon re¬ 
moved, by the arrival of their embalTadors in the town, 
who allured the king, it was ulual with them to dif- 
charge their cannon, by way of compliment, when 
they came into any noted port. They told him alfo 
what a mighty prince they were fervants to, and that 
they were lent to difeover the Moluccas : bdt being in¬ 
formed of his grandeur, by the king of Mallana, they • 
called by the way, and defired him to fnmilh them 
with provifions for other commodities. The king bid 
tham welcome, but told them it was his cullom to re* 
ceive tribute from all Ihips that came into that Port, 
which the embaHador poffidvely refufed, faying, that 
his admiral was iervant to the greatell prince in the 
world, and that if he would not readily accept of 
peace, war would be the confeqnence. A Moor, who 
flood by, told the king, they were the Portuguefe, that 
had conquered Calicut and Malacca, and advifed him 
to be cautions of provoking them. Hereupon the king 
left the matter to his council, and promifed to give 
them his anfwer the next day; fending them away 
with fomc wine and viduals. The king of Meflana, 
who was alfo a potent prince, went alhore the next 
day, and generouAy efpoufed their intereA with the 
king of Zubut. The remit of this interview was, that 
the king inftead of receiving, was now almoA ready to 
pay tribute; which not beii^ infiAed upon, but only 
bherty to trade, it was chearfully granted, and the king 
offered to fign a treaty of peace acS fricadlhip with his 
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blood. This over, two kiags came on board the 
admiral with prefents, and the league was ratified. Here, 
after fome religious converfadon, the admiral perfuaded 
them to be baptized into the chrifUan faith, to which 
they all, with pleafure, cpnfented^ This example of 
the king influenced the whole iiland, and from that 
dme chriilianity was there efiablifhed. The bapdfm of 
thefe princes was performed with great folemnity. The 
king of Zubut was named Charles; The kins; of Mefla- 
na was chrifteced John, and the Moorim courtier, 
Chriftopher. Befides thefe princes and the reH of the 
great men, who were about the kin|;*s perfon, the qoeeo, 
her daughter, and 40 of her ladies, with 500 of in« 
ferior rank, were bapdfed at the fame dme. All the 
. idols were taken down, and the crofs fet up in many 
places, before which the admiral purfuaded them to 
pray, both morning and evening, fo that in eight Days 
dme all the iiland bj^came chrMdans, excepdng one 
village of idolaters, who would not obey the king's 
edift : the Spaniards therefore burnt the place, and 
erefted a crofs in its ruins, and to ihew the wonder¬ 
ful effe^s of chriiHanity among the people, who had 
been baptifed, fays our Spaniih author, a miraculous 
cure was performed upon the king of Zubut's broths, 
on his being inidated into the faith of Chriil. Thefe 
people are juft in their dealings, and know the ufe of 
weights and meafures. They fay, there is a water fowl 
in this ifland, about the fi?:e of a crow, which they call 
Lughan, and add, that the whales fomedmes fwallow 
it alive, and have their hearts eaten up by this bird; 
by which means many of them are killed, and the 
Lughan is afterwards found alive in the carc^c. This 
fowl is black, but good to eat. 

Not far from Zubut, lies the ifle of Mathan, whole 
nadves go quite naked, except a thin covering over 
the pudenda, at which part, all the males hang gold 
rings, the fidn being pierced for that purpofe. They 
take as many wives as they pleafe, but only one has 
the management of the houfe. Their ceremonies in 
facrificing to the fun are very odd, TJiey begin with 
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ringing of bells, then fp^'cad a doth upon the ground, 
and fet thereon plates of honey, rice, and baked 
filhes. Then two old women offer up a hog, fing 
and dance round it, and found trumpets made of 
reeds. ‘ After mumbling out prayers with feveral antic 
gelhires, they pour a cup of wine upon the hog, and 
one of the venerable priefteffes kills him with a lance; 
then puts a lighted lamp into his mouth, which conti¬ 
nues burning till the ceremony is over. The other 
puts the trumpet in the blood, and with her finger 
marks the forehead of her hulhand, and of all the men 
who affift at the facrifice. This done, they pull off 
their pricftly robes, and fall to eating the rice, fiih, 
and honey, of which none but the women partake j 
the hog is not touched till the two priefteffes have 
craved a bleffmg upon it. When a great man dies, 
all the chief women repair to his houfe, and take with 
them boughs and pieces of cotton, which they fatten 
about the corpfe, and fit round it cloathed in white 
cotton; then a perfon comes and cuts off the dead 
man’s hair, by a little at a time, while his chief wife 
lies upon his body, with her face, hands, and feet, to 
his; crying all the time his hair is cut off j but when 
this is done, ftie changes her funeral fighs into a merry 
fong. The ceremony lafts five days, after which they 
inclofe the corpfe in a dormitory of wood, eJofe joined 
on every fide. This ifland was formerly governed by 
two kings ; one of whom refufing to pay tribute to the 
other, the' admiral interpofed in the quarrel, and 
went out to bring him to fubjediion. The Indian had 
between 6 and 7000 men, armed with bows, arrows, 
darts, and javelins, whom the admiral attacked with 
60 Spaniards, armed with helmets, and coats of mail. 
The battle was for a long time very dubious, at laft 
the admiral’s courage fo far prevailed, as to carry him 
too far among the Barbarians, who firtt wounded him 
with a poifoned arrow, and then thruft him thro’ the 
head with a lance. Eight of his men were killed, and 
no more than 15 of the enemy, befides thofe which 
were wounded* The Spaniards wcmld Willingly hav» 
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recovered the body of the admkal, but the lndia)[is 
would not confent on any terms. This however was 
but the beginning of their trouble ; for the king aban¬ 
doned their religion, on thU change of circumilances, 
and made peace with his rival, notwithilanding one 
article was, that the Grangers fhould be all put to death i 
the barbarous monarch, being fenfible that he could 
not execute this wicked article, had recourfe to frapd, 
and inviting all the Spaniards, who were ^Ihore, to a 
grand entertainment, in the midil of their feafting otj 
dered them to be murdered, referving only, Don Juaa 
Serrano, in order to have got a fupply of artillery and 
ammunition for his ranfom. The Spaniards would 
readily have complied withr this demand, but finding 
him fo deceitful; and intimidated by t];ie fate of theiti 
companions, refolved to put out to Tea. The unhappjp 
Serrano, feeing them about to weigh anchor, fell 01^ 
his knees, and begged, in the moil moving terms, that 
they would not leave him in the hands of fuch Bar* 
barians: but felf>prefervation made thepi deaf to his 
iiitrcaties, and more fo, when they found, on exami¬ 
nation, they had but 80 men, and that; in order 
to have a bare pofiibiiity of returning home, they 
muil be obliged to deitroy one ihip, to make ufe of 
her llores, in repairing and furnifiiing the other 
two. Serrano’s fate was never known. The lofs^ of 
him proved a very great hindrance to the voyage, he 
being the bell feaman, and the braved man on board, 
the admiral excepted. 

Not long before the death of the a 4 iniral, jthey re¬ 
ceived intelligence of the Molucc^, the defign of dif- 
covering of which, by this ro^,, wa^ the great cn4 
purfued in the voyage. They hereupon left Mathan^ 
and proceeded to the iile of Bohol, where they burnt 
the Conception, and ileering fouth weft, they arrived 
at the ifland of Paviloghon, inhabited by Blacks. From 
hence they reached Chippit, a large iile» 50 leagues 
from Zubut, lying in 8 aeg. north latitude, and 170 
longitude from their firft ilage. Here they found rice, 
ginger, goats, hogs, &c. and were kindly rcQcived by 
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tfie-king. For a fign of peace, he marked his body, 
fecc, and the tip of his-tongue, with blood drawn oiit 
of his left arm, and the Spaniards complied with that 
bloody ceremony. They failed 40 leagues from hence 
weft, and arrived at Caghaian, a very large 
iHand; but poorly inhabited with Moors, exiles from 
Borneo, who are rich in gold, and whofe chief wea¬ 
pons are poifoned arrows. From hei^ce they failed 
weft and weft by north, till they came to Puloan, a 
very fertile Hlaxm, lying in 9 deg. 20 min. fouth lati- 
liide> and 170 deg. 20 min. longitude from their frft 
departure, wnkh affords the fame produfts as Chippit. 
I'hcy came next to the famous ifland of Borneo, lying 
In 5 deg. 5 min. north latitude, the chief city, of* 
Which contains 25,600 houfes. The king was a Moor, 
♦ery powerful, kept a fplendid court, and was always 
Uteended by a number of guards; however, he fent 
j^efoifts to the captains, and ordered two elephants, 
WkK filk trappings, to be led forth to bring the Spanifli 
hieflengcrs to the palace. He had ten fecretaries of 
ftatc, and the daughters of his courtiers governed his 
hoUfhold. His fubjedls chew a great deal of betele, 
ftnd drink arrac. The country amords camphire, cin¬ 
namon, ginger, oranges, lemons, fugar, cucumbers, 
melons, fowls, beafts, and all that can be expeflcd 
in that climate. 

They foon after arrived at the ifle of Cimbulon, in 
8 deg: 7 min. norrii latitude, where they flaid forty 
days to careen. In the woods of this ifle they found 
a tree, whole Idives, as foon as they fall, move about, 
as if they were alive ; on the fides of them are little 
eggs, which, wh^n touched, fpring fuddenly away 
They failed from hertce w^, towards the fouth eaft, 
for the Moluccas, and in their way found the fea full 

weeds. This courfc brought them to the ifles of 
?Solo Taghima, from Whence the king of Borneo got 
two pearls, very near au large as a hen’s egg. They 

• ms accounty though incredible, we ia^e retained 
uh the efidif of Pigafettu. 

next 
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next came to another iile called Sarangani, reported tp 
yield gold and pearls. Here they prefled two pilots 
for their Molucca voyage, and, pafllng fevera] iflands, 
at lei>gth came to one named Sanger, governed by 
four kings j from hence to a cluftcr of ifles, which 
their pilots faid were the Moluccas. This was Nov. ^ 
27 months after their departure from Spain. 

Before fun rifing, on the Sth of November, they 
entered the port of Tiridore, the chi^f of the Mokic^ 
cas. The king was a Moor, but extremely civil to 
them, as they were Spaniards; calling them his bre^ 
thren, and, to compliment their king and them^ 
changed the name of his kingdom to that of C^ile. 
The Moluccas arc 5 in number, Tiridore, Macchian, 
Bucchian, Ternate, and Mutk, of which Ternate is 
the chief. Mutir, and Macchian, are commonwealths { 
but Bucchian, a monarchy. The cloves here grow in 
clufters, at the tops of the trees, which are as big 
round as a man's body. They are white at fir ft, rej 
when ripe, and turn black with drying. They .ga^ 
ther them'twice a year, in June, a^ December. 
Every man has his peculiar plantation, about which 
they beftow but little huibandry. In this ifle there 
a tree, the bark which, ftee^din water and prefled, 
produces fibres as fine as ftlk, of tkb the women 
izmke aprons, which are all their coverbg^ > 

Not far diftant from hence lies the great ifland o( 
Oilolo, which is divided between Moors and Hea* 
thens. The two kings of the Moors, have themfelves 
largely contributed to the peopling of this iiland^ one of 
them having 600, the other 650 children. The Pagans 
arc more continent; yet they fay of them that they 
adore the firft thing they fee in the morning. In this iflb 
there grows a reed as big as a man's leg, full of water, 
which makes a wholeibmedrink. November 1 z, a.pub« 
lie faflory was here erefled ft>r the fale of their mer- 
efiandize ; the exchange at the following rates: for 
ten yards of red cloth, one • bahar of doves; for. 

• babar is ^canters and 61 b. a canUr ts lOO lb. nutight.^ 
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fifteen yards of coarfer they had in Cambie, one ba- 
har 5 for thirty-five drinking glafles, onebahar; for 
feventecn cathyls of quickfilver, one bahar. They 
brought provrfions of all forts to the Ihips, and frelh 
water, that fprings out of the mountains where the 
cloves-grow j which is hot when firff taken out, but 
very cold when it has ftood awhile. The king of 
Bacchian font by them a very odd prefent to the King 
of Spain, viz. a couple of dead birds, with fmall heads 
and legs, two or three parti-coloured long feathers at 
their fidcs inftead of wings, the reft of their bodies of a 
tawny colour: they cannot fly but when the wind helps 
them; the Moors fancy they come from Paradife, and 
call them the birds of God. The products of the 
Moluccas in general arc alike, only, we may here add, 
a fort of honey made by flics lefs than ants. The in¬ 
habitants were all Heathens originally, the Moors not 
having had any fettlement there above fifty years before 
the Spaniards arrived. Tiridore is in about 27 min. 
north latitude, and 170 deg. longitude, from their flrfi 
meridian, and about 9 deg. 30 min. from Jthc Archi¬ 
pelago, in which arc the Ladrones, and run to the 
quarters of fouth weft andnorth north eaft. Tern ate is in 
4 min. of fouth latitude. Mutir is diredlly under the 
equinodlial. Macchian is in ic; min. fouth latitude 
and Bacchian in i min. which is the largeft of all the 
Moluccas. When they departed from hence, the king* 
of feveral ifles conduced them to the ifle of Mare, in 
which ifle they left a leaky fhip; and direfted their 
courfe fouth weft, having npw no more than fortyrfix 
Spaniards, and thirteen Indians on board; and paftlng 
feveral ifles poflefTed by Moors, Heathens, and Ca- 
nibals, they came to Malua, where they ftaid fifteen 
days to repair their ihips. It lies in 8 deg. fouth latitude, 
and 169 deg. 40 min, longitude, according to their 
reckoning. Here, grows a great deal of pepper, long 
and round, the leaves of the tree refembling thofe of the 
mulbcfry, and climbing like ivy, 

Tanuary 25, 1552, they arrived at Tinja, five leagues 
diftant between fouth and fouth weft: here they found' 
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white fanders, plenty of fruit, cattle, gold, See, The 
people of the Moluccas, Java, and Lozen have their 
fanders from this ifland, which lies in 10 deg. fouth 
latitude, and 174 deg. longitude. Sailing a long courfe 
from hence, between weft and north weft, they came to 
the ifle of Eude, which yields plenty of cinnamon. 
In this lea lies a long chain of iflands, as far as the. 
greater Java, and the Cape of Malacca.; half a league 
from Java the Great, lies Java the Lefier, which is 
as large as Madeira. From hence they fteered weft 
fouth weft, direding their courfe behind the ifle of 
Sumatra, and that they might pafs the Cape of Good 
Hope more fafely, they failed about 42 deg. towards, 
the fouth pole, waiting feven weeks for a fair wind. 
Having pafled all danger of the cape, and now pinched 
with hunger and fleknefs, they refolved to fail home¬ 
wards in a courfe to the fouth weft; as the^ did for 
two months, without touching any where; in which 
time, they loft twenty-two men; the remainder being 
juft ftarving, came in good time to St. James, one 
of the Cape de Verde iflands, and threw themfelves 
at the mercy of the Portuguefe, who at firft relieved 
them; but were fo perfidious, as to keep thirteen of 
them prifoners the next time they came for food. Their 
companions, not willing to bear them company, made 
what hafte they could away, and having a fair wind; 
reached the haven of St. Lucar, near Sevile, on the 7th 
of September. 

The perfpn who commanded this vefTel, and had the, 
good fortune to return, w^s Don Sebailian Cano, ft- 
native of Gueteria in Bifcay, whofe fuccefs iathis ref^ 
peA, was nobly rewarded by Chm-les V. who, to per-* 
petua'te the memory of fo glorious an a^ion, gave him 
(or his arms the terreftri^ globe, with this mottos* 
primus me circuindedijti, Thou firft furroundedeft m©.* 
By this remarkable expedition, the fkill and penetra¬ 
tion of Columbus received a new luftre, and the world/ 
a new light. This voyage took up three years andr 
thirty feven days, from Auguft 10, 1519, to Septcraberi 
16, 1522. One thing however was diicovered in it by# 
expeiiencc:, which reafon has taught us ftnee to 
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plain, on their arrival at the Moluccas: they found 
themfelves millaken in their reckoning j which was 
not owing to any negligence in them; but to the 
courfe they foiled ; for it is a truth now juftified by 
pradtice, and agreeable to the principles of geography 
and navigation, that fuch as foil caft, have feen the fun 
rife, pafs the meridian, and fet, once more than their 
countrymen they left behind, and confequently gain 
a day, whereas fuch as foil weft lofe a day; which 
alters their account, with refpedl to the day of the 
month, and the week. 

Another drcumftance, which may ferve to aggran¬ 
dize the reputation of Magellan, is the difficulty which 
other able feamen met with in purfuing his courfc r 
all the attempts of the Genoefe, Portuguefc, and 
Spaniards, proving unfuccefsful before the expedition 
of Sir Francis Drake ; an account of which is to be 
the fttbjedl of our next chapter. 


C H A P. IV. 

^he voyage of Sir Francis Drake round the 
globe. 

T he learned Camden Informs us, that Sir Francis 
Drake was the fon of a clergyman, who, in the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, became vicar of Upnor, on 
the river Medway, in Kent; but Mr. Stowe fays, he was 
the eldeft of twelve brethren, all children of Edmund 
Drake, who lived in a village near Taviftock, in the 
county of Devon, marriner $ and was bom in the year 
1540. To reconcile thefe accounts, both which we be¬ 
lieve are true, is to imagine that Edmund Drake, being a 
zealous proceftant, p^ecuted for his religion under 
Henry VIII. and having a good lhare of knowledge, 
was chained deacon, and &tled at Upnor \ and that 
this his eldeft fon received his chriftian name Francis, 
from his godfather Francis Earl of Bedford. Others 
will have it, that he was bom in the year 1545, anc* 
brought up at the expence, and under the care of his 
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kinfman Sir John Hawkins: but be this as it will, fo 
foon as he was able, he was put apprentice to the mafter 
of a fmall velTel, who traded to France and Zeland. 
His matter, having a love for the lad, and dying a 
bacchelor, left him the fliip. We find, at the age 
of eighteen, Mr. Drake was made purfer of a (hip 
boand to the Bay of Bifcay : at twenty, he made a 
voyage to the coaft of Guiney; after which, a laudable 
ambition induced him to venture all he had in the world, 
in a voyage to the Weft Indies, in 1^65, where he failed 
of fuccefs. In 1567, he ferved under his kinfman. Sir 
John Hawkins, in the bay of Mexico, with no better for¬ 
tune ; returning home, rich in fame, but poor in cir- 
cumttances. Thefe misfortunes ferved only to heighten 
his refentment, for he made two voyages more into 
Aofe parts; one in 15 o with two (hips, the Dragon, 
and Swan; the other in 1^71, in the Swan alone; 
purely to qualify himfelf, for undertaking fomething of 
more importance; which, by his bravery, he brought to 
bear: for his chara^er being now eftablifhed, he found 
enow to go partner in a voyage he propofed, and mak¬ 
ing all things ready, he failed May 24, 1572, in the 
Pafeha, of Plymouth, of 70 tons with the Swan of 25“ 
tons, commairaed by his brother, John Drake; having 
73 men and boys, and provifions for a year. Such was 
the force with which he attacked the king of Spain in the 
Weft Indies, and lacked the famous town of Norobre de 
Dios: foon after this, he, from a high tree, faw the 
South Seas, which fight determined him to carry an 
Enelifh fhip thither; an attempt, perhaps, never thought 
of oefore. In this expedition he acquired immenfe 
treafure, for his owners, as well as for himfelf; being 
a man of fuch ftrifl honour and generofity, that he 
fcomed to take any advantages; of which, we have a 
iingular inftance t a prince of the Aee Indians, in the 
iftlwus of Darien, to whom captain Drake had pre- 


* Tons of Jhipfing in thefe days were four times as much 
es they no^ are. Hence the reader will findy that Sir Francis 
D rakers Jhipywhich is'called yo tonSy was as large as one of 
a 80 tons now* The like is to he ohfermed of tho uutchjhip*. 
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fcBted a fine cutlafs, that he wore : in return gave 
him four large wedges of gold, whicJi he put into the 
common Hock, faying ; “ my owners gave me that 
“ cutlafs, and it is but juH they ihould have their lhares 
** in the produce.” His return to England, proved as 
forunate, as his foreign expedition ; for he failed from 
the Capes of Florida to the Scilly ifles in 23 days, ar¬ 
riving at Plymouth, on Sunday Auguft 9, 1573, in 
time of divine fervice; on hearing the news, moft oF 
the congregation run out of the church, to obferve the 
bleflings of God upon the captain's adventure?, who had 
been at fea one year, two months, and fome odd days. 
With the wealth he had thus acquired, he equipped 
three frigates, which he himfelf commanded, and great¬ 
ly contributed towards the reduction of the Irifh rebels. 
Under the condud of Walter, earl of Efiex. After whofe 
death, he chofe Sir Chriftopher Hatton for his patron 5 
by whofe inrereft, being at that time vice chamberlain, 
captain Drake procured the queen's commiiTion for the 
voyage he had fo long coveted. 

Thus provided, his friends contributed largely to 
this glorious expedition, and captain Drake, with the 
utmoJl diligence, equipped five fhip«, namely, the 
Pelican, by him afterwards called the Hind, admiral, 
burden 100 tons; the Elizabeth, vice-admiral, 80 tons, 
John Winter captain ; the Marigold, a bark, 30 tons, 
John Thomas captain ; the Swan.- a fly-boat, 50 tons, 
captain John Chefter; the Chriftopher, a pinnace of i 5 
tons, captain Thomas Moon. Thefe Ihips were man¬ 
ned with 164 able men, and furniihed with plenty of 
provifions and of all things neceftary, which fo long a 
voyage feemed to require, withal flowing fome pin¬ 
naces aboard, in pieces, to be fitted up as occafion of¬ 
fered. Thefe tlungs adjufted, captain Drake failed 
from Plymouth, November 15, 1577, but was forced to 
put back again by a dreadful ftorm, till December 13, 
when he put to fea again with a fair wind, and made 
no land till the 25th of the fame month ; then they 
fell in with the coaft of Barbary, and on the 27th came 
to the ifle of Magador, lying one mile dillant from the 
main. Here the admiral ordered a pinnace to be built^ 

while 
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while this was doing, the inhabitants made figns of peace, 
Qpon which the a£niral fcnt out a boat, which bi ought 
two of their company on board; the day following, 
they fumidied him with good ftore of provifions, for 
thefe, he gave them linen cloth, (hoes, and a javelin, 
which were to them very acceptable. 

December 30, the pinnace being finilhed, they fet fail, 
and the 17th of January arrived at cape Blanco, where 
they found a (hip at anchor, with only two marrinen on 
board. Thy took her, and brought her into the naf- 
boor, and tarried here four days, during this day, the 
admiral mudered his men aihore, to prepare them for 
land as well as (ea fervice. Here they took of the fifher- 
xnen what they wanted, and one of their barks of 40 
tons, leaving them indead of it a bark of their own. They 
failed from hence January 22, taking with them a Por- 
taguefe caravel, bound to the ides of Cape Verd, for 
fait s the mader of which affured the admiral, that in 
one of them, called Mayo, there was plenty of dried 
cabritos, or goats, which were made ready every year, 
. for fuch of the king's (hips as called diere. On the 
aythof January they came todiis place; but the in-> 
habitants refufing to trade with them, they went the 
next day to view the idand, and travelling over moun¬ 
tains, three days, they came to the'principal place 
in the ide; but found it abandoned by the natives. 
Here they halted fome time, and regaled thcmfelves 
widi grapes, which were at that feafon in their primed 
tho’ it was the depth of winter, with us in England. This 
idand abounds with goats, wild hens, and fait, which 
is thrown upon the (bore in great quantities, by the waves 
of the fea, and the fun kerns it, drom this the peo-i 
pie make great profit. They having refrefhed them-t 
itlves with fruit, marched fkrther into the idand, and 
faw great docks of cabritos; but not being able to’ take 
any ofthem, returned to their (hips. 

January 21, they failed by the ide of St. Jago, in 
pading which, the people difeharged at them three 
pieces of cannon, but did them no harm. The idand 
IS large, and inhabited by Portuguefe. Near this idand 

they 
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they faw two (hips under fail; one of which they toolc^ 
^nd found it to be a good prize, being laden with winea. 
The admiral detained the pilot, but difchaged the 
fhip and men, giving them Ibme provifioiis, a butt of 
wine, and cloaths. The fame night, they came to the 
ifle Del Fogo, which is inhabited by Portuguefe. On 
the north iide there is a vulcano, continually belching 
out hre and fmoak : on the fouth fide, is a very delight¬ 
ful ifland, full of ever^ greens, and reArelhed with cooling 
ftreams, which pour into ^e Tea; but not being here 
able to &x an anchor, they left thefe ifland^, and drew 
towards the line, where they were ibonetimes becalmed 
for a long timte, and at others beaten with tempers: but 
continually had plenty of dolphins, bonitos, and flying 
fi&es. 

From the day they departed from the iflands of 
Cape Verde, they failed near two months without 
feeing land, the Hkt. they made, was the coafl of Brafil^ 
in 38 deg. fouth latitude. April 7, they had thunders 
Gghtning, and rain ; in which Itorm they loflthecosipa- 
Oyofdie Chriiiopher, but found hmr again die iithf 
and the place where the (hips met tugetherj alter 
had^en difjptffed, the admiral caQcdi Joy a 
where they took m fre^ water. The air h^e is fweets 
the foil rim; but the inhabitants feem to he only 6 >mfi 
herds of wild deer, no people being to be feen, only 
diek foot'flcps oa die ground. A little farther they 
found a fmaU harbour, between a rock and the main, 
where they rode v&y fafely. On this Tock, they 
killed feveral fcals, which they kept for food, findii^ 
them wholfome, but not very toothfome. Their next 
courfe being to 36 deg. fouth latitude, they entered 
the great river of Plata, and coming into ^4 fathom 
idh water; but Anding no good anchorage, they put 
to fea agaihy und failed on till they came to a good 
bay, in which there were feveral little pretty iflands,, 
one of which abounded with feals, the odiers with 
fowls; fo there was no want of provifions good 
water. The admiral going afhore on one of thefe 
iflands, the people came leaping and dancing about. 

him. 
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him, arid feemed very willing to trade; but would 
receive nothing from him, or any other perform, unlefs 
it was firft thrown on the ground. Thefe people are 
ftrong made, fwift of foot, brilk, and lively. The 
Marigold, and Chriftopher, being lent-out to difcovcr 
a more convenient harbour, returned with the happy 
news, into.wJiich they went with their little fquadron. 
Here they killed two hundred feals in an hour’s time. 
The natives came boldly about them while they were 
working on the ftiore. Their faces were painted, and 
their apparel was a covering of beaft-lkins, w'ith the 
fur on, about their waifts, and fome-hing wreathed 
about their heads. They had bows an ell long, but 
only two arrows each. They gave fufficient proof 
of their agil’ty, by ftealing the admiral'^ hat from off 
his head, which Teemed to be a brave prize among 
them ; one taking the hat, and another the gold lace;, 
which could never be got again. Thefe are the people 
which Magellan calls Petagons. 

June 20, they anchored in port St. Julian, fo called 
by Magellan: and here faw the gibbet on which he 
had formerly executed fome of his rebellious crew. 
Here alfo admiral Drake executed captain John 
Doughty, the moft fufpedled adion of his life. Au- 
guft 17, they left St. Julian, and, oh the zeth, fell in 
with the Srreights of Magellan, going into the South 
Sea. The 21ft, they entered into the Streights, and 
found them very intricate, with divers turnings, 
which made their failing very troublefome ; for there 
is no anchoring there, except in narrow rivers, or be¬ 
tween the rocks. The Streights are extremejy cold, 
with froft, and fnow, continually ; yet the trees, and 
plants, flourifli. Augnll 2a, they came to an ifland in 
the Streights, which abounded with penguins, of which 
they killed 3000 in lefs than a day's time. Sept. 6, 
they came into the Sou:h Sea at the head fliofe. On 
the 7 th, they were driven by a ftorm 200 leagues to 
the louth, where they anchored among fome iflands, 
found frcfli water, a*.d good herbs. Nbt far from 
hence, they entered another bay, where they found 
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naked people, going in canoes, from one ifland to ano¬ 
ther, in fearch of prdvifions, with whom they traded 
for fuch commodities as they had. Sailing north, they 
found 3 iflands on the 3d of Odober, in one of which 
there was fuch an innumerable quantity of birds, as is 
fcarce credible. Odober 8, they loft the company of 
the Elizabeth, captain Winter. Being now come to 
tlie mouth of the Streights, they failed tow ards Chili, 
which the maps in general place to the footh weft, but 
they found it lie at the north eaft ; fo that thofe coafts 
were not faithfully deferibed, if fully difeovered before. 
November 29, by following the fame courfe, they 
came to the ifle of Mocha, w here they anchored. The 
inhabitants were fuch, as the cruelty of the Spaniards 
had forced to this ifland from their own habitations. 
They carried fair to the admiral and his men at firft, 
bringing them potatoes, and tw o fat flieep, for wdiich 
tliey received fome prefents. . But next day two of the 
men being fent on fliore with veflels for water, the 
natives knocked them on the head, taking them for 
Spaniards. 

Drawing near the coaft of Chili, they met an In¬ 
dian in a canoe, who, taking them for Spaniards, 
told them, that at St. Jago there was a large Spanifli 
fhip, laden for Peru; and for a fmall reward con¬ 
duced them to Val Parizo, in 33 degreees 40 min. 
fouth latitude, where Ihe lay at anchor ; flie had but 8 
Spaniards, and three negroes, and they, fuppofmg 
the Englift their friends, welcomed them by beat of 
drum, and invited theni to drink fome Chili wine: 
but (he admiral, refolving lirft to fecure the prize, 
boarded her immediately, and driving all the crew 
under hatches, took pofTeflion. One of the Spaniards, 
feeing how they were ferved, leaped over-board, and 
fwam to the town of St. Jago, to inform them the 
Englifh were coming. Ujpon which, all the inhabi¬ 
tants ran out, there not being above nine houfeholders. 
The admiral, with his men, entered, rifled the town, 
and the chapel, where they fou^d fome plate ; a good 
cargo of Chili wine, and boards of cedar-wood, which 
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tiiey carried to their /liips. Having releafed all the 
prifoners, except the pilot, he failed for Lima, the 
capital of Peru. The booty which they took at St. 
Jago amounted to more than 37,000 SpanKh ducats. 
Continuing their courfe for Lima, diey came to the 
haven of Coquimbo, lying 29 deg. 30 min. fouth 
latitude. Here the ^mirm fent fourteen men afhore 
for freih water, whom the Spaniards efpied,'and me¬ 
ditating revenge, attacked them with an army of 300 
horfe, and 200 foot, and killed one of them, by the 
help of their guns ; the other thirteen returned fafe to the 
(hips. After this, going again on fhore to bury the dead 
man, the Spaniards hung out a flag of truce; but they, 
believing their fidelity and courage to be upon a par, 
went off to a port called Tarapaxa, where landing,' 
they found a Spaniard lying on the ground fail afleep, 
with eighteen bars of lilver by him, worth about 4000 
Spanifli (iucats; they took the filver, and left him to take 
out his nap. Not far from hence they met a Spaniard 
and an Indian, driving eight Peruvian iheep, each of 
which was loaded with two leather bags of fine filver, 
weighing 100 lb. they eafed the poor animals of their 
burdens, and carried the bags to their own fhips. 
They departed hence to Arica, which lies in 8 deg. 
30 min. fouth latitude. In the port here, they found 
three fmall barks, out of which they took fifty-fevea 
wedges of filver, wdghing about 20 lb. each. But 
they took out of thefe barks not one- prifoncr, all 
the company being gone afliore to regale. Having 
not force enough to attack the towh, the admiral put 
off to fea again, and' met with another bark laden 
with linen doth, part of which they took," and let 
her go. 

February 13, they reached the port of Lima, which 
Is ki n dfeg. 50 min. fouth latitude, where they found 
twelve fail of fhips, at anchor, without watch, or 
guard ; the maflers not thinking of an enemy, were 
all caroufing afhore. Examining the contents of thefe 
fhips, they found a cheft of rials of plate, with filks 
and Unen, all which they took to dieir own ihips.. Here 
' . E they 
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they had notice of another very rich fhlp, named the 
Cacafuego, which was failed towards Faita $ they pnrfned 
her^ but on their arrival at Paita, they were informed 
file was gone to Panama. They ftHl purfued, but 
miffed her; however, in this chace they took another, 
which paid them well for the voyage; yielding 8o lb. 
of pure gold, with a fine crucifix of the fame metal, 
richly adorned with emeralds; which, with fome of 
the cordage they feized. The admiral, dill refblving 
to perfue the Cacafuego, to encourage hk crew, pro- 
mifed, that whoever firft faw her Ihould have his gold 
chain for a reward, which fell to the lot of Mr. John 
Drake,, who firft defcried her, about three o’clock. 
About fix they came up with her, gave her three fhots, 
llruck down her mizen, and boarded her. They found 
in her thirteen cheds of rials of plate; 8o lb. of gold, 
a good quantity of jewels, and twenty-fix ton of filver- 
bars. The place where die was taken was called Cape 
^an Francifco, i (;o leagues from Panama* Among the 
pieces of plate, which they found in this prize, they met 
with a couple of large filver bowk alt, which belonged 
to the pilot of her. The admiral told him they were two 
fine bowls ; but he mud have one of them ; to which 
the pilot confented; and to make it not look like com- 
^Ifion, he prefented the other to the admiral's deward. 
This done, they ranfacked the Cacafuego, and then 
left her, deering their courfe to the wed. Soon after 
they fell in with a fhip laden with linen, China ware, 
and filks, whofe owner was a Spaniard; from whom 
the admiral took a fakon wrought of miafiy gold, with 
a large emerald in the bread, and what he liked of the 
wares, feizing the pilot for hisownfervice, who brought 
them to the haven of Guatulco, the town adjacent to 
which> had, as he faid, but feventeen Spaniards in it. 
They put to diore, marched diredly to ^e town, and 
fo up to the public hall of judice, while the court was 
fitting, where the admiral made both judges and m- 
xninaTs prifoners, and carried them all to the ihips, 
and made the judge write to the townfmen tp quit 
the place and, i^isuce no refidance. As foon as the 

town 
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town was cleared, they ranfacked it, finding about a 
buihel of rials of plate, a gold chain, and fome jewels. 
Here the admiral fet fome of the prifoners afhore, 
with the pilot he took at the ifland of Cape de Verde, 
and proceeded to the ifland Canno. During their flay 
here, a Spanifh Ihip, bound for the Philippine iilands, fell 
in their way, which they eafed of fome of her burden, 
and then difcharged her. 

, The admiral, thinking he had now in fome mea-' 
fare, revenged his country, and himfelf, upon the 
Sj^aniards; began to coniider, which way to return 
home. He thought, if he Ihould return by the flreights of 
the South Sea, and no other pafTage was yet difcovered, 
he might fall into the hands of the Spaniards, who pro¬ 
bably would there wait for him ; and he, at this time 
having but one Ihip, not very llrong, tho’ very rich, de¬ 
termined to follow the courfe of the Portuguefe, and 
get home by the Cape of Good Hope ; but being be¬ 
calmed, he found it necefTary to fail more to the north, 
to procure a favourable wind; with this view they fail- 
ed no more than 600 leagues, from April 16, to June 3. 
June 5, being got into 43° N. latitude, they found 
the air exceffive cold. Hereupon the admiral made to 
the land, till he came into 38° N. latitude endeavour¬ 
ing to £nd a paflage buck into our feas on that fide, 
which is a drong proof of his confummate (kill; for if 
ever fuch a padage be found to the northward, this, in 
all probability, will be the method; and we can fcarce 
conceive a clearer proof of an undaunted fpirh, than ac- 
tempdng difeoveries, after fo long, and fo fatiguing a 
voyage. Here they found a very good bay on the north 
part of California, now fird difcovered, and called by 
the admiral New Albion, partly in honour to his own 
nation, and partly from its white cliffs. At his depar¬ 
ture hence, he fet up a monument, with a large plate, 
upon which were engraven her majelly’s name, pidlure, 
arms, title to the country, the dme of their arrival, and 
the admiral's own name; The earth of this ifland feern- 
ed to promife rich veins of gold and iilver, there being 
hardly any ^digging without throwing up fome of their 
E z ores. 
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ores. The Spaniards never had fet footing here, nor 
ever did they difeover the land, by many degrees to 
the fouthward of this place. 

Sailing hence they faw no more land till Odlober 13, 
when they fell in with fomc iflands in 8° N. latitude 
where they met with a great number of canoes, laden 
with cocoas and other fruits. Thefe canoes were hol¬ 
lowed within, and ihined without, like burniihed horn. 
The people that were in them, h^ the lower part of 
their ears pared round, and ilretched a conhderable 
way upon their cheeks, by the weight of the things 
they hang in them. Their nails grow a full inch in 
length ; and their teeth are as black as ebony. Odober 
18, they came to feveral other iflands, and continued 
their courfe by Tagulada, Zelon, and Zewarraj the 
£rft of which had good ftore of cinnamon, and the in¬ 
habitants of all were friends to the Portuguefe, fo the 
admiral continued the fame courfe, till November 14^ 
when they came to the Moluccas, and intended for 
Tiridore, bu^ as they coafted by the iiland Mulyr, 
which belongs to the king of Ternate, they met the 
viceroy, who, feeing the admiral, without fear, came 
aboard, and advifed him by no means to proceed to 
Tiridore, but to make the beft of their way to Ternate, 
adding, that his maker was an utter enemy to the 
Portuguefe, and would have nothing to do with them, 
if they were concerned at Tiridore. Hereupon, the 
admiral determined to follow his diredUons, and early 
the next morning, call anchor before the town, and 
fent a prefent of a velvet cloak to the king, with af- 
furances, that he came thither with no odier defign 
than to trade among them. The king fent a very 
obliging anfwer to the admiral's mekengers, afTuring 
them, that a friendly correfpondence with the Engliili, 
was to him highly agreeable; that what his kingdom 
yielded, ihould be at his fervice; and that he was 
ready to laydown his kingdom at the feet of fo glori- 
ous a princefs, and willing to make her his fove- 
reign; in token of which he fent the admiral a fignet, and 
being dehrous to pay him a vifit on &ip board, fent be-. 

/ forc- 
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forehand 4 large canoes, freighted with the moft dig¬ 
nified perfons about him. They were all drelTed in 
white lawn, and had an exceeding large umbrella of 
fine perfumed mats, born up, and spreading over their 
heads, from one end of the canoe to the other; their 
fervants flood near them, clad in white, behind thefc 
were placed ranks of foldiers; on both fides of the 
military fat the rowers, in well contrived galleries, 
with three feats on a fide, raifed one above another, 
each gallery contanitig 80 rowers. Coming near the 
fhip, they all paid reverence to the admiral, and in¬ 
formed him, that the king had fent them to take him 
into a fafer road, than he was in at prefent. Soon after 
came the king, attended by fix grave old men ; who 
feemed pleafed with the Englifh mufic, but much more 
with the generofity of the admiral, who made large 

E refents, both to him, and his nobles. That night the 
ing fent them flore of provifipns, and promifed to 
come aboard again, but did not fulfil his promife ; tho* 
he fent his brother to make his excufc, and to invite 
the admiral alhore, who decHned going himfelf 5 but 
fent fome of his retinue with the king’s brother,, and kept 
the viceroy till their return. The Englifh were receiv¬ 
ed afhoreby another of his majelty’s brothers, and con¬ 
duced in great ftate to the caftle, where the king receiv¬ 
ed them kindly, and having heard their mefiage, fent 
one of his council to conduC them back to their fhips. 

The admiral having difpatched his affairs here, fail¬ 
ed to a little iiland foutkof the Celebes. Here he (laid 
26 days. This ifland is very woody, the trees high, 
llrait and large, without boughs, except at the top. 
Here are bats as big as hens, and land cray-fifh, which 
dig holes in the earth, like rabbits, and large enough to 
dine four perfons. They deiigned from hence to run for 
the Moluccas; but, having a bad wind, they with great 
difficulty gained the mouth of the Celebes i and finding it 
not praCicable to continue the weflern courfe, they al¬ 
tered to the fouthward, which they alfo found to be very- 
dangerous this truth of which will be Efficiently proved- 
b/ £e following fatal experiment j for Jaa. they 

£3 rai» 


Digitized by Google 



40 ' *Tbe Voyages,of ■ 1580. 

ran upon a rock, and there ftuck fall for the fpace of 
20 hours. Thus diftrefted they lightened the Ihip of 3 
tons of cloves, and eight pieces of ordnance, with fotne 
of their provifions; after which, the wind chopping 
about, they hoifted fail, and the wind coming fair, 
difengaged them from the rock. Febuary 18, they 
arrived at the fruitful iiland of Baratene, whofe natives 
are of a comely proportion in body; but of a more 
beautiful difpofition of mind; civil to llrangers, and 
juft in their dealings. The men cover only their heads, 
and privities; but the women from the waill downwards; 
linen cloth is here a very good commodity, the people 
being fond of it. The iiland affords gold, lilver, cop¬ 
per, fulphur, nutmeg, ginger, pepper, fago, cocoas, 
&c. They failed from this iiland to Java Major, where 
they met with good ufage. The iiland is governed by 
£ve kings, and they once had four of them on board, 
at one time. The Javans wear Turkilh turbans; the 
upper part of their body is naked, and from the waill 
downward, they have a PJntado of filk, which reaches 
to the ground, of any colour. The French difeafe 
prevails much in this iiland, which they cure, not by 
lalivation, but by perfpiration: they fet the patient 
naked in the fun, for a certain time, whofe fcorchhog 
rays open the pores, and give free vent to the noxious 
particles. Here the admiral had news of fome large 
Ihips that lay near him, and not knowing what they 
might prove, he made the bell of his way to the Cape 
of Good Hope, which they palTed June 18. July 22 
they arrived at Sierra Leona, upon thecoall of Guiney; 
where they found great llorc of elephants, and trees, 
that had oyllers upon them, which there lived and mul¬ 
tiplied ; with thefe, and the lemons that grew there^ 
they were greatly refrellied. 

They llaid here two days, taking in wood and water, 
and then proceeded homewards. July 25, they found 
themfclves under the tropic of Cancer, 50 leagues from 
any land. Soon after they were in the height of the 
Canaries, where they made no Hay ; but continued 
their voyage to Plymouth, and there arrived, Monday, 
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Sept. 26, 1580, having fpcnt two years, ten months, 
and a few days, in this circum* navigation. The report 
of captain Drake’s return foon fpread over the king¬ 
dom ; and that being an age when virtue was in faihion, 
it made a great noife, among fuch as were patrons, 
either of arms, or arts j all of them ftriving to exprefs 
the regard they had for captain Drake. Epigrams, 
fongs, and poems, were made in commendation of him, 
and the fhip; which extended his fame fUIl farther. 

But fo bold and brave an aftion, attended with fucK 
vaft applaufe, could not reafonably be expeded to paft 
altogmer uncenfurcd; therefore we need not be fur- 
prifed, to find, that not a few endeavoured to blacken 
this glorious entcrprize. Some gave out, that the bu- 
fineis of his voyage was plunder, and that he had 
gained enough to exempt tne nation from taxes for 7 
years; that our merchants had great efFedls in Spain, 
and had reafon to fear, they might be feized to make 
good his depredations. The Spaniih embafiador at¬ 
tacked him alfo by warm memorials, calling him the 
mailer thief of the unknown world. Captaii^ Drake’s 
friends, on the other fide, alledged, that he had the 
queen’s commilfion to juilify his reprifals, and. that the 
more wealth he had brought home, the more the na¬ 
tion was obliged to him, &c. Thefe were the reafon- 
ings on both fides; however, things remained in fuf. 
penfe, as if the queen refolved to hear all before Ihc 
put an end to the afiair. 

During this interval, captain Drake grew nneafy, 
fearing, after all his toils, he Ihould be declared a pi¬ 
rate. At lafl, when things came tOva crifis, the queen, 
having given previous notice to captain Drake, went 
on board his mip at Deptford, April 4, 1581, where 
fhe was magnificently entertained, and after dinner 
conferred the honour of knighthood on captain Drake, 
telling him, at the fame time, that his adlions did him 
more honour than his title. Oh this occafion, -there 
was a bridge laid from the Ihore to the Ihip, when the 
crowd, which attended her majelly, was fo prodigious, 
that they broke it dowQi and yet, of 200 j^ons that 
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fell into the Thames, not one was either drowned or 
hurt. After this public approbation of queen Eliza¬ 
beth, the people redoubled their congratulations, and 
Sir Francis Drake, from tliat time, gave for his de¬ 
vice, the terraqueous globe, with this motto, Tu pri- 
mus me circufndedijii, Di^-vino auxillo^ i. e. Thou fir ft ett^ 
CQtnpaJfedeft by the help of God. Henceforward the 
reputation of Sir Francis Drake continually increafed, 
and he was looked upon as the oracle in all maritime 
aifairs, both by the court, and the country. 

The war with Spain being ftill profecuted by queen 
Elizabeth, he was made general by land and fea, 
in 1585, in an expedition to the Weft-Indies, took 
the cities of St. Jago, Domingo, and Carthagena, 
likewife the fort and town of St. Auguftine ; then re¬ 
turned with great, fuccefs; the profits of this expedition, 
all charges dedu(^ed, amounting to 60,0001. of which 
20,0001. were divided among the feamen; and 40,000 L 
were juftly diftributed amongft the adventurers. He 
had the command of another fleet in 1587, and failed 
with it into the bay of Cadiz, from thence to Lifbon, 
having deftroyed, in this expedition, 10,000 tons of 
Spaniih fhipping, which were intended for an invalion 
upon England. He alfo made a prize of the St. Phi¬ 
lip, whidi the writers of thofe times aver, was the 
firft Carrack ever brought to England. In 1588 the 
queen granted him a commiflion of vice-admiral under' 
Charles lord Howard of EfHngham, high admiral of 
the Enghfh fleet, fitted out againft the Spaniih Armada. 
In this fervice he did wonders, taking the vice-ad¬ 
miral, and another large ihip, commanded by Don 
Pedro de Valdez, who made a flout refinance, but fur- 
rendered at laft to the reputation of Sir Francis, as 
appears by the compliment Don Pedro paid him, when 
he delivered to him his fword, which was, that' 
they all refolved to die fighting if they had not 
fallen into his hands; whole valour was fo grear, 
** that Mars, the god of war, and Neptune, the god of 
** the fea, waited upon his enterprizes.” Sir Francis, 
to requite the Spaniard with true Englifh kmdnefs. 
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fet him at his own table, lodged him in his own cabin, 
and fent the reft of his company to Plymouth. In the 
fhip he found 55,000 ducats in gold, which was joy¬ 
fully (hared amongft his foldiers. It is remarkable, 
that in this memorable battle he diftinguilhed himfclf 
by adviftng the ufe of fire-(hips, tho’ we will not prefumc 
^to a&m that he invented them. The fucceeding year 
he was appointed admiral of a great fleet fent to Por¬ 
tugal, to reftore Don Antonio to his kingdom, in a 
conjundt expedition, which ended but indiflerently: 
However the Spaniards were much harrafled, and the 
compliment of an invaflon was returned; which he 
put out of their power to make. In (hort, Sir Francis 
Ipoiled no lefs than three Spaniih invaflons. In 1593, 
he ventured to the Weft-Indies in another conjundf 
expedition, but meeting with ill fuccefs, the thoughts 
of it broke his heart, and he died in the harbour of 
Porto Bello, January a8, 1595* His body was put 
into a leaden coffin and dropt into the Tea, under the 
difcharge of all the cannon from the fleet. 

He was of low ftature, but well made, had a fair, 
yet flreih complexion ; his eyes full and lively; his 
hair brown; and his countenance chearful. He was 
naturally eloquent, very knowing, not only in his own 
profeffion; but in every fcience belbngii^ to it, and 
could difcharge every office, even that ot a furgeon. 
He was loyal to his fovereign, kind to hi^ feamen, 
merciful to his enemies, and juft to his owners. His 
dying at the age of fifty-five is a convincing argument 
of his thirft after glory, and his many glorious exploits 
juftify his title to immortal fame. 


C H A P, V. 

Sir Thomas Cavendijh^s ifoyage round the world. 

I N the reign of queen Elizabeth, the flame of pub¬ 
lic fpirit glowing in the breaft of private perfons, 
- was 
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y/2Ls encouraged as much as poffible; it was her conftant 
policy, to honour thofe who did remarkable fervice to 
their country; tho’ fhe was fparing of her favours on other 
occafions. Thus Ihe excited the young nobility, and 
gentlemen of eafy fortunes, to hazard themfelves and 
their fortunes for the public fcrvice. Amongft whom 
no man diflinguilhed himfelf more than Thomas Ca* 
vendilh, of Trimley in the county of Suffolk, Efq; who 
had a large eilate lying near Ij^wich, at that time a 
place of great trade, and gave him an early inclina* 
tion to the Tea, which, when he came of age, he gra¬ 
tified, by converting part of his lands into money, 
and equipping a ftout Ihip, which he called the Ty- 

f er; burden 120 tons, in her,' he accompanied Sir 
Lichard Greenville in his voyage to Virginia in 1585, 
and went thro’ many difficulties without any profit, 
but returned fafe to Falmouth Odtober 6, ^e fame 
year. Having now feen a great part of the Spanifh 
Weft- Indies, and converfed with fome who had failed 
with Sir Francis Drake j he began to be very defiroas 
of undertaking a like voyage, as well for repairing the 
lofs he had fuitained by his late expedition, as to emu¬ 
late that great officer. As loon, therefore, as he came 
home, he either fold or mortgaged his eflate to raife 
the Aim wanted; and in the fpace of eight months his 
little fquadron was indrely finifhed. The largefl ihip 
was called the Defire, of 140 tons, the leffer was 
named the Content, of about 60 tons, to thefe ht 
added a bark of 40 tons, called the Hugh Gallant, 
all fupplied at his own expgnce, with provifions for 
two years, and manned with 126 officers and Tailors, 
fome of whom had ferved under Sir Francis Drake, 
and moft of them men of experience. With thefe 
he entered into a fair agreement, with regard to the 
proportion in which all prizes fhould be divided. He 
likewife procured, by the favour of the lord Hunfdon, 
then lord chamberlain, a commiffion from queen Eliza¬ 
beth. This done, he fet out from London, July 10,1 c86 
fojt Harwdch, where he embarked on board ^e Defire, 
and arrived,at Plymouth July 18, there waited for 
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fome of his <€Ompany dll the 2ift» when he hoifted fail 
for the intended voyage. The next day he met with eight 
ihips from Bifcay, well manned, one of which attacked 
him, but he gave her fo warm a reception, that (he, 
with the reft, was glad to Aecr off. Aaguft c, they 
fell in with the iftand of Forteventura, ana failed 
thence to Cape Blanco, from thence to the coaft of 
Guiney, where the men began to make heavy com¬ 
plaints of the fcurvy, and therefore the officers deter¬ 
mined to put fbme of them afhore for their recovery, 
asfoonas they could with fafety. Auguft 23, they 
made Sierra Leona, and on the 25th fell in with the 
fouth fide of it, in 5 fathom water at the loweft; and 
at the fouth weft, for about 14 leagues, they had from 
8 to 16 fathom all the way, running into the harbour. 
Here they plundered a town of negroes, who killed 
one of their men with a poifoned arrow. September 3, 
they rowed with the boat four miles up the harbour, 
and caught ftore of fifti; then they went afhore, got 
fome lemons, and faw fome Buffaloes. Dn the 6th, 
they left the hacbcmr, but were obliged to ftay one tide, 
three leases from the point of it; the tide always 
flowing at fouth weft. On the 7th, they departed 
from £e iiles of Cape Verd, which lie ten leagues 
from the point of Sierra Leona, and anchored two . 
miles off the ifland. The Sth, one of their boats went 
out, and founded. They could find no frefh water on 
the fouth ftde; but, on the north, there is frefh water 
in 3 or 4 places. The whole ifland is a perfect wood, 
except a few fpots, where fome houfes ftand, which 
are encompafted with plaintain trees, the fruit of which 
is excellent food. The pla^ is fubje^ to ftorms of 
rain, and thunder, in the month of Sepjbember. The 
loth of Odober they left this ifland, and on the laftof 
the fame paoodi, fteering W. S. W.. about 20 Icaguea 
from Cape Frio in Braiil, they fell in with a great 
mountain, which had a large high top, ftanding aloft 
like a little town. Novem^ they ^nt in between 
the ifland of St. Sebaftiae* and the mmn land, carry¬ 
ing their ibinp afborei aiid here erefting a forge, t^ 
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built a pinnace, and repaired what was out of order, 
which detained them till the 23d. On the 26th, they 
arrived on the coaft of America, in 47 deg. 20 min. 
north latitude, and ran along the Ihore till they came 
to 48 deg. November 27, they came to an harbour, 
into which the admiral firft entered, calling it Port De¬ 
fire. Here the favages wounded two of their com¬ 
pany with arrows made of cane, an^ headed with 
flints. They feemtd of a gigantic race ; one of their 
feet being 18 inches long. He gave this country the 
name of Patagonia, and the inhabitants that of Pata« 
gons, to fignify that they were 5 cubits, or 7 feet and 
a half high. This account agrees very exactly with 
that of Magellan. 

December 28, they left Port Defire, and coafting 
along S. S. W. they fell in, the 2d of January, with a 
great white cape, in 52 deg. fouth lat. where they had 
f even fathom water, within a league of the fhore. The 
3d they fell in with another great cape, in 52 deg. 
45 min. lat; under which they anchored, and loft their 
anchor, in a great ftorm, which laft^ three days. 
From this cape there runs a long beach, which reaches 
to the opening of the ftreights of Magellan. On the 
6th of January they entered thefe ftreights, which in 
fome places are five or ftx leagues wide, but in others 
very narrow. .On the 7th, in the narrowed part of 
them, they took a Spaniard, with 23 of his country¬ 
men, all that remained out of 400, left there three 
years before. The fame day they pafTed the narrowed 
part of thefe ftreights, where the Spaniards (hewed them 
the hull of a fmall bark, fuppoied to be left by Sir 
Francis Drake. From the mouth to the narrowed part 
of the ftreights is 14 leagues, and the courfe weft by 
Borthi From the narrow pafs to Penguin ifland is 10 
leagues, and the courfe is W. S. W. by S^ On the 8th 
they anchored here, and killed great ftore of pengwins. 
Jan. 9, they left this place, and failed by King Philip's 
city, built here by the Spaniards. It had mur forts, 
with one caft piece in each. Here are feveral churches, 
knd the city teems to^bo weU contrived,, efpcciallx: an 
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to its fitu^tion, which has the beft coavenieitees fbr 
wood and water," of any place in the Streights. To 
this which lies in 53 deg. fouth lat. the admiral 

gave the name of Port Famine. They left this place 
on the 14th, and ran ^ leagues S. W. to Cape Frp- 
ward. From hence diey failed W. by N. 5 leagues 
more, and put into a bay called Muffel Cove, nom 
the great Quantity of muifels they there foapd. The 
21 ft, they failed N. W. and by W. 10 leagues to a fair 
fandy bay, which the admiral called Elizabeth Bay. 
The 22d, about two leagues oft, they found a go^ 
river, up which the admiral towed a boat at leaft 3 
miles. The country on ea(di iide was champaign and 
pleafant, but all near the Streights, except this, was 
craggy, mountainous, and inhabited by ^ong, well- 
made, but brutifh favages. Leaving this river, tjcy. 
failed to St. Jerom's chanel, about two leagues diftant. 
From this chanel they failed to a cape which lies on the 
N. of it about four leagues, from which to the mouth 
of the Straights, the courfe runs N. W. and N. W. 
by W. and the diftance ftom hence to the entrance into 
the S. Sea, is 34 leagues, fo that the length of the 
Streights, is 90 leagues. Wo may farther obferve that 
the entrance of the Streights into the South Seas, is near 
the fame latitude,with the paftage out of the N orth Sea in¬ 
to the Streights, that is 5 2 deg. 40 min. fouth latitude. 

They entered the South Sea February 24* obferving oh 
the fouth fide of *the entrance a high cape, wkh a low 
point adjoining ; and on the north, 4 or 5 iftands, about 
fix leagues from the main, with broken land about 'em, 
March ift, they had a great ftorin, in which they loft 
the company of the Hugh Gallant, in 49 deg. fouth lati 
and 4^ leagues from land. The ftorth continued three 
or four days, and the Hugh Gallant having fprung a 
leak, aft^ much labour and care, came in. ^tween the 
ifle' of St. Mary* and the main, on the icth, in the 
morning; where (he met the admiral, and the Content. 
At this place fome of the company went on ftvore, well 
armed, whom the Indians met and engaged with 
their bows and arrows. Tl^fe Indians,were of the 
. F diftri^ 
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dfftri^ of Aranco, which being a country rich in g<^d, 
had been feveral times invaded by the avaritious Spa¬ 
niards, whom the inhabitants had always defeated t 
thefe defperate men mifiaking the Engliih for Spaniards 
gave them the like reception. After the (kirmifh, they 
weighed anchor and ran to the weft iide of the ifland, 
where they had good riding in fix fathom water. This 
idand lies in 37 deg. 30 min. fouth latitude. Here they 
furniihed themielves with good wheat and barley as 
clear and fair as any in England ; alfo with dore of 
hogs, hens, potatoes, dried dog £fh, and maiz, which 
is guiney wheat. 

They left St. Mary's idand on the 18th in the morn¬ 
ing, and having failed N. N. £. about 10 leagues, 
they anchored under an ifland called the Conception. 
The 3Cth they came into the bay of Quintero, lying 
in 33 deg. 50 min. fouth latitude, and the next day 
fixty men, well armed, marched fWen or eight miles 
into the country.' In this march they faw vad herds 
of wild cilttle, horfes, dogs, hares, rabbets, partridge, 
and other fowl; and having now travelled as far as 
they could for mountains, without any remarkable ad* 
venture, they returned to their Ihips the fame night. 
April 9, fome of the Englifh being on (hore filling of 
water, the Spaniards waited the opportunity, and 
poured down 200 horfe from the hills upon them, and 
mude a ihift to kill fome, and take fome prifoners ; 
but fifteen more Engliih coming: refeued their com¬ 
panions, killed twenty-four Spaniards on the fpot, 
and drove the reft to the mountains. After this, they 
ilaid in the road, and watered there without molella* 
tion tHl the oth, when they left this place, and went 
to a fmall inaad, about a league off, that is full of 
pengwins and other fowl, with which having furnilhed 
themfelves, they failed N. N. W. andon the 15th came 
to Moro Morino, in 23 deg. 36 min. ibuth latitude, 
under the tropic of Capricorn. Here the admiral went 
aihore with thirty m^n, and was met by the Indians, 
who brought freih water and wood on their backs. 
They arc a filly fort of people, live in a wild manner, 

and 
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and in great dread of the Spaniards. May 3, they 
came into a bay, where arc three little towns, Pa^ 
racca, Chincha, and Pifca, the latter of which lies in 
13 deg. 20 min. fouth latitude. They landed here, 
and took fome proviiions of wine and bread, hens and 
figs, out of fome of the houfes; but they could, not 
get afiiore at the bed towns, the fea ran fo very high.; 

’ tho’ at this time, they made themfelves mailers of two 
rich (hips,one of which,if an opportunity offale couldhavc 
been to be met with, would hare yielded 20 ,oqo 1. out 
of which they took what they could conveniently (low. 
burning the reft with the ve&ls, after they had fet the 
people aihore. The 26th they came into the road 0^ 
Paita, which lies in 5 deg. 4 min. fouth latitude. The 
town itfelf is neatly built, and clean in all parts of it, 
containing about 200 houfes. The admiral, with about 
fixty men, had here a fkirmiih with the inhabitants, 
beat them out of the town, and forced them up the 
hills; from whence they fired fmall fhot, but would 
never be brought to a fair battle. They found here 
plenty of houfehold-ftuff, and 251b. weight of filver^ 
in pieces of eight. They burned the town, and the 
value of 6000T. in goods, with (hip, which lay in 
the road; and directed their courfe to Puna, which 
lies in 1 deg. fouth latitude. In the harbour, they 
found a ftiip of 150 ton, which they funk, and then 
went afhore. The lord of this iile was an indian born, 
but marrying a Spaniih woman, and refolving to be 
of her religion, made all his fubjefls do the like. 
The ifland is near as bie as the Ifle of Wight, and 
has a great ftiare of the Idefiings of nature, tho' it af¬ 
fords no mines of gold, or filver. Here is good paf- 
ture, variety of ufe^l animals, as, horfes, oxen, iheep, 
and goats, that yield abundahce of milk; alfb very^ 

f ood fowl, pigeons, turkeys, and ducks, of a large 
ze. The lord had orchards, which yield moft forts 
of ufeful fruits, and various odoriferous plants ; one of 
which was fet round with trees that bear the bombafta 
cotton; the tops of which are full of pods, from whence 
the cotton Hies. In the cotton lies a feed the bigneis 
F 2 of 
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of a pea: In every pod there are fevcn or eight of 
thefe feeds, which, if the cotton is not gathered when 
ripe, takes root, and produces a new plant. May 29, 
the admiral went to an iiland contiguous to Puna, into 
which the lord, or, as he is there called, the Cafique 
of Puna, had conveyed all the Valuable furniture of 
his palace, and all his other moveables neceflary both 
for houfe and fhip. Thefe (lores, being all difcovered 
to the admiral; he took what he thought (it, burnt the 
church, and brought away the five bells that were in it. 
June 2, 100 Spaniards fell upon them, killed and took 
prifoners la of the Englifh, with the lofs of 46 of their 
own men. The fame day, going afhore again with 
feventy men, they met with a party of a hundred 
Spaniards, armed with muikets, and two hundred 
Indians with bows and arrows, and having intirely 
put them to flight, made havock of their fields, and 
orchards, burnt four (hips upon the (locks, and the 
town itfelf, which confided of 300 houfes; befides 
two towns more, which contained 200 houfes ; Puna, 
being the belt fettled ifland on all this coad: thefe 
wanton ads of cruelty have, perhaps, been very pre¬ 
judicial to our expeditions in t^e South Seas. 

June 5, they left Puna, and failed to Rio Dolce, 
where they watered^ The 12th, they paflfed the equi- 
4iodia) line, failing northerly all diis month. July i, 
they got fight of Nueva Efpanna, four leagues didant 
from the land, and in 10 deg. north lat. On the 9th, 
they took a (hip of 120 ton, in which was one Michael 
Sancius, a native of Marfedles, and a (kilful coader 
in the South Seas, whom the admiral retained for his 
pilot, and who fird gave them notice of the great (hip 
Anna Maria, which they afterwards took, coming 
from the Philippine ides; and after having dripped 
her of the men, fails, &c. (et her on fire. The lotb, 
they took a bark, that was going to inform the coaft 
of their arrival; but the men had left her. - The 26th, 
they anchored in the riyer Copalita; and the fame 
night, with thirty men, rowed the pinnace to Aga- 
iolco. Here they made a defcent, and burnt both the 
> town 
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town and cuftom-honfe, in which they found £00 bags 
of anife, for dying clothe and 400 of cacaos, each, 
bag of the former worth forty crowns; and of the 
latter ten. The cacaos arc like almonds, though not 
fo pleafant; aiFord both meat and drink, and paTs in 
trade for ready money; icoof them being equal in 
value to a rial in plate, when made into chocolate. 
The next day the admiral went alhore with thirty men, 
inarching two miles into the woods, where they took 
a Meilizo, belonging to the cuftom-houfe of that town, 
and carried both the mailer and goods to their ihips. 
Augufl 24, the admiral, with thirty men. Went to 
Natividad, in 19 dcg^. north latitude, where they took 
a Mulatto, who was fent to give notice of the 
Englifh all along the coaft of Nueva Gallida, toge¬ 
ther with all his letters; and burnt the town, ^nd two 
lliips of 200 tons, which were there building. The 
26th, they came into the hzy of St. Jago, where they^ 
got freih water, (lore of filh, and fome pearls. 
This bay is in 19 deg. 18 min. north latitude^ They 
left St. Jago September 2 ; and, on the 3d, came into 
the bay ot Malacca, a league to the weft of Natividad. 
The fame day the admiral, with fome men, went a- 
Ihore to an Indian town, called Acatlan, which con* 
lifted of thirty houfes, and a church; then returned aboard 
towards night 

The 9th, in the morning, the admiral fent 40 men, 
with Sancius for a guide, who, marching two leagues 
thro’ the woods, met with two or three families, part 
Indians, part Spaniards, and one Portugiiefe, all 
which they brought to their fhips. The admiral made 
the women fetch oranges, lemons, potatoes, and other 
fruit; and fet all their hufbands free, in token of re¬ 
ward, keeping one, called Sembrano, a Spanilh car¬ 
penter, and fiiecd, a Portuguefe. They arrived at 
the ifland of St. Aidrew on the 12th, a woody place, 
yielding plenty of fowl, and feals, and a fort of lizards, 
called Iguanos, with 4 feet, and a (harp long tail, but 
very good meat. I'hey left St, Andrew’s ifland 
the 24th, and came to MalTatlan, which lies under the 
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tropic of Cancer. The 27th, they came to an ifland, 
about a league diftant, where they heeled their fhips, 
and rebuilt their pinnace. In this ifland they found 
frefli water, by digging 3 foot deep in the fand, by the 
diredlion of one Flores, a Spaniard, who was their 
prifoncr. Here they watered their (hips, and might 
have filled 1000 tons. They ftaid here till the 9th of 
October, then failed for port St. Lucar, which is oa 
the weft fide of California, and arrived there on the 
14th of the fame month ; obferving, that it had the 
fame appearance with the Needles off the Iflc of Wight, 
which has been confirmed by all who have failed thi¬ 
ther. They waited here till November 4, for the Aca¬ 
pulco fhip, on which day, the Defire and Content beat 
about the headland of California, which lies in 23 deg. 
24 min. north latitude ; when one of the fliip’s com¬ 
pany, going up to the topmoft, cried out, A Sail f 
A Sail! the admiral, overjoyed, put things in readi- 
refs, and chaced her 3 or 4 hours. Toward the even¬ 
ing he came up with her, and fainted her with a broad- 
fidc, and a volley of fmall fhot. They found her to 
be the St. Anne, belonging to the king of Spain, the 
admiral of the South Seas, of 700 tons burden. They 
attempted to board her, but were forced to retire with 
the lofs of 2 men, and 5 or 6 wounded. The admi¬ 
ral, after this, made a frefh attack, with his great and 
fmall fhot, raked them thro’ and thro', and killed great 
numbers of their men; on the next broadfidc, they 
hung out a flag of truce, defiring the admiral to 
fave their lives, and they would yield op the fhip, with 
all her cargo, into their hands. This was granted, on 
condition, they would inftantly ftrike their fails, hoiff 
out their boat, and come aboard; which was accor¬ 
dingly done, by the captain, the pilot, and one of the 
chief merchants. She had aboard 122,000 pezocs of 
cold, filks, fattins, damafits, mufk, and all manner of 
vronfions, almoft as acceptable to them as their ricl^s. 
November 6, they put into the harbour of Puerto Se¬ 
cure, with the prize, where all the Spaniards, men 
and women, to the number 150, were fet on more; 
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the admiral having ch’ofen for them a fruicfitl fpot to 
live upon, gave them (lore of wine and viClfials, with 
the fails of the ihip, and fome planks, to build them 
houfes. 

The owners thus difpofed of, they came now to fliare 
die booty, which ungrateful work involved the admiral 
in a mutiny, no man thinking he had enough. This 
feud of avarice prevmled moil violently in the Content; 
but all was foon quieted by the generwity of the admi« 
xal. November 17, being the day of her majefty’s 
coronation, they kept it as a grand feftival. Of the 
Spanifh prifoners, the admiral retained two Japonefe 
boys, three natives of the ifle of Manilla, a Portuguefe, 
who had been in China, and a Spanifli pilot, well 
knowing all the parts between Acapulco, and Nueva 
Efpanna, to the Ladrones. November 19, the ad¬ 
miral having difcharged the captain of the St. Anne, 
with a noble reward, and fuflicient provihon for his 
defenfe againft the Indians, fired the ihip with 500 
tons of goods in her. This bufinefs, happily accom- 
plifhed, they fet fail for England: but had the mif- 
tortune to lofe the Content, and never enjoyed her com¬ 
pany again. However, they directed their courfe to 
the Ladrones, diflant from this haven near 1800 
leagues. January 3, they had fight of onepf them, 
called Guam, in 13 deg. 40 min. north latitude, and 
came within two leagues of the ifland. Here they faw 
60 or 70 canoes, full of favages, who brought coboas, 
potatoes, plantanes, and fi^fh fifh, to traffic with: 
they gave them pieces of old iron, which they hung at 
the end of fmall cords, and fifhing lines, and fo let 
them vere to the canoes; and by the fame method, 
received back what the fhvages ^cred in exchange. 
This traffic over, they thruft info clofe to the fhips, 
that two of their canoes were broke, tho’ the favages 
received no hurt, water being almoil as natural to 
them, as to the fifhes; for they would drop into it, 
and dive beyond the reach of danger, upon the leafl 
warning. They arc very large men, extremely fat, of 
auwnycolour> mi wear their hair bng fbrtbe moft 

part; 
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part; tho' fome tie it up in knots. Thefecanoes are 
very artfully made, con£dering no edged tool was 
tifed about tiiem ; they are eight yards long, and half 
a yard wide, made with rafts of canes and reeds on the 
’ ilarboard fide, with n^afts and fails made of fedges, 
either fquare, or triangular, and will fail as well a<- 
gainft, as befbre the wind. 

They fell in with the headland of the Philippine 
iflands, called Caba del Spirito Santo, on the 9th of 

i ianuary, which lies in 30 deg. north latitude, 110 
eagues diilant from Guam, and 60 from Manilla, 
which is the chief of the Philippines, and is inhabited 
by Spaniards, to the number of 6 or 700. It is a 
town of no great fbength, tho' vaflly rich in gold; and 
has a coxiHant annual correfpondence with Acapulco, 
befides 20 or 30 (hips from China, and the prohcable 
trade of Sangueloes, who are Chinefe merchants, very 
ikilful in trade, and ingenious in mechanical operati¬ 
ons, and the befl embroiderers of filk and fattin in the 
world. They work any form of beaft, fowl or filh, 
in gold, filver, orfilk, giving it the fame life and beau¬ 
ty as an excellent painter can do, or as nature bellows 
on the original. It is evident, that thefe men mufl 
bring a very gainful trade to Manilla, fince they 
brought vail quantities of gold, and exchanged it 
weight for weight for filver. 

The 14th they entered the Streights, between the 
iflands Lucan and Cambaia; the 15Ch they fell in with 
the ifland Capul, off the point of which, lay on one 
' fide a ridge of rocks, which they pafTed in fafety, and 
came to a good harbour in four fathom water, where 
the^ call anchor ; when a canoe rowed up to them, in 
which was one of the feven chief Cafiques of the ifland. 
They paffed with thefe people for Spaniards, who 
traded with them accordingly. They gave them a 
yard of linen cloth for four cocoas, and as much for 
a quart of potatoes, which are here excellent food. 
The Cafique that came aboard had his fkin painted 
over with very flrange devices: they kept him with 
them, and deflredhim to fend bit canoerto fetch his other 

fix 
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fix brother Cafiqaes, who> accordingly. Toon came to 
the (hip, and brought with them a train of people, a 
vail number of hogs and hens, and a whole market of 
cocoas and potatoes, which they fold to them as they 
did to the Spaniards, viz. eight rials of plate for a 
hog, and one for a hen. Here the Spanifh pilot taken 
in the St. Anne, who had plotted to betray them into 
the hands of the Spaniards, was hanged. They (laid 
here nine days, being all the time plentifully fupplied 
with frefli provifions. Thefe people are all Pagans, 
and are faid to worihip and converie with the devil, 
are of a tawny complexion, and go almoft naked, the 
men having o^y a fquare piece of linen, woven out bf 
plantane leaves, about their waifls, and another down 
their backs, coming between their legs, and faftned tp 
their girdles. Circomciiion is here pra^tifed; beiides 
which ^ males undergo a feverer operation, which is 
no where clfe ufed, except in Pegu. They make a 
perforation through the glans of the penis, with a 
nail of tin fplit at the lower end and riveted, whkh 
they can take out, and put in again, as they have oc- 
caiionl This was done at the humble petkibn of the 
women, and invented for the prevention of aii unna* 
tural crime, to which the men of this iflc were horribly 
addi^led. On the 23d the admiral^ fummoned all the 
Cafiques who had paid tribute before him, and 
told them they were Bnglifh, dhe greateft enenues 
which the Spaniards had; at the fame time paying thehi 
back in money the value of all the tribute he had, ki 
provifions, received. Surprifed at the admiral’s gene- 
rohty, they engaged to aflul him with all their forces, if 
he would make war againft the Spaniards in thofe 
parts. Then rowing round the fhip for fomb time, to 
give them fome diveriioh for the kindnefs received, 
they took leave, and the admiral fired a gun at their 
departure. T 

Jan. 24, they departed, and failed along the coaft 
of Manilla, fteering'“N, W. and in Ae iflands there¬ 
abouts, they perceived the Spaniards upon the watch, 
having taken the alarm of their coming. The kle of 
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Panama is a lerel country in many parts, affording tall 
ftrait trees for maib : befides feveral gold mines in cuf-- 
tody of the Indians. To the fouth lies the ifland of 
Negroes, near as large as England, in 9 deg. north la¬ 
titude. It appeared to be for the hiod part low land» 
but fruitful, and the people are their own mailers. 
June 29, they paiTed the Streighu between Panama and 
Negro-land, and having run about hxteen leagues, 
found an opening, tending S«W. by S. About this time 
, their boat, which was fent before them in the morning 
came up, in which the admiral had fent a Spanifli pri- 
foner with a medage to his captain, who commanded 
a ihip that lay at Panama the night before. The mef- 
fage was, that he ihould provide good ^ore of gold a- 
gainilthe admiral came that way again. March i, 
they anchored under the S. W. part of Java Major, 
where they met with fome people fiihing; the admiral 
.fent a boat to them, with a negro in it, who could 
fpeak the Morefco tongue, which is much ufed in Java; 
but they, frightned at the boat, got alhore, and hid 
themfelves in the woods $ yet when the negro called, 
one of them returned to the fea fide, direded them 
where to find freih water, and carried a mefihge from' 
the admiral to their king, certifying, that he came 
there to trafic, for viduals or any other valuaUe com- 
.snodides the iiland afiForded. March 12, nine or ten 
rOf the king's canoes came laden with all forts of pro* 
vifions, fuch as oxen, hogs, hens, geefe, eggs, fugar, 
cocoas, plantanes, oranges, lemons, wine, and aqua 
vitse. Two Portttguefe came on board to fee them, 

^ and to enquire after their king Don Antonio, then in 
England, who gave them the following account of the 
cufloms and manners of thofe people. The king of 
that part of the ifland, he faid, exercifed an abfolute 
.power orec his fubjeds; infomuch, as he was mailer 
of all they had, and they duril not make a bargain 
widiout his leave; if anyprefumed to do it^ he for¬ 
feited his life. This prince, 4ulded he, has 100 
wives, (and his fon 50) who poflibly may be happy 
while he lives, but cannot befo any longer; for he 
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being dead, his body burnt, and the royal afhes depo- 
hted in an urn, in Ave days after, they all of them 
march to a place appointed, where as foon as they ar* 
rive, the favourite wife throws a ball out of her hand» 
wbi^> where it falls, marks out the place of her death; 
they go thither, and turning their faces to the eaft, 
dab themielves to the heart with their daggers, and 
taking handfuls of their blood, befmear their bodies 
with it and die. This barbarons facrifice, are the 
queens of Java obliged to make to the ghoft of their 
huihands, by the cunom of their country. The mea 
of this ifland are very good foldiers, and dick at no^ 
thing that their king commands them to do; even fo 
far as to plunge a dagger into their breads, to fall from 
a precijpice, or the li^; the anger of their king being 
immediate death. They are tawny, like the red of 
the Indians, and go naked, but their women are of a 
better colour, and ihew more modedy in the ufe of. 
apparel. After this narration of die Ponuguefe, hav¬ 
ing fadsfied the Javans for the providons they brought; 
the admiral took his leave, making them a prefent of 
three great pieces of ordnance at pardng. March i6» 
they failed lor the Cape of Good Hope, and fpent all 
the red of this month, and the next, in travehing the 
ocean between Java and the coad of Africa. 

On the 11th of May, one of jhe company faw 
land bearing N. and N. W. about noon they faw fome 
land bearing wed, which they thought was the Cape of 
Good Hope, being about 50 leagues didant; but having 
little wind, they dood off to the wed dll midnight. 
The 12th and 13th they were becalmed, and the iky 
was hazy; the 14th it cleared up, when they made 
land again, which proved to be Cape Falfo, 50 leagu^ 
Ihort of the Cape of Good Hope. This Cape Falfo is 
eafy known, for there are three high hills right over 
it, but a little didance from each other, the highed 
in the middle, and the ground much lower by the fea 
fide; befides, the Cime of Good; Hope bears W. and 
by S. from Cape Falio. May 16, they difcovered the 
Cape of Good Hope, but ftood off to fea, and on the 
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8th of Jane came within 7 leagues of the ifland of 
St. Helena, but could not reach it that day; tho' the 
next they came to an anchor in twelve fathom water, 
in a good bay, under the N. W. fide of the ifland. 
This ifland lies in the main fea, between the coafts of 
Aflica, Brafil, and Guiney^ in 15 deg. 48 min. fouth 
latitude, and is now too well known, to require from 
them a particular defcription. 

Having here taken in all neceflaries, they fct fail 
for England on the 20th of June, and hawled awa/ 
north weft by weft. ’Tis to be obferved, that the 
wind is commonly off the fliore it St. Helena. Fri¬ 
day, Auguft 23, they failed eaft and eaft by fouth for 
the northermoft of the Azores; the 29th, they faw the 
iflands Flores, and Corvo, lying in 39 deg. 30 min. 
nordi latitude, and made away north eaft. Septem^ 
her 3, they met with a Plemifli vcflel, which came 
from Lifbon. Septconfber 9, they weathered a violent 
ftorm, which carried away nmft of their fails, and af¬ 
terwards arrived at Plymouth. Never was voyage 
of this confequence attended with fuch interrupted 
fnccefs,. as is evident from the time in which it 
Was performed; Magellan’s having taken up three 
years and one month; Sir Francis Drake two 
years and near eleven months ; and this but two years 
and two months. It is not furpriflng, that a young 
gentleman, like Mr. Cavendifli, whofe foul had an 
appetite for glory, fliould attempt fome extraordinary 
methods to difplay his good fortune. Some accounts 
relate, that he brought his fliip into the harbour of 
Plymouth with filken fails, which may be caflly ac¬ 
counted for ; feeing he had juft before met with a vio¬ 
lent ftorm, which tore all his fails to pieces, in which 
dhftrefs, he probably fupplied them with thofe he had 
taken in the South Seas, or in the Eaft Indies, which 
being made of fllk grafs, are very glofly, and might 
eafily deceive the Oyes of the vulgar, and pafs with 
them for real fllk. This, however is true, that tho’ he 
might be vain and expenfive in fuch things, thofe who 
went along wHh him, had a fai# and fim dividend of 
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the whole value of the prizes, which gained him uni- 
verfal efteem, of which we fhall foon give the reader 
a convincing proof. The very day he arrived at Ply¬ 
mouth, he wrote the following letter to his patron the 
lord Hunfdon, then lord chamberlain, queen Eli¬ 
zabeth’s near relation, and favourite. 

‘‘ Right Honourable, 

As your favour heretofore has been greatly extend- 
ed to me, fo I humbly delire a continuance thereof, 
“ tho’ there be no means in me to deferve it. I hum- 
bly delire your honour, to make known to her 
majefty the delire I had to do her majefty fervice in , 
“ the performance of this voyage, and as it hath pleafed 
“ God to give her viftory * over part of her enemies, 
fo I truft, ere long, to fee her overthrow them alf; 
“ for the places of their wealth, whereby they Have 
“ maintained their wars, are now perfedly difcovered, 
“ and if it pleafe her majefty, wkha very fmall power, 
“ Ihe may take the fpoil of them all. It hath pleafed 
“ the Almighty to fulFer me to circumpafs the whole 
“ globe of the world, entering the Streights of Ma- 
“ gellan, and returning by the cape of Buena Efpe- 
“ ran9a. In which voyage, I have brought certain 
“ intelligence of all the rich places of the world, that 
“ were ever known to any Chriftian. I navigated a- 
^ long the coaft of Chili, Peru, and Neueva Efpanna, 
where I made great fpoils. I burnt and funk 19 fail 
“ of Ihips, all the towns and villages where I landed, 
“ I burnt and fpoiled, and had I not been difcovered 
upon the coaft, I had taken avail quantity of trea- 
“ fure. The matter of moft profit to me, was a great 
Ihip of the king’s, that I took at California; which 
“ came* from the Philippines, and oite of the richeft 
“ for merchandize that ever palTed thofe feas; fork 
did amount, in value; to * • • * * in Mexico, to be 
“ fold, which goods I was enforced to fet on fire, my 

* ^he ^panijh Armada had been defeated jufi before by 
Sir Francis Drake. 
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‘‘ fhips not being able to contain them. From the 
‘‘ cape of California, I navigated to the iflands of 
Philippines, hard upon the coaft of China, of which 
country I have brought fuch intelligence, as hath 
“ not been heard of in thefe parts. The riches of 
which country 1 fear to mention, left I fhould not 
be credited. 1 failed along the iflands of the Moluc- 
“ cas, where, among fome ot the heajhen people, I was 
“ well treated, and there our people may trade, as freely 
“ as the Portugals, if they will themfelves. From 
‘‘ hence I paflbd by the Cape of Good Hope, and, in 
“ my way homeward, found out the ifland of St. 

“ Helena, and from thence God fulFcred me to re- 
“ turn to England, who humbly proftrate, at her 
majefty’s feet, the moft famous and vidorious 
princefs in the world. 7 ’hus humbly begging par- 
don for my tedioufnefs, I leave your lordfliip to the 
“ tuition of the Almighty. 

» Plymouth, Sept “ 

“ 9, 1588. moft humble to command, 

“ Tho. Cavendish. 

There are man circumftances in this voyage, befides 
the wonderfulfuccefswith which it was attended, that 
deferve to be taken notice of. Firft, the pafling a fecond 
dmeinto the South Seas, after the Spaniards had been fo 
alarmed by the former paflage of Sir Fi ancis Drake ; 
when they had receiv’d fuccours, and fortified them 
felves ftrongly in thofe parts: the exaft defeription he 
has given us of the Streightsof Magellan : and laftly, the 
attack of the Acapulco fhip, with fo inconfiderable a 
force, was a noble inftance of true Englifh bravery, 
which was juftly rewarded by the queen with the honour 
of knighthood. Thus much may be fufiicient, with 
jefped to this gentleman’s circum-navigation. The 
riches he got, from fo, fuccelsful a voyage, muft certainly 
have been very confiderabk; but whatever the fum 
was, which he acquired, with fo much hazard, it is 
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evident, that he did not make fo prudent a nfe of it 
as might have been expeded: for in lefs than three 
years, the beft part was fpent; and he was determined 
to lay out the reft in a fecond expedition. Nor is this 
to be wondered at, when we refled upon his boundlcfs 
generofity, and the vaft expence \ e w .s at in procuring 
and maintaining fuch people, as he thought might be 
ufeful to him in his naval expeditions; on which his 
mind was wholly fixed : fo that what the world took 
for extravagance, might appear to him only neceifary 
dilburfements. 

Thefhips he fitted out, at his own charge, were, the 
Galleno, Leicefter, which was admiral; the Roebuck, 
vice- admiral; the Delire, the Dainty, and the Black 
Pinnace ; with this fquadron he failed from Plymouth, 
Auguft 6, 1591. November 29, they reached* the 
coaft of Brafil, and took the town of Santos, burnt St. 
Vincent, and failed for the Streights of Magellan j 
meeting with nothing but, difappointments, ftorms, 
and misfortunes, of which Mr. Cavendilh himfelf gives 
this account, in a letter he fent to Sir Triftram Gorges, 
whom he made his foie executor: the running away 
** of the villain Davis (fays he) was the death of me, and 
“ decay of the whole adion, and his only treachery in 
“ running from me, the utter ruin of all.” He com¬ 
plains alfo of mutinies, and that by V/. S. W. winds, 
he was driven 400 leagues from fliore : of being 
taken with winter, and ftorms, in tl^e Streights, and 
with fuch fevere froft and fnow in May, that, in eight 
days, he loft 40 men; and had 7ofick. Davis, with 
the Defire and his Pinnace, left him in the latitude of 
47 deg. The Roebuck' kept with him to 36 deg. 
Captain Barker, ading contrary to his orders, was kill¬ 
ed, with 25 men, on land, and the boat loft; fome- 
time after,^25 more lhared the fame fate. Ten others, 
by the cowardice of the captain of the Roebuck (were 
forfaken at Spirito Santo) who ftole away with 6 months 
provifions for 120 men, they being only 46. Another 
mutiny at St. Sebaftians, by the treachery of an Irilh- 
man ; where Mr. Knivet, and other fick perfons, were 

G 2 let 


Digitized by CiOOQIC 



62 ^hc Voyages of 1588. 

fet afiiore. When he wrote this, he was fcarce able to 
hold a pen, and died of grief foon after. — The Black 
Pinnace was loft. The Defire, after having fuffercd 
much, arrived at Beer-Haven in Ireland, July 11, 1593. 
The admiral’s fhip alfo returned ; but what became of 
the Roebuck we cannot learn. We have dwelt the 
longer on this voyage, from a principle, which we 
hope will be agreeable to our readers, and w'hich is, to 
do honour to the Britifh nation, without doing injuftice 
to others^ Columbus had the fupport of their Catholic 
majefties; Magellan was fitted out by the emperor 
Charles V. But Sir Francis Drake, and Sir Thomas 
Cavendifh, undertook their expeditions at their own 
expence, and, with refped to fuch their undertakings, 
have excelled all Europe. 


CHAP. VI. 

^he voyage of Oliver Van Noort (frjl attempted by 
the Dutch) round the world. 

A bout the beginning of the year 15S8, fome 
eminent merchants of the low countries', formed 
a defign of fending fome able fhips into the South Seas, 
through the ftreights of Magellan, to cruife upon the 
Spaniards; inftigated thereto by the reports of many 
Engliih feamen, who had ferved under Drake, Caven- 
difti, and other enterprifing officers in thofe parts. 
As the fuccefs of this important expedition depended 
upon the capacity of the general, for fuch, in thofe 
daysi the Dutch, as did moft other nations, called the 
commander in chief, either by land or fea; they took 
care to provide themfelves with a perfon of an efta- 
bliffied charafter, as well in point of condudl, as cou¬ 
rage, who was called Oliver Van Noort, a native of 
Utrecht, in the flower of his age, and whole ruling 
paffion, was that of glory. This man readily came 
into their fcheme \ and their terms being fettled, they 
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began to equip two ftrong vefTels, one named the 
Maurice, the other, the Henry Frederick ; and two 
yachts, called the Concord, and the Hope, manned 
by 248 perfons of all ranks. Of this little fleet Oliver 
Van Noort, in the Maurice, was admiral j James Claafz 
of Ulpenda, was captain of the Henry Fredericlc, 
and by title, vice-admiral ; Peter Van Lint commanded 
the Concord; and John Huidecoope, had the.Hope, 
all men of-experience, and intejrefled in the voyage. 
A precaution then, and ever fince taken by the Dutch 
in thefe cafes. 

When all things were ready, the proprietors prefented 
a petition to the board of admiralty at Rotterdam, 
whereupon all parties concerned were fummoned be¬ 
fore them, and, on June 28, 1598, their regulations 
for their government in this expedition, which had been 
drawn up before, were approved by the fladtholder, 
prince Maurice, and by the board ; then publickly read 
to them, and every man fworn to obferve them. Sep¬ 
tember 13, 1598, the Maurice, and the Concord, failed 
out of the port of Goeree, and the Henry Frederick, 
and the Hope, having joined them from Amfterdam, 
they fleered for Plyrriouth, where their Englifli pilot, 
Mr. Mellilh, who had been the companion of Sir 
Thomas Cavendifli’s fortune, was to take in his flores. 
On the 2!ft, they left Plymouth, the wind blowing 
north eaft; when they were out of the channel, they 
found the vice-admiral wanted flx men, which gave 
them great uneafinefs; but an Englifli privateer coming 
foon eafed their pain, by telling them, thefe fix men 
were lewd good-for-nothing fellows, who entered into 
their fervice, purely for what they could get, and had 
taken this opportunity to run away with the boat. 
However, at that time fome jealoufies arofe, as to the 
condud and capacity of the vice-admiral, which quick¬ 
ly encreafed by his lofing a floop, that he had in tow 
with a man in her, which they never faw again. This 
carelefTnefs occafioned murmurings among the crews, 
which were not a little aggravated, by the vice-admi- 
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rals haughty behaviour, and contempt of advice, which 
no man more wanted. 

Odlober 6, they came between TenerifF, and the 
great Canary. December lo, they had fight of Princes 
ifland, which lies in i deg. of north latitude; they 
here fent in their boats before to take a view of the 
Ifland, where, entering with h flag of truce, a i)egro 
met them, bearing the fame token of peace. They 
only demanded a fupply of provifions, which' was 
granted in friendly terms: but/ while this point was 
fettling, a party of Portuguefe, that lay in ambufcade, 
furprifed them, and cut off feveral, amongft whom 
was the brave Englifli pilot, captain Mellifh; they 
afterwards purfued them to their boats, which they 
brilkly attack'd, killing the admiral's brother, and 
were very near taking all the reft prifoners. In re¬ 
venge of this outrage, they burnt all their fugar-houfes, 
and having provided themfelves with frefli water, they 
fet fail the 17th; and, on the 25th, reached Cape 
Gonfalvo, where the wind blows from the land at night, 
and from the fea in the day. Here they met with two 
Dutch fliips, which informed them, that captain Sleer-^^ ' 
hagen, with part of his company, were loft on this 
ifland; and that Peter Verhagen, who had buried 
thirty eight of his men here, was gone before to An- 
nobon. January 1, 15S9, they pafTed the ifland An- 
nobon, which they found in 2 deg. fouth latitude. 
The 28th of the fame month they had the fun in their 
zenith. The 5th, they reached Cape St Thomas, 
which lies upon the coaft of Brafil, in 22 deg. fputh 
latitude. The 6th, they went by the Fair Cape, and 
in the evening Cape Frio. The 9th, they came to 
Rio Janeiro. After fome time loft, and company too, 
by the treachery of the Portuguefe, they came to St. 
Sebaftian, where they had the comforts of a good 
harbour, frefli water, and wood, but no fruits were 
to be met with at that feafon. On the 14th of March, 
they met with a dreadful ftorm, in which the vice-ad¬ 
miral, and the Hope, were feparated from the fleet, 
but they happily joined again, on the 17th. The 
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fcurvy increafed, with the approach of winter, amongft 
them, which made them refolye to put in at St. He¬ 
lena ; but miffing it, they made towards the Afcenfion, 
or fome other ifland, where they could meet with fome 
tolerable entertainment; but they had the misfortune 
to light upon a barren ifland, in 20 deg. 30 min. fouth 
latitude, where they had only a few fowl, called Mal¬ 
le Mewen, which they knocked down with their clubs. 
The ill of June, thinking^to reach Afcenfion, they 
fell upon the continent of Brafil ; but the Portuguefe, 
not fulFering them to land, they failed to the ifland of 
St. Clara, ia 21 deg. 15 min. fouth latitude, where 
they found little elfe than herbs ; but what it wanted 
in food, it made up in phylic, yielding a fort of four 
plumbs, which cured all the lick men. June 16, they 
failed for port Defirc, which they reached on the 20th 
of September, and furnilhed themfelves with llore of 
fifli, and pengwins, in an ifland that lies three miles 
to the fouth of it; of the latter fort they took 50,000, 
with a vaft quantity of eggs. Odober 5, they went 
up the river, and going alhore, they found bealls like 
(lags, with a number of oflriches, fome of whofe nefls 
they found, in which were nineteen eggs. The 20th, 
the admiral went alhore to view the country, leaving 
orders, that none of them who guarded the boats, 
fhould come on land : but inlbgated by curioflty, they 
alfo took a ramble and fell among favages, who killed 
three of them, and wounded a fourth. Thefe favages 
were tall, painted, and armed with bows and arrows^ 
pointed with flint. 

They left this place the 29th, and November 24, 
made Cape Virgins,, where the land is low, plain, and 
yields a profpe^ like England; but they could not en¬ 
ter the Streights, being beaten back by tempefts, and 
loftng their anchors and cables, fo far retarded their 
voyage, that it was near 15 months, from their firft 
fetting out, before they could reach the mouth of the 
Streights. November 25, they faw fome men upon 
two illands, which lay near Cape Naflau, who bid de¬ 
fiance to tliem i but they landing, poifued them to a 

care 


Digitized by vjOOQIC 



66 *the Voyages of 1600. 

cave, where they obftinately defended thcmfelves, 
dying all upon the fpot. The Dutch entering, found 
their wives and children, who, expedling nothing but 
death, covered the little ones with their own bodies : 
but the Dutch did no more than take from them four 
boys, and two girls, whom they brought to their fhips. 
One of the boys, being taught to fpeak Dutch, told 
them, that the largefl of thefe two iflands was called 
Callemme, and the tribe which inhabited it Enoo. 
That the Icfier iilf-nd was called Talike, and that both 
were well ftocked with pengwins, whofe flelh was their 
food, and the ikins their cloathing ; that they were 
diftinguilhed into tribes, which had their feveral diftindl 
names and refidences. 1 he men tie up their pudenda 
with a ftring, and the women cover thofe parts with 
the flciu of a pengwin. The men are painted, and 
wear long hair, but the women are fhaved, and both 
fexes have no covering, except a fhort cloak of pen- 
gwin-fkins, reaching down to their waifts. The 28th, 
they palled over to the continent, faw fome whales at 
a diilance, and a pleafant river, near which were fine 
trees, and hore of parrots. From this delightful prof- 
pe£l they gave it the name of Summer’s Bay. The 
29th, they failed for port Famine, but could find no 
remains of the late famous Philip’s city, except a heap 
of Hones. Here they cut wood to make them a boat, 
found the bark of the trees to be hot, and in tafte like 
pepper Having no good water, they left this place, 
doubting whether it was port Famine or np ; and about 
2 miles off found a good river. December 2, they 
doubled Cape Froward, with fome danger, and pafl- 
ing four miles into a large bay, they caft anchor. 
Here they got fight of Sebald de Weert’s (hip, who 
was one of Verhagen’s company. He told them, ho 
had fpent 5 months in the Streights, and out of no 
men, had but 38 left ; and not being able to endure 
the ftorms of the South Seas, put in there, while the 
reft of the fleet held on their courfe. 

Jan. 2, 1600, they left this place, and diredled their 
courfe to Maurice Bay, in which they obferved were 
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great quantities of ice, that Teemed not to melt all the 
year; for tho’ it was near Midfummer Teafon, in the 
Southern climate, it was To thick, that at lo fathom 
founding they could not reach the bottom of it. Here 
they had the diftrefles of hunger, and rains continually, 
with the lofs of two of their company, who were 
killed by favages, in picking muffels, which were 
their chief fubfiilance. Having weathered many 
florms in the bay of Menide, they fet fail on the 17th, 
and were driven into Pengwin bay, a 'league didant, 
where the vice-admiral, for divers crimes, was con¬ 
demned by a council of war, to be put on fhore among 
wild beads and favages, which fentence was executed 
accordingly. 

February i, they came into another bay, which they 
named Popilh Bay. On the 27th, they faw a huge 
mountain of ice at a didance, but the lad of this month 
they paded Cape Dedre into the South Seas. Their 
company was now 147, but foon led'ened by the iofs 
of the vice-admiral, whom they dropped. March 12, 
expefting her in the van, they went to the idand of 
Mocha, which lies in 38 deg. fouth latitude. It has a 
high mountain in the middle of it, that cleaves at top 
to make way for a Courfe of water into the valley be¬ 
low. Here they gave knives and forks for Iheep, 
hens, maize, bartulas, and other Bruit. They went to 
fee the town, which coidided of about 50 houfes of 
draw, and were entertained with a four drink, called 
Cici, made of maize deeped in water. Poligamy is 
much praflifed among them, and they may buy as 
many v^ives as they can maintain. They have neither 
laws, nor public magidrates, to keep up any form of 
juftice. Their clothes are made of the wool of a 
large fort of iheep, which carry burdens. St. Mary’s 
ille lies 6 leagues from hence, in 37 deg. 15 min. 
fouth latitude. Here they met with a Spanifh (hip, 
that was carrying lard and meal to Araneo and Con¬ 
ception, which they took. The pilot of this (hip told 
them, they could not get back to St. Mary’s ifland, be- 
eaufe of the fouth winds, and that there were two men 
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of war waiting for their coming into Arica. Upon this 
information, they failed to Val Paraifo, and by that 
means loft their vice-admiral. This Val Paraifo lies 
in 33 deg. fouth latitude ; and up in the country, about 
18 miles farther, lies St. Jago, where there is good 
ftore of red wine, and fheep killed only for the fuet, 
with which alone they freight many veffcls. Here 
they found letters from the captain of the Flying Hart, 
one of Verhagen’s company, who was trapanned 
by the Spaniards, which fate he had efcaped, if St, 
Mary’s ifland had been rightly placed in the map. 

They intercepted fome letters at St, Jago, which 
gave an account, that the Indians and Spaniards 
were at war in Chili, the former having put many 
of them to the fword, burnt their churches, ftruck oft* 
the heads of their popifti images, crying, Down go the 
gods of the Spaniards. They crammed their mouths 
with gold, and bid them fatisfy themfelves with that, 
for the fake of which they had made fo many barbarous 
xnaftacres among them. They lacked the town of 
Baldivia, and ftarved the S|paniih garrifon in the city 
Imperiale. The brave Indians, who undertook this 
a£lion, were about 5000, of which 3000 were horfe. 
They hate the Spaniards mortally, and rip up the bo¬ 
dies of all they kill, to tear out their hearts with their 
teeth j and it greatly adds to the flavour of their liquor, 
to drink it out of a cup made of the fcull of a Spaniard. 
They are very flout and ikilful foldiers, and all fub- 
jeft to one general, whom they abfolutely obey 5 but 
tlieir method of chufing him is fome what odd ; for he 
that can carry a log of timber the longeft, without 
(hewing wearinefs, is faluted generaliflimo. Several 
in this trial bore it 6 hours ; but the laft carried it 24, 
and he was general at this time. Chili, from St. Jago to 
Baldivia, is the moft fruitful and pleafant country in 
the world, affording all forts of cattle, fruits, and gold 
mines in abundance; the air is fo fweet and wholfome, 
that it is itl’elf life and medicine, and they have no oc- 
calion for other phyfic. 
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They entered the bay of Guafco on the ill of April, 
and left it on the 7th/ They came into a large bay on 
the I ith, called Moro Gorch, ten miles from which is 
Morro Moreno, from whence the Ihore runs to Arica. 
The 20th, the air was all darke: ed with an arenal, 
which is a cloud of dud fo thick, that a man can't be 
feen a done’s cad off. They are common in thefe parts. 
The 25th, they faw the famous city of Lima, and now 
came to know the value of the treafure which the ma¬ 
lice of the Spaniards had robbed them of, and which 
otherwife they had found in thofe Ihips they took at 
St. Jago. The difcovery was thus made. The cap¬ 
tain of the prize, whofe name was Nicolas Peterfon, 
told the admiral, that a negro he .had with him in¬ 
formed him, that there was gold on board the Ihip, to 
the amount of 3 tons, and that he help’d to carry great 
part of it into the Ihip. Upon this information the ad¬ 
miral began to examine the Spanifli pilot, wlo, at 
fird, pleaded ignorance; but another negro having ad¬ 
mitted the fad, and acquainted them with fome far¬ 
ther circumdances, the pilot confelTed they had on 
board 52 cheds, containing each four arobes of gold, 
and 500 bars of the fame metal, weighing from 8 to 
12 pounds each, all which, with all private dock, the 
captain ordered to be thrown overboard, the night be¬ 
fore he was c^ced, in all 10,200 lb. weight of gold, 
and from ks finenefs, worth about 2,000,000 of pieces 
of eight. Upon this, the admiral ordered the Ihip to 
be fearched, but too late ; for they, in her, found only 
I lb. of gold'dud, tied in the Spaniih pilot’s breeches. 
The prifoners owned, that all this gold was brought 
from the ifland of St. Mary, where the mines were 
difcovered about three years before ; and that there 
were on that ifland, not above 3 or 4 Spaniards, and 
about 200 Indians, armed with bows and arrows. 

September 5, they came to the ifland Guana, one of 
the Ladrones, which is 20 miles in extent, yielding 
fi(b, cocoas, bananas, and fugar-canes, which the 
Indians brought to their fliips in canoes to the number 
pf 200, with 4 or 5 men a-piece, who came hollowing, 
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Hiero, Hiero, that is, iron, iron. They are fly, 
fubtle people, and will fell you a balket of cocoa fhells, 
with a little rice a-top, for a balket of rice; whip your 
fword out of the fcabbard, then (kip into the water, and 
the women are as good at thefe rogueries as the men, 
and will ileal with as much afliirance, and dive as 
well to hide it. U he 17th, they failed to the Philip¬ 
pines, and, on the i6th of October, came to Bayla bay, 
where, pretending to be Spaniards, they got llore of 
provifions; but being at length dii'covered, they made 
for the Streight of Manilla. Here a fudden gull of 
wind from S. E. carried away their malls and fails : 
fome of them went alhore on the 23d, eat palmitos, 
and drank water, after which they were feized with' 
the bloody flux. The 24th, they entered the Streight, 
and failed by the ifland in the midft, pall by the ifland 
Capul, where they found whirlpools. November 7, 
they took a China junk, the mailer of which, told 
them, there were then at Manilla two great Ihips 
from New Spain, which arrive annually, alio a Dutch 
fhip bought at Malacca; that the town was walled, 
and had two forts; that there was a vail trade from 
China thither, no lefs than 400 velTels coming every 
year from Chincheo, with filk and other valuable 
things, and particularly two Ihips were Ihortly expeded 
from Japan, with metal, and provifions. The 15th, 
they took two barks, laden with hogs, and hens. 
They paired the iflands Bankingle and Mindore, about 
two miles from which lies the ille J^ou-bon ; between 
thefe is a lelfer ifland, where is a fafe paflage. The 
ifland LulTon is bigger than England and Scotland, and 
has a number of fmaller iflands about it. December 4, 
lying at anchor in 15 deg. north latitude, in wait 
for the Japan Ihips, they took one of 'em. She was 
50 tons burden, and had fpent 25 days in the voyage. 
The form of her was very odd, her fore-part being like 
a chimney; her fails made of reeds, her anchors of 
wood, the cables of llraw. The Japonefe aboard were 
all bald, except one tuft of hair behind: this is the 
falhion of their country. The 9th, they took two 
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barks, laden with cocoa-wine and aqua vitas; £he other 
with hens, and rice. One the 14th, they met the 
Spanifh ihips going home from Manilla, and a fmart 
engagement began. The Dutch, overpowered by num¬ 
bers, were reduced to bad circumftances; the Spaniards 
boarded the admiral, preffed her very hard, and he, 
feeing all muft be ioft without a refolute pulh, threaten¬ 
ed to blow up men, (hip, and all, if they did not drive 
the Spaniards off the deck. The Dutch goaded on by 
rage, fear, hope and dcfpair, cleared their own fhip, 
boarded the Spanifti admiral, and funk her. This- 
aftion coft them but five lives, and 26 wounded, the 
whole company being now only 35. From hence they 
fetfail for Borneo, which is i8o miles from Manilla, 
In theif way, they pafifed by Bolutan, an ifland 180 
miles in len^h. The 26th they reached Borneo, put¬ 
ting into a large bay three miles in compafs. The ad¬ 
miral, by a mcfTenger, defired leave of the king to 
trade there, which at length was granted, fo they 
traded for pepper with the Patanneefe, a people of a 
Chinefe original. The Borneans and they were very 
fond of China linen, but that which was m^de in 
Holland was a meer drug. Here the Borneans form¬ 
ed a plot to feize the ftiip, and fixed upon the 1 ft of 
January i6ci to put it in execution: accordingly they 
came up \yith 100 praws, pretending to bring prefents 
from the king, and would have boarded them; but the 
Dutch obliged them to keep off with their ftiot. Borneo 
is the largeft ifland in the Eaft Indies, the chief city 
containing 30oohoufes, but it ftands in a marfh, and they 
go in their praws from one houfe to another. The in¬ 
habitants go all armed, from the nobleman to the 
fifherman ; and the very women have fo much of the 
foldier in them, that if they receive an affront, they 
inftantly revenge themfelves with a dagger or javelin. 
This was experienced by a Dutch man, who having 
difgufted one of thefe viragoes, fhe inftantly fell upon 
him with a javelin, and had certainly killed him, if 
fhe had not been prevented by main force. They are 
Maliomctans, and will fooner die than cat any part 
H of 
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ofa fwine; nor will they keep any of thofe creatures 
about them. The better f< 3 rt have a linen covering 
from the waid downwards, and a coiton turbant: the 
common people go naked. They chew betele, and 
Arracca in this illand, which is a great faihion in many 
other eadern countries. 

January 4, feme Borneans came to the fhip to cut 
their cables and brine the fhip aground ; but being 
difeovered, and pelted with fmall Ihot, they marched 
off, leaving their praw behind, which the Dutch took 
in lieu of their own boat, that was lod at Manilla. 
The next day they fell in with a Japan junk, which 
advifed them of a large Dutch fliip, forced by dorm 
into Japan; all the crew of which were dead, except 
fourteen: ^ding, they fird arrived at Bongo, in 34 
deg. 40 min. north latitude, and by the king's orders 
removed to Atonza, in 36 deg. 30 min. to a good har* 
hour, and hod liberty not only to trade, but to build 
a new diip. By this account, they were in jio doubt 
but this was Verhagen's admiral; fo, difeharging the 
veiTel, they eroded the line a third time, not without 
much fear and danger, for want of a good pilot and 
chart. The i6th, they feized a junk of Jpr, and in 
her a (kilful pilot, who came opportunely to fave them 
from fhipwreck, which very probably would have been 
their fate in thofe feas, having but one anchor left, 
and the cable of that almoll worn out: belides, they 
there had fo many Ihoals and illands, it was next to 
an impoflibility for a ftranger not to mifearry. Some 
of the iilands were Binta, and Crinfata, which yield 
diamonds, and are fold at Malacca. They arrived 
the zSch at Jortan, upon the ifland of Java, where they 
heard of Dutch fhips at Bantam. This city contains 
1000 houfps built of wood. The king commands a 
large part of that end of the ifland, and lately fubdued 
Bafambuan, a little ifland, lying fouth eaft of Jortan. 
In this country they are faid to be Mahometans, but 
the many pagods in ufe flill, argue fome mixture of the 
Indian fuperfti ion, at lead a toleration. The chief 
prieil is an old man of x 20, and lives on nothing but 
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Miilk, which he fucks from his wives breafts, having a 
round family of chem. Departing from hence, they 
faw a large Foi tug-- >e (hip, of 600 ton, ftuck fall to the 
Ihoals, in her ppi ige to Amboyna, with delign to ger , 
the trade of t; .r place to herfelf; but the general uif- 
pe6ling that ihe put to fea to cruife for them, was the 
lefs concerned for her misfortune, and lefs carefuf in 
aififling the crew, which originally conlifted of 700 men, 
of whom many were Hill aboard, and in danger of 
perilhing. 

They palTed the Streights between Balamboa the 5rh 
of February, leaving Java on the north call. On the 
1 ith, they were in 13 deg. fouth latitude, and direfled 
their courfe for the Cape of Good Hope. The 24th of 
April, having been long retarded by winds and calms, 
and reduced to Ihort allowance, they faw at night, a 
light like fire, about four miles diftant to the north weft. 
'1‘he 27th, they came into 34® 40' north lat. faw again 
femething like fire, and foon after land, bearing north 
call. May 2, they faw fomething like the*^ end of an 
ifland, about fix miles off, which they fatisfied them- 
felvcs was the Cape. Then they fleered to St. Helena^ 
where they arrived the 26th, and refrelhed themfelves. 
They departed hence the 30th, and June 14, palled 
the line a fourth time. The i6th, they met 'with 
fix Dutch Ihips, bound for the Eall-Indies, w'ho 
fought thirteen Spanilh Ihips near the Salt iflands, and 
had loll their pinnace, and vice-admiral. July iS, 
after fuffering great hardlhips, three Ihips of ^den 
met them, and exchanged bread and filh, for rice and 
pepper. Augull 26, they arrived fafe at Rotterdam, 
and were joyfully received. 

In this voyage we meet with an account of captain 
De Weert’s being found in the Streights of Magellan, 
and of being left there by general Van Noort. We 
lliall here therefore add the voyage of De TYeert, w^ho 
was one of the bed feamen in Holland, tho’ no circum¬ 
navigator ; and lived to dillingidlh himfelf by many 
fuccefsful expedidoas. 
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CHAP. VII. 

The voyage of captain Set aid De TVeert to the South 
* Seas^ and the Streights of Magellan^ by way of 
fupplevicnt to the foregoing chapter, 

TN the year 1598; the city of Rotterdam procured 
leave of the dates of Holland to fit out five fhips 
for the Streights of Magellan. The largeft of thefq 
was called the Hope, of 500 tons, and 130 men; 
James Mahu, admiral ; the fecond called the Love, 
of 300 tons, and 110 men, Simon de Cordes vice- 
admiral, commander j the third called the Faith, of 
320 tons, and 100 men, commanded by Gerard Van 
Beuningen ; the fourth, named the Fidelity, 220 tons, 
and 86 men, jurian Bockholt captain j the fifth a 
yacht, called the Merry MefTengcr, of 150 tons, and 
112 men, under the command of captain Sebald De 
Weert. The pilot upon whom they chiefly depended', 
was one William Adams, an Englifliman, they had 
alfo thre^ Englifhmen more on board the admiral, 
fune 27, in the fame year, the fleet failed out of the 
channel of Goree ; but the wind being contrary, they 
lay in the Downs, on the coaft of England, till the 
1 i;th of July. They reached the coaft of Barbary on 
the 19th, and about the latter end of Auguft arrived 
in the harbour of St. Jago, One of the Cape de Verd 
iflands, where they ftaid till September 10, notwith- 
ftanding their pilot, and in particular Mr. Adams, ftrong- 
ly remonftrated againft it, which fo much offended the 
officers, that they refolved never more to call them to 
council, which feems the caufe of all their fubfequenc 
misfortunes. September ii,in the afternoon, they 
were off the ifland of Brava, where they could not 
anchor, fo they tacked all night, and the next mornii.g, 
as they coafted along, found fome frefh water, but 
very hard to come at; yet the floops of Beuningen and 
Bockhok filled their empty calks, arid got fafe aboard, 
tho’ it was night, and their fhips under fail. Captain 
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Dc Weert, embarking in the admiral’s floop, put into 
a Tandy bay, and landed ; and in feeking about for freih 
water. Taw ibmePortuguefe and Negroes coming towards 
him They did not chuTe to come near. To he at a 
diftance deTired them to fhew him where he might find 
frefli water, and to Tell him Tome fruit. They anfwered, 
he might have water thereabouts, that they had no 
refrelhments, but they would find enough in the Hland 
Del Fuego. After they were gone, the captain prying 
about, found at length four or five little houfcT; the 
door of one being blocked up with fiones, he opened 
it, and found it full of Turky wheat. He inltantly 
Tent away the floop, and, with three of his men, flaid ta 
watch it: when good fortune Tent a Tmall fliip, belong¬ 
ing to the biftiop of St. Thomas, taken by the Dutch 
in Pray a, which lay at anchor near, to this De 
Weert tranfported all the wheat. They were but eight 
to carry it, and having no Tacks, made ufe of their 
breeches. In this place they took alfo two great tor- 
toifes, which had above 600 eggs in their bellies, and 
made many good meals of them. The next day De 
Weert landed again, when the Portuguefe told him, 
he nad taken away their com, and they were ftarving 
with hunger. The captain anfwered, he knew this 
wheat was placed near the road, to be tranfported to 
St. Jago, but that he was ready to pay a better price 
for it, than it could be fold for there, provided they . 
would (hew him frefti water, which they promifed, 
but were not To good as their words. De Weert, 
going aboard again, found the admiral very ill, and 
the council aflembled, and his opinion was, they fhould 
flay here no longer. He, at the fame time, refigned 
his command to the vice-admiral. September 15, the 
fleet Tailed fouth eaft. The 22d, the vice admiral fired 
a gun for the captains to come on board, the admiral 
being paft hopes of recovery, his fupercargo alfo 
exceeding bad, and they both died the next night. * 
Hereupon the vice-admiral was acknowledged admiral, 
and Beuningen, vico'-admiral; Sebald de Weert was 
H 3 made 
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n^ade captain of Beuningen’s fliip, and Dirkt Ger- 
nitfz-China captain of the yacht. 

This done, they failed S. E. by S. till Odober 4, 
thefi run W. S. W, and on the 6th Hood E. S. E. 
This Day the Fidelity made a fignal to call the captains 
on board; but the wind blowing hard, the vice-ad¬ 
miral only attended, who found, that moft of his 
men were fick of the fcurvy. They were then in i deg. 
45 min. fouth latitude. At length this difeafe en- 
creafed to that degree, they had not men enough to 
work the Ihip. The other ftiips alfo were in the fame 
condition; therefore the council refolv^d to make to 
fome ifland for frelh provifions. Accordingly they 
fleered to Annobon, where they hoped to find frefh 
meat and oranges; about dark, the admiral fired a gun, 
to let them know he faw land, tho’ all the pilots faid 
they ought to have been xoo leagues dillant. How¬ 
ever, they all foon after difcover’d land, and anchor¬ 
ed on the coaft of Manicongo. Here they loft the little. 
fhip belonging to St. Thomas. On the 4th of Novem¬ 
ber, the vice-admiral was ordered to man his floop and 
canoe, and take a view of the country; who the next 
day, told the admiral he could difeover nothing but 
trees; fo they refolved to fteer for Cape Lopes Gon- 
falves. On the 9th, they arrived on the coaft of Guiney, 
where they fpoke to fome negroes, who at the fight 
of the men and fliips ran away in the night. The 
general having found here a convenient place for the 
iick, fern them thither, and each captain had his own 
quarter. Captain Bock holt commanded the little Camp. 
Next day the vice admiral was fent to wait on the king 
of the country, with fome prefents, in order to pro¬ 
cure fome provifions; but returned with nothing but a 
hen, fome plantanes, or bonanas. The 20th, the vice- 
admiral fell fick of a fever, but after fome days reco¬ 
vered. The 23d, Dirck Erkinfon’s floop came into 
the road, whofe pilot was a Frenchman, and had lived 
fome time among the negroes, he promifed the Dutch 
to obtain of the king what provifions they wanted; 
upon which the general fent with him captain De 
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Weert, to fpeak to the king, who put on his beft ap¬ 
parel to receive him. De Weert found him fitting on a 
ftool, about a foot higlr^-like that of a fhoemaker. 
He had a Iheeplkin under his feet, and attendants about 
him; was dre^ed in a purple cloth coat, without lining, 
embroidered with falfe gold; no fhirt, ihoes, nor 
(lockings ; but a kind of cap on his head, yellow, red^ 
and blue. His face was powdered with white aihes, 
to appear whiter, but one might fee that he was black. 
He had about his neck glafs beads for a royal orna¬ 
ment ; the ikins of his gentlemen were painted red, and 
their heads covered with cocks feathers. By the king 
was another little feat, covered with a mat for the 
Dutch captain, who, by his interpreter, told his bufi- 
nefs. The king liftening with great attention to whatDe 
Weert faid, told him, the Dutch were very welcome, 
and fhould be fupplied with all neceffaries they wanted. 
Then the kmg took him to his palace, which was more 
like a cow-dall; there the king gave him a kid, and 
fome bananas, for fmall pieces of linen cloth and iron. 
While they were preparing fomething to eat, the 
captain's five mudeians ilruck up a tune, with which, 
the king was extremely pleafed : but De Weert was 
hungr)', and would have been better pleas'd with fome 
vidluals. When the mufic was over, the king’s wives 
brought, in.a wooden dlih, fome pieces of a lea horfe, 
and dried dih, of which the king eat but little, and the 
captain hardly tailed ; telling his majefty,if he plead¬ 
ed, he would treat him with fome providons he had 
brought. So the Dutch fpread a napkin, and ferved up a 
piece of bread, fmoaked beef, cheefe, and a bottle of 
lack. The king eat heatily, and drank till he fell 
adeep. In the interim, the captain took a view of the 
town, whkh condded of about zoo houfes; and, not 
finding the king at his return, would have gone to the 
(hips, but was prevented by a number of negroes ar¬ 
med with bows and arrows. So he returned to the 
palace, where he was told, the king was not to be 
feen. De Weert fearing fosne ill dedgn, refolved to force 
his way to the floop; ^s-noife al^xa'd the king, who 
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came out naked, and quarrelled witk his fubjefls, but 
they feemed to take little notice of his anger: upon 
this, he delired the captain to ftay all night, and lend 
part of his men to the (loop; fo he, with eight more, 
tarried in the town. Next day the negroes brought 
fome bananas, two g >ats, and four pullets, to exchange 
with them, which the captain took, and while he was 
in the town, fome of his men went into the woods, and 
killed a wild boar, two bulFs, and fome birds ; fo the 
captain took leave of the king, and when he returned 
diuributei his provifions to the fick. December 8, 
they having buried 19 men, the reft came on board f 
and the fame day De Weert fell fick of a fever, which 
confined him to his bed two months. December 9, the 
fleet failed, and, on the aoth, arrived under the ifland 
of Annobon. On the 17th, in the morning, they fent 
two (loops aftiore, but were oppofed by many armed 
men, who told them, if they otFcred to land they 
would be treated as enemies ; of which the genera! 
having advice, armed all the (loops, and fent them 
alhore under the command of capiain Bockholt, and 
the ferjeant major. The (loops made to the (hore in 
good order; two on the left hand, and the reft on the 
right: but the Portuguefe, and the Blacks, had carried 
off every thing, burnt their huts, abondoned the fort 
the night before, and retired to the mountains. This 
being a free port, the admiral ordered all the lick to 
land. The feamen longing for fruit, went about the 
ifland to feek for bananas, and oranges, which grow 
here in plenty. One of them was murdered, and they 
expofed his carcafe in ^he high way, to infult the 
Dutch. Hereupon the general fent a party, well ar¬ 
med, up the country, who brought in 27 head of cattle, 
which was an agreeable prize. The 24th, the admi¬ 
ral detached anotlier party, with orders to march to the 
mountains, where they found the Portuguefe intrench¬ 
ed, who put them in fome diforder, which they foon 
recovered, then marched up the mountain; where find¬ 
ing two palTages, they divided into two companies. 
Being advanced near, the Portuguefe (hoc at them, and 
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threw down Hones. De Weert’s cnhgn was killed by 
a flaot; and many were wounded. However, the 
Dutch afcended the mountain, put the Portuguefc 
to flight, and took their fort, wherein they found 1 oo 
ton of bifcuit, 2 Dutch cheefes, and fome earthen pots 
full of Spanifli wine. They alfo burnt 2 houfes full of 
cotton. 

The air of this ifland being worfe than that of Gui^ 
ney, the feamens difeafes encreafed every day, there¬ 
fore, on the zd of January, 1599, they put to fea, and 
the next day failed to the Streights of Magellan. The 
2 2d, they pafled the rock of Brafil. March 12, the 
fleet being near the Rio de Plata, the fea appeared as 
red as blood. They .drew up fome of the water, in 
which were vaft numbers of red worms, that leaped 
out of it like fleas. April 6, they call anchor under 
the leaft of the tWo iflands of Pengwins, 14 leagues 
from the Streight’s mouth. The 9th, they put to fea 
again, and arrived in a fine bay on the 13th, called by the 
RnglifhMuiTel Bav. Here they got frelh water and wood* 
The 17th, they f^led between two rocky coafts, which 
lay fo clofe, that^hey feared they could not pafs. The 
18th, they caH anchor in the Great Bay, 54 deg. north 
latitude, in the middle of which are three fmall iflands^ 
full of pimento-trees, refembling bay-trees, only higher. 
Here they found muflels a fpan long, which, ^ when 
boiled, weighed a pound. In this place they loil 100 
men, amongfl whom was captain Bockholt, who was 
fucceeded by Baltazar de Cordes. The fcarcity of vic¬ 
tuals was f6 great, and the climate fo fharp, and their 
appetites fo keen, that they eat roots, and other things 
raw, without flaying ’till they were drefled. May y, 
the vice admiral was detached with 2 floops into an 
ifland, over againft the Green Bay, to catch fome fea- 
dogs, which are 11 feet high> of a redding colour, 
with long hair. As foon as the nativesfavv the floops, 
they threw fo many flones at the Dutch, that they durft 
not come near ; and when they obferved them fheer off, 
they jumped into their boats, and rowed with great 
outcries towards the floops. The vice-admiral fuffwed 
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them to advance within mufket-fhot^ then making a 
general difcharge, killed four or five of them, which 
fo frighted the reft, that they ran afhore, and pulled 
up with their hands f me trees about a fpan thick ; but 
the vice-admiral returned on board. Thefe favages 
were all naked but one, who had a fea-dog's fkin about 
his (boulders. They had wooden javelins, which they 
threw with great (kill, the point of thefe was like a 
cramp-iron, and would run into the flelh fo far, as it was 
fcarce polTible to diflodge it; with thefe they killed 3, 
and wounded 2 Dutchmen. The great hardlhips they 
endured in this bay, with the lofs of r 20 men, made 
them name it ^he bay of Cordes, becanfc De Cordes 
was their admiral at that time. To perpetuate the 
memory of fo dangerous a voyage, the general ere6^- 
ed here an order of knighthood, and made the fix 
chief officers knights of it. The ceremony was per¬ 
formed upon the eafterly coaft of the Streight, and 
the order was named the Lion fet free They like- 
wife ereded a table upon a pillar, whereon the 
names of the knights were written, and called the bay 
the Bay of Knights, alluding to the Belgic lion, which 
they propofed fhould, from ttiis time, be fet at liberty 
from the ‘Spanifh yoke.. 

. Auguft 28, they left this bay, and put into a lefler, 
about a league off, where they w^ere again becalmed.' 
However, early in the night, of the 3d of September, 
they got out of the Streights of Magellan, and failed 
into the South Sea with a fair wind till the yth, when 
the fea, which, in thofe parts is ftormy, began to rife 
fo high, that the vice-admiral was forced to lie by, 
and hawl his floop in. At this time an accident hap- 

f ened in the great yacht, which had the wind of the 
idelitv, and obliged her alfo to furl her fails, and lie 
by with the yacht. The admiral continued his courle, 
thinking the other (hips followed ; the fog being fo 
thick, they could not fee one another. September 8, 
the two yachts loft the (hips, but the next day difeo- 
vered them, when they joined again. Dircks Geritfz 
fent- to the admiral, to defire his carpenters, but they 
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were fick, and could not go: however, thofc of Dc 
Weert and DeCordes went, which proved a great da¬ 
mage to the Faith, and Fidelity ; for they never faw 
them again, the wind fliifting on a fudden. Then the 
fea grew fo ftormy, that the yacht was forced to lie 
by a fecond time. The vice-admiral alfo, who was 
a-head of the Faith and Fidelity, did the fame: but 
in the night, the yacht and vice-admiral fpread their 
fails again, without making any fignal that was feeii 
by the two other Ihips, who continued to lie by, being 
perfuaded they did fo likewifc : when day appeared, 
the captains of the two firft fhips were forely troubled, 
at not f. eing the two others. De Weert, in particu¬ 
lar,^ was deeply afHidled, having no mailer with him, 
and but two old pilots, with a few Teamen, who were 
fick and weak, thro’ the coldnefs of the weather. Cn 
the 16th, the wind blew hard, and the two Hiips were 
in danger of linking every minute, for the fpace of 24 
hours I belides that, the Teamen grumbled, having but 
2 ounces of filh a day, and a fmall lhare of bimuit. 
The 26th, in the night, they fell in with the coall, by 
jniilake, thinking they were 20 leagues from land. In 
the morning, the crew of the Faith feeing land, were 
in the utmod danger; for the wind Handing towards 
the coaft, they diicovcred two rocks, which they could 
not avoid, >vithout doubling them. The Fidelity, be¬ 
ing a great way before, lay by, and faw the rocks, fo 
failed on the other fide. They were 3 leagues off the 
S freight when they faw land, and the wed wind blow¬ 
ing hard, they could not get off; however, the two 
captains determined to get into the Speight again, and 
there day for a fair wind ; feeing it had been previoully 
agreed, that, in cafe of any accident, they mould day 
2 months in the illand of Santa Maria one for another. 
About evening, they arrived in the fouth point of the 
mouth of the Streight, and were driven by the current 
7 leagues higher, where they anchored, and had fair 
weather till the lalt of September, when the fouth weft 
winds forced them to drop 3 anchors, and for the 2 
months they daid there, they had not a fair day to dr^ 
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their fails; fo they named it the Bay of Trouble. At 
length, after they had Itaid here till December 2, the 
wind turning north eaft, they weighed anchor, but 
could not get off into the main, becaufe of the whirl¬ 
wind's rifing between the hills and the bottom of the 
bay. The next day, with great difficulty, they got out 
of the bay, which they called the Clofe Bay. The 8th, 
they endured a more violent florm, the waves being 
higher than the malls. The loth, the wind falling, 
De Weert went into his floop, in order to board the 
Fidelity, but faw no fhip. The next day he rowed to¬ 
wards a gulph, where he faw a mall near a low point, 
which caufed him fome joy; for he went on board the 
Fidelity, and told them what apprehenfions he had 
been under. Henvas obliged to leave his little boat, 
to help to hale the anchors and cables, which llie had 
loll; then he took his leave, little thinking that he 
fhould never fee captain Cordes again. The next day, 
being Sunday, De Weert invited all his feamen to a 
dinner of geefe, ducks, and other fowls they had taken, 
thanked them for their fidelity, and the hardlhips they 
had run thro’. This fpeech revived the drooping fpi- 
rits of the feamen ; they took courage again, and row¬ 
ed to the well part of the bay to get fome provifions. 
As foon as they had doubled the point, they faw 3 
canoes, with favages on board ; W'ho, feing the Hoop, 
ran to Ihore, and fcrambled up the tops of the moun¬ 
tains like monkies. The Dutch went on board their 
canoes, but found nothing valuable but a few young 
pigeons. Then they went alhore, and at the foot of a 
mountain found a woman and two children, whom they 
carried on board. She was of a middle fize, had a 
great belly, was of a reddilh colour, looked fierce, and 
her head was lliaved, according to the cullom of the 
country. The ornaments Ihe had, were fnails-lhells 
hanging about her neck, with a fea dog's Ikin over her 
Ihoulders, tied under her'throat with gut-llrings. The 
reft of her body was naked, and her brealls hung down 
like cow’s udders. Her mouth was wide, her legs 
crooked, and her heels long. She would eat no boiled 
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or roafted meat, fo they gave her fome of the birds they 
brought out of the canoe: fhe plucked the long fea¬ 
thers, and opened them with muflel-fliells; after that 
ihe pulled the guts out, clean'd the gizzard, and eat it 
raw. Her children eat after the fame manner. The 
one was a girl about 4 years old, and the other a 
boy about 6 months old, who had moft of his teeth, and 
could go alone. After her meal, fhe fat down upon her 
heels, like an ape. When fhe flept, fhe lay all of a 
heap, holding the infant to her brcaft. They retained 
her 4 days, when the weather growing fine, the cap¬ 
tain fent her afhore, giving her a gown, a cap, and gfafs 
beads for a necklace. He alfo prefented her with a 
nail, an awl, and other trifles, with which fhe feemed 
greatly pleafed. He then cloathed the boy with a green 
gown, and decked him out with glafs beads of all co¬ 
lours ; but they carried the girl to Amllerdam. Thd 
mother was much concerned at the keeping of the ^rl^ 
But they carried her afhore to the place fhe pointed at, 
about 3 leagues from the fhip. When they were come 
on board again, a violent ftorm arofe, which frighten¬ 
ed them out of their wits. This accident obliged them 
to fail before the wind to the bay of De Cordes, be- 
caufe they knew there was a good bottom. Wth this 
view they coafted away fouthward, that they might be 
feen by the Fidelity. When they were got in, they 
fired a gun, to give notice to the captain, and imagined 
he fired another, as a fignal of his hearing them. So 
the Faith continued her courfe, but the wind drove 
them fo faft, that they loft the floop, which was a 
great lofs indeed. 

December 16, they faw the admiral's floop coming, 
whofe crew was received by the captain with great 
refpe£l:, were all in pcrfedl health, and told him, 
they had taken above 2000 birds in the great ifland 
of Pengwins. The next day, the general hirafelf came 
to vifit' De Weert, and the day following the whole 
Heet joined him, and fet fail. Having failed two or 
three hours, captain De Weert defired the general to 
lend him bis floop, and three or four men, to go be- 
I fore. 
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■fore, and tell captain Cordes to make ready to fail 
with the reil. He rowed along a fmall iAand, but 
iinding no body, returned on board. His fhip was 
now become very foul, and could not follow the others j 
and for that reafon, when Ihe was otf the Bay of Knights, 
at ebb-water, Aic failed again to the fame place. 
December 24, they tried again to double the point, 
behind which the fleet lay at anchor, but could not. 
The captain feeing it impoffible to double the point with 
that wind, refolvcd to flay till it changecl, lefl he 
ihould fatigue his men too much : but the general, tho' 
the wind was contrary, failed away. Then De Weert, 
fearing he fhould never fee the fleet again, tho* he was 
not far off; and well knowing that ne could not go 
without a floop or boat, ordered the pieces of a large 
old floop to be taken out of the hold to build another, 
which was on Chrillmas day: but the next day he put 
off the work, in hopes of getting into the little bay ; 
but the violence of the winds forced him back again 
into the bay of De Cordes. The 26th and 27th 
the Teamen began to grumble, and grow infolent, whom 
the captain appeafed by good words. However he 

f ot the floop built, and on January i, 1600, went on 
oard her, and fleered her himfelf on fliore, for the 
better caulking of her. 

Having doubled the fouth point in the afternoon of 
the fame day, he faw the two floops of general Van 
^oort, who being put back to the Bay of Knights, to 
fee if the Faith continued in the Bay of Cordes, brought 
a piece of ice about four feet thick, and faid, ^ey had 
feen many much thicker, tho* it was the middle of 
fummer ; and the favages were all naked. Next day 
the general returned back, and promifed to fend out 
his floop in quefl of the Fidelity. The captain fent 
his, with his en^n and pilot, for the fame purpofe; 
and, as they pafled by the fleet, charged them with a 
letter to the general, to defire he woiUd fend him bif- 
cuit for two months. January 5, the floop returned 
with this anfwer, “ that he could fparc none ” which 
much afliidled De Weert, who had no hopes of meet¬ 
ing 
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ing again with captain Cordes, fo he refolved to return 
to the iiland of Pengwins, and lay in a good ftock of 
them, that they might be able to follow the fleet. 
Before he went off, he wrote a letter to captain Cordes 
which he left at the foot of a tree, upon which the 
general had marked the date of his fleet pafling by 
that place ; and nailed a board upon the tree, with thele 
words written on it. Look into the foot of the tree. 
January 12, they anchored under theleaft Of the iflands 
of Pengwins. Coming near the fliore, they faw ^ 
muldtude of birds, and killed as many as they could. 
In the mean time, the Tea grew fo rough, that the 
three feamen, who were fent afhore in the floop, could 
not get into her, but expelled every minute to fee her 
fplit to pieces againfl the rocks. In ftiort, at low water, 
the floop being aground, they providentially found an 
axe, with other tools, and nails, which ^ve them 
fome hopes of returning to the fliip again; but it being 
night, they were forced to lie quiet till next day; fo 
they paflTed the night in the open air, made fires, and 
eat a few birds half roafled without any thing to drink* 
At day break next morning they all fet to work, and 
refitted that fide of the floop wluch was mod damaged; 
the next day they mended the other flde, then laded 
the water out of her, and loaded hra* with 450 pengwins, 
and that evening went aboard the fliip, after they had 
been three days aftiore. The full-grown p^j^ins weigh 
from twelve to fixteen pound, the young ones from eight 
to twelve, they are black upon the back, and white 
under the belly, fome have a white ring about the 
neck. Their (kin is much like that of the fea-dog's^ 
and as thick as that of a wild boar; their bill is like 
that of a raven ; their neck is fhort adrf thick, the body 
as long as a goofe. Inflead of wings, they have twe 
fins hanging £)wn, covered with feathers, with thefe 
they fwim very llrong. They feldom come aftiore but 
when they brood, and then they neftle three or four in 
a hole: they have black feet like thofe of a fwan. 
They walk upright, with their fins hanging down like 
a man's arm; which makes them look at a diilance^ 
I 2 Hke 
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like pigmies. They live upon nothing but fifh, and 
yet have no rank tafte. They make their holes in the 
downs like coney-borroughs, and the ground about is 
lo full of them, that you can hardly walk without flip¬ 
ping in up to the knees. 

January 15, they came to the great ifland of pengwins^ 
where they might have furniflied twenty five (hips j for, 
in lefs than two hours, they took near 1000. Next 
day, while they were faJting them, a great ilorm arofe, 
which carried the fliip out of fight of the ifland, and 
obliged the captain to fhonen the allowance of bifcuit^ 
to a quarter of a pound a man per day. The i yth^ 
they came to the ifland again, where a florm rofe with 
fuch viol^ncei that they were forced to cut the cable^ 
and continue under fail, but not without great grief, 
onlofina their anchor, having but one left. January 21, 
t6oo, uiey failed out of thechanel with a fouthweft 
wind^ af^ter having fpent nine months in thoit feaa^ 
in a ^plor^hle condidon, they left the floop to drive 
into the ^a. The in t^ morning, mey found 
three fmall ifl^ds to the windward, not marked in the 
map, which they named the Sebaldine iflands. They 
are 60 leagues from the continent, in 50 deg. 40 min. 
March 15, they pafled the equinoflial line, and, on the 
28th, faw the Cape of Monte, on the coafl of Guiney, 
but having neither iloop» nor boat^ and but one anchor^ 
they could not land. April i, they difcovered Are in 
^e night, whkh by day-light^ they found to be oa 
ihore, being driven too near by the currents. At this 
time their pengwins were all gone, and they had but a 
fmall ^quaniity of bifcuit, and rice; yet, during the 
£ve weeks th^ fleered about the coafl, by reafon of a 
calm, they found plenty of all kinds of iiih, both great 
and fmall. The captain^ not knowing how long he 
fhouid be pbliged to flay in thofe parts, ordered a I'mall 
boat to be built, which was flniflied in twelve days ; but 
they had no need of it, for on the 24th ©f the fame 
month, the wind being fair, they failed to the Azoree 
iflands. . . 

4 > i, . , 
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May 21, they paffed the tropic of CanCer, catching 
a vaft quantity of fifh j fo that they had enough both 
for faking and drying. But when they got off the 
Azores, they found no more fifh, and were forced to 
eat thofe that were falted, which caufed many diilempers 
among the men; they were parched up within, and fo 
dry, they could never quench their thirft, and their 
bodies were covered over with red fpots, like a leprofy. 

July 6, the fhip reached the Englifh channel; and the 
captain landed at Dover, to buy an anchor, and a cable, 
but finding none, he failed the fame evening. On the 
15th, while he lay at the mouth of the M^fe, waiting 
for a tide, with a pilot on board, the wind forced him 
into the channel of Goerte, where a feaman died, being 
the fixty ninth that was loft in the voyage, thofe remain¬ 
ing being only thii ty fix; who returned tlianks to 
God for their deliverance. 


CHAP. VIIL 

Tie voyage of George Spilbergen^ in quality of admU 
ral of fix Dutch Jlnps^ round the world, 

T he Dutch Eaft India company being very de- 
firous of making a fuccefsful voyage thro' the 
Streights of Magellan, to the Eaft Indies, granted a 
commiifion to George Spilbergen, who was well {killed 
in maritime affairs, for this purpofe; and ordered fix 
Blips to be fitted out for that fervice, viz. the Great 
Sun, the Full Moon, the Huntfman, the Sea Mew, the 
.^lus, and the Morning Star. On the 8th of Auguft^ 
1614, this fleet failed out of the Texel. They con¬ 
tinued their voyage without any remarkable incident 
till Odober 3, when they reached the height of Ma¬ 
deira They faw theiflands of Brava and Fogo, and 
on the 23d, paffed die Cape de Verde iflands De¬ 
cember 12, in the fame year, they difcovered the con¬ 
tinent of Brafil. On the 19th, they were at the mouth 
of Rio Janeiro. On the 20th they anchored in the 
rpad of Has Grandes, in 13 fathom water. On the 
X 3 aSth, 
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28th, the admiral hoifted a white flag for holding a 
coiinlcil ; wherein it was ordered that the Huntfinan, 
fiK>ald guard the fhallops, that were to go for water to 
a river two leagues off; with exprefs orders, for the 
Captain to anchor as clofe to (hore as poilible; tho' 
when he got out of fight of the fleet, he anchored above 
a cannon (hot diftance. The 29th, the admiral's Ihal- 
lop and canoe went to take in water, and a body of 
feamen were put on Ihorc to cut wood, who brought as 
much as their veflels would hold. In about three hoars 
they went for more, but were obliged to flay all night 
under a hut, eroded for the fick, who were here fet 
afhore. When they came aboard in the morning, they 
faid, that they, in the night, heard a number of voices, 
and a trampling of people in the wood. On the 30th, 
three other fhallops, with ten foldiers and the Huntf- 
roan were fent to the watering-place. They had not 
been long from the fleet, before feveral cannon fhot 
were fired from the Huntfman; upon which the ad¬ 
miral fent three fhallops, well armed, to enquire into 
the caufe of it; who no fooner came aboard, than they 
were told, that the Portuguefe,' and Meftizos, had at¬ 
tacked the three fhallops, and murdered every foul in 
them ; and that this barbarity was not in their power 
to revenge, by reafon of two llout frigates, riding at 
anchor in the place, to which the Portuguefe, &c. 
retired. 

January i, 1615, two were executed, for being cOtt« 
cerned with certain mutinous perfons, in a confpiracy 
to run away with the (hip; foon after a council was 
called, in which it wasrefolved, that if any fhiploft the 
reft, they fhould fet upon a mark in De Cordes haven^ 
flay here for a limited time, and then fail to La Mocha. 
March 7, they met with a violent ftorm, which lafled 
feveral days, and feparated them. The 28th, they 
would have entered the Streight, but were driven back. 
April 2, they re-entered, but could not call anchor,, be- 
caufe of the fholes, where, on founding for a quarter 
ofa league, they found but three fathom water. Here 
they faw a man of a gigantic ftature, climbing the 
mountains to look at them. This was Del Fogo^ which 
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is at the fouth of the Streight. On the i6th they went 
afhore, conferred with the favages, and entered into 
commerce, giving them fack, and knives, for pearls 
joined together. May 6, they palTed into the South 
Seas, and were welcomed into the Pacific ocean by a 
terrible ftorm. The 21ft, they had fight of Chili, and 
La Mocha. On the 26th, they fent out boats to thefe 
iflands, to try if they could traffic with the people; and 
the governor and hi& fon dined with the admiral. 
They exchanged here hatchets for (heep, and coral for 
hens, and other fowls. On the 29th, they came to 
the harbour of St Mary. Next morning, they went 
alhore with three enfigns, at the fight of whom, the 
Spaniards fet their church on fire, and fled. Here the 
Dutch found many hens, took 600 fheep, and had 
intelligence of three (hips, manned with 1000 Spaniards, 
which were purpofely lent out for them. June 13, at 
midday they came into 32 deg. 15 min and towards the^ 
evening reached the fecure harbour of Quintero. Here 
they catched many fifh, and for wood, water and other 
things, found the place very commodious. July 2, they 
came to Arica. On the 16th, they took a (hip witli a 
fmall quantity of trealure, which was embezzclled by 
the feamen : they took out the commodities, and funk 
her, foon after, they difcerned eight fail; which, the 
Spaniih mafker of the former fiiip alTured them was the 
royal fleet, fent out from Peru in fearch of them, under 
the command of admiral Don Roderigo De Mendoza, 
the vice-roy’s kinfman. July 17, they came in fight of 
each other, and a bloody battle enl'ued, wherein moft 
part of the Spanifli fleet was funk. In this adiion, the 
Dutch loft 40 rflen, and had 58 wounded. The next 
day, they failed for Calao De Lima, but finding great 
preparations made for their reception, were obliged to 
retire out of the reach of their (hot. 

Auguft 3, they palled between the ifland Loubes, and 
the continent, where they difmilfedfome of the Spaniih 
prifoners. In this illandthey took two fowls of a vaft 
fize; their wings, beaks, and talons, like an eagle; 
their hecks like a Iheep; and with combs on their heads 
like acock: they were two eils high, and their wings, 

when 
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when extended, three in breadth. On the 8th, they 
anchored near Payta; on the i oth they battered the 
town, and fent a number of men afhore, but the city 
was forfaken, and the people with their goods fled. 
The aift, tliey put to fea again; but were greatly 
diflrefled with famine, and fickneis, till Odober 11 , 
when they entered the haven of Acapulco, where, 
hanging out a flag of peace, two Spaniards came a- 
board, and they agreed to exchange prifoners for ftieep, 
fruits, and provifions. The i8th, they fet fail again, 
and anchored on the ift of September, before port 
Selagues ; where they procured all conveniences they 
wanted, ^ter a fmart engagement with the Spaniards. 
On the I ith, they failed for port Nativity, from whence 
they departed the 20th. December 3, they faw a new 
ifland with c hills, which looked like fo many diilind 
iflands i and the next day avail rock, in 19 deg. 50 
leagues from the continent. 

January 4, 1616, they landed at the Ladrones; and 
reached the Manillas on the 9th of February. On the 
1 Ith, they w'ent to Capul, where the people gave them 
fat hogs, and hens, for trifles. The 19th, they an¬ 
chored before the illand of Luconia, in which is the 
city of Manilla. Here was a curious fabric, artfully 
ereded on the tops of trees, which looked like a palace 
at a diflance, but who were the inhabitants they could 
not imagine. March 5, they had intelligence of a fleet 
of 12 ftiips, and four gallies, armed with 2000 Spa¬ 
niards, befides Indians, Chinefe, and Japonefe, which 
were fent to drive the Dutch out of the Moluccas. 
The 29th, they came to Ternate, in winch the Dutch 
pofTefled the town Macia, where thefe their unlooked-for 
countrymen, were, by the inhabitants, made very wel¬ 
come Nothing more of any confequence happened till 
the i^th of May, when they were informed by Mr. 
Caflelcon, who commanded four Englifh ftiips, that the 
Dutch general John Dirkfon Lam, who had failed 
from the ifland of Banda, in the fpi ing of the year, with 
12 men of war, and a body of forces on board, landed 
April 10 on the ifland of Pulo Wai, the richefl of all 
the iflands in thefe parts, of which, he, with great eafe, 

made 
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made himTelf mailer; and die inhabitants of die ad*? 
jacent ides, being fuimnoned before him, fubmitted 
immediately, and they all entered into a treaty with 
him, very advantageous to the company; hereby fccu- 
ring to them the foie trade of all the bed nutmegs in In« 
dia. On the 16th, the Dutch admiral delivered 7 
Dutch feamen from the gallies and prifons of die Spa^ 
niards, where they h:^ been confined four years. 
A few days after, another Dutchman joined diem^ 
whofe name was Peter De Vivere; he had been prifo-* 
ner among the Spaniards feveral vears, at firfi in the 
gallies; hot being an excellent goldfmith/ alid having 
married a Spaniih wife, they gave him leave to work 
at his trade; bat he found means to efcape, aiici 
brought his wife away witji him. This man was of 
great uie, . having a clear nnderilandingi • and being 
thoroughly acquainted With the latum aiM vidiie of aS 
the commodities in the Indies; he gave the Dntdi 
yemors more infight in thefe mattein, . thnn it wan 
pofiible for them to have obtained any other way* 

May 30, they failed on a cruife^ but were foon after 
recalled. On their return, they found 12 large Dutch 
fhips from Amboina, in tl^ road of Malaya, where it 
was debated, whether they fhould attack Tidore, or 
any other of the enemies fettknients; but nothing war 
put in execution. June 19, the Council procee^d ta 
the eledion of a governor and general or the Indies, 
in which command, the next day, Laurenee Do Reid 
was inftalled. Soon after admiral Spilbergen, receiv'd 
orders to fail with two (hips to die iiland of Java, and 
the city of Bantam, with infb*u£lions to fettle the trado 
there. June 27, they proceeded to Batavia, where 
they arrived September 7, and careened their (hij)s. 
While they were thus employed, they had the fatisfadlion 
of preceiving the vafi increafe of the Dutch trade; foj; 
in that time, there came in4 ihips from the Moluccas, 
laden with the richefi fpices ; 4 from Holland with fevc- 
ral hundred foldiers on board to fupply the garrifon; alfo 
a rich IJiip from Japan, with a great quantity of rials, 
uncoined plate, and other valuable goods. On the 
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zoth, arrived there a veiTel called the Concord of Horn , 
Jaques le Maire captain, who had pafled thro' the 
Streigbt of Magellan, and by that route arrived in the 
Bail Indies: but as it was known he did not make this 
voyage cn account of the Bail India company, his (hip 
and cargo were conhfcated, and his crew diftributed, 

- among the fhips in the company's fervice. It here may* 
be worthy notice, how foon exclufive corporations 
begin' to exercife ads of feverity: the Baft India com* 
pany, at this time, having not been founded above 14 
years. 

, December 14, the admiral hoilled fail at Bantam, to 
proceed for Holland, with the AmHerdam of 1400 tons, 
and the Zealand of 1200 tons, under his command. 
On the 22d died Jaques Le Maire, of a broken heart. 
January 1,16x7, theAmilerdam loft fight of the Zea- 
knd. On the ^di, they arrived at St. Helena, where 
they found the Zealand, which came in fome days be¬ 
fore. July I, they arrived in Holland, having been 
out two ^ars and eleven months. From diis voyage 
die Dutch Baft India company may be faid to have 
dated their grandeur, in refp^ to reputation and power, 
the former refuhed, in fome meafure, from his fur- 
rounding die globe; the latter, not only from his af- 
£^n^ in the conqueft of the Moluccas, but from his 
bringing home the firft account of that important a^ion. 


CHAP. IX. 

The remarkahle voyage ^ William Cornelifon Schov- 
teriy of Horn^ and jaques Le Maire^ round the 
globey by a new pa£bge into the South Seas. 

W H E N the ftates general of the United Pro¬ 
vinces had granted an exclulive charter to the 
Baft India company, prohibiting all others from trading 
eaft, beyond the Cape of Good Hope, or weft, thro* 
the Streight of Magellan 5 the prohibition gave great 

difpleafurc 
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difpleafure to many rich merchants, who refolved upon 
fitting out Ihips, for making further difcoveries ; and 
in the fpring of the year 1615, this feparate company 
engaged in the undertaking, and propofed to equip, for 
that purpofe, two veffels, the larger of which mould 
be commanded by William Cornelifon Schovton, and 
that Jaques Le Maire fhouki be the firft fupercargo; 
In the fpace of two months all things were ready, and 
a fufiicient number of men engaged for navigating the 
two fhips; that commanded by William Schovton was 
called the Unity, of 360 tons, nineteen pieces of can¬ 
non, and 1 o fwivels; furniihed with all things necefiary 
for fo long a voyage: the lefler was called the Horn, 
of 110 tons, eight cannon, and four fwivels, John 
Cornelifon Schovton mailer, and Aris Clawfon fuper¬ 
cargo. June 14, they failed out of the Texel; and on 
the 17th, anchored in the downs, and hired an Englifti 
gunner at Dover; on the 27th, they reached Plymouth, 
and there hired a carpenter. This Ihews in what great 
clleem the Englilli artificers were at that time. The 28th, 
they failed from Plymouth; and on the 13th of July 
following, they pafied between the ifland Teneriff and 
the Grand Canary: the 1 ^th, they eroded the tropic 
of Cancer, and the 20th, fell in with the north fide of 
Cape Verd, where they anchored all night. The .25th, 
the Mooiifh Alcaid came aboard, and they agreed with 
him for a fupply of frefli’ water. Auguft 1, they left 
the cape; and, on the 2ill of the fame month, faw 
the land of Sierra Leona, which is the highefi of all 
that lies between Cape Verd, and the coaft of Guiney. 
On the 30th, they arrived before the village that looks 
upon the road of Sierra Leona, and anchored in a fan> 
dy bottom^ a little from the ftiore. The village con¬ 
fided but of eight or nine poor houfes, covered with 
firaw; the moors, who dwelt there, were willing to 
come aboard, only demanded pledges to be left amore 
to fecore their return; becaufe a French ihip had jud 
before carried off two of them : Hereupon Aris Claw- 
fbn, the merchant, went afhore, and daid among 
them> driving a final] trade with them for lemons and 

bananas. 
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bananas, which they exchanged for glafs beads. Sep¬ 
tember I, they drove away with the fti'eam, and an¬ 
chored that evening at the mouth of the fea, before 
the end of a river, where they took an antelope ih the 
woods, Tome lemons and palmitos, and had good fuc- 
cefs in fiftiing. They departed from hence the 4th; and 
on the 5th of the next month, made 4 deg. 27 min. 
fouth latitude. The fame day at noon they were much 
Turprifed with a violent ftroke given to the lower part 
of one of the fhips, when no rock or enemy appeared; 
while they amufed themielves with this phenome¬ 
non, they obferved the fea about them to appear red 
as blood; but never found out the caufe of either, till 
they came to port Defire, and fet the fliip on the llrand 
to clean her: for then they found a large horn, refem- 
bbng an elephant’s tooth, which had pierced thro’ three 
jftout planks of the (hip, and razed one of her ribs. 
It (luck about fix inches in the (hip, and as much of it 
appeared wichoyt: hence they concluded, fome fea 
monder had attacked her, and not being able to draw 
back his weapon after the thruft, had* there broke it 
off, which occafioned that effufion of blood, as had 
tinged the fea to fuch a degree. They bad now 
failed fo far, that none in the (Inps, excepting the 
matter, knew where they were, till he difeovered to 
them his defign of going to hnd a new foutherly paf- 
fage into the Pacific ocean. November 3, in the after¬ 
noon, they got fight of Afcenfion ifland, under 20 
deg. The 21ft, they came under 38 deg. 25 min. Here 
the variation of the compafs was 17 deg. to the north- 
catt. December 6, th^y had a profped of land, and 
fell in with the north fide of port Defire, and entered 
die haven on the 7th, which lies under 47 de^. 40 min. 
At the entry of it they had very high water, nei¬ 
ther did any of thofe cliffs, which Van Noort had dc- 
feribed, appear. Upon this, they went on failing fo 
far fouth, as to mifs the right chanel, and came into 
a crooked bay, where at high water they had but four 
iathom and a half; and at low but fourteen feet. 
Here the tterii of the Unity lay fatt aground; but the 

wind 


Digitized by CjOOQIC 



i6i6. William Cornelifon Schovtcn. 95 

wind blowing weft from the land fhe recovered. Here 
alfo they found plenty of eggs among the rliiTs, muf- 
fels, and fmelts eighteen inches long ; for this realbn, 
they called it Smelts Bay. Their lhallop went to the 
Pengwin illands, and brought 150 pengwins, with two 
fea lions. The 8th, they failed out of the Smelt Bay, 
and anchored juft before port Defire, where the Unity 
was given over for loft, having funk down on one fide 
at low water, above three feet lower than the keel; and 
yet the fucceediiig food fet her upright again. This 
danger over, they went farther up the river, and on 
the 9th came to King’s ifland, which they found full ‘ 
of fea-mews, and almoft covered over with eggs. 
They faw oftriches here, and a fort of beafts like harts, 
with very long necks, extremely wild. On the 17th, 
they laid the Unity down upon King’s iftand. On the 
18th, they hawled the Horn on (hore for the fame pur- 
pofe. On the 19th, a dreadful accident happened, 
while they were bufy in cleaning the lliips. In order 
to this it was neceffary to make a fire of reeds; the 
flame of wliich got into the Horn, and fet her on ft re, 
and they, being fifty feet from the water fide, could 
not extinguifti it. On the 20th, at high water, they 
launclied the Unity, and carried on board all the can¬ 
non, iron w ork, anchors, and whatever elfe they were 
able to fave out of the Horn. 

January 13, they failed from port Defire. The 
18th, being in 51 deg. they faw the Sebaldine iflands. 
The 20th, they came into 53 deg. and obferved the 
great current that runsfouth weft, now reckoning about 
20 leagues diftant from the Magellanic Streights. The 
23d, they had an uncertain ftiifting wind, and 
water appeared white. They held their courfe 
by weft, and the fame day faw land bearing W. W. 
and foon after to the fouth. The 24th, in th^ fore¬ 
noon, they faw land a ftarboard, with very large high 
hills, covered with ice, and then other land bearing 
eaft from it. They guefled, the lands which this prof- 
pe6t afforded, lay about eight leagues afunder, and 
imagined there might be a good paflage between them, 
K becaufe 
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becaufe of a brifk fouth current, which ran by them. 
At noon day, they made 54 deg. 46 min. where they 
faw an incredible number of pengwins, and fuch large 
fhcals of whales, that they were forced to fail with great 
caution. I’he 25th, in the morning, they got up clofe 
by the eaft land, which reached E. S. E. as far as they 
could fee. This they called States Land; and that 
which lay weft, they named Maurice Land. At noon, 
they made 55 deg 36 min. and then held a fouth weft 
courfe. In the evening, going before a fouth weft wind, 
they fteered fouth, where they had full affurance that 
the great South Sea was now before them, into which 
they made their way by a paffage of their own difeo- 
very. The fea-mews here were bigger than fwans, and 
their wings when extended, fpread to a fathom’s length. 
3’hey would fit down tamely on the ftiip’s fide, and 
fuftcr themfelves to be taken in hand. The 26th, they 
made 57 deg. and being driven by a ftorm from the 
W. S, W. courfe, they changed it/or a north weft one. 
The 27th, they were under 56 deg. 31 min. the weather 
very cold with hail and rain. The 28th, they held 
their courfe W. and W. by S. which brought them 
under 56 deg. 48 min. 

The 29th, they held their courfe fouth weft, which 
gave them a profped of two iflands ; they reached them 
at noon, holding their courfe to the north, to which 
they gave the name of Barnevelt’s iflands ; and found 
their latitude 57 deg. fouth. Hence they failed north 
weft, and in the evening faw land again, which was 
high and hilly, covered with fnow, and lay fouth from 
the Streights of Magellan, ending in a fliarp point, 
^‘^N^gh they called Cape Horn, lying in 57 deg. 48 min. 
Th^ now held their courfe weft, and found a ftrong 
current running that way ; which gave them ftrong aL 
furanc^TThat the road was open into the South Sea. 
The ^ft‘ they failed weft, the wind at north, and 
made |8 deg. Feb. 2, with a weft wind they failed 
foutlijfand made 57 deg. 48 min. the variation being 
thereto deg. north. The 12th, they plainly faw the 
MafflAlanie Streights lying to the eaft of them. Now, 
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being fecure of their happy difcovery, they chriftencd 
this new pailage in a cup of* wine, which went 3 times 
round the company, by the name of Maire’s Straights. 
The 27th, they made 40 deg. fouth latitude, and held 
their courfe north. March i, they faw the iflands of 
Ferdinando to the N. N. E. and got up to them about 
noon, under 33 deg. 48 min. The two next days fuc- 
ceflively^ they attempted to anchor clofe by the land, 
but could not accomplifli their defign. However, their 
men followed the hfhing trade, in which they fucceed- 
ed fo far, as that they took almofl 2 tons of fifh with 
hooks only.; and this too, while fomc of the company 
went to fetch water. The i ith, they left thefe illands, 
and pafled the tropic of Capricorn, holding their courfe 
north weft till the 15th, when they made 18 deg. and 
failed weft. April 3, they made 15 deg 12 min. 
where the beft part of their coihpany was feized with the 
flux. They faw a little low ifland three leagues diftant, 
which they got lip to at noon; but could find no place 
to anchor in, and therefore put out their flxallop. 
The men that went afhore found nothing but herbs, 
which tailed like feurvy-grafs. They gave an account 
of a filent fort of dogs they faw there, that would nei¬ 
ther bark, nor fnarl ; fo they called it Dog Ifland. It 
lies in 15 deg. 12 mill, and as they judged 925 leagues 
from Peru. 

The 14th, they failed W. and by W. by N. and in the 
afternoon, faw a large ifland, ftretching N. E. and by 
S. W. About fun-fetthey got up to it, when an Indian 
canoe came to meet th^m. The men naked, with long 
black hair, and their bodies of a reddifh colour. They 
made figns for the Dutch to come afhore, and invited 
them thither in their own language; tho’ neither parties 
underftood one another. 

They got up to the ifland, but could find no bottom ; 
but however had another unintelligible conference, 
but could not perfuade any of’em to come on board; fo 
they bore away S. S. W. and having made that night 
ten leagues, they failed near the fhore, on which flood 
feveral of thofe naked people, beckoning to them, as 
R 2 they 
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they thought, to land. The Dutch having a mind to 
try if any thing could be got out of the ifland, fent their 
fliallop, with eight niufqueteers, fix foldiers, and more 
of the (hip's company : they no fooner landed, but 30 
of thofe people rulhed out of a wood upon them, 
with great clubs, flings, and long (laves, endeavouring 
to feize the fliallop, and to taken away the foldiers 
arms ; but the nunqiieis being difeharged, prevented 
their intended robbery. They called this ifland, the 
Ifle without Ground, becaufe they could not anchor 
here. The i6th, they reached another ifland, about 
15 leagues diflant, which, tho' fet round with trees, 
appeared to lie under wa:cr, and here alfo they found 
no bottom. It aflbrded them nothing but herbs, crabs, 
and other fliell f fh ; tho' they found frefli water in a 
pit not far from fliore. The pottage made of thefe 
herbs proved ferviceable to thofe who were afflidled 
with the flux. This ifland they called Water ifland. 
The next day they made another ifland, 20 leagues 
diflant from the laft ; and the boat, being fent to found 
the depth, brought word they had found a bottom by a 
point of land : hereupon they came to a gentle ftream, 
about a mufket (hot from the fliore. 1 his advice of 
water, made them fend their empty calks, in hopes to 
have them filled ; but after they had taken great pains 
to land, and beaten about the woods to find fprings, 
the fight of a wild man frightened them away. Soon 
after they were got into the fliip, 5 or 6 more of thofe 
ravages appeared on the fliore; but feeing them gone 
off, retired into the woods: and tho’ they efcaped from 
thefe formidable enemies, they brought others, which 
ftuck clofe to them, and were a fort of black flies, 
of which there were fuch prodigious fwarms, that they 
returned covered over from head to foot; their boat, 
oars, hands, faces, and deaths, were hid by thofe 
crawling animals. It was the heft part of that day*s 
work to be flapping them away, and very difficult 
for a man to fpeak, or eat, without taking in a mouth¬ 
ful of thefe vermin. This perfecution lafted four days, 
and they named die place. Fly Ifland. 

May, 
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May 10, they failed W. S. W. and on the nth, 
made a very high ifland; about which time a bark 
came up to them; but iheered off at fuch a rate, as 
few Dutch Ihips could outftrip her. Sending their 
fhallop to found by this ifland, they were informed, 
that there was ground, but fhelvy, at 12, 14, and 15 
fathom, about a cannon {hot from land, fo they re- 
folved to anchor. This ifland lies in 16 deg. 10 min. 
is one entire mountain, and looks like one of the 
Moluccas. Here they were attacked by the inhabi¬ 
tants, with a fleet of 800 canoes, whom they foon 
difperfed with their fmall arms. The i8th, they were 
under 16 deg. 5 min. where they confulted about further 
profecuting the voyage. William Shovten told them, 
they were now 1600 leagues from the coaft of Perui 
and that, going on the courfe they had hitherto purfued, 
they muft certainly fall fouthward upon New Guiney. 
Upon this they fleered North Eaft, towards two iflands 
about 8 leagues diflant. The 21ft, being about a league 
from land, the^ were vifited by 2 canoes, who rudely 
infultedthem without any provocation, but were foonfent 
away by the difcharge of their guns. The 22d, mpre 
of them came to the fhip, upon friendly terms, bring¬ 
ing cocoa, ubes-roats, and roafled hogs, which they 
bartered for knives, beads, and nails. Their houfes 
flood all along the flrand, covered on the top with 
leaves, and had a penthoufe of the fame to carry off tKc 
water. They were about 12 feet high, and 25 in com- 
pafs. The Dutch here found good water; and, on 
the.24th, fent 3 of the principal men of the Ihip to 
make friendfliip with the Indians, having in their room 
fix Indians of quality on board, as hoftages. The 
Dutch afliore had great refpeft {hewed to them by the 
king, who made them a prefent of four hogs, and the 
Indians on board were made very welcome. The king, 
having a delire to hear one of the great guns fired, 
feated himfelf in great order under a canopy aPnore, 
with his courtiers about him; but upon the difcharge 
of the gun, he jumped off the feat, and ran into the 
woods, with all his courtiers after him, fo that the 
Dutch could not poflible flop him. The 2 cth and 26th 
K 3 they 
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they went aihore again to barter for hogs, but could 
get none, the Indians being reduced to Tome flreights 
themfclves. Yet the king continued his kindnefs to 
them, and he, and his lieutenant, pulled off their 
crowns from their heads, which were made of white, 
red, and green feathers, which their parrots, and doves 
fupplied. Every one of the king’s council has one of 
thefe fet by him upon a kick. The 27th and 28th they 
got in all their water, and the mailer, and merchants, 
went adiore with their trumpet's, with which the king 
was highly delighted ; but they could obferve he feemed 
fearful they had fome defign of invading his country, 
by his telling them, if they would depart in two days, he 
would give them ten hogs, and a good parcel of co¬ 
coas ; yet, notwithflanding his fufpicions, he came on 
board, praying in every place he entered. The 30th, 
was a day of rejoycing, on account of a king of ano¬ 
ther illand’s coming to vifit him, who had a train of 
300 naked Indians, wiih bunches of green herbs lluck 
about their middles, of which they prepare their drink. 
When the two princes came within light of each other 
they bowed, and muttered certain prayers. When 
they met, they both pro(lrated thcmfelves upon the 
ground; and after fcveral ftrange gellures, they a- 
rofe, and walked to the feats provided for them : and 
now to make the royal llranger welcome, the king 
difpatchcd a mc/ienger to the Dutch Ihip, to get their 
drums and trumpets aHiore. They came. The trum¬ 
pets founded, a march was beat, with which their 
Indian majefties feemed greatly pleafed. This o- 
ver, a foiemn banquet was prepared, in order to 
which they began to make ready the liquor, which 
was done in the following lloyenly manner. A com¬ 
pany of fellows brought them a good quantity of 
cana, each of them crammed in a mouthful of it, 
and having chewed it awhile, put it out of their 
mourlis into a wooden trough i then poured water upon 
it, and after llirring, and I'quee/ang it, prened out all. 
the goodnefs, and prelented it in cups to the two kings, 
who offered it to the Dutch, that w’ere ready to fpew 
at the preparation. Their eating conlifled of ubes-roots, 
^ and 
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and hogs dreffed very nicely ; of which they prefcntcd 
two to the Dutch. They gave them beiicies, eleven 
more alive, for which they received knives, old nails, 
and beads. Thefe people are of a dark yellow colour, 
tall and big. They wear their hair, fome curled, tome 
frizzled, fome tied up in knots, fome have it Ibind 
upright on their heads like hogs brilles, eleven inciies 
high. The women have very ugly features, arc Ihort; 
and ill fhaped, with their hair cut clofe, and their 
bteafts hanging down to their bellies. Both fexes are 
naked all to the pudenda. They are intirely void of 
all care and prudence, living like the brutal creatior., up^ 
on what the earth produces. 7 'hey have no regard to 
decency or modelly, for they will make ufe ot iheir 
wives openly, even in the greatell: aflcmbly, and belore 
the kmg alfo. During the whole month of June, they met 
with nothing worthy notice. July i, in the morning, they 
anchored be ween an iiland, and the firm land of Guiney, 
and were foon furrounded by twenty-five armed canoes 
full of people i two of whom, fixed themfelves upon 
two anchors, and with their girdles, began to tug the 
fhip, hoping to draw her alhore The reft lay about 
the fides of her, and gave a brifk onfet with their flings, 
iSc. but the guns, the everlafting plagues of thefe la¬ 
vages, fhattered the men and canones all to pieces j 
killed fourteen, and wounded as many more. 1 he 2d, 
they were in 3 deg. i 2 min. and failed gently W. N. 
W. The 3d, they faw land, bearing weft, about 
fourteen leagues from the former ifland in 2 deg. 41 
min. The 4th, they faw twenty three iflands, great 
and fmall, high and low, which lay in 2 deg. 30 min. 
The 6th, they had a very high hill before them. The 
7th, they failed towards thofe mighty hilis, and found 
ibme of them to be volcanoes. The 8tli, they fleered 
W. S. W. having on their ftarboard a high ifland, and 
another fomething lower on the larboard. Here they 
anchored in the afternoon, about a cannon fhot from 
ihore, at 70 fathom. This ifland yielded nothing con- 
.fiderable, except a little ginger. It was inhabited by 
Papoos, whoiC drefs and deformicy made them appear 
monfters in human lhape. There were fcarce any of 
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them, but had fomething very odd in the bignefs or 
pofition of their limbs; the firings of hogs teeth 
hung around their necks, and their perforated nofes, 
with rings in them, fhort frizzled hair, and ugly faces, 
would (hock a European fpe6lator : neither were their 
houfes lefs odious than the inhabitants. The 9th, they 
anchored in a more convenient bay, at twenty fix fathom, 
where two villages of the Indians were lituated near 
the fhore, from whence fome canoes brought hogs and 
cocoas, but held them up at fo dear a price, that there 
was no bartering with them. Now, having failed fo 
long by this new land, they knew not whether it was 
New Guiney or not. On the 13th and 14th, they kept 
failing by the coall ; and on the 15 th faw two low 
iflands, about 2 deg. 54 min. fouth latitude. The i6th, 
in the morning, they anchored in nine fathom water, 
and the fame day went afhore on the lefTer ifland, burnt 
fome Indian houfes, and brought ofF a good quantity 
of cocoas. Upon this treatment, the barbarous people 
became more gentle ; and on the. 17th, made their 
peace-oficrings. The i8th, they bartered for cocoas, 
* caflave, and papade : the people make all their 
bread of the 2 lad. This ifland lies about fix leagues 
from new Guiney Arimea. Thefe people feemed to 
have been vifited by the Europeans before; for they 
had Spanifh j^rs, and pots among them, and were not 
furprifed at the noife of guns. The 23d, in the morn¬ 
ing, fetting fail from thence fix great canoes overtook 
them a little from the land, bringing dried fifh, cocoas, 
bananas, tobacQO, and a fmall kind of fruit, like 
prunes; they were vaftly fond of beads and iron, like 
the reft of the Indians'; but were remarkably diftin- 
guifhed from thofe we faw laft, by their gigantic lize, 
and orange complexion. The 29th, at night, they 
had an ea.^thquake, which frightned the crew fomuch, 
and ftiocked the fhip at fuch a rate, that they expedled 
fhe had run aground, but when they found, in the morn¬ 
ing, the water was unfathomable, and they were cleat 
of rocks and fhe Ives, they concluded it was the effedl 
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of a violent concufiion of the fubmarine regions. The 
31ft, they pafTed the equator a fecond time, and being 
almoft encompalFed round with land, they anchored 
at twelve fathom, by a defolate ifland, that Jay near 
land. Auguft i, they made 15 min. north latitude. 
The 2d and 3d, being becalmed, they drove with the 
ftream, and the laft day made 35 min. north latitude, 
faw fev.eral tortoifes, with two iflands lying, to the 
weft, and now imagined they were at the end of the 
landofNew Guiney. 

The 5th, in the morning, feveral canoes with Indian 
beans, rice, tobacco, and two birds of paradife came 
up to them, they bartered for one of thefe birds, which 
was all white and yellow. They fpoke the Ternate 
language here, and fome of them the Spanilh and 
Malayan, which latter tongue Clawfon the merchant, 
underftood veiy well. They were finely cloathed about 
their waifts; forae with loofe filks, others with breeches, 
and fome with filken wreaths about their heads, thefe 
were Mahometans in their company. They all had 
black hair, and ftore of rings on their fingers; they 
bartered with them for beads, and other toys, but had 
more a mind for linen cloth. They feemed fearful and 
fufpicious, and would not tell the name of their country, 
tho’ the Dutch now judged they were near the eaft 
point of Gilolo, and that thefe people were natives of 
Tidore, which they afterwards found true. The 7th, 
they made the north eaft point of the ifland Moratay. 
The 8th, at noon, they came into 4 deg. 3 min. north 
latitude. The 18th, with calm weather, they conti¬ 
nued coafting along, and about noon were met by two 
canoes of Ternateens, wdio, to fliew their dclign, put 
out a white flag. They informed them, they came 
from the village Soppy, where an Englilh fhip lately 
arrived ; and alfo a pinnace of Amfterdam. I'he 19th, 
they failed into the bay of Sopj'y, anchoi cd at ten 
fathom, near the fhore, and bartered for fago, hens, 
rice, and tortoife. Auguft 13, /evcral native > came 
aboard, and faid that an Englifti and Dutch fl ip had 
been lately in thofe parts, and were furniihea with 
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provifions for their voyage home ; which was very a- 
greeable news. The next day they received advice 
that there were twenty Englifh and Dutch ihips at Ter- 
hate. Augufta^, they failed, and on the ill of Sep¬ 
tember, they entered into the bay of an iHand, which 
feemed to be defert. Some of the officers went aihore, 
and endeavoured to afeend a high mountain, but could 
not. However they here faw an extraordinary curio- 
lity, which was a worm, as thick as a man's leg, and 
of a prodigious length. The name of the ifland was 
Moro. On the 5th, they anchored near Gilolo, where 
they (laid fome days. The 17th, they fpoke with a 
Dutch Ihip, who told them fome particularls relating to 
admiral Spilbergen’s voyage ; and alfo that there was 
a fquadron of ten Dutch Ihips, under the command of 
general/John Dirckfon at the Manillas, to defend the 
trade of Holland againd a Spanifh fleet, deiigned to 
attack tliem at Ternate. The fame evening, captain 
Schovten and Jaques de Maire, having anchored before 
Malaya, went on fhore, and were kindly received by 
general Gcrrard Reynet, the governor of Am- 
boina, and the whole council of ln£a. The 18th, they 
fold two fhallops, with all they had faved out of the 
Horn, that was burnt in King’s ifland, for 13^0 reals, 
with part of which they bought provifions. The 27th, 
they failed for Bantam 5 the 29th, they paffed the line 
a fourth time; and, 0£lober 28, they anchored at 
Jacatra, where they found three Dutch Ihips. On the 
lad of this month arrived John Peterfon Koen, prefi- 
dent of the Ead India company, at Bantam,, and the 
very next day fummoned the captain, and both the 
fupercargoes, before the council. After - a very fhort 
debate, he required them, in virtue of his commiffion 
from the Ead India company, immediately to deliver 
up their fliip and cargo. They infided the feizure was 
unlawful, feeing they had, in nothing, offended againd 
the company’s charter, eitlier in the letter or intention 
of it; that with refped to the former, they came not 
into the Indies by any forbidden way, either by the 
Gape of Good Hope, or thro’ the Streight of Magellan ; 
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but by a new palTage of their own difcovery, which, 
in its confequences, mull be very advantageous, not 
only to the commerce of their countrymen, but to the 
whoje trading world. That as to the latter, it could 
not poflibly be the meanii^ of the ftates general to 
deprive their fubje< 5 ts from making new difcoveries: 
but all they could fay availed nothing. The pre- 
fident told them, if they thought they fuffered wrong, 
they might appeal to the States for redrefs. Ha¬ 
ving, in this manner, loll their Ihip, fome of the 
men ferved in the Eaft India company, the reft were put 
into the Amfterdam, and the Zeland, which were go¬ 
ing to Holland ; their general George Van Spilbergen: 
the mailer William Cornelifon Schovten, Japues Le 
Maire, and ten! of our men, went with the general in 
the Amfterdam, which fet fail from Bantam the 14th 
of December. The laft day of this month died Jaquet 
Le Maire, of grief. January ill, they loft fight of the 
Zeland: the 24th, they anchored near the illand Mo¬ 
ri tins. The 3-! ft, they were under the illand St. 
Helena, where they found the Zeland. The 24th, 
they paired the equinodlial the 5th time in this voyage. 
The 28th, they faw the north liar, which they had not 
feen for twenty Months before. July i, the Amfterdam 
arrived in Zeland, where the Ihip of the fame name 
had come in the day before. Thus was this voyage, 
round the world performed in two years and eighteen 
days •, which, confidering the nature of their courfc, 
and other circumftances, was a wonderful thing, and 
one would have imagined, might have induced the 
ftates general to have relieved them from thofe hard- 
Ihips, to which the pride and avarice of the Eaft India 
company had fubje£led them. We lhall conclude this, 
voyage of Le Maire with the following.remark. Ne¬ 
ver was voyage taken upon wifer or better grounds 
than this, and perhaps, there never was a voyage ex¬ 
ecuted with greater judgement or liiccefs; of which the 
cafy difcovery of the Strei^ts of Le Maire, and going 
roofidthe world with tire lofs of four men only, one of 
whom diod of grief, are incpmeftable inftances. A- 
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gain, til o’ it be true, that they did not difcover any 
continent in the South Indies, yet they difcovered 
iflands there fruitful and well inhabited, between 10 
and 20 degrees of fouth liuitude : iflands, well provid¬ 
ed with canoes, and other Vefiels,. which were an 
infallible proof of foine adjacent continent; and fufe- 
ly fuch a people, who have fo much commerce among 
themfelves, are worth our finding out; as fuch a dif- 
covery much certainly have a very advantageous efFedt 
upon our navigation and Ihipping. If chei'e fourh lands 
are concealed by the artifice of the Dutch, or Spaniards, 
it is a matter well worthy our confidcratioii to diicover 
them : we ihall therefore, in the next chapter, give 
the reader a very large memorial of a Spamlh adven¬ 
turer, who, not only in.agifjed, but afuiaily (aw, exa¬ 
mined, and reported what he had there met within 
them ; and what might not be expected from a trade 
carried on with thofe people. 


C H A P. XI. 

voyage cf Don Pedro Fernandes de ^uiros^ for 
the dijcovery of the Jouth continent^ 

I N the year i6og, this gentleman made a voyage to 
Spain, and prefented memorials to that court, de- 
firing alii fiance for the conqueil and fetdement of new¬ 
found countries; having ipent large fums of money, 
and travelled 2c,oco leagues by fea and land, in 14 
year s dme, in order to make this difeovery. The con¬ 
tinent he iniended to fettle, as he reprefented to his 
ctitholic niajeib , vvas as big as all Europe and die leffer 
Afia, put together; ail lying in the torrid zone, and in 
his opinion exceeding rich. As for the extent of this 
new-found country, he fpeaks partly from bis own 
knowledge; but cheiiiy from conjecture, having only 
difcovered fo much as lay in or near 15 deg, fouth 
latitude. 

He 
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He fays, the people were of d fFerent complexions, 
both white, black, and tawney; tliat the country was 
populous, and as well cultivated ; that the inhabitants 
were of a peaceable and_ quiet temper, having many 
veffels, in which they tranfported their merchandize 
from one place to another ; that the country afforded 
all things neceflary for life, as trees, plants, beaffs, 
birds, and fifties; alfo gold, filver, 'pearls, nutmegs, 
mace, ginger, &c. He particularly defcribes the bay of 
St. James and Philip, which,’ adds he, are fpacious, 
fafe, and commodious. To another Haven he gave 
the name of La Vera Cruz, which, as he affirms, is 
capable of containing looo ftiips . This haven, conti¬ 
nues he, lies-in 15 deg*; 40 min. fputh latitude, and in the 
neighbourhood of feven'iflands, one of which is 50 
leagues round; he expatiates upon the great benefit 
that might arife from a fettlement here, as it lies be¬ 
tween his catholic majefty’s dominions, both in the Eaft 
Indies and America, and affording by its fituation, an op¬ 
portunity of carrying on ^ beneficial trade with either ; 
he commends the wholfomnefs of the'air, and de¬ 
clares, that he had a conliderablc body of men with him, 
who, by continual labours, were almoft cohftantly ex- 
pofed to the open air; fometimcs in the cold dews, and 
often hot, yet were none of them taken fick. The na¬ 
tives alfo are flrong and healthy, and fome of them ve¬ 
ry old. He likewife takes notice, that the flelh and 
fifti were often kept two days,' perfedly fweet; Be- 
fides thefe bleffings, enjoyed by the fouthern continent; 
he remarks, that it is fuperior to any of the provinces of 
either of the Indies on the following account. Here 
are no thiftles, briars, or thorns; no fens, or marfties, 
no fnow upon the mountains, no ffanding waters in the 
fields, or meadows, no venemous creatures in the 
woods, no crocodiles in the rivers, no worms among the 
grain ; no flinging flies, or other vermin whatfoever ; 
fo that it ought to be preferred, fays he,, to all the con- 
queffs made by the Spaniards in either Indies. His 
manner of talcing polfeffion of this fourth part of the 
Globe, as he calls it, is very remarkable, therefore wc 
L lhall 


Digitized by CiOOQIC 



io8 The Voyages of i6io. 

fhall give it in his own words. “ Firft, fays he, we 
“ ered^ed a ctofs, and built a church, in honour of our 
“ lady Loretto, than ^we had 20 mafles celebrated in 
“ it; and our troops haftened thither, to gain fome 
“ indulgencies granted. On Whitfunday we made a 
folemn proceilion, and carried the feaft of the blefled 
facrament thro’ a great circuit of countries. In three 
feveral places we fet up our title, in each of which, 
** we ereded two columns with the arms of his catholic 
** majefty garniflied thereupon; fo that I may with 
“ good right affirm, that fince this will challenge to be 
one of the ports of the world, the imprefs of plus 
“ ultra is accompliflied, and becaufe it llretched to the 
continent, whether it be forward or backward can be 
“ no great matter, &c. ” But tho’ the Spanifli court had 
then fo good an opinion of this gentleman’s memorials,. 
as to order them to be printed at Seville in 1610, the 
affair came to nothing; it has now been, for many 
years, a fettled maxim in the Spanilh politics, not only 
- to lay a fide all thoughts of profecutirig thefe difeove- 
ries; but even to treat the accounts publifhed of ’em by 
the bell authors as romances \ and this with very good 
reafon; for finding themfelves to be no longer in a con¬ 
dition to undertake an expedition of this kind to any 
purpofe, and forefeeing, that, if they fhould eftablifh 
themfelves in fome of thofe iflands,at would encourage 
other nations to difpoffefs them, and thereby not only 
gain thofe fettlements; but alfo enable them to fix 
themfelves between the American dominions and the 
Philippine iflands, to their inexpreffible prejudice; fo 
they very prudently chufe to let go' a.prefent advantage, 
rather than run the rifque of a future inconveni¬ 
ence : yet, however wife this conduct may appear on 
their fide, it is amazing, that other nations fhould not 
make the attempt, when it might be made at no great 
* expence, and with very little hazard, becaufe our fhips 
might, at all events, go fafely round to the Eafl Indies. 
If a projeft of this nature fhoqld ever come to be nla- 
turely weighed, and put in pra( 5 tice, we, perhaps, 
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might find a way to indemnify ourfelves for the lofs of 
the Alliento. 


CHAP. XIL 

The voyage of "Jaques Le Her mite ^ commander of 
the Najfau fieet^ round the globe, 

T H E (hips fitted out for this important voyage, 
were, the Amfterdam, admiral, 800 tons, car¬ 
rying 273 men, 20 brafs, and 22 iron guns, com¬ 
manded by captain Jacobfon Stolk ; the Default, of 
the fame burden, 242 men, 20 brafs, and 20 iron 
cannon^ Cornelius de Witte captain; the Eagle, 4 0 
tons, 144. men, 12 brafs, and 16 iron guns, Meydert 
Egbertfon commander; the Orange, vice-admiral, ’co 
tons, 216 men, commanded by Lawrence Quirymcn; 
the Holland, 600 tons, and 182 men, 10 pieces of 
brafs, and 20 of iron, captain Aridian Fell ; the Mau¬ 
rice, 360 tons, 169 men, 12 brafs, and 20 iron can¬ 
non, James Adrianfon captain ; the Hope, 260 tons, 
80 men, 14 guns, Peter Slobbe commander; the Con¬ 
cord, 6co tons, 170 men, captain John Ylhrandtz. 18 
brafs, and 14 iron guns; the King David, 360 tons, 
79 men, 16 brafs guns, captain John Thomafon ; the 
Griffin, 320 tons, 78 men, 14 guns, Cornelifon Hurd- 
loop commander ; a yacht, called the Greyhound, 60 
tons, 20 men, 4 pieces of brafs cannon, captain 
Solomon Willemfon. 

They were called the Naflau fleet, and failed from 
Goeree April 29, 1623. On the 30tb, they were in¬ 
formed, the Eagle had fprung a leak, and about the 
fame time the Orange joined them. May i, it was rc- 
folved in council to put into the Ifle of Wight, and flop 
the leak in the Eagle if poffible, the men having pump¬ 
ed 3000 barrels of water in a few hours. The Hope 
and the Orange running foul of each other, the former 
had her boltfyrit damaged, and the mizen mail; of the 
L 2 latter 
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latter came by the board. They all anchored at Portf- 
mouth, that afternoon, except the Hope ; the captain 
of which, being a little conceited, took a different courfe, 
run afliore, and was in danger of being loll; but got off 
the following night, and joined them. May 2, they 
anchored under Cowes callle, hawled the Eagle on 
Ihore, and flopped the leak. On the 8th, the wind 
failing, they anciioreU without the Needles. The 14th, 
the admiral, having ordered a gun to be hred, as a 
fignal for failing, by fome accident, it buril, blew 
up part of both decks, threw many of the feamens 
cheils aloft, and broke one of the gunners arnis. The 
30th, they got into 40 deg. 40 min. when the admiral 

f ave orders for the Ihips to extend themfelves, and 
ecp as near as poffible to the Spanilh coall, to inform 
himfelf when the plate fleet was expedled. The 3ill, 
they fpoke with three Turkilh Corfairs, who told them, 
they had been chafed by flx vSpanifli men of war, off 
Cape St. Vincent: in the evening, they fpoke with 
three more, one of which fo far engaged with the 
Dutch fleet, that the Concord obliged her to bring to, 
and the captain was ordered to come aboard the admi¬ 
ral, June I, the captain returned, and demanded five 
Haves of the admiral, which the vice-admiral’s Hoop 
carried off when he boarded him, faying, that he pur- 
chafed them at Algiers. They proved to be five hone ft 
Dutch failors, who told the admiral there were more 
in the (hip, fo he fent for the reft, and charged the 
captain with a letter to the Dutch conful at Algiers. 
The 14th, they chafed ten fail of Ihips with their 
fhallops, of which they took four j on board one there 
were Ibme prifoners of diftindion, among which were 
a prieft, and a Spanilh nobleman, who had refided at 
Peru, and travelled by land to Buenos Ayres, in order 
to find a paflage home. While they were chafing a 
Turkilh corfair, the prizes lying a little behind ; ano¬ 
ther corfair intending to carry them off^ was difeo- 
vered and taken, who had at the helm a Chriftian 
Have, that took this opportunity of running on board 
ihe Dutch vice admiral, into which he, and many of 
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the flaves leaped. The captain of this corfair was a 
Dutch renegade, and demanded they fhould be reflored : 
but the vice-admiral reafoning with him on the folly 
of deferting his religion and country, had fuch an 
effeft, that he fent for all the crew, and agreed to go 
with the fleet. .On the 8th, a council was called, upon 
the information given by this captain; who declared 
there were thirty Spanifli men of war in thofe feas. 

It was therefore refolved to bear away. for she road 
of Safia, where were feveral Dutch fhips, in order to 
put on board them the merchandize taken out of the 
prizes, 'that it might be immediately tranfported to 
Holland. Having put the belt part of their efFcvt^s on 
board the Overyffel, which they found in the road of 
Safia, they fent with her the Greyhound yacht to Hol¬ 
land, keeping in her ftead the little Spanifli (hip, which 
they called by the fame name, and another; fo they 
failed out of the bay of Safia the 24th with 16 fail. 

July 5, they anchored in the road of St. Vincent; 
where it was refolved to difarm the fhips, and do 
every thing that was needful, except taking in water, 
which could not be done, the hoops of their calks 
being bad, and no wood here to repair them. Here¬ 
upon, the vice-admiral was ordered to St Antonio, 
with three fhallops, and to take with him the Portu- 
guefe prifoners. On the i yth, he returned^ having been 
very well received by the Negroes, who put in his 
hands four letters, all certifying that the Dutch fhips 
which came there were always well received. Every 
night they flaid at St. Vincent they caught a great 
number of jtortoifes, and as much fifli as they could 
difpenfe with ; at length, growing better acquainted 
with the method of hunting goats, they catched fixteen 
every day for the ufe of the fhip’s company. July 29, 
they failed from thefe iflands, which lie to the weft of 
air the Cape Verde iflands*, from 16 deg. 30 min. to 
18 deg. north latitude. The ifland of St. Vincent is 
rocky and uncultivated, with little frefli water; but 
by finking wells they fupplied the fhips. The goats- 
here are fot, and the beft taft'ed in the world. There 
L 3 are 
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are no fruit trees in this illand, except a few wild figs; 
and its only produdl is.coloqaindda, a very rough purge. 
The country is exceffive dry, only in the rainy feafon, 
which begins in Auguft, and ends in February. The 
idand. of Antonio is inhabited by Negroes, to the 
number of 500 men, women, and children, who live 
chiefly upon goats; here is a little cotton; towards the 
fea fide is a large plantation of oranges, where they 
gather 50,000 in a feafon. They faw neither hog. 
Sleep, or fowl upon this ifland. 

On the nth of Auguft, they anchored in the road 
of Sierra Leona, where the vice-admiral landed, and 
here they howled the Greyhound afliore (the name 
given to one of the Spanifti (hips they had taken) to 
flop a leak. Here likewife the Negroes came on board 
to vifit the admiral, and prefented him with an ele¬ 
phant’s tooth, and fome fowls; for which they were 
amply rewarded. The king’s brother had on a fuit 
of ftriped cloth, made in the Dutch falhion, blue 
breeches, and fcarlet flippers ; and feemed a man that 
flood much upon his reputation. On the 15th, fome 
of the men found nuts alhore, refembling nutmegs, 
only the fterncls were bigger, they made pretty free 
with them; but they were fcarce come on board, be¬ 
fore one of them fell down dead, and purple fpots 
appear’d all over him; tho’ the reft by taking proper 
medicines efcaped. 

September 4, they left Sierra Leona. The road 
in which (hips ufually anchor lies in 8 deg. 20 min. nor^ 
latitude. The mountain is large and high, covered' 
over with trees, by which tokens it is eafily known, 
there being no other of the like height upon the coaft. 
Here they loft, between Auguft 11, and September 5, 
forty men, by eating lemons to excefs. Here are a- 
bundance of palm-trees, fome ananas, and plenty of 
wood and water. On the rocks they found the name 
of Francis Drake, and other Engliflimen. This day 
the admiral fell (ick, and they failed with a fouth wind 
till the 28th ; and, on the 29th, found themfelves oiF 
the illand of St. Thomas. Otlober 7, they anchored 
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in the road of Cape Lopes, where they took in water 
for the whole fleet; and, then proceeded to Annobon, 
in order to procure refrefhments for the fick men, who 
were almoft eaten up with the fcurvy. While they lay 
here abundance of feamen died, foon after taking the 
furgeon’s medicines, which occalioned fome fufpicion. 
He was firft examined, then tortured to make conreffion ; 
he endured the torture with conftancy, and infolently 
told them, he gave himfelf no pain about any methods 
of this kind which they thought proper to take. By 
this his infenfibility they fufpeSed he might be pofTefT- 
ed of fome charm which prevented his feeling. They 
accordingly fearched him; when they found a little 
linen bag, about his neck, in which, was the ikin and 
tongue of a ferpent. At length, finding no room for 
efcape, he confefled that he wilfully deftroyed feven 
men, who gave him much trouble; that he was de- 
fcended from Spanifh parents; that he had determined 
to poifon the admiral, vice-admiral, and every officer 
on board the Maurice : hereupon fentence of death 
was pafTed upon him, and the next day his head was 
(truck off on board his own fhip. 

The 29th, to their great furprize, they faw the 
ifland of Annobon, and anchored in the road next 
morning. The following day Cornelius Jacobfon, 
and the fifchal, went afhore and were received with a 
flag of truce. The governor confented they fhould have 
free trade with the natives, for whatever they wanted. 
The fhallops came on board in the evening with water 
and oranges. November i, they got hogs, and a great 
quantity of fowls, in exchange for fait. In this ifland 
a Spaniard and a Greek, whom they had delivered 
from flavery, deferted. The ifland abounds in bananas, 
ananas, cocoa nuts, tamarinds, and fugar canes. They 
have befides vaft plenty of prodigious large oranges, 
"which are neither too fweet nor too fliarp, fome of them 
weighing three quarters of a pound, and tailing as if 
they were perfumed, that while the fleet lay here, the 
Dutch, exclufive of what the feamen eat afhore, ga¬ 
thered 200,000. Here are lemons alfo; and with re- 
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fpeft to cattle, they have oxen, cows, ^ats, and hogs; 
^11 which the negroes fell for fait. Here is likewife 
fome cotton which they gather, and card, to fend into 
Portugal. This ifland lies high, is about 20leagues in 
circumference, and governed by two or three Portu- 
guefe ; inhabited by about 150 families of negroes, 
who are very fubmiflive to their rulers, but very trea¬ 
cherous, and ought to be dealt with very cautioufly. 
They left Annobon November 4. 

January 6, 1624, they were in 44 deg. 40 min. 
fouth latitude. February i, they had fight of cape De 
Pennas, which looked like a range of high mountains. 
The next day they found themfelves at the mouth of the 
Streights of Le Maire, which is eafily diftinguiflied ; 
the country on the ealf which is called States Land 
being mountainous, and uneven, and that on the weft 
fide, which is called Maurice Land, having feveral hills 
clofe to the fhore. Such as would make this paffage 
eafy and certain, Ihould contrive to pafs the line at the 
end of Odober, becaufe they may then be fure of meet¬ 
ing with a North wind between the tropics, which will 
very much facilitate their paffage thro’ them. February 
16, they were in 56 deg. 10 min. latitude. Cape Horn 
then lying to the eaft. The 22d, while they were tak¬ 
ing in water, a fudden ftorm arofe, which obliged fome 
of the feamen to continue on fhore, and at the fame' 
time faw a body of favages who talked with them 
amicably. The 23d, the ftorm rofe again with more 
violence, fo that 19 men, belonging to the Eagle, 
were forced to remain on fhore all night, not being 
able to get off. The 24th, the fhallops returned to the 
.watering place, but found only two remaining aljve 
out of the 19. Thefe poor men having no arms, the 
favages knocked feventeen of them on the head, with 
their flings and clubs; without the leaft provocation. 
They found only five dead bodies, among which were 
thofe of the pilot, and two boys. The latter were cut 
into quarters, and the reft carried off, as it was fup- 
pofed, to be eaten. The 25th, the vice-admiral went 
afhore, in order to vifit the coaft: on his return, he 
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told the admiral, he faw ftnoke, and had found fome 
of the favages hats ; adding, alfo, that he there difcover- 
ed Terra Del Fuego, as marked in the charts ; and to 
go into the South Sea it was not necefiary to double 
Cape Horn, but they might enter on the call, the bay 
of Nafl'au j and that he thought there were fever^ 
paflages, out of that bay into the Streights of Magellan. 
The moft part of Terra Del Fuego is mountainous, but 
enriched with many line vallies, and meadows, water¬ 
ed with feveral purling dreams, which run down from 
the hills. It confids of a number of iflands, between 
which, there are many good roads, where large fleets 
may anchor, and be fupplied with wood, water, and 
ballad: the winds rage with more violence here, than 
in any other codntry in the world; blowing condantly 
from the wed: and as they may reafonably be fup- 
pofed to proceed from watery exhalations, fuch (hips 
as are bound wederly, ought to keep as far as may be 
to the fouth 5 and tis very probable, they may, by this 
means, be brought to the deflred port: as to the com¬ 
plexion of the inhabitants of this country, they are as 
fair as any in Europe; as they concluded from the 
fight of an infant; but the grown people drangely 
disfigure themfelves, with a red earth, painting their 
heads, arms, and all the reft of their bodies white; 
haying, from the forehead to the foot, ftripes of white 
and red, as the fancy diredis. They are very ftrong, 
and about the height of the people in Europe. Their 
hair is very black, thick and long, which makes them 
look the more frightful. They have good teeth, but 
as thin as the edge of a knife. The men go altogether 
naked : the women have only a bit of fkin about their 
waiftes, which is very ftrange, confidering the feverity 
of the climate. Their tents, or rather huts, are made 
of trees with a hole at the top, to take away the fmoke: 
within they are funk about 3 feet in the ground, the 
earth being thrown on the outfide. Their fidiing 
tackle is very curious and their hooks, which are made 
of ftone, refemble ours. They are armed, fome with 
bows and arrows, differently mounted; but chiefly headed 
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with done ; others have long Javelins pointed with 
bone; fome again have wooden clubs, and fome flings, 
with ftone knives, which are very lharp. They are 
always at war among themfelves, and never^ go un¬ 
armed ; and for this reafon they paint differently, that 
they may know each other. The people about the 
iflands of Torbaltens and Schapenham are all painted 
black ; but thofe about the Greyhound bay, are all 
painted red. Their canoes are very remarkable, being 
made of the bark of the branches of a large tree. The 
infide is fortified with fmall pieces of wood, as is alfo 
the outfide; then they cover it with another bark, 
which makes it flrong and tight. Thefe canoes are 
from ten to fourteen feet long, and about two feet,wide; 
fo that they will carry feven or eight men, and go as 
faft as our fliallops. As to their manners, they refem- 
ble beads more than men; for they will tear human 
bodies to pieces, and eat the flefh raw and bloody. 
They have not the leaft fenfe of religion or policy a- 
mongll them, but are, in every refpe6t, brutal; info- 
much, as if they have occaflon to make water, they let 
it go againfl: any one that Hands near them, if he does 
not get out of their way. They are alfo ignorant of the 
pfe of our arms, and would lay their hands on t^ 
,cdge3 of the Dutchmen^'s fwords. Yet are they cun- 
.ning, faithleis, mid cruel, ihewing ligns of freindfhip 
one minute, and knocking thofe on the head, to whom 
they (hewed them the next. They will part with no 
xefrefhments, tho' they have great quantities of cows, 
goats, and oxen. 

March 3, at noon, they had an obfervation, and 
found themfelves in 59 deg. 45 min. fouth latitude. 
On the 8th, they reached 61 deg. with a fre(h wind 
from the fouth eaft, and fair weather. The 24th they loft 
fight of the Maurice and David, and the next day 
were in aj deg. Mkrch 28, they faw Chili, not much 
Above a league diftant from them the coaft appearing 
high, and mountainous. Here the admiral was con- 
£ned to his bed, and expreffed a great defire to put 
into Chiloe; but his inftru^tions would not permit him, 
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requiring they ftiould be employed in feme adion of 
importance againft the Spaniards at Peru. Upon which 
they refolved to go to the ifland of Juan Ferdinandez, 
to prepare for attacking die Spanilh Galleons in the port 
of Arica, in cafe thev Ihould find them. April i, the 
vice-admiral alfo took to his bed, worn out with fatigue. 
On the 5th, they anchored in 60 fathom water, and 
a fine bay, lying N. W. and S; E. of the ifland Fer- 
ditiandez. On the 6th, the vice-admiral being grown 
fomething better, viewed all the artillery of the fleet. 
In the evening the Griflin came in, which they had nol 
feen fince February 2. On the 7th the Orange arrived 
alfo. On the iith, the David and Maurice likewife 
joined them. On the 13tb, all things being ready, they 
failed. May 8, drawing near the coaft of Peru, they 
took a Spanifh fliip, in which were four Spaniards, and 
feven Indians, or negroes, befides the captain, who 
informed them that the Spanifh galleons had failed the 
third of that month, confifting of 5 fail, two men of 
war, and three merchantmen 4 that the Spanifh admiral 
was ftill at Calao, and that every thing pofTible was 
prepared for the reception of the Dutch, of whofe mo¬ 
tions they had early intelligence, every tittle of which 
was ftrifltly true. On the 14th, after having difeharg- 
ed their prizes, about midnight, two captains, with 
12 fhallops well armed, rowed direflly for the port of 
Lima, having in each a fmall cannon, and a confide- 
rable quantity of fireworks ; at the fame time a falfe at¬ 
tack was made to the north of Calao. The fhallops 
entered the port, and burnt 50 fail of merchantmen. 
In this hardy enterprize the Dutch had 7 killed, and 15 
wounded. At break of day nine of the flaming fhips 
came down upon them, which obliged them to flieer 
off, and fheltcr themfelves behind the ifland of Lima; 
and tho’ they afterwards attempted to make feveral o- 
ther bold and daring attacks, yet they all came to no¬ 
thing ; fo that thefe fine fchemes of Indian conquefls, 
which were formed in Holland, all ^proved abortive. 
June 2, the admiral Jaques Le Hermite died, and was 
buried in the ifland of Lima with great folemnity. On 
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tne Sth they felt an earihqnske in that ifland. From 
July 22 to 29 they were continually engaged with the 
Spaniards to little purpofe 

Augull 3, the vice admiral was inftalled admiral on 
board the Default, pursuant to a patent of prince 
Maurice; foon after, the vice-admiral Verfehoor re¬ 
turned with the Maurice and Hope, having found in 
the road of Peru three veilels, two of w hich th 5 y burnt, 
and brought the other with them. Now the new ad¬ 
miral hoifted his flag on board his own fliip the De¬ 
fault ; the vice-admiral removed into the Amfterdam 1 
and the rear-admiral jacobfon into the Orange. Auguft ^ 
14, they failed from the ifland of Lima, with their 
prizes, which they fitted up for fcrvice, and fleered for 
the Pifeadores to water. This done, they continued 
on for the ifland of Santa Clara, where the admiral 
fent three ihallops afliore to give notice of his arrival. 
On the 25th, they came into the road of Puna, and 
there found the three fliallops, who had taken a fmall 
(hip laden with merchandize for Lima, but all the 
people both Spaniards and Indians, were fled, fo that 
they could got no intelligence of the defign of the 
enemy. While they were here careening the three 
largeft (hips, the admiral received the melancholy news 
of the milcarriage of a fecond attempt upon Guiaquil, 
and that the forces fent thither, had been obliged to 
re-embark with the lofs of twenty eight men. Sep¬ 
tember I, the three great (hips being cleaned, they 
began to careen the reft. On the 9th, it was refolved 
in council, to profecute their intended voyage to Chili ; 
but firft to bear away towards Acapulco, purfuant to 
their dire< 5 lions, in order to cruiie for the Manilla (hip. 
On the I ith of the fame month, they burnt the town 
and church of Puna. On the 17th, came inio 3 deg. 
fouth latitude. On the 29th, the admiral thought of 
a fcheme to gain intelligence of the time when the 
Manilla Ihip was expeded 5 accordingly fent a melTage 
to the governor, importing he had made a great many 
prizes m the South Seas, and taken feveral prifoners 
of diftindion, whom ho was willing to releafe in con- 
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fideration of a reafonable ranfom; but this negotia¬ 
tion proved of no effedl. December they failed out 
of the port, and anchored 20 leagues to the weft of 
Acapulco. From the 24th to the 28th they continued 
cruifing weft, in hopes of finding the iflands called the 
Ladrilleros j but not being able to meet with them, 
they refolved to proceed Tor the Weft Indies. 

January 15, 1625, they faw fome low land towards 
the north. On the 25th, they were on the coaft of the 
ifland of Guam, one of the Ladrones, where the inha¬ 
bitants came two leagues to meet them, with all man¬ 
ner of refreftiments, which they exchanged for old 
iron. The next morning, 1 50 canoes came off with 
garden ftulF and fruits, v/liich were very acceptable, the 
fcurvy having prevailed to that degree amongft the 
men, they had fcarce hands enough to work the (hip. 
On the 27th, the admiral, with half the foldiers at¬ 
tempted to land in this little ifland, but found it im- 
pradicable. On the 28th, the rear-admiral, having 
found a good watering-place, fifty foldiers were or¬ 
dered to protedl the feamen, while they filled the vef- 
fels; but the next day found it neceffary to ftrengthen 
that detachment, which had received many infults from 
the natives. Guam lies in 13 deg. min. north lati¬ 
tude, is tolerably fertile, and they fow rice in many 
places, and have a vaft number of cocoas. The in¬ 
habitants fold them 200 fowls, but would let them have 
no cattle. Thefe people are bigger than the Indians, 
very flrong, well fhaped, and generally painted red. 
The men go naked, but the women have a leaf of a 
tree to cover their privities. Such as land here fliould 
be very careful how they ramble; for while the Dutch 
remained aftiore, they loft feveral men, thro' their own 
inadvertency in this refped. February 15, lying in 
the latitude of 9 deg. 45 min. they had fight oT an 
ifland, which appeared to be very populous, and well 
cultivated. The 23d, it was refolved in council, to 
fleer S. S. W. to the height of 3 deg. in order to reach 
Gilolo, and from thence to proceed to Ternate. This 
day, at noon, taking an obfervation, they perceived 
M themfelvei 
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tliemfelves driven far north by the current, the efFeds 
of which they felt very fenfibly. 

March 4, they had a frelh gale from the north, which 
carried them to Malacca, the chief place in the ifland 
of Ternate. On the 13th, they had advice, that one 
of the company's fhips, called the Fidelity, was loft 
on the coaft of Sangi. The fame day, by order of 
the Sieur Jaques le Fevre, governor of the Moluccas, 
they demoliihed the fort of Calemate, and afterwards 
ruined that of Modr. On the 25th, the governor le 
Fevre, failed with the whole fleet for Machian, and 
fent from thence the Concord to Singi, to take up what 
could be faved out of the Fidelity, April 4, they 
proceeded to Amboina, where the governor Herman 
van Speolt was ordered to the ifland of Ceram, for 
the company’s fervice. The 15th, they arrived at 
Batavia, to acquaint the governor general of the efFe£ls 
of their expedition againft the Spaniards in the South 
Seas. May 14, the admiral, and the two governors 
of Amboina, detached one fliip to Louchou, and ano¬ 
ther to Cambelle, both in the ifland of Ceram, and 
foon after following them with all their forces, fub- 
dued Louchou, ordered their plantations to be burnt,v 
their clove-trees to be cut down, and the place to 
be deftroyed 5 then the whole fleet returned to 
Batavia. 

As there was not at that time, any occalion for a 
fleet of that ftrength in the Indies, the governor and 
council refolved to feparate it, and of employing part 
of the Ihips of which it was compofed, in the manner, 
as appeared to them to be moft ferviceable to the ftates 
general, and the company. Accordingly, the com¬ 
mand of the Orange, the Holland, and the Maurice, was 
given to gov^ernor Speult, who was diredled to fail with 
them to Surat, to flay there as fliort a time as poflible, 
and then to make the beft of his way to Holland. The 
vice-admiral was fent with the Hope, and Griffin, on 
an expedition to Malacca. The Eagle and the David 
were to remain on the borders of Coromandel; the 
Default and Amttcrdam, to go to the ifland of Onruft, 
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to be careened, and then return to Holland after the 
Concord, in which, the admiral (finding himfelf ex¬ 
tremely ill) embarked to return home as foon as pofli- 
ble; but died the 3d of November following, worn 
out with care and labour. On the 9th of [uiy, 1626, 
they came, without any remarkable incident, into the 
Texel, having fpent in the voyage three years, two 
months, and eleven days ; fo that here the expedition 
of the NafTau fleet is properly at an end. 


CHAP. XIII. 

Jhort account of the mojlfamous America?! Bucanicrs, 

A bout this time the Bucaniers, or Freebooters 
of America, beginning to make a great noife, 
and even to flrike terror into the trading part of the 
world ; we doubt not, but the reader will be curious to 
know the original ^nd progrefs of thefe defperadoes; 
in (vhich account we fliall be as brief as poITible ; their 
particular hiftory being already laid before the public, by 
Mr. Bafll Ringrofe, who was perfonally engaged in their 
fervice. They were more numerous in the weflern 
feas, than in any other parts of the known world, for 
the following, reafons; becaufe in many of them are 
uninhabited feall iflands, with convenient harbours, and 
fecure places for cleaning their Ihips. They alfo abound 
with frefh water, fea-fowf, turtle, Ihell, and other 
fifh ; and if they carry in ftore of ftrong liquor, they 
may fafely regale here, till they become fit for another 
expedition, before any intelligence can moleft, or hurt 
them, 

They ufually,. in thefe parts, begin their enter- 
prizes, fefting out with a fmall force at firfl, and by 
infefting thefe feas, and thofe upon the continent of 
north America j if good fortune turns out on their 
fides, they gather ftrength enough to enable them to 
make foreign expeditions. 
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The rife of thefe rovers, or at lead the great increafe 
of them, fince the peace of Utrecht, may be juftly 
imputed to the Spanilli fettlements in the Weft Indies, 
the governors of which, being commonly hungry 
courtiers, and fent thither to repair their fhattered for¬ 
tunes, fubmit to all proceedings that bring in profit. 
They grant commiflions to many fhips of war, with 
pretence to prevent an interloping trade, by virtue of 
which, the commanders feize all veflels within five 
leagues of their coaft, tho’ few if any fhips can avoid 
coming fo near, in their voyage from England, &c. to 
Jamaica: fo that under this commiflion thefe Spanifti 
captains make no fcruple to rob and plunder at dif- 
cretion, while the fufterers can obtain no fatisfadlion. 

Fired with refentment at thefe repeated depredations, 
fcveral enterprifmg perfons of different nations, fitted 
out veilels, at their own expence, in order to make 
reprifals upon the Spaniards. The firft moft famous 
pirate that was known upon Tortuga, was Pierre le 
Grand, or Peter the Great, and the adlion that ren¬ 
dered him fo famous, was, his taking the vice-admi¬ 
ral of the Spanifti Flota, on the weft fide of Hifpa- 
niola ; which he performed with one boat, and twenty- 
eight men. The planters and hunters of 1 ortuga, no 
fooner were informed of the rich prize he had taken, 
but they refolved to follow his example, and cruize up¬ 
on the Spaniards, about Cape de Alverez, where they 
met with fuccefs, and encreafed their number. 

The next in fame among foreigners was Francis 
Lolonois, born in a territory of France, called Les 
Sables, D’ Olone, vvho, in his youth, was tranfported 
to the Caribbee iflands, in quality of a fervant, or 
purchafed flave. When he was out of his time, he 
came to Hifpaniola, and joined with the aforefaid hun¬ 
ters ; who met with fucccfs. He, on his return, well 
knowing the ifland of Tortuga would afford him many 
refolute and flout men, refolved to go again and pil¬ 
lage all the Spc.n‘fti towns and villages in his way \ and 
even to take the city of Maracaibo. Having got toge- 
-ther above 400 men, another pirate, called Michael 
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De Bafca, who had got riches-enough to live at eafe, 
and was at that time major of the iUand of Tortuga, 
offered to-fliare his fortune, and to go with him ; they 
agreed upon articles, and the whole company embark¬ 
ed in eight veffels, confiding of 660 perfons. With 
this fmall force he took Maracaibo and Gibraltar, 
with feveral prizes at fea, and returned very rich to 
Tortuga ; where he made frefh preparations to take the 
city of St. James Dc Leon, and Nicaragua, at which 
lail place, the Indians, foon after his arrival, took 
him, and tore him in pieces alive, calling his body, 
limb by limb, into the fire, and his afhes into the air, 
that no memory might remain of fuch an inhuman 
creature. • 

Having thus given a fiiort narrative of two foreign 
Bucaniers, we fliall proceed to fhew the exploits of Sir 
Henry Morgan, who was born in the principality of 
Wales; his father was a rich farmer; but the ion, hav¬ 
ing no inclination to that way of life, forfook his 
friends and came to the fea coails, where he hired him- 
felf to the mailer of a veifel bound for Barbadoes, who 
fold him as foon as he came alhore. When he had 
ferved his time, and thereby gained his liberty, he 
came to Jamaica. ' Here meeting with two vefl'^ls of 
pirates, he went with them, and having performed 5 
or 4 voyages with fuccefs, agreed with foine of his 
comrades to join flocks, and buy a fhip; of which 
he was chofe captain : they fet out to cruize on the 
coafls of Campeachy. In this voyage he took feveral 
prizes, with which he returned triumphant to Jamaica, 
where he found an old pirate called Manfvelt, bufy in 
equipping a confiderable fleet, who made him his vice- 
admiral. They had ij; Ihips, great and fmall, and 
failed from Jamaica with 500 men to the ifle of St. 
Catherine, which they took 5 but could not keep it, 
becaufe the governor of Jamaica, fearing he fliould 
thereby difoblige the king of Great Britain, refufed to 
give them his afliflance. Hereupon, Manfvelt retired 
to Tortuga, and died foon after. The admiral being 
dead, captain Morgan equipped a fhip in order to ga¬ 
ther a fleet as llrong as he could; and by degrees 
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cfFeded it; then ordered all his force to meet at a certain 
port of Cuba ; they foon after failed for Puerto del Prin¬ 
cipe, and Puerto Velo, and took them both; but the plun¬ 
der they got here not being fuflicient to pay their debts at 
Jamaica, all the French left captain Morgan: he ne- 
verthelefs, with his wonted refolution, equipped a 
fleet with little expence, and foon after took Porto- 
Bello. Having here provided his fleet with all neceffaries, 
taken with him the befl: guns, and nailed up the reft, 
he arrived in a few days at Cuba, to make a dividend 
of the fpoil, which, in ready money, amounted to 
250,000 pieces of eight, befldes other merchandize; 
with this they failed to Jamaica, where he found num¬ 
bers of pirates; amongft thefe was an Englifli ftiip, 
juft co;ne from New England, mounted with 36 guns, 
which the governor ordered to join captain Morgan. 
Thus being provided with 15 fhips, and 960 men, he 
arrived at Maracaibo, took it, and Gibraltar: then 
defeated the Spanifh fleet fent thither to block him up. 
This done, he equipped another fleet, confifting of 
37 fail, and 20CO fighting men, with this force he 
failed for Panama ; but in the way made himfelf mafter 
of St Catherines, afterwards of Chagre, with the lofs 
of four fliips ; where he left a garrilbn, and departed 
for Panama. In this voyage they endured great hard- 
Ihips, and on the 3d day, from their departure from 
Chagre all the men fell fick, and imagined themfelves 
puiioned by drinking Peru wine. Their hardftiips con¬ 
tinued fix days, on the feventh they difeovered the 
South Sea, and found an ifland, in which were many 
cattle, particularly affes; which they killed, and eat. 
On the 9ih, they got fight of Panama, and took it in 
four days with lome lofs, fet it on fire, and found great 
riches in the ruins. Scon after captain Morgan made a 
dividend of the booty they had taken at Panama, w'hich 
amo'in.'.-^g to no more than 200 pieces of eight per 
head "'.r. companions murmured at his proceedings, 
and ro d him, he had referved tlie bell jewels to him- 
felf; but he feemed deaf to their complaints, and re- 
folving to cheat them, went fecretly on board his own 
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fhip, put to fea, being followed only by four vefTels of 
the whole fleet, and proceeded to J^iinaica. 

After Sir Henry Morgan had left off this bufinefs, a 
new race of bold adventurers fucceeded, and procured 
a fleet, confifting of 9 (hips, of which, Coxon, Harris, 
Boumano, Sawkins, Sharp, Cook, Alkllon, Rowe, 
and Macket, were captains. They carried in the whole 
42 guns, and 477 men. With this force they fet fail 
for the province of Darien, March 23, 16)79.- 
the 5th of April, they took the town of Santa Maria, 
without the lofs of a man, but not meeting with fo 
much booty as they expected, they proceeded to Pa¬ 
nama, where they were met by three fmall Spanilh 
men of war ; which they defeated with 68 men only, 
took two of them, and then blocked up the port of 
Panama for 10 days, in which time they made prizes 
of feveral Spanifti merchantmen coming to trade there. 
Here captain Coxon, with 70 men, left them, and Saw- 
kins was chofen commander in chief. May 2, they 
weighed anchor at Perico, and flood off for Tavoga, 
another ifland, two leagues farther from Panama ; and 
from thence to the ifland of Otoque, to take in provi- 
fions. From Otoque they failed to the ifland of Cay- 
boa, famous for the pearl filhery thereabout; and lying 
about 8 leagues from another ifland, called Puebla 
Nueba. May 22, they attacked the chief towm, but 
were repulfed, and loft their chief commander captain 
Sawkins, to which pofl captain Sharp fucceeded j they 
departed from hence to the ifle of Gorgon a, to careen 
their velTels; this done, they refolved to proceed to 
Arica, and plunder that rich town. Augult 13, they 
arrived at the ifland of Plata, where they took in pro- 
vifions. . On the 17th, they fet fail for Arica, and took 
two Spanifti fliips by the way. After a long and te¬ 
dious voyage, in which they had fuficred great hard- 
Ihips for want of water and proviflons, they, on the 
26th of Odober, arrived within fix leagues of the town 
of Arica. Here they left the fliip, and rowed all night, 
in hopes of furprifing the inhabitant: be'ore morning; 
but being difeovered, and diiappjinted, they reiolved 
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to bear away to the village of Hilo, to take in water 
and provifions, of which, they foon made themfelves 
mafters ; but in the end were cheated by the Spaniards, 
obliged to retreat, and fail tp the port of Coquimbo, 
which they reached December 2, before night; about 
midnight, the weather being quite cairn, they hoiiled out 
the launch, and canoes, to take a confidei able.city on the 
coafl called La Serena: but to their great mortiiication 
were again difcovei ed, and unexpectedly engaged by a 
troop of a hundred Spanifh horie, whom they routed. 
On their march to the town, they perceived the inha¬ 
bitants of the villages had taken themfelves, and all 
manner of provifions clean away. It w^as but a fmall 
town, and they entered it with little difficulty ; here 
they found feveral houfes, wdth orchards and gardens 
adjoining, in which w'ere ftrawberries as big as wal¬ 
nuts, very delicious to the tafte. In ffiort, every thing 
here was excellent in its kind, and far beyond what 
they could exped in fo remote a place. But finding no 
confiderable booty therein, they burnt it to the ground, 
and failed for the ille of Juan Fernandez. December 
31 having overcome all difficulties, and many dangers, 
they anchored in 15 fathom water, within a cable’s 
length of the fhore. About this ifland tw'o men caught 
filh enough to ferye the whole company in two hours. 
January 6, 1680, a mutiny arofe in the ihip, whereupon 
captain Sharp was depofed, and one of the company 
called Watlin was made cliief commander in his Head. 
The 13th, they departed from hence for the ifle of 
Yqueque, where the captain getting intelligence of the 
pofture of affairs at Arica, refolved to attempt that rich 
place a fecond time, which they did, and took it, but 
were beaten out again without plunder ; and with great 
lofs of men, killed, wounded, and taken prifoners. 
In this attack captain Watlin was flam, and captain 
Sharp reinftated ; who led them off thro’ many diffi¬ 
culties, and made a bold retreat to the fliip. From hence 
they failed to the port of Guafeo, where they found 
excellent frefh water, and brought away 120 fheep, 
and 80 goats; then proceeded to Hilo, into which 
village they entered in the night undifeovered, caught 
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tht friar who was chaplain of the town, and made him, 
with moll of the inhabitants, prifoners of war. From 
hence they departed to the gulph of Nicoya, where 
forty feven of their companions left them, and returned 
home by land; however, they took fome prifoners, 
and bore away for Gulpho Duce. On the icth of 
July, in 1 deg. 31 min. north latitude, they took a 
Spanilh Ihip called Don Pedro, in which were 21,000 
pieces of eight in chefts, and in bags 16,000 more, befides 
plate. July 21, they lhared what was taken in the 
prize, which amounted to 234 pieces of eight a man. 
The 26th, they faw a fail E. S. E. and foon came up 
with her; but feveral of her crew had efcaped on Ihore. 
She proved to be a packet boat, going from Panama 
to Lima with letters, which they difcharged, finding 
in her nothing of value. They next day they took 
another Spanilh Ihip richly laden, from which prize 
they lhared 94 pieces of eight a man, befides 620 jars 
of wine, brandy, and other things. Augull 28, they 
attempted to take Paita, but the whole country, being 
apprized of their intention, they durll not venture to 
land; and bore away for the Streights of Magellan, 
Odlober 11, they arrived at a place unknown to them» 
which they named the Duke of York’s illand. After 
they had beat about from October 12, to November 6,. 
in fearch of the Streights of Magellan, and not being 
able to find them, they returned home by an unknown 
road; continuing their navigation from November 6, 
to December 20, without feeing any land, till they 
arrived at the Caribbee illands in the Well Indies. 
January 30, 1681, at 8 o’clock in the evening, they 
came to the fouth of the illand of Antigua, and fent 
a canoe alhore to get tobacco, and other necelTaries ; 
and alfo to alk leave of the governor to come into port: 
but on the i ll of Febuary, he flatly denied them entry, 
tho’ the gentry and common people were willing and 
delirous to receive them alhore. Hereupon, they agreed 
among themfelves to give the Ihip to thofe of their cont- 
pany, who had loll all their money at play; and then 
to embark in other fliips for their fever^ countries. 
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prefume this account of the American Bucaniers, 
will be thought no unnecefTary digreffion, efpecially in 
this place, where it comes in order of time, and na- 
tura.lly introduces the voyage we arc about to treat of 
in the following chapter. I'hefe men, however blame- 
ftble they may be, have rendered their names famous, 
and tho’ we lhall not here take upon us to apologize for 
many of their ai^tions, yet we may venture to affirm, 
a bolder race of men, both in perfonal valour and 
condud, never yet appeared either on land or water. 


CHAP. XIV. 

Captain Coivley^s voyage round the world, 

A S the defigns of the Bucaniers generally required 
fecrccy, lo they frequently took mafters, and pi¬ 
lots, on board,, under falfe pretences, never explaining 
their true meaning, till they were out at fea, and this, 
feerns to have been the cafe of captain Cowley, who was 
a perfon exceedingly well fkilled in' the theo^ and prac¬ 
tice of navigation, and at that time refided in Virgima. 
Here, in the year 1683, prevailed upon, to go 

mafier of a privateer,' bound to a French port, called 
Petit'Guaves, in the illand of Domingo, where people 
of this fort ufed to take commiffions; tho’in reality, tlicf 
deiign of his fediicer, captain Cooke, was to make what 
prizes he could, without the leaft formality. ’ 

1 liey failed from Achamack,dn Virginia, Auguft 23, 
in the fame year, and fleered for Petit Guaves, one day 
only ; when captain Cowley, not before in ^e fecrec, 
was informed, that they were firfl to touch upon the 
coafl of Guiney. He immediately altered his courfe 
for the cape de V^erde iflands, and arrived at the ifland 
of Salt in September, w here they found no fruit nor 
water, but plenty of indifferent filh, and goats; and at 
this time, that illand, which lies in 16 deg. latitude, and 
19 deg. 35 n^in long, was but oddly inhabited, and as 
oddly governed; for there were but five men upon it. 
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of which four were dignified with titles; one was go¬ 
vernor, three were captains, the other a boy, the only 
fubje6l they had amongft them. They failed from 
hence to the ifland of St. Nicolas, where they found a 
governor, who was a white man, and had about him 
four or five people pretty well cloathed, and armed 
with fwords, and piflols; the reft of his retinue being in 
a forrowful condition. Here they dug fome wells on 
the fhore, and traded for goats, which were not very 
good. The country near the fea is very indifferent; 
but within there are numerous fine valleys, tolerably 
' well inhabited, and furnilhed with all the neceftaries of 
life. They ftaid here a while, but after mature deli- 
beration came to this wife and honeft refolution; to go 
inftantly to the ifland of St. Jago, and if they met with 
a fhip in that road, to cut her cable, and run away 
with her. In purfuance of this fcheme, they flood 
away to the call, and drawing near, they faw, over a 
point of land, a fhip at anchor in the road, extremely 
fit for their purpofe, as they judged, but it proved quite 
otherwife; for when they catne pretty near her, thofe 
on board clapped a fpring upon her cable, knocked out 
her lower ports, and putting out her lower tier of guns, 
convinced captain Cooke that he had caught a tartar. 
He inftantly bore away, and tho’ the ftrangc fhip ferit 
10 fhot after him, not one of them took place. This 
was a happy efcape; for they were foon after informed 
that the fhip they attempted was a Dutch Eaft India- 
man of 50 guns, and 400 itien. They failed from 
hence for Sierra Leona, where they met with a fhip of 
40 guns, well furniflied with all kind of ftores, which 
they boarded and carried away; fleering diredlly for 
the ifland of Juau Ferdinandez. They held their 
courfe for the coaft of Brafil, till they were in 40 deg. 
fouth latitude, where the fea was red as blood, occafi- 
oned by vaft flioals of flirimps, which are there of a red 
colour. Ihey alfo obferved vaft quantities of feals, and 
fo many whales, that captain Cowley afferts, here 
were loo, for one found in the fame degree of north 
latitude. Holding their courfe ftill fouth well, they 
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came to the latitude of 47 deg. where they met with 
an ifland, which captain Cowley called Pepys illand. 
Here was a very good harbour, where 1000 Ihips 
might ride at anchor, a place commodious for wood and 
water, abounding with fowls, and promihng fair for 
plenty of filh.' 

In January, 1684, they failed for the Streights of 
Magellan, and, on the 28th, fell in with the Sebaldine 
iflands, then lleering fouth well by weft, came into the 
latitude of 53 deg. where they made the land of Terra 
del Fuego, but not chuftng to venture thro’ the Streights 
of Le Maire, they reirolved to go quite round. Febru¬ 
ary 14th, they had a prodigious ftorni, which drove 
them out of 47 deg. into 63 deg. 30 min. which was 
the fartheft fouth that ever any Ihip went; where it was 
fo exceliive cold, that they could bear drinking three 
quarts of burnt brandy a man in 24 hours, without be¬ 
ing hurt by it in the leaft. Now fteering north eall, 
they got into warm weather again ; and in the latitude 
of 40 deg. met an Englifti fhip called the Nicolas, John 
Eaton commander, with whom they kept company till 
they arrived at the ifland of Juan Ferdinandez, and 
anchored in a bay at the fouth end of it, in 25 fathom 
water. Captain Bartholomew Sharp had been here in 
1680, and finding the place uninhabited, called it 
Queen Catherine’s Ifland. When he quitted this place, 
he by accident left behind him a Mofkito Indian, who 
remained there from that time to this. He had with 
him his gun, a knife, a fmall barrel of powder, and a 
few fhot. In this defolate fituation, he found it difficult 
to hide himfelf from the Spaniards, who having in¬ 
formation that he was left here, had been more than 
once to look for him. He chofe for his dwelling a 
plcafant valley near the fea coaft, where he eredled a 
pretty little hut, well lined with feal fkins, and had a 
bed of the fame raifed 2 feet above the ground. By the 
help of a flint, he turned his knife into a faw; with 
which he cut his gun barrel in pieces, and converted it 
, into harpoons, lances, flfli-hooks, and a long knife, 
by hardening them with fire and water; all this coll 
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him great trouble; but when he had performed it, he 
lived comfortably enough. When he faw the (hips at 
fea, he gueli'ed they were Englifli, and immediately 
dreffed two goats, with a large quantity of cabbage to 
entertain them when they came aihore: but how great 
was has pleaiure, when on their coming aihore, he not 
only faw they were Englifhmen ; but his old acquaint¬ 
ance, particularly capt^ Cooke, and Mr. Dampier who 
were on board the Ihif that left him there. They found 
the ifland not only pleafant but plentiful, and conve¬ 
niently fituated for their purpofe, being 11 o leagues 
from Valparayfo, a port ontheSpanilh main. 

From hence they (leered N, N. E. till they were 
off the bay of Arica; here they refolved to fail on to 
Cape Blanco, fo continued their courfe till they were 
in ro deg. latitude, then kept on northwards to the 
ifland Lobos, in 7 deg. latitude, where they put their 
lick men aihore, and careened their (hips. They then 
determined to attempt Truxillo, tho’ they, at this time, 
had not 100 men able to carry arms: but the next day 
as they were weighing anchor, they faw three fail, 
which captain Eaton took. Thefe proved very agreea¬ 
ble prizes, being laden with flour, fruit, and fweetmeats. 
May 19 they &led front Lobos, for the Gallapagos 
iflands. The firftthey met with, lay in i deg. 30 min. 
fouth latitude, which captain Cowley called king 
Charles’s ifland, and came to an anchor in a very good 
bay at the north end. Here they found (lore of pro- 
vilions, particularly fea and land tortoifes, fome weig- 
ing 200 lb. with abundance of fowls, and turtle-doves. 
In the duke of York’s ifland they found wood and 
water; but in the reft none. Beyond the line they 
difeovered c iflands, to all which they gave names. 
They landed in the Duke of York’s ifland i qoo bags of 
flour, a large quantity of fweetmeats, and other (lores, 
-to have recourfe to in time of neceffity; they continu¬ 
ed here a fortnight, during which time, they put their 
commander Mr. John Cooke, who was very ill, bn 
Ihore, and determined to return again to the American 
coafts, being informed by one of their prifoners, a na- 
N live 
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tive of Realcjo, that the place might ealily be taken. 
Accordingly they failed N. N. E. and the firfl land 
they made was Cape Trefpontas, where they found 
good water. As foon as they were in light of land 
captain Cooke died. Here they left the prifoners to 
Ihift for themfelves, and bore away to Realejo, where 
they found the Indians alarmed, and feeing it impolTible 
to do any thing, they refolved to fail for the gulph of 
St. Michael, at the mouth of which are two confidera- 
ble illands, called Mangera and Amapalla, both which 
they pofleffed themfelves of. And in this place fome 
difputes arifing between captain Davis, who fucceeded 
Cooke, and captain Eaton, they refolved to feparate. 
However they remained together here to careen. This 
done, captain Eaton took on board his velTel 400 facks 
of flour, and prevailed with captain Cowley to fail with 
him as mailer, and navigate his fliip as he Ihould diredl. 

They left the bay o? St. Michael about the middle 
of Augull, and failed for Cape Francifco, which lies 
in I deg. north latitude, from whence they bore away 
for Paita, where they took two Ihips at anchor, then 
proceeded for the ifland ofGprgona*, on the well fide 
of which is a good harbour, and tho’ the place be un¬ 
inhabited, there is abundance of wood and water. 
Prom hence they kept a.W. N. W.courfe, till they 
came in 13 deg. north latitude, in which they conti¬ 
nued their voyage to the Eall Indies. They had the 
tfade wind from the time they were in 10 deg. 
latitude, and a good paflage to the i4th-of March ; 
when they faw the ifland of Guam, in the latitude of 
13 deg. 2 min. which was a prodigious run. March 
15, they failed round the ifland, came to an anchor in a 
bay on the weft, and fent a boat alhore with a flag of 
truce. On the 19th, the Spanilh governor came to a 
point of land not far from the Ihip, and lent three 
copies of the fame letter, in Spanilh, French, and 
Dutch, fignifying, that as h^ was a fervant of the king 
of Spain, he defired to be informed who they were, 
whence they came, and whither bound. Captain Eaton 

returned 
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returned a very civil anfwer in French, telling him they 
were fitted out by fome gentlemen in France, to make 
-difcoveries, and came thither for provifions. I'he 
meflTenger no fooner delivered the letter, than he was 
fent back with another, afTaring the captain he was 
welcome, and defiring him to come afiiore, which he. 
readily did, with a guard of twenty men armed. He no 
fooner fet his foot on fliore, than the governor faiuccd 
him with a general difcharge of his fire arms, which 
were returned from the fleet with ten guns. At parting 
the governor promifed him all the necefiaries that 
country afforded, and performed his promife with ftiid 
honour. Next day at noon, a captain came on board 
from the governor, bringing with him ten hogs, a vail 
quantity of potatoes, plantains, oranges, and papas, with 
iomt red pepper; in return for which, captain Eaton 
fent the governor a diamond ring, worth about twenty 
pounds, and prefented each of &e gentlemen who at¬ 
tended the captain, with a (Word. The day following, 
the governor fent another officer, with two ecclefiaitics, 
to beg the favour of the Engliffi commander to let. him 
have fome powder, the Indians being in rebellion a- 
gainll him. The captain entertained thefe meffengers 
elegantly, fpared them four barrels of powder, and 
offered them four pieces of fmall cannon 5 they ac¬ 
cepted the former, but declined the latter, and at the 
fame time prefented a box, wherein was the value of 
14,000 pieces of eight, in gold and filver, defiring him 
to take what he thought proper. The captain pofitive- 
ly refufed to touch one farthing; but the governor 
fent him a diamond ring the next morning worth fifty 
pounds. On the zzd, they fent out their boats to cruife. 
The 23d, there came a new deputation from the go¬ 
vernor with aF^nch jefuit at the head of it, who brought 
cocoa-nuts, chocolate, and a filver pot to make it in, 
with half a dozen China diffies. Henceforward the 
governor fent them every day fome fort bf provifions. 
Captain Cowley, from hence imagining he fhould not 
meet with the like conveniencies elfewhere, refolved 
to heel, and ferape the (hip, which was performed 
N z with 
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with great eafe, by the afliftance of the Indians and 
Spaniards. About the latter end of March, the go¬ 
vernor, well knowing they could not flay here much 
longer, fent them thirty hogs, with a proportionable 
quantity of rice and potatoes. The Indians now feemed 
to have forgotten all that palTed on their firft arrival; 
but captain Cowley knew better, and never let his people 
go afhore without arms, which precaution faved them 
at lead twenty men, whom the Indians had invited to 
go a fiihing, and when they faw about half of them on 
diore drawing the net, attempted to feize thofe that were 
left in the boat; but on receiving a general difcharge of 
their fmall arms, from thofe in the boat, as well as 
thofe on the land, few or none efcaped. They after¬ 
wards made ufe of other dratagems, all which proved 
fatal to themfelves. April i, they failed from the bay, 
and anchored before the governor's palace, whom tkcy 
faluted with three guns, and the compliment was re- 
.turned by him with the fame number. On the 3d, in 
the morning, the governor fent an officer with a prefent 
to take leave of captain Eaton, and in the afternoon 
diey failed with a fair wind fouth by wed. The ifle 
of Guam lies in 13 deg. 30 min. north, is about 14 
miles long, and lix broad. The valleys are exceeding 
pleafant,, horned wiith fine meadows well watered. 
The foil is blade, very rich, and produces plenty of 
cocoas, potatoes, papas, yams, plantanes, oranges, 
and lemons. The dimatc is hot, but wholfome. The 
inhabitants are well made, large and adivc, fomc feven 
feet and a half high. Mod of both fexes go dark 
naked. They never bury their dead, but lay them in 
the fun to putrify. The points of their lances arc 
made of dead mens bones ; and if a man chances to 
be wounded with one of them, if he is not cured in 
feven days, he mud die. We took, fays captain 
Cowley, four of thefe infidels prifoners, and brought 
them on board with their hands tied behind them : 
three of them indantly leaped overboard, and in 
that condition fwam from the ihip. Hereupon we 
** fent the boat after them, and obferved, that a drong 
* . . “ man 

f 


Digitized by Google 



1 584 . Captain Cowley. 135 

man at the firft blow could not enter their Ikins with 
‘‘ a cutlafs. One of them, adds'he, to the bell of 
my belief, received forty Ihots in his body before he 
expired ; and the laft of the three that was killed 
fwam a good Englifh mile firft, not only with his 
“ hands tied behind, but with his arms pinioned.” 
’Tis certain, the great Manilla Ihip, which annually 
goes from thence to Acapulco, touches here for refrefli- 
ments both going and coming. 

April 4, they failed weft by fouth, and came into 
20 deg. JO min. north latitude, where they met with a 
clufter of iflands to the north of Luconia, which is the 
largeft of the Philippines. . On the northermoft of thefe 
iflands they fent their boat afhore, to get filh, and dif- 
cover the land, on which they found vaft plenty of 
nutmegs growing ; but faw ho people. This they cal¬ 
led Nutmeg ifland, and the bay where they anchored, 
Englidi bay. On the 26th, they fell in with Mindato, 
where they met with a fouth weft monfoon, which made 
them fleer for Canton in China, where they arrived 
fafe, and had an opportunity of making themfelves 
as rich as they could delire, but would not lay hold of 
it. There came into that port thirteen fail of Tarta- 
rian veffels, laden with Chinefe plunder, confifting of 
the richeft goods in the Eaft Indies; but captain Eaton 
could not prevail with his men, by fair words or foul, 
to fight for any thing but gold and filver; they could 
not bear the thoughts of being pedlars, as they told 
him, nor was he able to alter dieir refolution; fo they 
failed from Canton to the city of Manilla to wait for a 
Tartar fhip, which they were informed was half laden, 
with filver. They faw her, and chafed her for a whole " 
day, but could not come up with her, by reafon of 
the foulnefs of their fhip ; fo they flood away for a fmall 
ifland north of Luconia, to wait for a wind to carry 
them to Bantam. Here they fouiid feveral iflands, and 
being told there were beeves here, they took by force 
what they wanted. About the middle of September 
they reached an ifland to the north of Borneo, where, 
having met with a convenient bay> they haled their 
N 3 fhip 
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^hip afhore, fet up a tent, and planted ten fmall guns 
to defend themfelves from the natives; but they, having 
never fcen white men before, avoided them as mucK 
as poffible. However, fometime after, they came up 
with a canoe, in which was the queen of that country 
with her retinue, who all leaped into the fea to avoid 
them. They took them up, but with great difficulty, 
and afterwards entertained them fo kindly, that they 
were very good friends ^uring the two months they 
continued here. 

Towards the end of December 1685, proceeded 

to the ifland of Timor, where the crew growing extreme¬ 
ly mutinous, and paying no regard to captain Eaton’s 
orders, our author determined to quit the fWp, and pro¬ 
cure himfelf a pafTage home at Batavia. Accordingly 
twenty of them, who were the fame way inclined, 
purchafed a large boar, with defign to have gone in it 
to Batavia j but, by contrary winds, were drove into 
Cheribon, a fadory belonging to the Dutch, on the 
fame ifle of Java. They here met with two pieces of bad 
news, viz. that king Charles II. was dead; and that the 
Dutch had deprived the Englilh of their fadory at 
Bantam, which was, at that time, the 2d place of 
trade we had in the Eaft Indies. One cannot but won¬ 
der^ that fomc care was not taken, after the revolution, 
that we ffiould have it again; the lofs of it having prov¬ 
ed vaflly prejudicial to our Eaft India company. While 
captain Cowley was here, the Dutch were contriving 
new fchemes to hurt our trade; whereupon, be, Mr. 
Hill, and a 3.d perfon made the belt of their way to 
Batavia, that they might not be involved in any dif- 
putes: they got thither with little trouble, and the go¬ 
vernor promifed them their pafTage home in a Dutch 
. fhip. But there being at that time about 20 Englifhmen 
at Batavia, they purchafed a (loop, defigning to have 
gone to Sillibar, an Englifh fadory, on the coaft of Su¬ 
matra : but the governor took thefloop from them, and 
imprifoned the Dutchman that fold it. The true rea- 
fon of this capture, was his having formed a defign a- 
gainft Sillibar, which tho’ they were forced to put off, 

\ • "yet 


Digitized by CiOOQIC 



i686. Captain Cowley. 137 

yet they would not let people go thither, for fear the 
Englifh fhould grow too ftrong for them. 

Now, having no other way left of getting home but 
in a Dutch Ihip, captain Cowley, which his friends, 
embarked in Batavia road, the beginning of March; and 
had a very badpaifage to the Cape. May 27 their capt. 
died; which occaiioned a council of war to be called, 
compofed of the officers of the two ftiips; when it was 
refblved, that the captain of the Critfman, called 
Tominall, fhould command the Salida, and his chief 
mate, named Houdin, fhould be captain of the Critf¬ 
man. June 1, they came before the Cape of Good 
Hope. The following day, he and his companions 
went alhore to view the Dutch fettlement there; of 
which we fhali give a defcription hereafter, as the ftate 
of that fettlement has been vaftly improved, and alter¬ 
ed, fince the year 1686. 

June 15, they failed from die Cape. The 29th, they 
were in 19 deg. 45 min. fouth latitude. July 4, they 
came into 14 deg. 15 min. On the 20th, they came 
to 15 deg. north latitude, where a council of war was 
held upon the captain of the Salida, who was honoura¬ 
bly acquitted from a charge exhibited againft him by the 
purfer, of willfully murdering a man of quality, hts 
lady, and other rich paffengers, in order to run away 
with the fhip. On the 220, according to the author’s 
reckoning, he had failed quite round the terrefhiaL 
globe, cutting the fame line which he did when he de¬ 
parted from Virginia, in 1683. Auguft 2, in the 
morning, captain Tominall died of an inflammation in 
his bowels, and was fucceeded by his pilot: On the 19th, 
captain Cowley faw land, but the Dutch captain would 
not believe it. On the 26th, they found themfelves in 
the lat. of 53 deg. 35 min. where they came up with 
2 fhips, one a Dane, the other Englifh, on board 
which latter captain Cowley and his companions would 
willingly have embarked ; but the Dutch captain would 
not fuffer them to go. September 30, they arrived at 
Helvoetfluys, from whence captain Cowley and his 
companions travelled on foot to Amflerdam, where 

they 
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they found the Ann yacht ready to fail for England, in 
which they came over as paffcngers, and arrived in 
London Od. 12, 1686, after a tedious voyage of 3 
years, and two months. 


CHAP. XV. 

The firji voyage of captain JVilliam Dampler round 
the tcrrejlrial ghhe^ taken from bis oiun jour-- 
nals, 

C APTAIN William Dampier was defcended 
from a reputable family in Somerfetfhire, and. 
born in 1652. His parents gave him an education fuf-^ 
ficient to fit him for a trade ; but both of them dying, 
and his gyardians finding that he had a ftrong incli¬ 
nation to go to fea, refolved.not to baulk his roving 
difpofition: accordingly, in or ^bout the year 1669, 
they bound him to a mariner, of Weymouth in Dor- 
fetdiire, with whom he failed to France the firll year, 
and the next to Newfoundland, where he was fo pinch¬ 
ed with the feverity of the climate, that, on his re¬ 
turn to England, he went home to his relations, having 
loft much of that eagernefs he formerly pofTefled, of 
going abroad. However, this his ruling paflion foon 
prevailed again ; and on hearing of an outward bound 
Eaft Indiaman, he made all pollible fpeed to Londor», 
and entered himfelf as a private feaman, on board the 
John and Martha, bound for Bantam, Captain Earn¬ 
ing commander. Jn this voyage he gained much ex¬ 
perience, and returned to England in January 1672. 
The next year he entered on board the Royal Prince, 
commanded by Sir Edward Spragge, and was in two 
engagements againlhhe Dutch that fame year ; but fall¬ 
ing ill a day or two before the laft engagement, in which 
that brave,Eng^ilhfeaman Sir Edward was killed; be¬ 
ing put on board an hofpital Ihip, he only faw the fight 
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at a diflance. Soon after this he went to his brother’s 
in Somertihire, where he met with one col.Hellierj 
who, having a large eftate in Jamaica, prevailed with 
him to go to that iiland to manage it. With this view 
he went to Jamaica in 1674, about 

fourteen months, but not relilhing the life of a planter, 
he was perfuaded by one captain Hodfell to engage 
himfelf among the logwood-cutters, at Campeachy, 
for which place he failed in Auguft 1675. Having 
fufFered great hardftiips in this employment, for near 
five months, he returned to Jamaica. The February 
following hevfet off for Campeachy again, being much 
better {killed, both in cutting and trading in that com¬ 
modity than before; which engaged him in forming 
fchemes for advancing his fubftance, and obliged him 
to return a fecond time to Jamaica, then to embark for 
England, where he arrived, in a ve£el commanded by 
captain Loader, in Auguft At Campeachy he 

came acquainted with fome Bucaniers, widi whom 
we hereafter fhall find hhn engaged ; but it is evident, 
that he foon was aihamed of this wicked courfe of life, 
and endeavoured, as much as in him lay, to keep it 
a fecret. 

In 1679, arrived again at Jamaica, in a fhip 
called the Loyal Merchant of London, captain Knap- 
man commander, with an intent to have fet himfelf up 
for a complete trader in the bay of Campeachy : but 
his mind altering, he laid out the greateft part of what 
he had hitherto gained, in purchafing a fmall eftate in 
Dorfetihire; then agreed with one Mr. Hobby, to make 
another voyage before he fettled in England. Not 
lone after their firft fetting out, they anchored at die 
weft end of Jamaica, in Nigral bay; where they met 
with Coxon, Sawkins, Sharpe, and other privateers 
beforementioned, with whom all Mr. Hoboy’s men 
entered, leaving no foul with him, but Mr. Dammer; 
who, imagining that he alone could do him little 
lervice, agreed to accompany them. At the end of 
the year 1679, they arrived at Porto Bello, and took 
it. April 5, 1680, they refolved to crofs the ifthmus 
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of Darien, landed near Golden Ifland, and in about 
nine days arrived at Santa Maria, and foon made 
themfelves mailers of it without lols. On the 23d, 
they had fight of Panama; but having in vain attacked 
Puebla Nova, before which their commander in chief, 
captain Sa\^kins, was killed, they made away for the 
ifles of Quibo. In the month of Odober they took 
Ylo. About chriftmas, the fame year, they came to 
the ifland Fernandez, where captain Sharpe, who 
had the command after the death of Sawkins, was de- 
pofed, and captain Watlin chofen in his ftead, under 
whofe command they attacked Arica; but were re- 
pulfed with the lofs of twenty eight men, among whom 
was their new commander. They failed from hence 
to the ifland of Plata, without any chief captain. 
Here the crew divided into two fadlions, and upon a 
poll, captain Sharpe was reftored to the chief command: 
but Mr. Dampier, who voted againfl him, with forty- 
fix of his aflbeiates, left the ftiip on the 17th of April, 
1681, refolving to repais the iflhmus, which was cer* 
tainly the boldeft enterprize that ever entered into the 
thoughts of defperadoes; and yet they accomplifhed 
their deflgn with little lofs. May 24, having paffed 
the iflhmus in twenty three days, they went on board 
a French privateer, captain Triflrian commander; to 
whom they joined a fleet of the fame fort of people, 
confiding of nine fhips, in which were 600 men. With 
this great force, they were able to do very little, except 
that thefe daring people, who came over land, took 
a Tartan, and putting themfelves under the command 
of captain Wright, failed to the Carraca coafl, and 
took three Ihips, which they brought with them to 
Koca, there (hared them, and feparated, tho’ they 
were but fixty in all; twenty of thefe, among whom 
was our author, captain Dampier, took one of the 
ihips, and with their (hare of the prizes proceeded to 
Virginia; where they continued for a confiderable time. 
At length captain Cooke, of whom we have taken 
notice in the foregoing chapter, arriving at Virginia 
with a prize, and refolving to go again into the South 

Seas; 
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Seas ; Mr. Dampief, being his old acquaintance, with 
moil of his companions, agreed to fail with him, 
making up one third of his company. In this voyage 
k was that captain Cowley aded as mailer, fays our 
author, tho’ he was not trailed with the true defign. 
From this time, to the end of Auguil, 1685, captain 
Cowley’s account fo nearly agrees with Mr. Dampier’s, 
that wejhall not trouble the reader with fo unneceii'ary 
a repetition; but proceed. 

September 3, our author left captain Davis, who 
fucceeded captain Cooke, and went on board captain 
Swan, when the two Ihips parted ; the former failing for 
Peru, and the latter along the coaft of Mexico, w here 
they met^with bad weather, violent tornadoes, thunder 
and lightning, which firft blew from the N. W. kept 
them out at fea, and they had no fight of land till the 
I4thj when they difeovered the burning mountain, 
called Guatimala. It appears with a double peak, 
between which, before bad weather, fire and fmoke 
burft out. The city of Guatimala is fituated near the 
foot of this high mountain, 8 leagues from the South 
Sea, and 50 from the gulph of Matique. The country 
about it abounds with the four noted dies, indico, 
anatta, filvefter, and cochineal. They faw here abun¬ 
dance of pumice'hones, which were thrown out of the 
vulcano, and driven by the rain down the hill into the 
fea. The 24th, at 14 deg. 30 min. north latitude, the 
weather being fettled, captain Townley, our compa¬ 
nion, went afhore with 106 men, in hopes to find a 
landing-place, and fome refrefhments for our fick. 
We lay by till the 26th, when coafting along to the weft, 
we faw rich patture plains, mixed with pleafant groves: 
but the country near the fea being defended with hills 
of fand, the raging billows would not permit our men 
to land with their canoes. October 2, captain Town- 
ley feeing no profpeA- of putting his men afhore, re¬ 
turned on board; but the next day, refolving to try 
his fate again, run his canoes to land in a fandy bay, 
where he got afhore with the lofs of one man, having 
fpoiled moft of his powder with the fait water. Up in 
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the country they found numerous torrents, and un* 
fordable rivers, fo they were obliged to return with 
their canoes. Hereupon they failed again, dill coaft- 
ing to the weft, within two miles of the fhore, but 
could not difeover either bay or creek for 20 leagues, 
till they came to the ifle of Tangola, where they found 
fafe anchorage. It is high, but fmall, pretty well pro¬ 
vided with wood and water. They failed a league 
farther into the port of Guatulco, one of the beft in the- 
kingdom of Mexico, at 15 deg 30 min. north latitude. 
On the eaft fide of the entrance of the harbour, about 
a mile diftant, is a fmall ifle, about a league from the 
ftiore, and on the weft a large hollow rock, open at 
the top, thro’ which the waves of the fea force a 
pafiage, as if thro’ a pipe, with a great noife, and to 
a great height, even in calm weather. Here captain 
Townley landed again with his men, and marching 
call came to the river Capalita. A league from Gua¬ 
tulco, two of our men fwam over that river, and took 
three Indians prifoners, who could not fpeak Spanifti, 
but made ligns to (hew them a village 5 fo captain 
Townley, and our author, with 140 men, went in 
fearchof it, ahd returned the 8th, having marched 14 
miles, to an Indian village, and feen nothing but fome 
vinelloes, drying in the fun. This fruit grows on a 
fmall kind of vine, which twines about the trees, and 
at fxrft bears a fort of yellow flower, that produces a 
cod, about five inches long, in which are feveral feeds, 
that are black firll, and when dried of a chefnut-colour. 
The 12th, they failed from Guatulco, and were forced 
to come to an anchor at the ifland Sacrificio, not above 
a league diftant to the well. The bell anchorage here is 
between the ifle and the continent, at fix fathom water. 
At this place two of the four canoes, which they fent 
before to find port Angels, returned, and informed us, 
that they tried in vain to land there; that they faw 
great ftore of cattle, and had loft company of the other 
two. The 22d, they went in here and came to an 
anchor, at 13 fathom water in a good bay and well 
Iheltcrcd againft the trade winds, which blow W. S. W. 

ft 
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It lies at 15 ^degrees north latitude. The 23d, they' 
landed 100 men, who lived three days upon fait beef, 
but • at length furnilhed themfelves with ftore of maiz, 
hogs, and fowls, at a houfe near the plain; but brought 
little of them aboard,‘by reafon pf its great dillance 
from the fea. The 28th, at night, they met with the 
other canoes, who had been as far as Acapulco, where 
they got frefh water, in fpite of 150 Spaniards, who 
endeavoured to prevent them. 

November 2, they paiTed the rock of Algatrofs^ 
The 3d, they came to an anchor oppofite a fine river, 
which has a little iHand at the entrance, about a mile 
from Ihore, in 14 fathom. On the well fide of the 
channel, the Spaniards had thrown up an intrenchment, 
defended with 200 men, whom we forced out with 
little difficulty, found a good quantity of fait, and took 
a Mulatto prifoner, who informed us of a large Ihip 
come from Lima to Acapulco. Captain Townley 
wanting a better veffel, it was refolved, after foinc de¬ 
bate, to fetch her out of the harbour. The 7th they 
had fight of Acapulco, about 12 leagues diftant. It is 
a town and harbour, remarkable at fea for a round 
hill betwixt two others, and lies in 17 deg. north, on 
the weft fide of the continent, belonging to the terri¬ 
tory of Mexico; and is the only place of commerce on 
the weft coaft ; tho’ only three fliips come thither; twQ 
of which go conftantly every year to and from Manilla, 
and the other to and from Lima. . This laft comes to 
Acapulco about Chriftmas, freighted with quickfilver, 
cocoa, and pieces of eight, and ftays till the other tw% 
arrive; from which Ihe takes in her cargo of filks, 
muftins, calicoes, fpices, &c. for Peru, and returns to 
Lima. This is but of a moderate fize; but the two 
former are about looq tons, and fail in the beginning 
of April, ftay 3 days at Guam, and continue theit 
voyage to Manilla; where they commonly arrive in 
June. Crofs the entrance of the harbour of Acapulco, 
is a low iftand, a mile and a half long, and about half a 
mile broad, ftretching. eaft and well; at each end of 
which, is a channel for the ihips to come in and out^ 
O That 
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That on the weft is fo deep, there is no anchorage, 
thr<y which the Manilla Ihips pafs ; but that from 
Lima enters thro’ the S. W. channel. The harbour 
runs eight miles north, then doling in a narrow chan¬ 
nel, goes about a mile farther to the weft. On the 
N. W. fide, at the entrance of this channel, clofe by 
the fea-fide. the town of Acapulco is fituated ; before it 
is a platform, mounted with a good many guns, and 
over againft it a ftrong caftle, defended with 40 guns, 
tvithin reach of which the Ihips commonly ride. Cap¬ 
tain I’ownley, the next night, with 140 men in 12 
canoes, rowed foftly to Acapulco, where he found the 
Ihip at anchor within 100 yards of the caftle, and plat¬ 
form; fo, feeing it impoflible to bring her off, returned 
much concerned. The iith, they failed weft along a 
fandy bay, at the end of which is the hill of Petaplan, 
lying in 17 deg. 20 min. north latitude. A little farther 
is a little heap of round hills, betwixt which, and the 
point, they entered and anchored at the N. W. fide of 
the hill, in ii fathom. Here they fent 170 men a- 
(hore, who marched 14 miles up the country, and faw 
nothing but a wretched Indian village, abandoned by 
the inhabitants; fo that they met with nobody but a 
Mulatto woman, with four fmall children, whom they 
brought aboard. She declared, that a caravan with 
mules, loaded with flour, and other goods for Acapul¬ 
co, had baited on the road to the weft of this village ; 
fo they faijpd after them to a place called Chequetan, a 
tolerable good harbour, with frelh water, and wood in 
abundance. The 9th, they here landed 95 men, in 
fix canoes, taking with them the Mulatto woman for a 
guide, who carried them thro’ a pathlefs wood into a 
plain, near which they found the prize, laden with 
flour, cheefe, chocolate, and earthen ware, all which, 
excepting the earthen veiTels, they bore to the ihip, 
with fome beef they had killed by the way. Captain 
Swan went aftiore afterwards, and killed >8 cows more. 
The 21 ft, they failed with the land wind, which blow* 
here tQ the north, but at fea W. S. W. The 26th, 
200 men were fent to difeofer the rich city of Colima, 

who 
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who returned on board the 28th, without being able ta 
find it. Soon after they faw the volcano of Colima, 
remarkable for its height, in 18 deg. 36 min. north 
latitude, which appears with two high points, ilTuing out 
fire and fmoak, about fix leagues from the fea. This, 
if we may believe the Spaniards, is a fine fruitful 
country, but there is no landing near it, on account of 
the water’s impetuolity. The 29th, 200 men were 
difpatched to try if they could find any road leading to 
the port of Sallagua, lying in 18 deg. 52 min. notth 
latitude, but could not land. 

December 1. They came in fight of the port of Sal¬ 
lagua, which is a bay, divided by a rocky point near 
the middle, and looks like two harbours, in either of 
which is good anchorage at 12 fathom water. Here 
they faw abundance of Spaniards armed, to whom, 
the enfuing morning, they paid a vilit wdth 200 men, 
but they infiantly ned. Their men purfued them 14 
leagues to no purpofe, taking only two ftrageling Mu- 
lattoes. The 6th, finding nothing to be Jone here, 
they failed weft again to Cape Corientes, in hopes of 
there meeting with a prize, where captain Dampier 
was greatly alHifted with the dropfy, which the natives 
pretend to cure with the cod of an albgator, dried and ^ 
beaten to powder; but we could here find none of thefe 
creatures. The nth, they got fight Jof Cape Coro- 
nada, which appears with 3 peaks, refembling a crown. 
’Tis pretty high, fteep ana- rocky, but flat at the top. 
The (hip from the Philippines, being obliged to make 
this point in her voyage homewards, they ftaid here, 
hoping not to mifs her; but wanting provifions, 60 men 
were difpatched to the weft of the cape to get fome ; but 
they returned on the 17th, without any purchafe; how¬ 
ever, they left 4 canoes behind, with 46 men, who rowed 
to the w^eft, and returned to the cape the 24th, having 
landed in the valley of Valderas, or the valley of Flags, 
which is inclofed between Cape Corientes on the fouth 
eaft, and point Pontique on the north weft. This val¬ 
ley, towards the fea, is bounded by a verdant hill, which 
affords a pleafant profped, as do the large meadows, 
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flored with cattle, and the groves of guavas, orange, 
and lime-trees, which here grow wild in vaft numbers. 
Here they landed 37 men, who were attacked, about 
three miles up the country, by i Spaniards: by good 
luck there was a wood near them, into wdiich they re¬ 
treated, and fired fo furioufly upon the enemy, that the/ 
killed the Spanifh captain, and 17 troopers, with the 
lofs of 4 men, and 2 wounded, which caufed the ene¬ 
my to move off. They continued cruifing about the 
cape till the iftof January, 1686, then made for the 
valley of Valderas, to procure fome beef, and anchor¬ 
ed in 60 fathom, about a mile from fhore, where they 
continued till the 27th; then landed 250 men, who 
killed and falted beef enough to laft them 2 months. 
While they were here bufied in getting provifions, tlie 
Manilla fhip gave them the flip to the eaft, which oc- 
cafioned captain Townley and captain Swan to part; 
the former failing back to the eaft, and the latter pro¬ 
ceeding weft. The zeth, captain Swan anchored on 
the eaft fide of the ifles of Chametly, being 6 fmall 
iflands, a little to the fouth of the tropic of Cancer, 
three leagues from the continent, ‘ Two of them only 
have fandy creeks to the fea-fide, which produce a 
fruit called pengwins, which is of two kinds, red and 
yellow. The yellow grows on a ftem, of the thick- 
nefs of one’s arm, a foot from the ground, bearing 
leaves fix inches long, with prickly edges ; the fruit 
grows at the top in clullers about the lize of a hen’s egg, 
and full of black feeds, which tafte dclicioufly. The 
red pengwin, is no larger than an onion, but in fhape 
like a nine pin, and rifes out of the ground like a 
mufhroom, fixty or, feventy in a clufter, puting out 
prickly leaves on each fide eighteen inches long. Here 
captain Swan went to the north with a 100 men, m 
fcarch of the river Cullacan; on the banks of which 
Hands a rich town, but could find no river, nor land¬ 
ing-place. Seven leagues from, the ifle of Chametly, 
there is a lake, called by the Spaniards Rio de Sail ; on 
the weft fide of which their men landedand took fome 
maiz at a farm-houfe, where they were informed of an 
, ' Indian 


Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1686. Captain William Dampier. 147 

Indian town, to which their men marched. Coming 
near, they were attacked by a body of Spaniards and 
Indians, but having beaten them oif, they entered the 
tONvn, where they found only three^vvounded Indians, 
who faid that town’s name was Maflaclan, and that 
live leagues off th^re were twp rich gold mines. They 
ftald here till February 2, when eighty men were land¬ 
ed from the river Rofario, three leagues diftance from 
the fea, who brought with tliem ninety bufliels of maiz. 
The nth they anchored to the eaft of the river St# 
Jago. This river, the moft confiderable on the coaft, 
lies in 22 deg. 15 min. is about half a mile broad at 
the entrance, but much wider within ; and on the 
fandy fliore they could dig water at the depth of four 
feet. Here captain Swan ordered feventy men to feek 
for a town, who, having rowed about two days, found 
a corn held, where, while gathering it, they feized an 
Indian, who informed them, there was a town called 
St. Pecaque four leagues olF. This being told the 
jcaptain, he with 140 men, in eight canoes went five 
leagues up the river, where landing, he marched up 
into the country, and came to the town, which the 
Spaniards quitted without oppolition. It is not very 
large, but w^ell built, has two churches, and a market¬ 
place in the middle. Five leagues from hence are filver 
mines, the ore of which is carried to Compoflella, the 
capital of this part of Mexico, inhabited by feventy 
white families, and Goo Mulattoes and Indians. They 
continued here two days, carrying pif to their canoes 
what provifions they found: but the 19th, captain 
Swan being informed by a prifoner that a thoufand 
armed Spaniards were fent from St. Jago to attack them, 
ordered his people to get all the horfcrj they could, and 
to march all together with what provifion§ they would 
carry, but they refullng to obey his orders, he was 
forced to let one half of them go on with 54 horfcs 
•only, and before thefe were got half a mile from the 
town, a body of Spaniards lying in wait, killed every 
one of them on the fpot. Captain Swan came to their 
aliiftance, when it was to late. Among tlie flain was 
O 3 Mr. 
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T',ir r.Ir'wrofe, of the hillory of the Bucaniers 

1 ‘ ^ ‘ 'red. From hence they failed the to 

C'.<> iijirt f 'ur author having been long ill of a dropfy, 
was here h i »n the fand, and covered up for half an 
hour, whicii ooe/ation he believes produced a good 
efFcd, for it i .veat him exceed! gly, and he afterwards 
grew daily better. They haid here to careen till the 
26th, but not being able to procure frefh water, were 
obliged to vifit the valley of Valderas again, 
where they anchored on the aSth, but the water here 
being bravkifh, they ’removed near Cape Corientes. 
They now began to be fully convinced of their miftake, 
and found’ to their great grief, tiiat the commerce of 
this country w^as not carried on by fea, but intirely 
managed at land, by the alhftance of mules. 

With hopes of better fortune for the future, being 
encouraged by captain Swan, they left Cape Corientes 
March r,I, refolving to Ileer for the Eaft Indies, and 
having failed, according to captain Dampicr’s rcckon- 
ing, 5975 miles, they Cw neither fifli, nor fowl, but 
once, when they met with a number of boobies, which, 
as they fuppoled came from lome rocks a great diftance 
off. May 20, being in 12 deg. 5; m^n. north latitude, 
they dilcovered the ifla-.d of Guam, having provifion 
for three days only. '1 he 31ft, they came to an an¬ 
chor on the welt fide cf that iliand, and obtained of 
the governor good itore of hogs, cocoa-nuts, rice, 
bifeuir, and other refrelhments, i:h fifty pounds of 
Manilla tobatco. June 21, they arrived at the ifle 
of St. John, one of the Philippine iflands. 

The Philippine iilands, fays captain Dampier, are 
a row of ifiands, llretching from 5 deg. north latitude, 
to 16 deg. longitude, the chief oi wnich is Luconia, 
where Magellan was killed. Manilla, is the capital 
city, afea p3rc, and large, fituated at the' fouth call, 
oppofite to the ifle of ivlindoia, a place very flrong, 
and of great trade I'lie Acapulco linos carry from 
hence vail quantities of India goods, which arc brought 
thither by the Portuguefe, Chinele, and iopet mes by the 
Englilh of Fort St. George, by Health. To tne fouth 
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of Luconia are a dozen or more large iflcs, with an 
‘ infinite number of fmall ones. This of St. JohnJies 
between 7 and 8 deg. north latitude, is in length, 
from N. N. W. to S. S.E. 38 leagues, and in breadth 
24. The foil is rich and fruitful. The zzd, we 
fleered along the eaft fide of Mindanao, towards the 
north end, till we came in 7 deg. 40 min. where we 
anchored in a little bay. ,The ifle of Mindanao, next 
to Luconia, is the largell of the Philippines, being 60 
leagues long, and near 60 broad. The foil here is 
good, and the ftony hills produce various kinds of trees, 
unknown to us In the valleys are many frefh-vvater 
brooks, with difterent forts of ever-greens, alfo rice, 
water-melons, plantains, bananas, nutmegs, cloves, 
&c. but abov^e all the reft, a tree, called by the natives, 
the libby tree, which produces the fago. The poorer 
fort eat it for bread feveral monihs in the year. 7 'hc 
bark and wood of this tree is hard, but full of white 
pith, like our elder. It is of this pith, prepared by 
ftamping it in a mortar, and pouring water Upon it, 
they make cakes. It aftb:ds alfo wild and tame 
beafts, fuch as horfes, cows, goats, wild hogs, deer, 
&c. Of tame fowls,, they have only ducks and liens; 
but of wild, pigeons, turtle-doves, parrots, and other 
kinds, with fmall birds, a vaft variety. They have 
alfo plenty of good hlh ; nor do they want harbours, 
and creeks. The wind blows eaft from October to 
May, then weft to October again. The inhabitants 
are alike in colour, llature, and religion, being all 
Mahometans; yet they difrer in language : they are 
. low in ftature, with little heads, fmall limbs and eyes, 
fhort nofes, wide mouths, thin red lips, black teeth, 
and ftrait bodies. Their complexion is tawny. They 
wear a turban of cloth, that comes once round the 
Head, laced or fringed at the ends, which are knotted, 
and hang down. They wear likewafe frocks, and 
breeches; but neither (hoes nor ftockings. Ihe women 
tie their long and black hair in a knot, which hangs 
down behind, and have very littl feet. The if cover¬ 
ing is a piece of cloth, fewed together; -and over it a 
, • frock. 
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frock, reaching a little below the waift. They love 
t)ie company of white men, and freely allow all the 
liberties they dare. There is one particular cuitom 
in the city of Mandanao, which may I'eem fomewhat 
odd. As foon as any ftrangers arrive, the men of the 
town come aboard, to invite them to their houfes, 
where they are fure to aih, whether they fland in need 
of a pagally, that is, a female companion. The guell, 
out of civility, is obliged to accept the oder, by a 
fmall prefent; and, as the continuance of this favour 
muft be purchafed by other trifles, they in return give 
the ftranger leave to eat, drink, and deep, in their 
houfes, for money. Nothing here is to be had gratis, 
except a little tobacco. A mean way of begging this! 
tho’ praflifed among the beft in the place, d'he capital 
is fituated at the fouth fide, on the bank of a river, 
two miles from the fea,in 7 deg. 20 min. north latitude. 
Their houfes are built on pofts, from fourteen to twenty 
feet high, having but one floor, which is divided in'O 
many rooms, the floors whereof are generally matted. 
Their common food is rice, fago, and fifli; tho’ the 
gentry eat buffaloes, and fowls, but npt without a 

f ood deal of rice. They eat every thing with their 
ngers, making no ufe of fpoons, or forks. The 
chief trades in tliis city are goldfmiths, carpenters, 
blackfmiths, and whecl-wrights, and they build good . 
fhips, either for war or trade. I’heir exported mer¬ 
chandizes, are gold, bees-wax, and tobacco ; the two 
firll come from the mountainous parts, but the laft grows 
all over the ifland. For tliefe, they take calicoes, muf- 
lins, and Chinefe filks, in exchange. The inhabitants, 
in general, are afllided with a dry feurf, all over their 
bodies, which caufes violent itchings, and when fcratch- 
ed, raiieth little white fcales on the Ikin, which after they 
are gone, leave white f::)Ots upon their bodies: but as 
this is not infedious, they don’t mind it. They have 
many wives, and are under the government of a fultan, 
who is poor enough; but fo arbitrary, that he can 
command every private fubjed’s purfc at pleafure: At 
the time they were in the ifland, he feemed about fifty 

years 
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years old, and befides his queen had twenty-nine con¬ 
cubines. When he appears abroad, he is carried oa 
four mens fliouldcrs, attended with a guard of ten fol- 
diers. He had a brother, who was both prime miniilcr 
and general, a cunning perfon, of good converfacion, 
Vvho could both talk, and write very well the Spanhh 
language. In their wars, they ufe fwords, lances, and 
another weapon like a bayonet, which not only the 
leading men; but the meaneft people wear. They 
never fight a pitched battle in the open plain ; but raife 
fmall forts, which are mounted with guns, wherein 
they Ihelter themfelves, endeavouring to furprize one 
another by fmall parties; and they give no quarter* 
Their fabbath is on Friday, when the fultan goes twice 
to the Mofquc, where they ufe a drum, inilead of a 
bell, to call the people together. They never circunir 
cife their males till they arrive at the agt of eleven or 
twelve; this operation is performed by the Mahometan 
prieft, who holds the forefkin of the penis between two 
flicks, and cuts it off with a pair of fcifiars. 

When we firft anchored, at the entrance of the river 
Mindanao, one of the fultan’s fons, with his uncle be¬ 
fore mentioned, came aboard, and, in Spanifh, demand¬ 
ed who wd were ? being told we were Englifh, he 
afked if we came to fettle there, of which, they had 
Tome promife before, and now hoped to fee it perform¬ 
ed; that we might protefl theiti from the Dutch, whoni 
they very much dreaded: and, if we had ferioufly 
Teflefled on the matter, it might have turned out much to 
bur advantage; confidering its commodious fituation, 
between the three ifles of Meangis, all which abound in 
fpice and cloves, and are not 20 leagues diftant from 
the Philippines, Befides we were provided with all 
forts of artificers, fuch as carpenters, bricklayers, 
ftioemakers, taylors, &c. and with all convenient 
tools, guns, great and fmall, and ammunition enough 
for fuch an enterprize. But to return to the king of 
Mindanao’s brother and nephew. They invited cap¬ 
tain Swan alhore, and promifed to furnifli him with all 
the provifions he flood in need of. After fome deli¬ 
beration 
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beration he agreed to go with them. This city is a 
mile long, but not very broad. The captain was daily 
entertained, at the king’s brother’^s houfe, who was 
called Raja Laut, and to fuch of his men, that had no 
money, he gave boiled rice, fcraps of fowl, and the 
flefh of buffaloes. But notwithftanding thefe appear-t 
ances of friendlhip, they foon began to difcover Raja 
Laut’s defigns were not honell; for he never provided 
any beef, pretending he could get none; and borrowed a 
conliderable quantity of gold of captain -Swan, which 
he never repaid. Thefe artifices induced part of the 
Ihip’s crew to think of leaving the place; while the reft 
being difperfed in the country, with the captain him- 
felf, were not inclined to depart, fo they clfpofed him 
from the command, chufing captain Teat in his room, 
and failed away on the 13th of January 1687, leaving 
captain Swan with 44 of his men, bendes 16 buried, 
behind. Six leagues to the weft of the ifle of Mindanao, 
they paired in fight of Chambungo, a town in the fame 
Ifland, then favv many low ifles; to the fouth of which 
lay another 12 miles in length. The 17th, they anchored 
betwixt thefe ifles. The 27th, they got about the weft point 
of Mindanao, and kept the fame courfe, till they came 
abreaft the other Philippine ifles. Feb. 18, they came to 
an anchor, at the N. W. of the ifle of Mindora, near a 
fmall brook, which difeharged itfelf into the fea, where 
they faw plenty of hogs, and oxen, but fo wild, they 
could take none. The z3d, they carpe to the S. W. 
end of Luconia; and took two barks, laden with goods 
for Manilla. The ifland of Luconia is 60 leagues wide 
in the middle, and is fiirrounded by many fmall ifles, 
efpecially at the north end. In the country are feveral 
large pafture plains, as well as mountains. The for? 
mer afford buffaloes, cows, oXen, horfes, flieep, goats, 
and hogs; the latter produce fome gold. The inhabi¬ 
tants of Luconia are Indians, who live in little huts, 
under the Spanilh yoke, and are inftru6led in the catho¬ 
lic faith, by the priefts. Manilla is the chief city, 
lituated at the foot of a ridge of high hills, in 14 deg. 
north latitude. It is walled round; the houfes are large, 
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ftrong, and covered with pantiles; the llreets broad, 
and regular, with a market place in the middle. There 
are many churches and convents with a fpacious harbour 
defended by a ftrong fort; in which are a number of 
fmall craft, befides the Acapulco (hips. The Portu- 
guefe have leave to trade here, and many Chinefe mer¬ 
chants refide in the city. February 26, they failed 
from Luconia, and on the 14th of March anchored on 
the north fide of the ifte of Condore, which is the chief 
of a heap of iflands, and the only one of them which . 
is inhabited, lying in 8 deg. 40 min. north latitude, 
being five leagues long, but not above three leagues 
broad, and in fome parts fcarce one mile. In this ifland' 
grows a tall tree, the body of which is four feet dia¬ 
meter ; this the inhabitants cut horizontally half thro’, 
about a foot from the bottom, and then Hoping the up¬ 
per part inwardly, down to the tranfverfe cut, and 
making a hollow in the femicircular ftump, a liquor 
diftils thereinto, which when boiled, makes good tar, 
and more boiled, becomes pitch, anfwering both pur- 
pofes. Each fuch tree affords two quarts every day, 
for a month, then dries up, and recovers again. Here 
alfo are mango-trees, whofe fruit they pickle ; and the 

f rapes grow here on a ftrait tree about a foot diameter, 
unches about its body like cocoas; they are both red 
and white, large and plcafant. This ifland abounds 
alfo with wild nutmeg-trees, whofe fruit grows amongft 
the leaves, like our walnuts, and the tree is as large. 
They have alfo hogs, guanos, wild cocks and hens, 
with divers kinds of birds. The inhabitants of the ifle 
of Condore, are originally Cochin-Chinefe, of a mode¬ 
rate fize, but fomevvhat darker than the Mindanyans. 
Their hair is ftrait and black, their eyes of the fame 
colour, their nofes fmall, their lips thin, a little mouth, 
and white teeth. They are civil, but poor, having no 
other employment but to gather the juice of tar, and to 
draw fome oil from the tortoifes. They offer their 
women here to all ftrangers, a cuftom ufed in moft of 
thefe iflands, as well as in the Eaft Indies, on the coaft of 
Guiney, in Africa, a^d alfo at Tonquin. They are 
Pagans, and adore t fly, the elephant, and horfe, 
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befides other images of birds, and fifli. April 6, they 
left this place, and failed for the ifle of Ubi, irom 
thence for the bay of Siam, which they entered the 
24th ; going in among the ifles, at the bottom of the 
bay, where they found a little village, inhabited by 
filhermen, but no full; then returning on a board, they 
were detained by a calm, and afterwards by tempeftu- 
ous weather, till May 13. The 21II, they failed back 
for Condore, where they came to an anchor the 24th : 
here fix of their men, going aboard a ?v^alayan veffel, 
were killed. June 4, being well provided with fuel, 
and frelh water, they intended to make Manilla, but 
by contrary winds were driven to the ifle of Prata, 
which is inclofcd with rocks, and lies betwixt Canton 
in China, and Manilla. June 29, they came to an an¬ 
chor at the call end of the ifle of St. John, lying on the 
fea coall of Canton, wbere they were forced to put out 
to fea again, being furprifed by a violent tempeft, with 
which, being greatly terrifled, they refolved to fleer for 
the Pifeadores, which lie between the ifland of Formo- 
fa, and the continent of China. Thefe are a good 
parcel of iflands : betwixt the two eaflermofl is a 
iafe harbour, and on the wefl fide a large town and f ort, 
in which is a Tartar garifon of 300 men. The houfes 
are low, but neatly built. July 20, they anchored 
here, and fending the boat afliore, were civilly re¬ 
ceived by the governor, who fent them prefents; “ a- 
mong them, (fays our author) w as the linefl heifer I 
ever tailed in my life.” However, this Tantarian 
would not allow them either to trade there, or to go 
aihore. Mr. Read, wdio was then their commander, 
in return for the governor’s prefent, fent him a fiiver 
hiked fword, a carbine, and a gold chain. The 29th, 
they failed from hence, and, on the 6th of Auguft, 
came to an anchor on the eafl fide of the northermoli 
of the five ifles, in 20 deg. 20 min. north latitude, 
where, contrary to their cxpe£lations, they found three 
or four large towns. This the Dutch, who were in 
our (hip, called the Prince of Orange ifle. The norther- 
moflot two more large ifles, we calkd Grafton ifle ; anid 
to the third gave the name of Monmouth ifle. Orange 
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ifland is the largeft, but not inhabited; the other two 
are hilly, and very well peopled. The hills in all of 
them are rocky; but the valleys fruitful in grafs, plan¬ 
tains, bananas, pine-apples, fugar-canes, potatoes, 
fome cotton, and rivulets of frelh water; they have few 
fowls, but are well ftored with goats, and hogs: the 
natives are fhort, and thick, round faced, have low 
foreheads, and full eye-brows, with hazel eyes, fhort 
nofes, white teeth, and lank black hair, cut up to 
their ears; and are of a copper complexion. They all 
go bare-headed, and the major part have no cloaths, but 
a clout round their waift. The women wear a fhort 
petticoat made of coarfe calico, reaching to the knees; 

^ and both fexes have ear-rings, made of a yellow metal, 
which they dig out of the mountains, that has the 
weight and colour of gold, but paler. Their houfea 
are fmall, and not above five feet high, of which they 
build four rows, one above another, on the fide of a 
rocky hill. They never kill any goats, or hogs them- 
felves, but eat their guts, and fkins, which lafl they broil 
after the hair is finged off. They alfo make a difti of 
locufts, which come at dated feafbns, and devour their 
potatoes. They catch them with nets, and broil, or 
bake them in an earthen pan, which eat tolerably well. 
Their common drink is water, tho’ they boil a fort of 
li.quor out of fugar-canes mixed with black berries, 
which when put into jars, and worked about a week, 
then fettled, becomes a line pleafant liquor, not much 
unlike Englilh ale. They call this liquof bafhee, from 
whence they called the iflands, Bafhee Iflands. Here 
we faw a young lad buried alive, as they fuppofed, for 
theft. They have but one wife, and Ihe, with her 
children are very dutiful to the father. They are very 
civil quiet people, not only with llrangers, but among 
themfelves; for in all the time they ftaid here, they 
never obferved them to differ or quarrel, with each 
other. Having provided themfelves with about eighty 
hogs, and good flore of potatoes, they proceeded to 
the ifle of Manilla, but being prevented by Tempefts, 
and contrary winds, they rcfolved to fleer round the 
P Philippines, 
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Philippines, and pafs into the Indian ocean, about the 
ifle of Timor. 

October 3, intending to pafs through the Spice iflands, 
they fleered on the eaft fide of Luconia, then directed 
their courfe weft for the ifle of Mindanao, where they 
lay before; there anchored on the 16th, between two 
fmall ifles, in 5 deg. 10 min. north latitude : while they 
were in this place, the prince of one of the fpice iflands 
came aboard, and informed them, that captain Swan, 
with fome of his men, were ftill in the city of Minda¬ 
nao ; but they were told afterwards, that he, and his 
forgeon, were overfet and drowned by the natives, as 
they were going aboard a Dutch fhip in that road; and 
that this was done, as they imaging, by the order of 
Raja Laut, who had feized all their gold. November 2, 
they failed from hence to the ifle of Celebes, at the 
fbuth end; and on the weft fide of which is the rich 
and ftrong town of Macaflar, belonging to the Dutch; 
here they anchored, being half a mile from another 
large ifland, in eight fathom water, at i deg. 50 min. 
fottth latitude, and ftaid till the zgth: the next day 
they fleered betweentwo {holes, at 3 deg. fouth latitude, 
ten leagues from Celebes. Towards the evening they 
faw three fpouts *. 

December i, fleering fouth, they had fight of the ifle 

. ^ ____ I - . . .... ■ ' 

* Jfpouty is a piece of a cloud hanging d(rwn^ fome- 
times f oping, and fometimes bending like a benw, but ne- 
nser firait ; after this is feevi the fea begins to foam, and 
the miatcr begins to mo%/e fonjcly round, till increajing in a 
•whirling motion, it fies ufrward, aho^ve a hundred paces 
in circumference at the bottom, hut lejfens gradually up- 
•wards to the fmallnefs of a fpout, or long funnel, thrd 
•which the •water of the fea feems to be carried into the 
-clouds. Then you fee the cloud, •which ^was before im- 
mo^v cable, feud along, and the fpout foUonwingfor half an 
hour till the fuStion is oruer*, then breaking off, all the 
•water, that •was belo^w the fpout, falls into the fea, •with 
a great noife: howe^ver, they are more terrible than dan* 
gerous» 
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of Bouton, and got dofe to the N. W. end of it the 
5th; tho’ the harbour is at the eaft lide, in 4 deg. 54 
min. fouth latitude. This iiland is 25 leagues in length, 
ten broad, and four leagues from the S. E. end of the 
ifle of Celebes. About a league from this harbour, 
and half a mile from the fea, is a long town, htuated on 
the top of a little hill, in a pleafant plain, inclofed with 
a walk of cocoa-trees, about which is a ilrong wall. 
This town is called Callafufung; its inhabitants are 
not unlike the Mindanayans, but neater. The 6th, 
they brought them eggs, fowls, potatoes, &c. and the 
fultan afterwards came in a boat, guarded by twelve 
mufqueteers. They (laid here till the 12th, and on the 
16th palTcd by Omba, in 8 deg, 20 min, fouth latitude. 
The 28th, they faw the N. W. point of Timor, and the 
next day difcovcred two fmall iflands near to the S. W. 
end of it j being got clear of thefe, they flood off fouth 
/or new Holland, part of the Terra Auflralis incognita. 
The 31ft, at night, they flood to the north, for fear of 
a (hole, laid down in the charts at 23 deg. 50 min. 
bearing fouth by weft from the eaft eijd of Timor, 
which they faw in the morning, being a fpotof land, 
appealing above the water, with feveral rocks about it, 
10 feet above the furface. This Ihole was repre- 
/ented in their charts 20 leagues from new Holland, 
but they failed 60 afterwards due fouth before they fell 
in with it. And our author is very poffitive, that no 
part of New Holland lies fo far to the north by 40 
leagues, as is laid down in their hydrographical maps; 
/or he found the tides of New Holland, keeping their 
conftant courie, the flood running north by eaft, and 
the ebb fouth by eaft. ^ 

January 4, 1688, they fell in whh the land of New 
Holland, and on the 5th, anchored a league to the eaft 
of a point of land, two miles from the ftiore: New 
Holland is a vaft tra6i of land; but whether it be an 
ifle, or part of the continent, is unknown. However, 
our author is certain tliat it joins neither to Afia, A- 
frica, or America, thereabouts. The parts where they 
lay had no frefli water, expept what was dug, but 
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various forts of trees, and among the reft the dragon- 
tree, which produces gum-dragon. They here faw 
no fruit-trees, nor the foot-ftep of any living animal, 
except one, which feemed the track of fonie bead, 
about the fize of a maftiff-dog. They have a few 
land birds, but none bigger than a fieldfare, and as 
few water fowl. The inhabitants are the moft mife- 
rable wretches in the world, having no houfes to put 
their heads in, nor any covering, but the heavens ; no 
garments, except the bark of a tree, tied round the 
waid like a girdle ; no Iheep, fruit, or poultry, but 
tortoifes, manatees, cockles, muflels, and periwinkles ; 
no religion, nor government, but live promrTcuoufly. 
Their bodies are firait, tho' thin; they have firong 
limbs, great heads and eye brows, with round fore¬ 
heads. Their eye-lids are conftantly more than half 
clofed, to keep out the flies; which are here very 
troublefome. They have thick lips, wide mouths, and 
bottle nofes. What feems more ftrange, both fexes, 
old and young, want the fore teeth of the upper jaw ; 
but whether this is a natural defedt, or they draw them, 
is not known. They have no beards, but thick and 
Ihort curled hair on their heads, like the African negroes, 
and are altogether as black. We could not underfland 
a word they fpoke, fays Mr. Dampier, nor could we 
perfuade them to help us carry water, being very averfe 
to any labout. March 12, they failed from hence N. and 
the 16th were in the lat. of Cocoa ifland, lying in 12° 12' 
Nothing material happened till the 25th of April, when 
they eroded the line, and failed on the well fide of 
Sumatra, diredling their courfe to Nicobar, an ifland 
lying four leagues from the north weft end of Sumatra, 
the moft foutherly of a clufter of ifles, called by that 
name; where they anchored May 5, and where the 
inhabitants trade with all the European nations : it is 
twelve leagues long, four broad, and lies in 7 deg. 
30 min. north latitude. Here are plenty of cocoas, and 
mallories, a fruit which the natives boil in covered 
jars. They are ftrait limbed, and long vifaged, 
with lank black hair, and of a copper complexion. 
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The men wear only a kind of fafli round their middles; 
and the women a petticoat from the waift to their knees. 
Their language is a mixture of the Malayan and Por- 
tuguefe ; but they feem to have no fettled government. 
Our author, Mr. Ambrofe, and Mr. Hafl, refolving 
to abandon an unruly crew, were here put afhore, 
with defign to go from hence to Achin. Accordingly, 
on the 5th of May, they three, with four Malayans, 
and a Portuguefe, went in a Nicobar canoe, very little 
larger than the below-bridge wherries, at London, left 
this ifland, and rowed fpell and fpell. The 7th, they 
looked out for Sumatra, thinking they were within 
twenty leagues of it; but inftead thereof faw Nicobar 
about eightJeagues diftant. The iHth, they were 
driven by a tempeft, and in great danger of being call 
away. The 19th, to their great joy, one of their 
Malayan friends, cried Pulo Way, that is, the Ifle of 
Way, lying near the north weft end of Sumatra, which 
about noon they found to be the ifle itfelf; and the 
high land, which he had miftaken for the ifle of May, 
proved to be the Golden Mountain in Sumatra. The 
20th, they anchored at the mouth of the river Paflange 
Jonca, in the ifle of Sumatra, being ail half dead with 
the fatigues of this voyage. They were carried to a 
little fiftier-town near the river, where they were 
kindly ufed, and ftaid till June, then left the place, 
and in three days arrived at Achin. July following, 
our author, went with captain Welden to Tonquin, 
and returned to Achin, in April i68g, where he ftaid 
till September ; then making a fhort trip to Manacca, 
came to Aahin again the Chriftmas after. Soon aftpr 
he went to Fort St. George, and ftaid five months, then 
came bade to Bencouli, an Englifti fadory on the weft 
of Sumatra: but, continues Mr. Dampier, before my 
retnrn to England, I muft not forget one paflage re¬ 
lating to the painted prince, who died at Oxford : his 
name was Jeoly, and he, with his mother, were pur- 
chafed by one Mr. Moody at Mindanao, Mr. Moody 
and I went together to Bencouli; at parting, he gave 
me one fhare in this little prince, and his mother, and 

P 3 left 


Digitized by vjOOQIC 



i 6 o The Voyages of 1690. 

lef: them in my cuftody. They were born in the Iflc 
or Meaiigis, which abounds with gold, cloves, and 
nutmegs, as he told me : he was curioully painted down 
the breaft, and betwixt his (houlders behind ; but chiefly 
down his thighs before, with flower-work. By what 
I could learn, adds he, this painting was performed, 
by firft pricking the (kin with a fine needle, and then 
rubbing on it a gum of a certain tree, called damurer, 
which is ufed inftead of pitch, in fome parts of the 
1 ndics. He told me, their daily food three was fowl?, 
fiflies, and potatoes; and that they wore ear-rings of 
gold, with bracelets about their legs and arms. He 
farther informed me, that, as his father, mother, and 
he, were going in a canoe to one of the adjacent iflands, 
they were feized by fome Mindanayan fifliermen, and 
fold to the interpreter of Raja Laut, with whom he 
and his mother lived as flaves five years, and tlien were 
purchafed by Mr. Moody for 6o dollars: fome time 
after, Mr. Moody gave me a fliare in them, the mother 
died, and it was with great difficulty I faved the fon’s 
life. 

While Mr. Dampier (laid at Bencouli, he ferved as 
gunner of the fort; but when his time was out, he 
went on board the Defence, captain Heath comman¬ 
der, with his painted prince, in order to return to 
England. January 25, 1690, they failed with three 
more fliips; but foon after they were out at fea, a fatal 
diftemper raged aboard them, which they attributed 
to the water, that they took in at Bencouli. To re¬ 
medy this, they for feme time mixed tamarinds with 
.their water, w^hich, as our author believes, faved the 
lives of many of their men; having, before this me¬ 
thod was taken, loft fo many hands, that it was with 
much difficulty they got to the Cape of Good Hope. 
This Cape lies at the. fouthermoft point of the African 
continent, in 34 deg. 30 min. fbuth latitude. It af¬ 
fords an agreeable profpedt at fea, which is occafioned 
by its remarkable eminencies; the moft confiderable 
of them, is the mountain on the weft fide, called 
the Table Mountain, from iu flatnefs a-top. To the 
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north of it is a large harbour, with a low ifle lying off 
it, which may be entered on either fide. The country 
about it produces Ihort grafs, and fome trees, tho' not 
in great plenty ; yet when cultivated affords good crops 
of wheat, barley, and peafe, befides apples, pears, 
quinces, pomegranates, and fiich plenty of grapes, as 
furnifli wine, not only fufficient for their own ule, but 
alfo for fale to fuch Ihips as put in there; this wine is 
pleafant, fweet and llrong. They have here alfo plen¬ 
ty of ftieep, goats, hogs, horfes, and cows; but their 
oxen do not feed well, becaufe of the fliortnefs of the 
pailurage. Here are wild beads alfo, but they faw on¬ 
ly the afs, which is a beautiful creature, ftriped with 
black and white. They have likewife ducks, mod 
kinds of yard fowl, and odriches. The fea too affords 
them plenty of fidi. Oppofite the harbour the Dutch 
have a drong fort, were the governor lives; and to the 
wed of it is a Dutch town : on the backlide of the fort, 
is the Ead Indi^ houfe belonging to the company, with 
a large garden adjoining, dored with all kinds of fruit, 
herbs, &c. and embellifhed with flowers, walks, ar¬ 
bours, datues, &c. The natives of this country are 
called Hottentots, a middle-flzed people, with fmall 
limbs, flat faces, large eye-brows, and black eyes, 
but abominably nady. They build their houfes round,' 
with the Are place in the middle. The men have but 
one done in appearance, which is very drange; but 
the women are more to be admired, who have a flap of 
fkin naturally growing on their bodies, to cover their 
nakednefs, and are fo brutifli, that they will proditure 
themfelves, or do whatever you pleafe for a fmall re- 
compence. Their apparel is a flieep Ikin over their 
Ihoulders, and a leathern cap full of greafe upon their 
heads. Their legs are wound round with the guts Of 
i)eads. They are born white, but make themfelves 
black with foot and greafe, often repeating it, till 
their fkins become as black as negroes. When a wo¬ 
man marries, fliecuts off one joint of her finger, and if 
her hulband dies, and ftie marries again, Ihe cuts^off a- 
nother, &c. They eat any thing that is foul. If the 
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Hollanders kill a beail, they will gdtthe guts, fqueefe the 
excrements out, and without more ado, lay them upon 
the fire, and before they are hot thorough, eat them. If 
a flave has a mind to have carnal knowledge of one of 
their women, let him give her hulband a bit of tobacco- 
roll, and he will inftandy fetch her, and make her lie 
with him ; for tho’ they beat their wives if they lie with 
another Hottentot, they do not value their doing fo 
with ftrangers. They worlhip the moon, and when 
they exped to fee it, you may fee thoufands dancing 
and finging by the fea-fide. In dark weather, they 
fay their god is angry. 

May 3, they left the Cape of Good Hope, and on 
the 20th of June arrived at St. Helena, from whence 
they failed the 2d of July, and on the 16th of Septem¬ 
ber, 1690, came to an anchor in the Downs. On our 
author's arrival at London, being in want of money, 
he difpofed of his painted prince Jeoly; and was 
afterwards informed, that he was carried about for 
a fight, and at lad died of the fmall-pox at Ox¬ 
ford. 


CHAP. XVL 

Captain William Dampler*s voyage to New Holland^ 
and new Guiney\ by way of fupplement to the 
former. 

J ANUARY 14, 1691, new ftile, captain Dampier 
failed from the Downs in his majefty’s fliip the 
Roebuck, of twelve guns, 50 men and boys, and 20 
months provifions, to make new difcoveries; being 
fitted out for this undertaking, which tended to the pu¬ 
blic advantage, by Thomas Herbert, earl of Pembroke, 
lord high admiral in the reign of William III. They 
took their departure from the Start, as it was the laft 
land they faw in England, and made Cape Finifterre the 
iqth* the 28th, they had fight of Lancerota, one of 
the Canary ifles, and dood off for Teneriff, where they 
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intended to take in wine and brandy. The 30th, they 
anchored in the road of Santa Cruz, the beft port in 
the ifland for their purpofe ; where the beft landing; is 
in a Tandy cove, near a mile to the N. E. of the road; 
where there is good water, infomuch that the fhips 
from Oratavia, which is the principal part of the 
ifland for trade, befides the people, fend their boats 
hither for it. They ftaid here forae time, and the 
captain had an opportunity, to give the reader a tolerable 
idea of an ifland, fo often mentioned by navigators, 
on account of tlieir placing here the fir ft Meridian, from 
which the degrees of longitude are generally reckoned in 
our maps 

The town of Santa Cruz is fmall and open, defended 
by two forts only, and at this place it was that Sir Fran¬ 
cis Drake deftroyed the Spanifh galleons, April 1657. 
Soon after their arrival, captain Dampicr went by land 
to the city of Laguna, the metropolis of the ifland; and 
where the governor-general of the Canaries refides. 
The city of Laguna is pretty large, but very compadl, 
affording a delightful profpedl at a diftance. One part 
of it (lands againfl a hill, the other on a level. The 
houfes are built with (lone, mollly ftrong, and covered 
with pantiles j they are not uniform, but pleafant enough. 
There are two churches, four convents, and fome 
chapels, befides gentlemens houfes, and gardens, fet 
round with orange trees, limes, and other fruits : in the 
middle of which are hot herbs, fallading, flowers, &c. 
On the back of the town is a large plain, four leagues 
in lenght, and two miles broad, producing fine thick 
grafs, like the meadows in England : but the ifland in 
general is mountainous, and you may fee from the 
town, and plain, on the S. W. a fmall peeked hill, 
of a great height eaft, which is called the Pike of Tene- 
riff. I’he true Malm fey wine is produced in this ifland, 
and looked upon as the belt white wine in the world. 
Here is alfo Canary, and verdona, or green wine. 

February 4, they failed from Santa Cruz for the ifle 
of Mayo, one of the Cape Verd Illands; and, on the 
I ith, anchored in the road to the N. W. part of the 
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ifland. It is almoft round, 7 leagues in circuit, and 
lies in 15 deg. north lat. The Englilh have a conhde- 
rable trade here in fait, which coUs nothing but labour, 
for they may take it up, as the fun kerns it, and the 
carriage being performed by mules, is cheap. The 
inhabitants are negroes, and like thofe of Africa. 
Their fruits are figs, and water-melons ; their beft land 
animals are goats and affes. The fea affords them fifh of 
various kinds, and the green tortoifes lay their eggs 
here, in May, June, July, and Augull. 

February 19, they left this place, and the next day 
anchored near the town of St. Jago, in 16 deg. north 
latitude. The Portuguefe governor, and the biihop of 
all the Cape Verd Iflands, refide here. The town 
Hands fcatterlng againfl the Hdes of two mountains. 
There is a ftraggling Hreet, with houfes on each fide 
along the fea, with a run of water between them; 
which empties itfelf in a fandy bay, where the fea is 
fmooth, fo that here is good watering and landing at 
any time. There is a fmall fort at the landing-place, 
and another above the town. The town cenfifts of a- 
bout 30 houfes, the peopk in general are black, and 
poor, having little trade. Thek principal manufactures 
are Hriped cottons, which the Portuguefe carry to 
Brafih It is faid alfo, that they fend from hence to 
Portugal 100 tons of fugar aimudly. Their fruits sac 
oranges, lemons, citrons, pomegranates, mufk, and 
water melons, limes, guavas, quinces, cnfiajrd-<aqp|des, 
papas, 8 cc. The cufiard-apple, is a fruit as big as a pome¬ 
granate, and remarkable for its covering, which is fet 
round with fmall regular knobs. The infide is full of a 
foft white pulp, very fweet and pleafant, much refem- 
bling a cuilard, both in colour and taite: the tree that 
bears this fruit, is about the fize of a quince tree, hav¬ 
ing fmall, thick-fet, fpreading branches. At the end of 
thefe, here-and-there the fruit grows, on a llalk of its 
own, about ten inches long, hanging down with its 
own Weight. The papa is a fruit about the bignels of 
a melon, and hollow like it; but in the middle, has 
d handful of blackiih feeds ^out the bignels of pepper¬ 
corns. 
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corns, whofe tafte is hot. The fruit when ripe is foft 
aud ^ufcious, and if boiled when green, is eaten with 
pork and fait beef, inftead of turnips. The tree is ten * 
or twelve feet high, and the body* at the bottom a- 
bout eighteen inches over. It has no branches, only 
large leaves growing upon ftalks which proceed from 
the body, fix or fevcn feet from the ground. The fruit 
grows the thickeft among the thickeft leaves, but to¬ 
wards the top there being noile, the papas fpring out 
from the body of the tree, as thick as they can fHck one 
by another. February 22, they failed from St. Jago, 
Hood away for the bay of All Saints, and arrived be¬ 
fore the place March 25, where they anchored very 
fafely. This bay lies in the latitude of 13 deg. fouth, 
is fecured and commanded by three feveral forts. The 
place confifts of 2000 houfes, moft of which are hid 
frdm the harbour, thofe that appear, being feated a- 
mong trees, give a pleafant profpeft. There are 13 
churches, chapels, and convents, with a nunnery in 
the town. The cathedral, and jefuits college, which 
are the chief of them, may be feen from the harbour. 
Here lives an archbifhop, in a fine palace, and the go¬ 
vernor’s palace is likewife a (lately done building. The 
houfes in the town are either two o,r three (lories high, 
l)uilt with (lone, mod of them large, with balconies, 
but indifferently furnifhed, except with refped to pic¬ 
tures. A great many merchants always refide at Bahia, 
it being a place of great trade. They found there 30 
large veffels from Europe, with two Portuguefe men of 
war for their convoy; befides two (hips that traded to 
Africa, and abunaance of fmall craft. The mer¬ 
chants here are rich, and have numbers of negroes of 
both fexes. The chief commodities which the Euro¬ 
pean (hips bring hither, are linen cloths, both coarfe 
and fine, bays, wollen cloths, ferges, perpetuanas, hats, 
dockings, thread, bifcuit, wheat, butter, cheefe, iron, 
pewter, &c. They carry from hence fugar, tobacco, 
Inuff, die-woods, bralil, fudic; alfo raw hides, train 
oil, &c. The European (hips commonly arrive here 
in February and March, having generally a good paf- 
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fage home. They have a great trade carried on here 
in a fort of whale hilling, which creatures, tho’ fmall, 
come here in great numbers; fo that the killing of 
them turns to good account. The inhabitants of this 
city are generally rich, or in very good circumftances, 
none of them without ncgroe-flaves to do their drudgery, 
and to carry them in a kind of hammocks when they 
go abroad, which are either open, or covered. Be- 
ndes the bay of All Saints, there are two harbours, 
much frequented in Brafil, viz. Fernambuca, and Rio 
Janeiro; and befides thefe, there is a town and haven 
called St. Paul’s, where they gather a good deal of gold, 
and tho’ the people are a kind of lawlefs banditti, they 
have a great deal of money, and are well furnifhed 
with European commodities. The country about the 
city of Bahia is flat, but not very low, tho’ fufficiently 
watered with rivulets. The foil is tolerably good, and 
when cultivated, produces fugar-canes, cotton, indico, 
tobacco, and fruit trees peculiar to the climate. At 
the top of the cotton-tree grows a black thread, like 
horfe hair but longer, of which they make cables, that 
are rather more ferviceable than thofe made of hemp. 
They have alfo a vaft variety of fruits trees, and 
ground-fruits in abundance ; great plenty of wild and 
tame fowls, with land animals innumerable. They 
have here the aniphiihena, or two-headed fnake, of a 
grey colour, with black ftreaks, whofe bite is incura¬ 
ble, but (he rarely wounds, being, as Tome fay, blind, 
and living underground like a mole; (lie is 14 inches 
long, with a head at each end *. The fea here abouts 
alfo produces various forts of fine flfli. 

April 3, in the morning, they left this harbour, and 
on the 27th came into 18 and 19 deg. S. L. from thence 
failed to 39 deg. 32 min. without meeting with any 
thing remarkable, except a dead whale, whofe carcafe 
was covered over with various forts of birds. June 2, 
they faw a large black bird, which was faid never to 
fly above thirty leagues from the Cape of Good Hope, 

* Seedhtuen'^s O£iavo Di^ionarjf under AMP 
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tho’, by thek accoont, they were 90 leagues from it: 
but captain Dampier foon found out die error, and that 
they were but 25 leagues from that cape; accordingly, 
June 3, they fell in with the Antelope of London, who 
came the day before from that very place; with this 
ihip they kept company all the next day, then fleered 
to the Ball Indies, for foe coaft of New Holland. After 
they had run 600 leagues, and were in 34 deg. 17 min^ 
fouth latitude, and 39 deg. 24 min* longitude eafl 
from the cape ; till July 4 they failed 782 miles. 
July 25, being in 26 deg. 14 min. fouth latitude, they 
law fea-weed like mofs, and on foe 3ofo a fort of fowls 
they had never feen before, of a grey colour, with red 
fharp bills; butotherways, notunlike lapwings. 

After a voyage of 114 deg. from Brafil, on Aug. 2, 
they faw an opening, and on the 6th anchored in two 
fathom and a half water. The 7th, foe captain named 
the mouth of this found Sharks Bay, lying in 2 ^ deg. 
fouth latitude. The land here is pretty high, the foil 
is fand. Which, by foe fea-fide, produces a large kind 
of famphire, that Dears a white flower ; and farther up, 
there is a fort of grafs, growing in tufts as big as a 
bufliel, interfperfed with heath much like Bagfhot heath. 
Here is a variety of trees and flirubs ; but none above 
ten feet high, and about a yard in circumference. The 
leaves of thefo trees were whitifli on one fide, and green 
on foe other. Mofl of thefe trees and fhrubs, had, at 
this time, either bloflbms or berries on them. The 
bloflbms were of divers colours, but chiefly blue, fmel- 
ing fweet. They faw no land fowls, but eagles, of foe 
larger kind; tho’ there were five or fix forts of the fmal- 
ler birds, thelaroefl of which were no big^tfoan larks, 
and fome fmalfas wrens, all finging. ^The landani- 
mals they faw here, were only a fort of maccroons, and 
guanas, which laft differed very remarkably from thofe 
in the Wefl Indies, having a more frightful head, and 
no tail; and at the rump, where the tail ihould be, 
there appeared fomething like a head, which would 
make a common fpedator imagine the creature had 
two heads. They are fpeclded like toads, with black 
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and yellow, and have fcales like crocodiles. They arc 
very flow, and when you come near them will not 
move, but hifs, and the body when opened has an un*- 
favory fmell. I’he fea fifli they faw here, were chiefly 
Iharks ; tho* there are (kates, thornbacks, &c. and 
fome green turtle weighing 200 lb. of thefe they caught 
two, which ferved the fliip’s company two days, and 
were tolerable good meat. Of the fliarks they caught 
a great many, whidi, as things then flood, the men 
looked upon to be good entertainment. Having an¬ 
chored at three feveral places in this bay, they moved 
to the wcfl fide of it on the 7th of Auguft, in fearch of 
frefli water, but finding none, they got fome wood for 
fuel, and fleered eafl. The 2ifl, at noon, bearing S. E. 
by E. the land appeared like a cape ; but anchoring 
.about five leagues from the bluff-point, they found it 
to be the e.ifl end of an ifle fix leagues long, and one 
broad, lying in 20 deg. 21 min. where they went aftiore, 
and found two or three fhrubs like rofemary, and for 
this reafon, they called it Rofemary Ifland. They 
here alfo found two forts of grain like beans, one 
growing on bufhes, the other on a fort of vine. The 
23d, they ran out again, and faw no lafid till the 30th, 
when, being in 18 deg. 21 min. they faw a great fmoke, 
fleered towards it, and came to an anchor at four in 
the afternoon, three leagues and a half from the ihore, 
where they obferved a fmall eclipfe of. the moon about 
two hours after fun-fet that night. The 3 ifl, early in 
the morning, the captain with ten men went afliore, 
all armed with piftols and cudafles, carrying picaxes 
and Ihovels to dig wells. Coming near the Ihore, they 
faw three black tall men on a fandy bay a head of them; 
who, on their rowing in, went away. When they 
landed, they ordered the boat, with two men in her^ 
to lie at anchor a little from the Ihore, while they pur- 
fued the black men, who were got a quarter of a mile 
from them, to the top of a hill, joined by eight or nine 
more. . When they reached the top of the little hill, 
they difcovered a plain about half a mile off, wherein 
flood feveral things, appearing at a diflance like hay- 
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(lacks; but found tnt n tf be rocks. Here they fearched 
about for frelh waie*, but could find none, nor houfe, 
nor people ; fo they returned to the place where they 
landed, and dug for water. While they were at work, 
nine or ten of the natives came to the top of a rifing 
ground near them, making a great noife, and threaten¬ 
ing them. At length, one of them came forward, 
and the reft followed at a diftance ; but when the fore- 
moll got within fifty yards of them, he ran away again. 
Now the captain taking only two men with him, went 
along the fea fide, when twelve of the natives appeared 
at a diftance, and on feeing only three going away 
from the reft, followed them at fome diftance, while the 
captain with his two men hid themfelves behind the 
bend of a fand bank, not doubting but the natives 
would endeavour to feize them, being three times 
their number, accordingly the black men, well know¬ 
ing they were thereabouts, began to difperfe. The 
captain having before obferved that they could eafily 
out run thefe people, fent a nimble young man after 
them. They ran before him at firft, but when he came 
up, they faced abot\t and fought him. The captain 
fearing how it might be with the young man, ran to 
the top of the hill, and faw him clofely engaged with 
them. Hereupon, he difeharged his gun m order to 
fcare them ; but they defpifed the noife, tofing up their 
hands, and crying pooh, pooh ! then coniing forward, 
threw a lance, which he narrowly efcaped. He now 
thought it high time to charge again, and ftioot one 
of them, which he did, the reft feeing him fall made 
a (land, and the young man got away to him, having 
been ftruck thro’ the cheek with one of th|sir lances; 
but he foon recovered the wound. Captain Dampier 
with his two men now returned to the reft, and feeing 
they had dug nine feet, yet could find no water; they 
all returned aboard on the 2d of September. ^ 

Having fpent about five weeks ranging ofF-and^on 
the coaft of New Holland, and the men being greatly 
afilifled with the feurvy, they failed for the ifland 
of Timor on the 8th, and had fight of if, the 14th in 
CLa the 
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the evening. On the 21 ft, in the morning, being very 
near the ifland, they faw a large opening, which from 
eaft to weft feemed five leagues broad. Into this they 
entered, founding as they went, and at laft anchored 
in nine fathom wa.er, about a league from ihore. This 
appeared to them as an inlet into the iiland of Timor ; 
but they found it was a paft'age between that and ano¬ 
ther ifland, called Anamabao; fo they ftood over, and 
ran the fhip under the Timor fide of the opening, an¬ 
choring in 29 fathom half a mile from the ihore. Not 
long after they faw a ftoop coming about a point of the 
ifland to north eaft, which they found belonged to a 
Dutch fort in Timor, called Concordia j in which was 
the governor with forty foldiers. He told the men 
whom the captain fent to him in the boat, that he was 
furprifed at their coming that way; neidier did hefeem 
willing they fhould come near the fort for water. Hu 
alfo faid the natives would kill them if they went aihore, 
and that he took them for pirates. Captain Dampier 
was not in the leaft difeouraged at this news; but thu 
next morning he weighed, and ftood towards the fort* 
On the 23d he lent his clerk aftimre in his own pm-* 
nace tt) the governor, to fatisfy him they were Englifh- 
men, and in the king*8 ftiip, and that*the captain de^^ 
fired to fpeak with him. Af^r feme deliberation, ike 
governor confented that he fhould come afhore, and 
fent his lieu^nant, widi three merchants, and about 
100 natives, to receive him; the clerk acquainted 
him that we wanted water, the governor faid we fhould 
have fome, if we would fend our empty cafks in a boat, 
and anchor before the fort, while he ordered fome 
flaves to fill them; but that none of our men fhould 
come afhore. In the afternoon the captain ordered 
the boat to be fent, as he had chre^ed, with an officer, 
and a prefent of fome EnglHh beer, which the govenor 
refufed to accept, but fent off about a ton of water. - 
Odober 6, they failed from this place, and came 
to a Portuguefe fettlement on the 12th, where they were 
kindly entertained. Afterwards they ftood round again 
for tie fbtt of Concordia, from whence the governor 
^ fent 
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fent a civil meflage to captain Dampier, and invited 
him a»liore to dinner. He accordingly went, and there 
found great plenty of very good viduals well dreffed, 
and ferved up in filver and China difhes and plates, 
on a white linen table cloth. 

The ill and of Timor is feventy leagues long, and 
iixteen broad. It has no navigable river, nor any har¬ 
bours, but a pretty even fhore with fandy bays, and 
low land for four miles up the country. At the fouth 
weft end of Timor lies Anamabao, about ten leagues 
long, and four broad. The Dutch fort called Con¬ 
cordia, is fituated on a folid rock, clofe by the fea; 
on the eaft fide of it, is a fmall river of frefti water, 
over which, near the entrance of the fort, is a boarded 
bridge, and within the walls is a neat little chapel. 
The natives are of a middle ftature, ftrait-bodied, 
fmall limbed, longvifaged, hair lanlc and black, and 
their fkin tawny. Their houfes are mean, and they 
wear only a cloth about their middle , tho* fome have 
frontlets of mother of pearl, or thin pieces of gold or 
filver, made of an oval form about the bighels of a 
crown piece, curioufly notched round the edges, five 
of which placed one by another, a little above the eye¬ 
brows, making a fuificient guard and ornament. Thefe 
are fo thin, and fo artificially placed upon their fore¬ 
heads, that they feem riveted thereon; and indeed the 
pearl oyfter-ftiells make a more fplendid Ihew than the 
gold or filver, They take as many wives as they can 
maintain, and as for re’igion, they have none. The 
country, take it altogether, is rich and fruitful. They 
have plenty of fruit-trees, and abundance of timber. 
The woods fwarm with bees, which make vaft quan¬ 
tities of Honey and wax. In their plantations they 
have Indian corn, and rice. They have wild and tame 
beafts innumerable, and fowls in great plenty. The 
mountains and brooks afford a good deal of gold, they 
have alfo much copper. The fea is well ftocked with 
fifti, among which the oyftercrackers are moft remark¬ 
able. They feed on ftie^ll fifh, having two thick hard 
bones in their throat, with wMch they break to pieces 
0^3 fuch 
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fuch fhell fifh as they feed on. As for fhell fi(h they 
have oyfters of three forts; fome of which are fo large, 
that four of them will ferve a meal, they being very 
fat and fweet. ‘The cockles are as big as a man’s head, 
and very good: befides thefe, they have crayhfli, 
flirimps, &c. They failed from Timor December 12. 

January 14, 1700, they faw fmoke from fome iflands 
to the weft of them, and about feven in the afternoon 
came to an anchor in 35 fathom water, two leagues 
from a pretty large ill and. In the morning they weigh¬ 
ed, and ran within a mile of the (hore. The next day. 
In the evening, feveral canoes came on board with roots 
and fruits, which they bought. This ifland has no 
name in our draughts, but the natives call it Pulo Sa- 
buda, and it is about 3 leagues long, and 2 miles wide, 
of a good height, and may be feen 12 leagues. This 
ifland affords good fruits, and fome land fowl,* there 
are pigeons alfo, and large fky-coloured birds unknown 
to us. The inhabitants of this ifland differ but little 
front the Mindanayans. They are very poor, wear 
no cloths, but have a clout about their middle They 
continued here till the 20th, having laid in ftore 
of fuch roots and fruits as the ifland afforded . February 
4, they found themfelves off the north weft Cape of 
New Guiney, which is by the Dutch called Cape Malo. 
The fame evening they anchored near a very pleafant 
ifland, 2 leagues in length, the country high and exceed¬ 
ingly well covered with wood. On this ifland Capt. Dam- 
pier went afliore the next morning, drank his majefty’s 
health, and called it king William’s ifland. On the 
14th they found themfelves 6 leagues from the conti¬ 
nent of New Guiney, which appeared very high, and 
faw two headlands, about twenty leagues diftant from 
each other, lying eaft and weft, the laft of which is 
called the Cape of Good Hope. Here the variation 
of the compafs was 4 deg. to the eaft. On the i ^th 
they faw an uninhabited ifland, to which they gave the 
name of Providence, which lies at no great diftance 
from another fmall ifland mentioned in the Dutch charts 
by the name of William Schovten’s ifland. 

On 
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On the 16th they croffed the line, and found the 
variation 6 deg. 26 rain, to thecaft, and in a few days it 
increafed to 9 deg. , 25th ^hcy faw ahifland to the 
fouth about 15 leagues diftant, fueling it to be that 
which the Dutch call WiQiart’s Ifland, but finding it 
another place, captain Dampier gave it the name of 
Matthias, being that faint’s day when they came up 
with it. This ifland is pretty low, and covered witn 
wood; the trees are green, large and tall, as thick as 
they can ftand one by another; the length of it is about 
three leagues; at the S. W. point is another fmall 
woody ifland, a mile round, and about a mile diftant 
near a riff of rocks, which he called Squally ifland, on 
account of the tempeftuous weather. In order to rid 
themfelvcs Of the dangers they continually ejtperienced 
in fleering among thefe iflands, they now refolved to 
bear away for the continent of New Gainey, which td 
them appeared high and mountainous; tho’ adorned 
with flouriftiing trees. The many large plantations on 
the (ides of the hills, and pieces of cleared land, con¬ 
vinced them of Its being well inhabited. They were 
very dclirous of entering into commerce with thefe peo¬ 
ple, who lay round them in their proes, but they would 
not come near enough to receive any thing from them: 
therefore, they firfl threw out a knife faflened to a piece 
of board, and a glafs bottle corked, with fome beads 
in it, which they took up, and feemed well pleafed* 
The next day they failed out of this bay, and gotdofe 
to a great ifland, where they faw men in a bay, out of 
which came three canoes labouring hard to overtake 
them, but could not. However, about eight at night 
there came a canoe clofe by, and feeing no more, they 
fuffered her to come aboard. She had in her three 
men who brought off five cocoa nuts, for which they 
gave each of them a knife and a flring of beads, to en¬ 
courage them to come off again in the morning. * 
March j, being about 5 leagues to leeward of the 
great ifland, they faw the main land a-head. The next 
day they had a pleafant gale, which brought them un¬ 
der a high ifland, foil orplantations oiv theiides of tlfo 
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mountains, and on the (hores of its bays. This ifle lies 
in 3 deg. 25 min. fbuth latitude, and on the S. 
part of it are three or four more fmall woody iflands. 
On the north there is another higher and fomewhac 
larger than the great illand aboVe mentioned, which,, 
in the Dutch draughts is called Anthony Cave’s Ifland, 
As foon as they drew near Cave’s Ifland, fome canoes 
came about them, and made ligns for them to come a- 
ihore. They endeavoured to anchor, but found no 

t round within a mile of the fliore. Tlie current tow 
riving to the low ifland, they were followed by a 
canoe from Cave’s ifland ; and each of the men in it 
had a knife, a looking-glafs, and a flring of beads« 
They then intimated that more cocoa nuts would be very 
acceptable, which inftantly produced three from their 
boat. They next fliewed them nutmegs, and the In¬ 
dians, by figns, let them know that fuch grew on that 
ifland. They fliewed them gold dull alfo, which thefe 
flrangers knew, and cried out, Manned! Manned! 
pointing to the land. Soon after they were gone, two 
more canoes came from the Jow ifland to invite them 
thither. The people were black, well fliaped, lufty 
and tall, with frizzled hair; made the fame figns of 
friendlhip, and feemed to fpeak the fame language as 
the other. They foon after faw another ifland, called 
in the Dutch maps St. John’s ifland; and from hence 
a headland, near which they faw neither fmoke nor 
plantations; and as no Dutch charts give any account 
of^this coafl: for ten leagues, they called it Cape St. 
George; and the bay formed by the mountain St. 
George’s bay. The next morning they faw a burning 
mountain up in the country. The day after they pafs- 
cd by the S. W. Cape of this bay, and coming a-breaft 
of it, captain Dampier called his officers, and named it 
Orford bay, in honour of his patron Edward Kuffel earl 
of Orford. 

March 14, they faw a point which ran pretty far out 
into the fea, and a bay within, where they were in 
hopes of frelh water, and other provifions. Here they 
got feven or eight tons of water this day, and the neitt 
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filled all their calks. The 18th fome men went afhore 
to cut wood, ^d returned with two boats full the fame 
day. Soon after the captain fent more men with fome 
officers affiore, to fearch for goats and hogs; of the 
latter they (hot and brought away nine, in about an 
hour’s time, defiring to make another trip before night; 
to which the captain confented, and they retifrned, to¬ 
wards the clofe of the evening, with eight more, and a 
Htde pig alive. The next morning both the boats went 
again affiore for more provifions; but the natives had 
in the night carried every thing of that kind away, and 
^e men found nothing but nets and images, whi^ two 
of them brought off in a canoe. In the afternoon the 
captain fent the canoe to the place from whence they 
brought ho*, and in her two axes, two hatchets,fix knives, 
fix looking'glafies, a large bunch of beads, and fomr 
glafs bottles. They drew the canoe afhore, and plac¬ 
ing the thihgs to the befi advantage in her, came off hi 
the pinnace, ^ing now well fficKked with wood and 
water, and good fioro of hogs, they reiblved to fail the 
next mopmng. This place th^ named Port MoaOtagae, 
in honour of the captain’s noble patron. They foiled 
from hence die lad of Mardi; and, cm the 24th, about 
ten o'ck>ck in the evening, atN. W. by W. there ap¬ 
peared a large piHar of foe, Ihoodng gradually for font 
mkrutes, fomeumes fcarce vifible, then rifing again, 
and blazing as beforew They concluded k was fome 
volcano, andtteeredfor it accordingly. The 25th they 
came within 3 leagues of die ifiand, nirherein was this 
burning mpnntain, about two leagues from the conti¬ 
nent, and there was a good channel to pafs between 
them ; but they kept nearer the main than the ifland^ 
which vomited out fire and foioke all night, and at 
each explofion; they heard a dreadful notfe, like ritnn- 
der, which was repeated every half minute. Thk 
volcano lies in 5. deg. 3 3 min* fouth latitude^ The eaft 
part of New Giiiney lies four miles to the weft of this 
tra^l of land, and tho’ in raoft charts they are laid 
down contiguous, ffiey found a large paffoge betwefen 
them, callmg the N. E» promotory of New Guiney 
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king William’s Cape; and when they had perfeftly 
difcovered the ifland, they called it Nova Britannia. 
It lies in 6 deg. 30 min. fouth latitude. Here alfo they 
difcovered another illand, about 12 leagues in length, 
which they called Sir George Rooke’s ifland; and ^on 
after another, which they called Crown Ifland; to the 
N. W. of this they faw one flill larger, and called it" 
Sir Robert Rich’s Ifle. 

April 26 they faw the ifland of Ceram, then made 
the ifland of Bouro, where they met with a Chinefe 
veiTel. On the 14th, they difcovered the ifland Mtfa* 
comby, on the wefl of which lies Pintare, and imagin¬ 
ing there might be a paflage between this lafl ifland and 
Laubana they lay by till morning. About ten o’clock 
they faw the opening, and by the help of a good tide 
got thro’ before night, continuing their courfe for 
Timor, and got fight of it on the 18th of May. June 23, 
they faw the Streights of Sunda, and towards the latter 
end of the fame month arrived fafe at Batavia; where 
they ftaid above three months, and repaired the fhipw 
Odober 17, they left Batavia, and arrived at the 
Cape of Good Hope December 30. 

January ii, 1701, they departed from the Cape, 
and about the end of the month faw abundance of 
weeds, or blubber fwim by them, but could not tell 
which. It was all of the fame fliape and colour, and feem- 
ed to be about the breadth of a man’s hand, fpread 
round with branches, with a little knob in the middle, 
about the bignefs of the end of a man’s thumb. They 
were of a dulky colour, an& as they fwani in the water 
looked like jelly, February 2, they anchored in the 
road of St. Helena. On the 21ft, they made the ifle of 
Afcenfion, and anchored the next morning at the north 
point of a bay, at the diftance of two nules, to flop a 
leak, which the fliiphad fprung; but finding it imprac¬ 
ticable, with the help of a good breeze, they ran into 
feven fathom water, and carrying a fmall anchor aftiore, 
they warped her into three fathom and a half; where 
having faflened her, they made a raft to carry the 
chefts, bedding, &c. off, and before eight at night got 
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Inoft of them aftiore. Next morning the captain or¬ 
dered the fails to be unbent, to make tents, and with 
the other officers went himfelf afhore. They had fent 
before a puncheon, and a 36 gallon calk of water, 
with a bag of rice afhore, for their common ufe \ but 
great part of it was ftolen; and many of captain Dam- 
pier’s books and papers were taken away and lod. On 
the 26th, to their great comfort, they found a fpring 
of frefh water, about eight miles from their tents, be¬ 
hind a very high mountain, over which they were ob¬ 
liged to pafs. Now, having very good turtle by their 
tents, and good water for fetching, they were by God’s 
providence, put into a condition of fublilling for fome 
time. Next day the captain, with his officers, went 
to fee the watering-place, and were forced to lie by the 
way all night. In the morning early they got thither, 
and found a very fine fpring, iffuing out of the fide of 
a mountain ; but obferved mat it was very unwholfome 
living by it, on account of the continual fogs, that 
hovered over the high mountain, which make it fo ex^ 
ceffive cold. However, they found near this place, a 
convenient fiielter for the men in any weather ; this 
was a hollow rock, and many of them repaired thi¬ 
ther. About two miles S. W, from the fpring, they 
found four Ihrub-trees; on one of thefe, was cut an 
anchor and cable, with the date of the year, viz 1642, 
The goats, land-crabs, men of war birds and boobies, 
which are here in great plenty, afforded them good 
food, and the air proved exceeding wholefome. April 3, 
four fail of fhips appeared, making towards the ifland. 
They proved to be his majefty’s fhips the Anglefea, 
Haftings, and Lizard; with the Canterbury Eaft 
Indiaman. The captain, and 45 of his crew, embark¬ 
ed on board the Anglefea: The reft were difiributed 
betwixt the other two men of war. 

After this happy deliverance, they failed hence 
March 8, and arrived at Barbadoes onr the 8th of May 
following. Captain Dampier, in order to vindicate his 
charader, which he well knew would be impeached by 
the unlucky accident which had befallen him, took the 
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firft oppwtiimty of returning to England, and embarked 
on board the Canterbury. In this pafiage he met with 

nothing material. - The only remark we fhali make 

on this voyage, is, that tho’ the gentleman was unfor* 
tunate, yet, may his difcoverics be of ufe to the world; 
and thofe who are proper judges of fuch perfornjances, 
muft allow, that herein many diings are delivered, new 
in themfelves, capable of offording great inllradlicm to 
fuch as meditate future difcoverics* and which, in Qther 
repe£ls, may be of great utility to the prcfent age, and 
to pofterity. Again, this voyage is not only a proper 
fupplement to the former, but alfo a fuflicient voucher 
for the truth of many paflages therein inferted, fince 
captain Dampier, verified to the officers, and company; 
in this enterprize, the difcoverics which he intended; 
and infilled to have made when lafi at fca, and this 
tellimony of his veracity ought to give a fanftion to 
what Hill refis upon his fing^e authority* 


C H'A P. XVII. 

Captain JVtlUgm FunneWs voyage round the globe^ as 
mate to captain tVilliam Dampier, 

T his exp^tion was undertaken in the beginning 
of the reign of queen Anne, when the Spaniards 
on a fudden, from being our favourite allies, became 
our enemies, on their creating the duke of Anjou, 
grandfon to Lewis XIV. their king. ^This occafioned 
our merchants to imagine, that a very beneficial voyage 
might be made in thofe parts, where the Bucaniers had 
performed fuch vail exploits with fmall Ihips, very 
ill provided, and entered chearfully on the chargee 
neceflary for that undertaking. For this purpofe they 
firft fitted out two ihips of 26 guns, and 120 men 
each, to cruife in the South Seas. Oneof thefe was called 
the St. George, captain Dampier commander, in which 
/was Mr, William Funnelli the othet was named the 
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Fame, John Pulling captain. They both had com- 
xnifilons from his royal highnefs prince George of Den¬ 
mark, then lord high admiral, to proceed againll the 
French and Spaniards, on the terms of no purchafe no 
pay: but a difference ariling in the Downs between 
the two captains ; Pulling went away with the Fame, 
among the Canary iflands, and they never fet eyes 
of him afterwards. However, before they left Ireland 
another fhip was fent after them, called the Cinque- 
Ports Galley, of 90 tons, and 63 men, Charles Picker¬ 
ing commander. To the forementioned defertion the 
misfortunes which attended the voyage were intirely 
owing. How careful therefore ought all focieties of 
merchants to be, that enter upon fuch enterprizes, 
never to join difcordant tempers I and it Ihouldj in all 
thefe cafes, be laid down as a fundamental maxim, that 
the general good is always to be purfued, and the ad¬ 
vantage of individuals will neceflarily follow. 

The principal defign of this undertaking, according 
to Mr. Funnell, was, to go to the river Plata, quite 
down to Buenos Ayres, where, as Mr. Dampier afferted, 
two or three Spanifh galleons might be eafily taken ; 
and if they there got 600,0001. to return; but if they 
happened to mifcarry, to cruife upon the coaft of 
Peru, for the Baldivia (hips, which bring gold to Lima; 
and if that proje6l failed, to go where captain Dampier 
thought proper ; tho’, after this, by orders, they were 
to go upon the coaft of Mexico, to look for the Ma¬ 
nilla fhip, which was reported to be worth fourteen 
millions of pieces of eight. The reafon they did not 
proceed to Buenos. Ayres, was, becaufe on their ar¬ 
rival at Madeira, which ifland they reached September 
25, they were informed thefe galleons had arrived at 
Teneriff before; fo they did not anchor here, but 
ftood ofF-and'On, for the boats which were fent afhore 
to bring neceflaries aboard. This ifland lies in 32 
deg. 20 min. north latitude, and from London 18 deg. 
(j min. weft longitude, by their obfervation. They de¬ 
parted September 28, and, on the 30th, faw Palma and 
Faro, two of the weftermoft Hlands of the Canaries; 
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being in the whole feven, and fo called from Canaria, 
the chief; then made the bed of their way for the Cape 
de Verde iflands. May 6, they had fight of the ifland 
of Mayo, lying in 15 deg. 10 min. north latitude, but 
could not get thf ir boats afhore for fait. Odlober 7, 
they dood away for St. Jago, and came to an anchor, at 
noon, in Prior bay. Tho’ this is efteemed the moft 
plentiful of all the Cape de Verde iflands, and there is 
good water, yet it is very troublefome fetching, and 
wood is dear. - 

The natives were formerly Portuguefe, tranfported 
for theft, and other infampus crimes ; but now are 
chiefly black, by reafon of their converfe with the 
women flaves, which are Guiney negroes. But tho’ 
their comple;iion is altered, they retain their vices, 
thieving being their foie ftudy. They will take your 
hat from your head at noon day, in the midft of com¬ 
pany ; and if you permit them to take off your good*, 
before you have theirs in exchange, they are certainly 
loft. Here the captain and lirft lieutenant having fome 
words, the latter was turned afhore, with his cheft, 
deaths, and fervant, forely againft his will. 

November z, they pafled the equator, and faw abun¬ 
dance of flying £fh. On the 8th they found the varia¬ 
tion 5 deg. 20 min. eafterly, and the latitude 10 de¬ 
grees 20 min. fouth from the ifleof St. Jago. The 
Joiuh winds blow here in gufts ; ’tis fafeft therefore, 
to lay the bell anchor to the fouth, and all are little 
enough fometimes. The iflands produce nothing but 
.wood ; but have a vaft many of that kind of fea fowl, 
which the failors call boobies, upon them. The booby 
is much about the fize of a duck, of which fome are 
white, others grey ; they have a web foot, and feed 
upon flying filh. If they are not well falted be¬ 
fore you eat them, they are apt to caufe ficknefs. 
When they are tired with flying, if you hold out your 
hand they will come and fit upon it, from whence, 
pofiibly, they have their n^me. November 24, they 
anchored at the Ifle le Grand which is 9 leagues round, 
in 23 deg. 30 min, fouth latitude. Here are feveral 
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fprings of good water. The foil is black ; and in it 
are jackals, lions, tygers, &c. which make a hideous 
noife in the night; there are alfo feveral Indian fruits; 
rum and fugar, but very dear, on account of fupply- 
ing the town of St. Paul’s with them ; near which, it 
is laid, is a gold mine, the richeft hitherto known. Hep 
our new firft lieutenant, with eight men, left the (hip, on 
.having fome words with the captain. Here alfo Mr. 
Charles Pickering, commander of the Cinque-Ports, 
died ; and his lieutenant, Mr. Thomas Stradling fuc-' 
ceeded him. Here are various forts of hfli, particularly 
the filver-filh, which is about twenty inches long, and 
has five fmall fins on the hinder part of his head, and 
a large one, reaching from them to the tail; one on 
each fide of the gills, and anotlusr reaching from the 
bottom of his belly to the tail, in form of a half-moon. 
December 29, as they failed by the iflands of Sebaldt 
de Weert, a very remarkable bird, about the bignefs 
of a duck, came off towards them : it is of a fine 
white colour, the bill yellow, above and below which 
are long grey hairs, like whifkers, and inflead of fea¬ 
thers, at the bottom of the eye lids, he has llioft, ft.fF, 
black hairs, 

January 4, 1704, they fleered for the South Seas % 
and on the 4th of February faw the ifle of Moucha. 
On the 5th, they found the variation to be 7 deg, 
20 min. eaft. The 7th, they had fight of the ifland 
Juan Fernandez, and anchored there on the 10th, the 
variation being 6 deg, 5 min. eaft. Here they wooded, 
watered, heeled, and refitted their Ihips, which coft 
them fome time. February 29, they faw a fail, flipped 
their cables, and made the beft of their way after her; 
and about eleven at night came up clofe to her, but 
did not engage till next -morning at fun rife, which was 
March i. I'hey fought her very hard for feven hours, 
when a frefti gale fpringing up, fhe fheered off. She 
proved a French fhip of 400 tons, and 30 guns, well 
manned. The Cinque-ports fired ten or twelve guns, 
then fell a-ftern, and never came up again during the 
engagement. Confidering it would be dangerous to lee 
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her go, they were defirous to have another trial, being 
iure Ihe would difcover them to the Spaniards; but 
captain Dampier was againft it: fo they agreed to re¬ 
turn to Juan Fernandez to get their anchor and long 
boats, feveral tons of water, and a ton of oil, which 
they had left there, with five of captain Stradling’s men 
and a great many flores. However, after fome con- 
fultation, the two captain's thought it not convenient 
to go in j but to make the beft of their way for the coaft 
of Peru. March 11, they fell in with it, and on the 14th 
pafTed the port of Copiapo, near which are four or five 
rocks, and within land it is inhabited by Indians, who 
make good wine; here alfo are faid to be good meat, 
corn, and other necefifaries. In this port they load 
wine, gold, and other goods for Coquimbo. They 
would willingly have gone afiiore, but could not for 
want of the boats which they left at Juan Fernandez. 

Having failed by the three famous ports of Arica, 
Ylo, and Arequipa, March 22, they found themfelves 
off the port of Lima, where they deferied two fail of 
fliips coming into that port. They prcfently gave 
chace, and one of them proved to be the fame they 
fought with off the ifland Juan Fernandez. Having 
had nine men killed, -and feveral wounded in the laft 
difputc with her, the men were very eager to revenge 
themfelves upon her for the lofs of their companions, 
and to prevent her getting into Lima to give the Spa¬ 
niards intelligence ; but captain Dampier did not 
think it advifeable; which proceeding gave great offence 
to mod of'his crew; and bad confequences would cer- ' 
tainly have followed, if they had not in a few days after 
taken two very confiderable prizes; one of 150, the 
other of 200 tons, out of which diey took what they 
thought neceffary, and then difmiffed them. On the 
1 ith, they took, as if (he had been fent on purpofe for 
their fervice, a bark of 50 tons, laden with plank and 
cordage, in fight of the ifland Gallo, towards which 
they fteered. This ifland lies in 2 deg. 45 min. weft 
latitude,, is two leagues in length, one broad, and five 
from the main land. When you are at the fouth, it 
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appears like tliree hammocks, which look like three 
iilands at a diftaiice, but from the N. W. it looks 
much like a fliip under fail. Here they anchored, a- 
bout two cables length from the ftiore, at the N. W. 
part. In this ifland are fome wild monkies, abund¬ 
ance of lizards, and a large kind, called the lion-lizard; 
one of which they mealured, that was from the head 
to the end of the tail 3 feet 11 inches, and about as 
thick as a man's arm. He has a comb on the head, like 
a helmet or head piece, to defend it. When he is at¬ 
tacked, he fets this comb an end. He has very large 
eyes, a large mouth, and many (harp, fmall teeth, full 
of black, yellow, and blue fpots. After flaying here 
£ve days, juft as they were about to get up their an¬ 
chors, they faw a fhip ftanding in for the ifland, which, 
when fhe drew near, they went out and took She was 
about 50 tons, and commanded by a Meftizo. On 
board her was a Guernfey man, whom the Spaniards 
took cutting logwood at Campeachy. When they failed 
from Gallo, they refolved to attack the town of Santa 
Maria immediately^; but the enemy, having early in¬ 
telligence, laid ambufeades, and killed abundance of 
their men; this made them fick of their attends afhore, 

; fo they all came on board ; where new difnculties a- 
rofe for the want of provifions, and five green plan¬ 
tains boiled, were all that could be fpared for fix men. 
In this diftrefs, they faw a fail about 12 o'clock at night, 
which came to anchor pretty near them. They foon got 
up their anchor and took her. She, tp their great com¬ 
fort, proved a fhip of 250 tons, deeply laden with 
flour, fugar, brandy, wine, and jo tons of marmalade 
of quinces, a confiderable quantity of fait, linen and 
woollen cloth, &c. Our au^or was put on board the 
prize on behalf of captain Dampier, and the mafter of 
the Cinque-ports, on behalf of captain Stradling. They 
carried the prize into the bay of Panama, and on the 
14th anchored under the ifland of Tobago. Here the 
two captains difagreed, and parted. 

June 7, captain Dampicr’s crew faw a fail, gave 
chace, and took her j fhe was of 100 tons, came ftom 
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Truxillo, and was bound to Panama, laden with Hour, 
fngar, and brandy, with fome bales of wrought filks. 
They took a packet out of her, from the captain of the 
French Ihip, with whom we engaged off the ifland of 
Juan Fernandez; diredled to the governor of Panama, 
in which was the account following. “ I fought tvfo 
“ Englifti privateers near the ifland Juan Fernandez; 
** the fmalleft fired but eight guns, and then fell a- 
ftern, as he believed, for want of wind, but the large 
one, meaning captain Dampier, fought me broad- 
fide and broadflde for fix hours or more, and kilted 
** me a great many men; on coming to Lima I fent 36 
of my men afliore, each of whom, had loft either a 
•* leg, arm, or an eye, and it was a great chance they 
did not take me, for at parting we had given our- 
“ felves up for loft, having not men enow left to defend 
ourfelves.” By other letters, they found that thefe two 
Frenchmen had at fea met with a boat, in which were 
an Englifliman and a dog, this boat belonged to captain 
Stradling, and got loofe from him, as he chaced the 
French Ihip; they were hereby alfo further informed, 
that the French (hips had taken up the anchor, cables, 
longboat, and all captain Stradlmg's ftores, with his 
five men, and a negroe boy that were left there. They 
likewife had advice, that the Spaniards had fitted out 
two men of war, one of 36 brafs guns 24 pounders, 
the other of 36 and the fame fize, to take them. Thefe 
fhips carried 250 feamen, and 150 foldiers, and were 
cruifing for them about the point of St. Helena, and 
between the bay of Guiaquil and cape Blanco: fo they 
were forced to make off with their prize, and anchor 
in Sardinas bay. 

This bay, on the fea fide, hath 14 or 15 broken 
pieces of ground of a whitifh colour; at the north of 
them is the bay, wherein they careened their fhips, 
romaged the prize, and watered at a frefli water river, 
the water of which was as white as milk, and tailed 
very ftrong of mufk ; caufed by the number of Aliga- 
' tors that fwim in it. They faw many of ’em, and Ihot 
feveral^^ one in particular meafured 30 feet long, and 
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was as big about as a bullock. This creature is fcaled 
from head to tail, has a fet of large iharp teeth, with 
long claws on his feet, and lives by, land as well as 
water. When they lie on land, they look like a great 
tree fallen down, run a great pace, and are fo ibrong, 
as to take a horfe or cow, carry it to the water, and 
there devour it. The Indians are not. much afraid of 
them, either on land, or in water. On land, they run 
in a circle, and the unweildy mpnfter, cannot turn his 
body fo quick. They go like wife into the water to 
feek them, with a piece of iron like a harpoon at both 
ends, and another piece of iron a^crofs. They hold 
this in the middle, and when the alligators put their 
heads out of the water to bite, they hold out to them 
this piece of iron, which fallens in their mouth, and 
holds it open like a gag. They are of the oviparous 
kind, and the females lay loo eggs at a time, about 
the bignefs of a goofe's. June 21, they faw a fail, and 
next day came up with her. She proved the Spanifh 
xnan of war of 32 guns, which they fought fron) 12 till 
night; when, contrary to their expectations, Ihc made 
off. They now made for Tacames, defigning to 
leave the coaft of Peru; having weathered point Gallera, 
they anchored in that bay, and fent a boat on Ihorc, 
which brought word they had met with an Indian village, 
containing 50 houfes; but the inhabitants were Hra, 
and had left nothing behind them. About feven 
leagues to the north, is the bay of St. Mattheo, about 
which the land lies very high; and two leagues up 
the river, are feveral villages inhabited by Indians, who, 
when the Spaniards come hither, furnilh them with 
cocoas, plantains, bananas, and other fruits. For the 
reader's information, it may not be improper to give a 
defcripdon of the two latter in this place, the cocoas 
having been before defcribed. The plantain-tree is a- 
bout 14 feet high, and ff>ur round, the leaves about 
nine inches long, and two broad; the fruic grows at 
the bottom of the leaf, upon a great ilalk in a cod, 8 
inches long, of a fine yellow colour, often fpeckled 
with red. This being wen off, the iniide is white; 
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bat the plantain itfelf is yellow as butter, and foft as a 
ripe pear; there grow fifty or fixty fometimes on a 
ftalk, and five or fix (talks upon a tree. They are very 

f ood food, and there are plenty of them both in the 
aft and Weft Indies. The banana tree is much the 
fame, only the fruit is not folong as the plantain, they 
being about eight, and the banana not above fix inches 
long; the fruit is extraordinary fweet and good. July 31, 
they left the bay of I'acames, and carried with them 
a little prize, which they called the dragon, intending 
not to touch any where till they came to the gulph of 
Nicoya. Auguft 16, they anchored near fome iflands, 
called by the Spaniards the Middle Iflands. Here cap- 
tain Dampier and the carpenter went alhore in our little 
prize, which we called the Dragon, up the river Chan- 
gel, and found two canoes haled on land, brought them 
away and caught eight turtles, which they fed upon 
during the time they were abfent; and brought word 
they had found out a fecure place at the ifland of St. 
Lucas to careen our (hip. In the meail time the chief 
mate was fentin the Dragon, with 25 armed men, on 
a cruize; when, after (ix days, he returned with a 
Spanifh bark of about 40 tons, in which were a few 
jars of brandy, fome wine, and fugar. They took out 
of her powder, (hot, and other ammunition, with two 
quarter-deck guns, September 2, Mr. Clipperton, our 
chief mate, and captain Dampier, quarrelled, the former 
hereupon drew away 21 of his men, made himfelf ma¬ 
tter of the bark,in which was lodged all their ammunition, 
with the beft part of their provifions while the (hip was 
repairing , then got up his anchor, and went without 
the iflands, fending word, he would put alhore the 
(hot, powder, and other ammunition, in an Indian houfe, 
which he accordingly did, and they fent the canoes to 
fetch it on board. 

Thefe iflands are very pleafant and fruitful, abound¬ 
ing with fiih, amphibious creatures, and various kinds 
of birds ; of the latter the moft remarkable are the mac- 
caw, whofe feathers are of all the colours in the rain¬ 
bow ; the carrion crow, as the people call it, but 
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for what reafon, no one know§, being as big as a fmall 
turkey, and in all refpeds like one; the pelican,- al- 
moft as big as a fwan, its colour whitiih, only the 
tips of the wings are brown, the bill twenty incheg 
long, with a large crop joining to the lower part of it, 
hanging down to the throat, like a bag or fatchel; of 
a largeaefs almoft beyoncTcredit; into which fhe re^ 
ceives her prey of fhell-fifh, there retains them till di- 
gelled, then vomits them up, and picks out the meat. 
As for making a hole in their breall to feed their young 
with their blood, fays our author, I don’t believe it, 
having never faw any fuch thing, tho’ I have feen thou- 
fands both old and young, and have eaten many of them: 
they tafte fifhy, have web feet like ducks, but com-> 
monly rood on rocks, or trees, and always lit with their 
bills to the winds, relting them upon their crop. The 
guana is an amphibious animal, about three feet long, 
very ugly, having great lharp black fcales from the 
£ore part of the head to the tail; a fet of lharp teeth, 
with four large claws on each foot : they commonly 
breed in the roots of old trees, near the water: when 
they are Hewed with a litde Ijpice, they make good pot¬ 
tage, their flelh looks white, and eats well; but 
if not boiled very much, is dangerous; making people 
lick, and often throwix^ them, into a fbver. llere alfo 
is the pearl oyHer, about the bimefs of our common 
oyHer, but moader. The pearl lies in the thickeH 
part: the Spaniards make leveral voyages to Nicoya, 
and to California for them. 

They failed from the Middle iHand September 23, 
and on the 7th of October were in 13 deg. 7 min. north 
latitude, where they faw the volcano of Guatimala, 
which fomedmes throws out Hones as big as a houfe, 
with fuch eruptions of fire, that at the diHance of two 
leagues, in a dark night, they could fee to read a letter. 
On the 9th, they took a bark of 80 tons, commanded 
by captain Chriflian Martin, a Spaniard, born at the 
Canaries, but educated in London. He was fervant 
to captain Eaton, and fpoke good Englifli. At this 
time thek crew confiHed of fixty^four men and boys. 
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all well, and in high fpirits. On the 4th of December 
they came into the bay of Nativity, where they took 
a new Ihip of 60 tons, laden with ammunition and mi¬ 
litary (lores for the Acapulco (hip, for which the whole 
crew longed for as earnedly, as if it was only to fee her, 
and take her. December 6, being off the volcano of 
Colima, they difcovered a fail, and foon came up with 
her, gave her a great many broad-hdes, (he not being 
prepared for them. While they were in this hurry of 
making ready to fight, captain Martin advifed to lay 
heron board, alledging, if they gave her time to get 
out her guns, (he would certainly get the better, and 
fo it happened; for while they were quarrelling about 
the matter, the enemy got out their lower tier of guns, 
and proved two hard for us, infomuch as being much 
damaged, a fignal was made to (land o£F. On this dil'ap- 
pointment the men grew difcontented, and inhtled upon 
going home; fo they went in fearch of a proper place 
to water the (hip and bark, in order to fail for the 
£a(l Indies. January 5, they met with fuch a number 
of albicores, that in an hour they caught hxty, from 
70 to 90 lb. weight. The albicore is about five feet 
long, has eleven fins on his back, a large one near the 
eills, and twelve under his belly. It is a very ilefhy 
nih, having no bones but the back bone, and very de¬ 
licious eating. Hereupon they failed to the gulph of 
Amapalla to water, where they came to an anchor the 
26th. Here a new revolution happened, thirty feven 
of the men, with our author, went aboard the bark ; 
and thirty agreed to (lay with captain Dam pier. On the 
26th, all the provifions that were left were equally di¬ 
vided, and to the bark were afiigned four pieces of can¬ 
non, with a proper proportion of arms and ammunition. 
The next care was water, with this view they landed on 
the ifland of Conchagua, where they found a large plan¬ 
tain walk, cut down a fufficient quantity, and retui ned 
on board the next day. While captain Funnell, with 
his crew, were watering the bark, captain Dumpier 
was bufied in refitting his (hip, when tv/o more of his 
men. weal over to captain Funnel!; fo that Dampier 
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had only 28 men and boys, mod of them land men. 
Febuary i, the bark left Amapalla, and the St. Georg® 
at anchor there; while our author, in his bark of 70 
tons, and but two mafts, without boat, carpenter, or 
do£lor, proceeded to India; and furely a bolder defign, 
all circumftances conlidered, was never attempted by 
fuch a handful of men, which nothing but the dehre 
of feeing their own country again could have fiip- 
ported them under. February 2, they had fine weather, 
and caught abundance of yellow-tails, which came 
fwimming about the veflel. This fifh is about four feet 
long, has 66 fins, a large head, a great eye, and a 
yellow tail, half-mooned, from which they have their 
name. From the 3d to the laft of February they lived 
intirely upon plantains. The beginning of April, they 
were forced to have recourfe to flour, each man having 
only half a pound weighed out for a day’s fubfiftance, 
which was white and fine a few days before, but now 
full of maggots, fpiders, and other vermin. Some little 
occafional aififtances they met with in this tedious courfe, 
fuch as dolphins, boobies, noddies, &c. In this mi- 
ferable condition, they paflTed ten weeks. April 11, 
in the morning, they faw the ifland of Magon, and 
when they came within a mile of it, feveral fiihing- 
boats came to them with figs, eggs, plantains, pota¬ 
toes, &c. the men in the boats were large-limbed, tall, 
and of a fwarthy complexion. Hark naked, with long 
black hair reaching to the middle. This ifland lies in 
13 deg. north latitude. The boats thefe fiftiermen came 
on board in, are forty feet in length, eighteen inches 
broad aloft, and three below; they are very conve¬ 
nient, and fo ingenious, we can build nothing like 
them. May 5, about ten in the morning, they were 
all fenfible of an odoriferous fmell \ upon this they 
began to fearch their charts, imagining they were near 
land, but found none laid down in thefe parts. The 
fame day they caught two bonitos, which made a good 
meal for all the (hip’s company. They are about three 
feet long, and two round the body. About noon, they 
faw three low iflands, aibrding a beautiful profped at 
I fea. 
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fta. The eaftermoft lay in 42 min. north latitude. 
The 7th, about day-break, they found themfelves upon 
a great ledge of rocks near the northermoft ifland, 
which, on account of their efcapc, they called the 
Ifland of Deceit. They flood in for the moft wellerly 
iflahd, which is the biggefl of the three, and, as they 
drew nearer to it, forty or fifty of their flying proes 
came off with 450 men, about ten in each, and they 
difcerned numbers of people on fhore. Tliey called 
to the flying proes to come near them, but they refufed. 
At length, by beckoning feveral times, one of them 
. ventured within a (hip’s length. In her were ten men, 
and in the midfl an old man, of a grave but pleafant 
afpefl, who on his head had a four-corner’d cap with¬ 
out a crown. As to the reft, they were quite naked. 
On their firft coming they fung a fong, which lafted 
an hour; they could not underftand the words, but 
thought the tune very pretty. When this fong was 
over, they came to the fide of the vefTel and fung ano¬ 
ther. Then they put themfelves in a praying pofture, 
and made feveral bows and cringes, according to the 
cuftom of their country. Then one of the men in the 
boat having a fore leg, held it up, and by the figns he 
made, they underftood he would have them cure it. 
They probably having feen no white men before, feem- 
cd to imagine the Englilh were not mortals. Now 
they poured fome water into a glafs, and pointing to 
their mouths, (hewed they wanted vifluals and drink, 
at which they (hook their heads by way of denial. 
But feeing us ftill coming nearer the ifland, one of them, 
fays our author, blowed a horn, at the noife of which, 
all the other boats came round the (hip ; we believing 
they would board us, fired a gun over their heads, at 
which they feemed amazed, and drew back, threaten¬ 
ing us at a diftance. So finding there was no good to 
be done here, they refolved to leave the place, and cal¬ 
led this the Ifland of Difappointment. 

May 8, in the morning, they faw the coaftof New 
Guincy, diftant about eighteen leagues, and here they 
had leifure to confider this part of that country with 
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attention. Soon after diey faw part of the great ifland 
of Gilolo, defigning to pafs between that and the coaft 
of Guiney, for the Eaft Indies. On the 12th, about 
eight in the morning, they fhot-thro’ two headlands, 
diftant from each other about two miles, and got thro* 
ajbout noon. This pafTage was about feven leagues 
long, and three miles broad. This they called St. 
John’s Streight, after the name of their fhip, and be¬ 
lieved they were the firft Europeans that ever palTed it. 
At this time an Indian proe came aboard them, in 
which was a freeman of Amboyna. They acquainted 
him with their diftrefs, having nothing to eat but flour 
and water. He bid them go to the ifland of Manipa, and 
he would be their pilot, where they might have rice 
enough for money to laft them to Batavia. Here they 
anchored about twelve the fame night; when the Dutch 
pilot fentthe governor an account of their'wants. The 
23d, a Dutch corporal with two foldiers came on board, 
telling them from the governor, that no fhips but fuch 
as belonged to the Dutch Eaft India company fliould 
have any provifions there j but that they muft go to A/n- 
boyna. I’he ifland of Manipa lies in 3 deg. 25 min. 
fouth latitude : on it grows vaft plenty of cloves 
and rice, which they fend to Amboyna. It is governed 
by a Dutch ferjeant, three corporals, with a mafter 
gunner, and has a fmall fort of fix guns to the fouth 
weft. The inhabitants are filhermen, and catch abun¬ 
dance of fifli, not only for their own ufe, but to fupply 
Amboyna. 

After this unexpefled difappointment, they made « 
divifion of all their provifions, which amounted to 6 lb. 
3 quarters of flour, and five pounds of bran per man ; 
and on the 28th at noon^ they came juft off the harbour of 
Amboyna, which they thought a great happinefs j tho^ 
they had caufe afterwards to look upon it as their great- 
eft misfortune. So vain are the hopes of man! 10 apt 
are we to covet what tends to our own deftrudUon! 
Here they met with two (hips laden with cloves for 
Batavia. The captain of one of them came aboard, 
and took the journal of their voyage, promifing to re« 
$ tura 
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turn it when they came to Batavia. That night they 
Hood into the harbour; and, the next morning, two 
Dutch orambies rowed by forty men, with the hfcal, 
fecretary, and feveral Dutch gentlemen, came on board, 
took pofleflion of their bark, nailed up their chefts, - 
and on the 3 i ft in the evening they were all fent aftiore, 
and confined in two rooms near the Stadthoufe, and 
their goods and veiTel were foon after fold at a public 
fale. They were here obliged to buy their vidluals of 
the keeper, w'ho made them pay a Spanifh dollar, worth 
five fhillings and a penny, for as much meat, as, if* 
tliey had their liberty, might have been bought for five 
pence. The ifland of Amboyna, fo infamous for the 
cruelties formerly committed there by the Dutch upon 
the Englifti, is from north weft to fouth weft twelve 
leagues. It is high and mountainous ; but the valleys’ 
are fertile, the foil is black, and the furface affords fait 
petre; the middle of it lies in 3 deg. 4 min. fouth. The 
inhabitants are Malayans of a middle fize, and tawny, 
n’he women are brighter, with black hair that reaches 
down to the calves of their legs; their faces are round, 
and their features fmall. They wear a linen waift- 
coat, which reaches below their breafts, and about their 
middle a piece of cloth four yards wide, and a yard 
deep; this they roll about them, and it ferves for a 
petticoat. None of thefe natives are allowed to wear 
a hat except their king. The Dutch have here a ftrong 
caftle, mounted with fix guns, befides other fortifica¬ 
tions about the ifland. Near the caftle is a town, of 
about 100 Dutch houfes, built of brick and ftone, but 
low. While they were here was an earthquake, which 
lafted two days, by which feveral houfes and families 
were fwallowed up. I'he Malayan yeomen are report¬ 
ed to be great whores, of which they are not afhamed. 
They are often married at nine years old, and have 
children at ten and eleven. The ifland is governed 
by a council, confifting of five perfons, namely the 
governor, the chief merchant, the Malayan king, and 
the fifcal, who is in the nature of a judge. Thofe who 
Uvc by the fea fide are under the Dutch government, 
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but thofe who live in the country, called the Hill Ma* 
layans, are Mahometans, always at war with the Dutch, 
and never give any quarter. When they take a Dutch¬ 
man prifoner, they keep him, and put him into a jail 
for five days, without viduals or drink, and then bring¬ 
ing him out, firft rip up his belly with a knife, and take 
out his heart, at which there is great rejoicing, then 
cutoff his head, and embalm it with fpice to keep, leav¬ 
ing his body to be devoured by birds and beads of prey. 
To retaliate this ufage, the Dutch, when they take any 
of the Malayans, load them with many irons, and lay 
them in a dungeon, where having lain fome time, they 
cut off their ears and nofes, and then fend them to jiri- 
fon again for a further time; at laft, bring them out 
and rack them to death. If they are found guilty of 
theft, they often cut off their nofes and ears, then piit 
an iron chain about their kgs, and make them flaves 
for life. Of thefe poor wretches, while they ftaid, 
there were near 500 employed in hewing done, and 
fawing timber, carrying burdens, or other labour. The 
chief products of this ifland are cloves, a few nutmegs, 
ginger, rattans, ^nd canes. The clove tre^ has but a 
Sender body, but is from twelve to thirty and forty feet 
high. The branches are fmall, the leaves about five 
inches long, and two broad, which, if you rub between 
your fingers, fmell drong, but otherwife have no fmell 
at all. The cloves grow at the tip of the branches, 
ten or twelve in a cluder, being white fird, then green, 
and when ripe of a dark copper colour. To gather 
them, they fpread fheets under the tree at fome didahce, 
then lhake it, and thofe which are ripe fall down; the 
red are left upon the tree a week longer; this method 
is repeated four or five times, till the trees are cleared. 
Thefe trees bear fixty or feventy pounds twice in ayear^ 
viz. in Odober, and February. Thofe which are ripo 
in Odober, are called the winter cloves, and not fo 
good as the other; thefe they ufually preferve, and 
put them into fmall jars, holding about a quart, to b§ 
tranfported to many parts of the world : thofe that are 
ripe in February they call the fummer cloves, which are 
* S 2 by 
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by much the ftrongeft. Here are a few nutmeg treej, 
which are much like the peach ; but they grow chiefly 
at the illand of Banda; from whence two or three fhip- 
loads are exported every year. It is alfo reported, that 
in this ifland there are fome gold mines. One of the 
Malayans, fays our author, (hewed me fome of the 
ore, which he told me was taken out of them, but this 
is a great fecret, and if the Dutch fhould know it, 
he faid, I (hall be feverely puniflied ; for they keep 
it, as much as they can, from the knowledge of the 
Europeans. Of beads, here are beeves, hogs, wild 
deer, &c. Of fowls, here are various kinds, the cro- 
cadore, the caflavvaris, the bird of Piradife, &c. The 
crocadore is of different fizes, fome as large as hens, 
and others no bigger than pigeons; all their feathers 
are alike white, excepting a hunch which lies clofe in 
a dent on the head, and is not to be feen but when they 
are frighted, then they fet it up an end, and it fpreadis 
like a fan, being always either red or yellow. The 
flelh and legs of this bird are very black, and fmell 
fweet, and when they fly about the woods, they cry 
crocadore, crocadore. The caflawaris is about the 
bignefs of a Virginia turky, and has a head like them, 
with a hairy beard upon his bread before. His legs 
are as thick as a man’s wrid, with five great claws on 
each foot; he has a high round back, on which are 
long hairs indead of feathers, and the fame on the 
pinions of his wings It lays an egg fo large, that the 
fliell of it will contain a pint, is pretty thick, and fpot- 
ted with green and white, looking exadly like Cluna 
ware j this bird is very good eating. The birds of 
» Paradife are about the fize of pigeons, and are never 
found or feen alive, nor is it known from whence they 
come. Here they faw feveral of them embalmed, 
which are fent, as curioflties, to many didant countries. 
In the months of February and March, they refort to 
the places where the nutmegs grow, particularly to 
Banda, and this ifland, where they eat of the outward 
rind of the nut, after which, they fall down dead 
drunk, and fwarms of ants gather about them, feed 
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upon them, and kill them. Of fifh here are plenty ; 
but the mod noted is the Tea-porcupine, about three 
feet long, and three and a half round. It has a 
very large eye, two fins on the back, and two on eack 
fide near the gills, very full of fliarp-pointed quills, 
from whence its name. There is no anchoring about 
this ifland, but in the common harbour, except in the 
Ley, which is at the weft end, running up a great way, 
and almoft dividing it in two ; at the entrance of which, 
to the eaft, is a fin all fortification of fix guns, and clofe 
to it 20 fathom water; about a league farther up is the 
harbour, under the command of their great caftle, 
which ever fince the bloody maflacre of the Englilh has 
been called the caftle of Vidtoria : about two leagues 
farther to the north, is the place where the Englifti had 
formerly a fadlory, and the hole into which they were 
thrown after they had been inhumanly murdered 
by the Dutch; we expedling the fame fate. During 
their ftay here, they were fo plagued with Molkitoes, 
which are a kind of gnats, that they were forced to put 
themfelves into a bag before they could get any reft. 
They remained here from May 31, to' September 14, 
1705, when three of the company’s floops, laden with 
cloves for Batavia, were ready to fail, and twenty five 
of them were put aboard. September 28, our author, 
with four more men, were fent in a Chinefe veflel after 
them ; what became of the five remaining they never 
heard. 

On the 21 ft of Odlober they entered the harbour of 
Batavia, and as foon as they landed were fent to the 
- reft of their companions, who were ftill in cuftody. 
Soon after, the major of the caftld demanded an account 
of the Ioffes they had fuftained at Amboy na, that the go¬ 
vernor might make them fatisfadiion: accordingly every 
private man drew out his bill, and the major carried 
them to the governor, who returned for anfwer, they 
Ihould all foon be fet at liberty. Odlober 27, they 
were fent for to the fort, and moft of their ready money 
was repaid, but for their goods, lofs of time, and im- 
prifonment, they could have no fatiifadlion; only the 
S3 general 
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general told them, he had delivered all that the 
governor of Amboyna had fent him; that he knew of 
nothing more, and they were now at liberty to go 
where they pleafed. In the fpace of feven weeks that 
our author remained here, he made the obfervations 
following. Batavia, fays he, is the chief place the 
Dutch have in India, to which all their eaftern pro- 
du6b are fent by (hipping. The inhabitants are of 
various nations, Dutch, Portuguefe, Chinefe, Perli- 
ans, and negroes; but the natives are Malayans. They 
are under the Dutch government, who have here a fine 
large town, with feveral (lately houfes, built after the 
European falhion, and 7 churches. It is well walled, 
and moted round, and the walls are abundantly provid¬ 
ed with cannon. In the middle of the town, in a fpa- 
cious fquare, (lands the (ladthoufe, wherein all public 
buunefs is tranfadled. The town, &c. is governed 
by one of the dates of Holland, who has the title of 
General of India, and has under him 12 rads, or fuch 
as have formerly been chief governors of their feveral 
fettlements in India. The town is divided by canals, over 
w hich there are bridges and boombs laid acrofs to pre¬ 
vent boats coming in after fun-fet. Their fruits here 
are oranges, lemons, pomegranates, mangadans, and 
rumbodans. The mangadan is about the fize of a 
golden runnet; the outer rind is like that of a pome¬ 
granate, tho’ fomewhat darker, but the iniide is very 
white, and lies in cloves like garlick, of which there 
are 5 or 6 generally in each, very juicy, and under 
them a fmall black done. The Bumbodan is about the 
fze of a walnut, when the green hulk is taken off; of a 
deep red, full of little knobs of the fame colour. Within 
this lies the fruit, which refembles a white jelly. It is 
exceeding delicious, and if you eat of it voracioufly, it 
does you no harm, provided you fwallow the done 
with it. The wind and weather are here very regular. 
In the eadern monfoon the land winds blow S. E. and 
the fea winds N. E. The chief produce of theplace is 
pepper, of which they export vad quantities. All a- 
long the idand of Java, from Madura to Batavia, is free 
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from rocks, and has a fine oufy foil, affording vaft 
quantities of rice, with which they fupply all their out- 
fadories, as alfo very good plank for Hiip-building. 
September 2, they had notice, that if they delired to 
return to England, they muft immediately repair on 
board ttiS Dutch Eaft India fleet; which they all did. 
On the 3d of Febmary 1706, they arrived at the Cape 
of Good Hope, of which we have before given a full 
defcription. They were now to continue their voyage 
to Europe, and met with nothing material till the loth 
of Auguft. When two of the Englilh fhips that bore them 
company fell a-ftern, left the fleet, and put into St. He¬ 
lena, where, fays captain Funnell, ns I was afterwards 
informed, they were taken out of the road by the French. 

St. Helena is about nine leagues long, but not quite 
fo muck broad, lying in 16 deg. fouth latitude, about 
300 leagues from the continent of Africa. Next to the 
lea it is almoft every where furrounded with rocks, 
there being but one place for landing. Within there are 
mountains, but moft of them covered with wholefome 
herbs and plants, and the valleys produce whatever is 
brought from other parts and planted here, in great 
perfedlion. It would certainly be one of the moft de¬ 
lightful fpots upon the globe, if it was fomewhat larger, 
lay nearer the continent, or was more frequented j which 
it would foon be, if the inhabitaats had a free trade; 
but that the Eaft India company at prefent denies them. 
The air is wholefom, the frefli water excellent, the fruits 
in the higheft perfection, and the fea abounding with 
fill, &c. July 3, they made the iflands of Fara, and on 
the 5th met with their convoy: on the 17th they arrived 
fafe at Amfterdam j and on Auguft 26, our author, with 
his companions, came happily to their native country. 

It has been the juft complaint of thofe who read voy¬ 
ages, that they are fometimes left in the dark with re- 
fpeCl to material occurrences, when at the fame time 
they are fully informed as to circumftances of little con- 
fequence : and, indeed we have often been furprifed, 
that confidering the frequent editions which Dampier’s 
voyages have paffed, fome care was not taken to fup- 
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ply their deficiencies, we therefore having here in¬ 
formed the reader of that part of thefe tranfadlions 
which Mr. Funnell has related, lhall proceed to give 
him fatisfaftion in other particulars. The reader muft 
recoiled, that on the 19th of May, 1704, captain 
• Dam pier, in the St. George, left captain otradling, 
in the Cinque Ports, at King’s Ifland, in the bay of 
Panama; from this time, he has heard nothing more 
concerning them ; captain Stradling’s force was very 
trifling, he therefore, well knowing that he could not 
fupport himfelf long in the South Seas, made the beft of 
his way to the illand of Juan Fernandez, and his Ihip 
and crew were in fuch a condition when they arrived 
there, that one of his men called Alexander Selkirk, 
chofe rather to flay by himfelf on that ifland, than run 
the hazard of returning into the South Seas, by which 
adion his great judgment was diftinguiflied ; for the 
Cinque Ports adually foundered on the coaft of Baba- 
cora, and only captain Stradling, with feven men, got 
aftiore alive, from whence they were fent prifoners to 
Lima, where the former was living, at the time cap¬ 
tain Rogers came into the South Seas; but what became 
of him afterwards, is not known. The next perfon that 
left the famous Dampier, was his mate, Mr. John 
Clipperton, of whom we fhall have occafion to fpeak 
much in the following Chapter. 

But firfl, it will be requifite to fliew what became of 
captain Dampier, after fo great a part of his Ihip’s com¬ 
pany left him. He had now but 28 men with him, and 
even thefe he prevailed upon to flay, by reprefenting 
to them, there was nothing eafler than to make their 
fortunes,' by furprifing fome Jittle Spanifli village, and 
as they were but few, their lhares would be more con- 
liderable. After fome confultation they rcfolved to at¬ 
tack Puna, a hamlet, confifting of 30 houfes, and a 
fmall church. Accordingly they landed in the night 
when it was very dark, furprifed the inhabitants in 
their beds, and took pofl'eflion of the place with no lofs. 
After plundering this town, they failed to the ifland of 
Lobos de la Mar, and took by the way a Spaniih bark 
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well laden with provifions. After fome confultation, 
they refolved to quit their own fhip, and endeavour m 
this veffel, to continue their voyage to the Eaft Indies. 
Hereupon, they left the St. George at anchor under 
this ifland, and then put in praftice their former re- 
folution, in hopes all their misfortunes would have 
there ended. In this, they were again miftaken; for on 
their putting in at one of the Dutch fettlements, their 
bark was feized, their goods fold, and themfelvct 
turned loofe into the wide world to Ihift as they could. 
This was the end of captain Dampier's unfortunate ex* 
pedition, who returned naked home, with a me- 
^ lancholy account of his misfortunes to his owners, 
chiefly owing to his own odd temper, which made 
him fo felf-fufficient and imperious, that none of his of¬ 
ficers cou’d endure him. Yet notwithftanding all hii 
failings, the public expreffed fome compaflion for fo 
eminent a feaman. On his coming home, even in this 
difirefs, he was introduced to die queen, had the ho¬ 
nour to kifs her hand, and to give her fome account of 
the dangers he had run thro’. The merchants, however, 
were fo fenfible of his want of cOndufl, that they never 
’more would tnift him with a command. This, with 
his poverty, brought upon him by his laft unlucky voy¬ 
age, obliged him to make the tour of the globe once 
more; in quality of pilot, on board the Duke, com* 
manded by captain Woodes Rogers. 


CHAP. XVIII., 

7 ^^ voyage of captain Woodes Rogers in the Duke^ and 
captain Stephen Courtney in the Dutchefsy round 
the world, 

T H E principal encouragers, and proprietors of 
this expedition, were 20 merchants of Briftol, 
with fome gentlemen of London, who were not 
concerned till the Ihips were at fea. Their firft care 

was 
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was to chufe proper commanders, in which they were 
very fortunate. Captain Woodes Rogers commanded 
in chief, and captain Stephen Courtney, who contri¬ 
buted largely towards the expence of the voyage, com¬ 
manded under him. The next thing was to lay down 
rules for their condu6l, and to appoint diredors to be 
of the council on board each of the fhips, in cafe they 
fhould be feparated from one another. 

All things neceffary being provided, fays captain 
Rogers, we failed for Cork, to make up our number of 
hands. The fhip which I commanded being called the 
Duke, of 300 tons, 30 guns, and 170 men, with cap¬ 
tain Dover 2d captain, and 3 lieutenants, &c. The 
Dutchefs had captain Courtney commander, captain 
Edward Cooke 2d captain, and 3 lieutenants, burden 
270 tons, 26 guns, and men. Both fhips had 
legal commilfions from Prince George of Denmark, at 
that time lord high admiral of England, to cruize in the 
South Seas againft her majefty’s enemies, the French 
and Spaniards, and to ad jointly as belonging to the 
fame owners, the Merchants of Briftol. June 15, 1708, 
we towed down from Hong-road to King-road, to fit 
har fhip, and Raid till Auguft i, then weighed, and on 
the 15 th had fight of the Irifh fhore. We (pent our 
time at Cork till Auguft 27, in taking in frefli hands, 
and difcharging fuch as were unfit for our purpoft. 
The 28th, we fell down to,.the Spit-end, While we 
were at Cork our men were daily marrying, tho’ they 
expeded to fail every moment. Among the reft was a 
Dane coupled to an Irifh woman, by a Romifh prieft, 
without underftanding a word of each others language, 
fo that they were obliged to make ufe of an interpreter ; 
yet this pair feemed more concerned at parting than 
any of the reft. Our number of feamen in both fhips 
was 333, of which at leaft one third were foreigners. 
Several of the Britifh fubjeds on board were tinkers, 
haymakers, taylors, fidlers, pedlers, &c. one negro, 
and ten boys. With this.motley crew we hpped to- be 
well manned, as foon as they had learnt the ufe- of 
arms, and got their fea legs. 

September 
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September 10, about fix in the morning, we faw a 
fail, and inftantly gave chace, came up with her about 
three in the afternoon, and then Ihe bore down upon 
us, fhewing Swedilh colours: 1 went aboard her in my 
yawl, captain Courtney’s boat being juft before me. 
We examined the mafter, fufpeding he had contraband 
goods on board. The next morning, after having 
ftridly fearched the (hip, and finding it difficult to prove 
her a prize, we let her go off. She belonged to Stadtnear 
Hamburg, carried 22 guns, and of about 270 tons. 
While I was on board the Swede our men mutinied, 
their ring-leaders being the boatfwain, and three in¬ 
ferior 6fficers, who infifted that I and captain Courtney 
had manifeftly given up their intereft, by letting the 
Swede go without plundering her. On the 14th, our 
inteftine troubles grew higher, and a failbr came up to 
me at the fteerage-door, with the major part of the 
Ihip’s company at his heels, demanding the boatfwain 
out of cuftody. Idefired to fpeak with him by himfelf 
on the quarter deck, he came accordingly; here by the 
affiftance of the officers I feifed him, and made one of 
his chief comrades whip him. This method, with o- 
ther different corredions, allayed the tumult. The next 
evening we fent the boatfwain on board the Crown 
galley in irons, with letters to our owners by the com¬ 
mander to juftify our condudl; then difcharged all the 
prifoners out of irons on their fubmiffion, which put the 
crew in exceeding good humour, and they were ex* 
t^emely brifk and diligent to fhew their gratitude. 

On the 18th, we faw a fail right a-head, between 
Fuerteventura and the Grand Canary, which we came 
up with and took, being a fmall Spanifh (hip, bound 
from TenerifF to Fuerteventura, with men and women 
^ palTengers, and laden with fundry goods. The next 
day we difpatched the prize’s boat with one of the 
owners agents, a prieft, and the mafter, to Oratavia to 
treat about ranfoming the veflel; which they refufed to 
do for fome time. Hereupon we refolved to canno¬ 
nade the town, and carry off the (hip and prifoners, if 
they would not make us amends for our lofs of time, 

and 
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and pay the money demanded: accordingly on the 22d, 
at four in the morning, we flood in for fhore making a 
dear fhip; but foon law a boat coming, with our own- 
" ers agent, and Mr. Crofs an Englifh merchant, bring¬ 
ing five buts of wine, and other refrefhments, We lay 
off the town, took the goods out of the prize, and fold 
her to Mr. Crofs for 450 dollars, putting the prifoners 
aboard her. The 30th, we came to anchor in the har¬ 
bour of the ifle of St. Vincent. Here, feeing feveral 
men alhore, and knowing the illand was not inhabited, 
we fent captain Cooke, in the pinnace armed, to fee 
what they were, and found them to be Portuguefe, 
come from the ifland of St. Antony to catch tortoifes, 
who told him we might wood and water here. This 
ifland lies in 16 deg. 55 min. north latitude, and abounds 
with Guincy hens, fome hogs and goats, and in the 
road are plenty of lilh. In the woods are fpiders as 
big as walnuts, and their webs very difficult to break 
thro’. While we lay here new diforders arofeamongftthe 
men, concerning the effefls taken in the laft prize; 
for having here an opportunity of buying things, 
every one wifhed for money to lay out. To put an end 
to fuch dillurbances for the future, we determined to 
frame fuch articles, as might infpire the feamen with 
courage and conftancy, which, tho’ they coft fome 
trouble to adjull, that was amply compenfated, by 
finding they affeflully anfwered our purpofe ; and that, 
among fo many people, not one refufed to comply. 
The articles were, 

1. That all plunder taken aboard any prize by either 
Ihip, lhall be equally divided between the companies of 
both Ihips, according to each man’s refpedive whole 
fliares, as Ihipped by the owners, or their orders. 

2. That what is plunder lhall be adjudged by the fu- 
perior officers and agents in both fliips. 

3. That if any perfon on board either Ihip do con¬ 
ceal plunder, exceeding the value of a piece of eight, 
during 24 hours after the capture of any prize, he lhall 
be feverely punilhed, and lofe his lhare of the plunder. 
The fame penalty for being drunk in the time of action. 
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or difobeying the fuperior officer’s command, or conceal-, 
ing himfelf, or quitting his poll in fea or land fervice. 

4. If any prize be taken by boarding, then vvhatfo- 
ever is taken ftiall be every man’s own, as follows, viz, 
afailor, ten pounds; any officer below a carpenter twenty 
pounds; a mate, gunner, carpenter, boatfwain, forty 
pounds; a lieutenant or matter eighty pounds, and the 
captains one hundred pounds each, above the gratuity 
promifed by the owners to fuch as ttiall lignalize them- 
ielves. 

5, Public books of plunder are to be kept in each 
Slip, attetted by officers, and the plunder to be appraifi^d 
by the officers chofen, and divided as foon as poffible 
after the capture, every perfon to be fworn and fearch- 
ed as they come aboard, by fuch perfons as fhall be 
appointed for that purpofe ; the perfon or perfons refu¬ 
sing fhall forfeit their fhare of the plunder, as above. 

. 6. In confideration that captain Rogers and captaiti 

Courtney, to make both fhips companies eafy, have 
given the whole cabin-plunder, which in all probability 
is the major part, to be divided as aforefaid, we do 
voluntarily agree, that they fhall have 5 1. per cent, to 
each of them, over and above their refpedive fhares, 
in confideration for what is their due out of the plun¬ 
der aforefaid. 

7. That a reward of twenty pieces of eight fhall be 
given to him who firft fees a prize of good value, or 
exceeding 50 tons in burden. 

8. That fuch of us as have not already figned the 
articles of agreement, indented with the owners, do 
hereby oblige themfelves to the fhme terms and con¬ 
ditions as the reft of the fhips companies have done, 
half wages and half fhares. 

9. And for the true execution of the above articles, 
according to the intent and meaning thereof, and to 

' prevent frauds relating to plunder, we do actually a- 
gree, that four men fhall be chofen out of the Duke, 
and four men out of the Dutchefs, two for the fliips 
company, and two for the officers of each fhip, who 
arc to receive plunder into their pofleffion, and to fearch 
T every 
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every man aboard, and coming from each prize; and 
we make this public, to the end that no perfon, either 
officer, or foremaft-man, may refufe being fearched by 
thofc men chofen for that purpofe, on penalty of lofing 
their fhares in the prize and plunder, and undergoing 
fuch punifhment as the captain ihall think proper to 
inflict upon them. 

To which articles of agreement we have fet our 
hands, as our full intent and meaning without any 
compulfion, dated Odober 7, 1708, iigned by the 
officers and men of both fhips. 

This over, we were under fome difficulty on another 
account. We had fent our linguift afhore for refrefh- 
ments, and after flaying two days to heel and clean our 
fhips, our boat returned with nothing but limes and 
tobkcco, bringing no tidings of the linguift. It was in¬ 
deed but an indifferent place to leave him, but as he 
difobeyed orders, and that we might not lofe the ad- 
.vantage of the feaf)n of the year, we refolved to flay 
no longer, and on the 8th gave orders for failing. 

November 18, we anchored in eleven fathom water, 
before the ifland of Grande, where new quarrels arofe, 
and came to fuch a height on board the Dutchefs, if 
captain Courtney had not put eight .of. the ringleaders 
in irons, which frighted the reft, they very probably 
had ran away with the (hip. Nor did .this clear them 
of ill humours; for on the 25th, in the afternoon, 
two Irifh landmen ftole into the woods, with defign to 
leave us, tho’ two fuch fparks got away on the .25th 
from the Dutchefs, and in the night were fo feared with 
iygers, as they thought, tho’ in reality they were only 
monkies and baboons, that they jumped into the water, 
^hollowing to the fhip, till they were fetched aboard 
again. Next morning the watch upon deck faw a 
canoe, and called to her to come aboard, but the men 
jefufing, caufed us to fend the yawl and pinnace 
after them, imagining that they concealed our run- 
nagates, who were loft two days before. They 
fired to flay her, but the canoe got off the fafter, at 
laft they wounded one of the Indians that rowed her. 

He 
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He that owned and lleered her was a frier, and had a 
quantity of gold in her, which he got at the mines, as 
we fuppoied, by confefTing the ignorant; fo we took 
the father, his (laves, and the gold all on board. The 
next day we met with our two deferters, and put thena 
in irons, and the lad day of this month left the place. 

The ifland Grande is very high, with a little cliff in 
the middle of the highefl land, which is eafily difcovered 
at fea, in a clear day. There is likewifc a remark¬ 
able round white rock (landing in a fmall ifland on the 
larboard fide, neared to Grande. The ifland is about 
nine leagues long, and all the land you fee near the 
water fide is covered with wood. It abounds with 
monkies, and other wild beads, has excellent water, 
plenty of fire wood, with oranges, lemons, and 
guavas, growing wild. We got here fugar and tobacco, 
which they fell very dear; fome fowls and hogs, but 
the latter are fcarce; beef and mutton are reaionable 
enough, but no great quantity of thefe are to be had ; 
nor have they any bread. We had fine weather, but very 
hot. They Jiave.a mpnder here called Liboya, which 
the Portuguefe goyernpr told me is 30 feet long, as big 
round as a barrd, and will fwallow a roebuck at a moutl. - 
ful. TVgers are very common here, but not fo voracious 
as thofe in India. The produd of Brafil h red wood, 
gold, tobacco, whale-oil, fnuff, and other drugs. 
Some perfons of credit.told me the gold mines here 
increafe very fad, and it is got much eafier than in any 
other country. The Brafilian women are very fruitful, 
and have eafy labours, go into the woods and bring forth 
alone, then wafh themfelves and the child, and return 
home; their hufbands lying abed the fitd 24 hour:;; 
being nuffed as if they endured the pain. The Topa- 
yars, who inhabit the wed part of this country, are the 
mod barbarous of the natives, .and dronger than the 
red, they wear little dicks thro' their cheeks and under 
their lips, are reported to be man'caters, and Ufe poi.. 
ibned darts ; they live by hunting and fifhing, and alter 
their dwellings according to the feafons. Their kings 
and great men are didinguifhed by their long nails and 
« T 2 lhavcn 
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lhaven crowns. Their priefts make them believe, that 
the devils come in the fhape of infeds j they perform 
their diabolical, rites in the night, when the women 
make a difmal howling; they allow poligamy, bet 
punifh adultery with death; when young women are 
marriageable, and courted by nobody, they take them 
to their kings to deflower, which is a great honour. 
We continued our voyage, coafting very far fouth 
during the months of December and January, where we 
endured great cold, which affedled our men to fuch a 
degree, that a third part of the fhips companies fell 
fick. t 

February i, 1709, we came before the ifland of 
Juan Fernandez, in 34 deg. 10 min. fouth latitude. 
In the afternoon, we hoifled out our pinnace, and 
captain Dover with the boats crew went afhore, tho’ 
we were four leagues diftant. When the boat was 
about a league from the ifland they faw a light 
afliore, on feeing which, they came back to the Ihips. 
Various were our conjediures about this light 5 fome 
imagined they faw a fleet of French ihips at anchor, 
others a Spanifli garrifon, fome again a large body of 
Frenchmen, or a crew of pirates. Such were the 
flrange notions our people entertained on the fight of 
the Are. In fhort, we expedted an enemy, and fene 
captain Dover, Mr. Fry, and fix men armed afliore. 
The boat did not return, fb we fent the pinnace with 
an armed force, to know the caufe of the yawl’s flay 5 
for now we really imagined the Spaniards had a 
garrifon there, and feized them. Immediately tho 
pinnace returned with abundance of cray-fifli, and a 
man cloathed in goat-fkins, looking wilder than their 
firft owners. He had been on the iflapd four years and 
four months, being left by captain Stradling in the 
Cinque-Ports; his name was Alexander Selkirk a Seotf- 
man, who had been matter of the aforefaid fhip, which 
came here laft with captain Dampier, who told me, 
that he was the bcft man in her ; and I immediately 
agreed with him to be mate of our fhip. He made 
the fire lafl night when he faw our fhips, judging they 

were 
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were Engtifh. While he ftai 4 oppn this idand, fevcral f 
Ihips pahed by, but two only came to anchor; and as ' 
he went to view them, he found they were Spaniards. ^ 
Had they been French he would have furrendefed him- 
felf; but chofe rather to die alone in that ifland, than 
to fall into the hands of the Spaniards. They had- 
landed before he difeovered who they were ; and came 
fo near him, it was with great difficulty he made his 
efcape ; for th6y not only (hot at him, but purfued him 
to the woods, where he climbed up a tree, at the root 
of which they made water, and killed feveral goats 

in his fight, but faw him not.-He told us, he was 

born at Largo in the county of Fife in Scotland, and 
bred to the fea from a child ; he had with him his 
cloaths and bedding, a firelock, fome powder, bullets, 
and tobacco; a hatchet, a knife, a kettle, a bible, 
fome practical pieces, his mathematical inftruments, and 
books. For the firft eight months, he found himfelf 
much addided to melancholy, and the terror of being 
left alone in this defolate place, had like to have thrown 
him into defpair. He built two huts of pimento leaves, 
covered them with long grafs, and lined them with 
goats (kins: when his powder being almoU fpent, he got 
me by rubbing two fticks of pimento together. His 
two huts were at a diftance from one another. One 
he made his bed chamber, the other his kitchen. In 
the former of thefe, which was much the largeft, he 
employed himfelf in reading, finging pfalms, and prayers, 
** 10 that, fays he, I was, in this foiilude, a better 
chriftian than ever before, and I fear, (hall ever be 
** hereafter.” At firft he never eat till hunger con- 
ftrained him, on account of grief, and for want of bread 
and fait; nor did he go to bed till he could keep no 
longer awake : the pimento wood ferved him both for 
fire and candle, and refrelhed him with its grateful 
fmell. He could get fifti enough, hut durft not eat them 
freih, becaufe they gave him a loofenefs, except cray- 
fifli, which are here as big as lobfters. Thefe he boiled 
and broiled, as he did his goats fleOv, of which he 
inade good broth, they not being fo rajik as ours. He 
^ , T 3. ^ • kept 
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kept an account of 500 he had killed whilft here, and 
caught as many more, that he marked in the ear and 
turned up. When his powder became low, he took 
them by fpeed, for his method of living, with conti- 
nunl walking and running, cleared him of all grofs 
hu riC iirs, and he ran thro’ the woods, up the rocks and 
hill.') with incredible fwiftnefs, as we perceived when 
we employed him to catch goats for us. We had a 
bull dog which we fent with feveral of our nimbleft 
runners to help liim; but he tired both dogs and men, 
bringing the goats to us on his fhoulders. He came 
at lail to relifh his viduals very well without fait 
and bread; and had, in the feafon, plenty of good 
turnips, which were fown there by captain Dam- 
pier’s men, and now overfpread fome acres. He had 
cabbage enough from the cabbage-trees, and feafoned 
his meat with the fruit of pimento trees, which is the 
fame as Jamaica pepper. He found here alfo a fort of 
black pepper, very good to expel wind. He foon wore 
out his deaths and ftioes by running in the woods, and at 
laft, being forced to go without, his feet in a little time 
' became fo hard, that'he could run any where without 
difficulty j and it was a long time before he could wear 
any, his feet fwelling when he put them on. After he 
had got over his melancholy, he at fome intervals di¬ 
verted himfelf with carving his name on the trees, the 
time of his being left, and his continuance there. He 
was at firft much peftered with cats and rats, the latter 
of which would gnaw his feet and cloaths when he 
was afleep; this obliged him to feed the cats with goats 
flelh, and at length they grew fo tame, as to lie about 
him in the houfe, and drove away all the rats ; he alfo 
brought up fome young kids tame, and would now and 
then ling and dance with thefe tame creatures for di- 
verfion : fo that by the bleffing of heaven, and the 
vigour of youth, being now but thirty years old, he got 
the better of all the inconveniences of folitude, and 
began to make himfelf eafy. When he had worn out 
his cloaths, he made himfelf a coat and cap of dried 
goats Ikins, which he fowed together with little thongs 

of 
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of the fame, that he cut with his knife, and his needle 
was a nail: when his knife was worn to the back, he 
made others of old iron hoops, that he found on the 
fhore, which he thined at 6ne edge, as well as he could, 
and ground them upon Hones. Having with him 
fbme linen cloth, he made hiihrelf ftiirts, fewing 
them with the worfted of his old (lockings, which he 
unravelled for the purpofe, and had the laft on his 
back when we found him. When he came firft aboard 
he had fo much forgot his mother tongue, that we could 
hardly underlland him. We offered him a dram, but 
he would not touch it, having drank nothing but water 
all the time he had been there, and it was fome time 
before he could relifh our vidluals. Pimento trees are here - 
plenty, and we faw fome (ixty feet high, and two yards 
thick, the cotton trees are much higher, being near four 
fathom round the body. Here are aifo, as Mr. Selkirk 
informed us, a fort of black plumbs, very good, but 
hard to come at, growing on the tops of the mountains 
and craggy rocks. The climate is fo temperate, that 
the trees, herbs, and grafs hold their verdure all the 
year. The winter holds no longer than June and July, 
and is not then fevere j there being about that time a 
little fnow and hail, but often great rains. The fum- 
mer heat is equally moderate, and there is not much 
thunder^or tempeftuous weather of any fort. He faw 
no venemous or favage creature of any kind, nor any 
kind af beads but goats j the firft of which were put 
alhore for breed by Juan Fernandez, who fettled here 
with a few families, till the Spaniards made themfelves 
mailers of Chili ; this tempted them to quit this idand, 
judgiDg the continent more profitable. February 3, they 
got a fmith's forge to land, fet the coopers a(hore, and 
made a little tent for me to have the benefit of the air. 
The Dutchefs alfo had a tent for her fick men, for 
whom, the late governor never failed to procure two ot 
three goats a day j by which and the help of greens, 
with the wholfome aif, they foon recovered of the 
fcurvy. Here we fpent our time till the loth, in re¬ 
fitting our (hips, and taking in wood and water i making 
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all the hade we could, and being unwilling to lofe time ; 
for we had been informed at the Canaries, that five ftout 
French (hips were coming to thefe feas. This ifland lies 
in 33 deg. 49 min. fouth latitude, is high ragged land«. 
fix leagues in length, and about three in breadth. 

Nothing farther remarkable happened till the 15th 
of March, when we faw a fail, to which the Dutchefs^ 
being neared, gave chace, and fooa took. She was 
a little vefiel of 16 tons from Payta, bound to Cheripe 
for flour, with a fmall fum of money to purchafe it ; 
the mailer a meftizo, begot en between an Indian 
and a Spaniard, and his crew eight men. We enquir¬ 
ed of ’em for news. They allured us, that all the 
French (hips failed out of thefe feas fix months ago. 
After we had put our men aboard the prize, we haLd 
off clofe on a wind for Lobos, where there is no com¬ 
ing in for (hips, but to the leeward of the illands. Oa 
the eafl ifland is a round hammock, and behind it a. 
fmall cove, convenient enough for Ihlps to careen in. 
There we haled up and fitted up our little frigate. The 
foil here is a hungry clay, and there is no frelh water 
or green thing on the ifland. Our prifoners told us, 
they expelled the widow of the late viceroy of Pent 
would mortly embark for Acapulco, with her family 
and riches, and (lop at Payta to refrelh, or fail near, as 
ufual, in one of the king’s (hips of 36 guns ; and that 
about eight months before, a lliip with 200,000 pieces 
of eight, liquors and flour on board, paflTed Payta for 
Acapulco. Upon this, they refolved to cruife at fome 
diftance from thence for /ome time and not difeover 
themfelves. April i, they took a Ihip of 300 tons, 
built in the manner of a galleon, laden with dry’goods 
and negroes, and the next day took another prize. 
The 12th, it was refolved in a committee, to fend the 
Beginning prize into Payta, for fear of being difeovered, 
and to attempt the town of Guiaquil. The enterprize 
to be carried on under the condud of the three captains, 
Dover, Rogers, and Courtney. The firft to command 
a body of 70 marines; the 2d a company of officers 
^nd Tailors of 71, and tire 3d another body of 73. Cap- 
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tSun Dampler, with the artillery, and, for a referve, 
22 men ; in all 238. Captain Edward Cooke to com¬ 
mand the Dutchefs, with 42 men ; and captain Fry the 
Duke, with 40 meA; total 320 men; the Blacks, In¬ 
dians, and prifoners about 266 more. On the 13th, 
we haled in for Cape Blanco, diftant 10 leagues E. S. E. 
The 15th, in the morning, we faw a fail, after which, 
the Duke’s boat commanded by captain Fry, and the 
Dutchefs’s by captain Cooke rowed diredly, and kept 
her in play till captain Courtney came up, when ihc 
ftruck, and we clapt her onboard. This fhip was about 
270 tons, carried 24 guns, but had only fix mounted. 
She came from Panama, and was bound to Lima, had 
70 blacks, and many pafTengers, fome of whom were 
conliderable merchants of Lima, with a large quantity 
of pearls and bale goods aboard. Captain Cooke re¬ 
mained in her, fending the captain and priforters to the 
other Blips. This had been a French vefTel. 

The 2 fft, in the morning, we fent the Beginning a- 
hcad to point Arena, on the ifland of Puna, for fear of 
danger, where Ihe found only an empty veffel, aban¬ 
doned by the men. AH apprehenlions were now re- 
moTed, and at five in the aftenioon, we rowed for the 
town.of Guiaquil, at 11 faw a light ink; when we 
came within a mile of the placej we heard a centinel 
call to another to bring fire. Finding we wer6 difco- 
vered, we rowed over to the other fide, right againft 
the town, and faw feveral lights, heafd them ring the 
alarm-bell, and fire feveral volleys, to give notice we 
were come up the river. Hereupon a council was held 
in the ftem of one of the boats, to refolve, whether to 
land now, or ftay till day-break. It was agreed to Bay" 
till it was light, all our forces being not come up. 
When we were all joined, we proceeded up the river,’ 
and fent a flag of truce, with the captain of the French- 
built Blip, the governor of Puna, and another prifoner. 
When the captain came to the mayor of the town, he 
afked our number, which he was fo kind as to magnify. 
He anfwered diey are boys and not men; to which the 
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captain replied, he would find them men; for thoy 
fought him very bravely in their open boats; tho’ he 
had killed one of the commanders brothers, and wound- 
cd and killed fome more, for which reafon he adviied 
him to agree for the ranfom of the town j for tho' he 
had 3000 men, they would not be able to oppofc them. 
The corregidor, or mayor, anfwered, his horfe was 
ready. 1 he 23d, all the barks being towed up clofe 
to the pinnace, lying before the town, they rowed up 
the river, after fome vefTels, and brou^t fix of 'em to 
anchor by our barks, we alfo took pofleflion of two 
hew ones, of 400 tons each; then went aihore with a 
flag of truce; and the governor came aboard, to treat 
about the ranfom of the town and fhips; they could not 
agree, fo he promifed to come again in the evening, 
but forfeited his word. The 24th, the governor can>o 
again, when our officers would have feifed him, but he 
infifling it was contrary to a flag of truce, they let him. 

giving him an hour’s time to make his men ready. 
Our men landed about four in the afternoon, and at¬ 
tacked them with fo much bravery, that the Spaniards, 
ran away after the firft volley, whom they purfued ta 
^eir cannon, which they fpon; ^i^ed^ th^ marched 
in a body through both, towns, driving the enemy be¬ 
fore them; placing guards in the three Churches, and 
fetting foe to five or fix houfes in the old town. In the 
mean time the Dutchefs’s pinnace, which was com¬ 
manded by lieutenant Connely, went up the river with 
22 men, and landing at every hoqfe, took their plate, 
and what elfe of value he could mec^ with. The 25th, 
we had fome fkirmifhes with the enemy, in which one 
man was wounded, and as we expelled to be attack¬ 
ed, one of our centinels, in the night, Ihot another of 
our men, who was going from his poft, and would not 
anfwer, tho’ he was three times challenged. Some 
more accidents of this nature happened. The after¬ 
noon was fpent in carrying off provifions; and in cafe 
the enemy fhould advance in the night, the captains 
thought proper to join all their forces at the main guard, 
where we had cannon mounted. The 26th, xnefTen- 
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gers came with a flag of truce about ranfoming the 
town; but could dome totio agreement! however this af¬ 
fair was at lertgth fettled^at 30,006 dollars, and on con-' 
dition they Htotild fend three hoftages, and we to 
ftay at Puna^till the money was raifed. The hoftages 
.c;£me, and ^were put on board, with whom came a boat 
doaden'With brandy. We hoifted a Hag of truce, and 
',fired a giin,' thut the people might know all hoftilides 
.ceafed, and that we had agreed to ftay for the money. 
•The a9th, havingdifcovered a fail, going up the river, 
**we fent both fhips boats after her, and about four in tlie 
afternoon fhe (truck to them. She was a Spanifti bark 
from Cheripe bound to Guiaquil, with 330 bags of 
meal, 3500 lb. of fugar, fome onions, quince, and 
;pomegranatcs. This, with the fix barks, and the tw® 
-great (hipsranfomed, with the town of Guiaquil, makes 
14 prizes taken in chefe Teas. 

\ Contra6i for the ravfom of the town of Guiaquil. 

Whereas the city of Guiaquil, lately belonging to 
** Philip V. king of Spain, is now taken by ftorm, and 
in the pofTeflion of the captains Thomas Dover, 
Woodes Rogers, and Stephen Courtney, command- 
ing a body of her majefty of Geat Britain's fubjeds, 
** we whofe names arc under-written, are content to be- 
come hoftages for the faid city, and continue in 
“ cuftody of the faid captains till 30,000 pieces of eight 
** fhall be paid to them for the ranfom of the faid city, 
** two new (hips, ^ and fix barks, during which time 
no hoftihty is to be committed on either fide, 'be- 
tween this place and Puna, the faid lum' to be paid at 
Puna within fix days from the date hereof and thep 
** the hoftages to be difcharged, and all the prifoners 
** to be delivered immediately: otherwife the faid 
hoftages do agree, to remain prifoners till the faid 
fum is difcharged in any other part of the world: in 
•** witnefs whereof we have voluntarily fet our hands 
“ this 27th day of April, old ftile, and the 7th of Mav 
new ftile, in the year of our lord, 1709.” 

I . The 
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The plunder taken here, befides the ranfom for the 
town, was 230 bags of flour, beans, peafe and ric^ ; 15 
jars of oil; i6o jars of other liquor; cordage, iron¬ 
ware and nails a good quantity, a ton of pitch and tar ; 
four half jars of powder; a quantity of cloathing and 
neceflariesj about 1200 pound in plate, ear-rings, &c. 

150 bales of drygoods; a parcel of guns, 200 ufelefs 
Spanifli arms, and mufquet barrels; a few packs of 
indico, cocoa, and anotto, with a ton of loaf fugar. 
The hoftagcs told us, that during the treaty, 80,000 
pieces of eight belonging to the king were fent out of 
the town, befidcs plate, linen, and other things of the 
greatell value. May 2, the laft day we had agreed to 
wait for the money, none came, nor did any boat appear, 
which gave us feme uneaflnefs; at length, however, the 
boat arrived and brought us 22,000 pieces of eight; we 
difpatched her again as foon as we had received the 
money, telling the men we fliould depart the next 
morning, and would take the hollages with us, if they 
did not Tend the reft. Neverthelefs we ftaid till the 6th, 
when captain Courtney would ftay no longer, for fear 
the French and Spaniards fliould by this time have no¬ 
tice of us at Lima, and fit out a fleet to take us. We 
were preparing to fail, when Mr, Morel, a relation of 
our prifoners, came on board with 3500 pieces of eight 
more towards the raniom. I his put us in good hu¬ 
mour again, and we releafed all our prifoners, except 
the Morels, the three hoftages, and four more. This 
gentleman had a gold chain, with fome other things of 
value about him, with which he bought our bark the 
Beginning, which was now to us ufelefs. We gave the 
captain of the French fhip three negroes, Mr. Morel 
another, and their wearing apparel to moft of the prifo¬ 
ners. Here it may be proper to give the reader a brief 
defeription of the town of Guiaquil, as we found it. 

Guaquil confifts of two parts, the old and the new 
town, in both of which arc about joo houTes, and the 
towns are joined by a wooden bridge, above half a 
mile in length. It ftands on low ground, and is very 
dirty in winter. They have but one regular llreet, 

which 
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which runs along the river-iidc to the bridge. Here 
is a handfome parade before^ the church of St. Jago, 
but the faid church lies in ruins. Here are four other 
churches, viz. St. James, St. Auguftin, St. Francis, 
and St. Dominic; and before this^ laft another parade 
in a femicircle. They are all decently adorned with 
altars, pidures, and carved-work; in that of St. Au« 
guftin is an organ. The houfes are built of brick, 
wood, and bamboes fplit; fome of them neatly fur- 
nilhed. The morafs ground about it is firil of the 
largell toads I ever law, fays our author, fome of them 
as big as a twopenny loaf in England. There were 
2000 inhabitants of all forts. The town is extremely . 
well fituated for trade, and {hlp>building, lying from 
point Arena 14 leagues, and 7 from Puna, up a large 
river, with many villages and farm-houfes adjacent. 
The water is fre(h for four leagues below it; on its 
banks grow mangroves and fariaparilla. They have 
plenty of beeves, fheep, goats, hens, and ducks. 
The town is governed by a corregidor appointed by the 
king. Their coco|l is ripe, and moftly gathered be¬ 
tween June and Auguft; but their natural fruit is fome 
green, and fome ripe all the year. 

May 11, we bore away for the Gallapagos iflands, in 
a deplorable condition, having above 20 men aboard the 
Duke, and 50 aboard the Dutchefs, feized with a ma¬ 
lignant fever, catched, as we fuppofed, at Guiaquil; 
in which place, as we were now informed, 10 or iz 
perfons were carried off every day, about a month 
before we came, by a contagious diltemper. About 
this time alfo captain Courtney was taken ill, and in 
24 hours after, we had 50 men down; and our confort 
70. The 17th we faw land, and the next day were 
within 4 leagues of 2 large illands. Wc feat a boat 
afhore to look for water, who brought us word there was 
none to be found. May 26, captain Dover and I wcr t 
aboard the Dutchefs, where, after a confultation, we 
refolved to run to the ifle of Plata to water, and come 
off again, for fear of two large French fhips, and a 
Spaniih man bl war, which we heard were in queft of 
U ^ us. 
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US. We failed on the 27th, and in this courfe the 
Dutchefs took another prize of about 90^ tons, bound 
from Panama to Guiaquil, called the St. Thomas de 
Villa Nova, Juan Navarro captain. She had about 
forty people aboard, among whom were eleven negroes, 
but few European goods, except fome iron and cloth. 
June 8, our boats brought in another prize, whieh- 
was a bark of fifteen tons, with ten Spaniards and In¬ 
dians, and fome negroes \ no cargo, but a little gold 
dull, and a gold chain, worth about 5001. together ; 
which we put on board the Dutchefs; and OU'^ 19th 
we had anodier confultation, when it was refolved to go 
to the ifland Malaga, where was a road to leave our 
Ihips in, while our boats rowed up the river for the 
gold mii^s of Barbacore; but being informed by the 
Morels, and other prifoners, who had been there, our 
defign was impracticable, we came back to Gorgona. 

June 23, we anchored in forty fathom water, and 
refolved to careen oar (hips, and ereCted tents for the 
armourer and cooper's crews, as alfo for the hek; and 
in fourteen days caulked our fhips all round, careened, 
rigged, and flowed them again, fit for fea. Our fick 
men's coming afhorc here, and walking about, had fo 
good an effeCt, that while our found men were employ¬ 
ed in refitting our fhips, they gathered ftrength enough 
to return to their duty. 

While we lay here it was agreed to fit out the Havre 
de Grace prize with 20 guns, and put men out of each, 
ihip aboard her under captain Cooke's command. 
This work employed us from that time to July 9, when, 
(he was finifhed, and we gave her the name of th& 
Marquis. The next thing of confequence was to get 
rid of our prifoners, who now became a burden to us,, 
and of no ufe; fo the next day ive put 72 of them 
aboard the bark, and in our 2 pinnaces, and fent them 
t6 the main; thefe vefTels returned again in the morn¬ 
ing of the nth, and brought off feven fmall black 
cattle, 12 hogs, and fix goats, with fome limes and 
plantains. C)n the i cth came on board, in a canoe,, 
one Michael Kendall, a free negro of Jamaica, wha 
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had lived a flave for fome time in the village our men 
plundered, and happening to be out of the way then, 
as foon as he had an account of it, ventured his life 
to come to us. The 17th the Morells came aboard 
again, ^yhom we had let on fliore feven days before, 
to ranfom what they could of us. We fold them 
^ood bargains, ’lis true, but they ran great hazards 
fn trading with us, always trufting us with their perfons 
and money, when we had the eJFedts in our own hands. 
Tlie iSth, a negro belonging to the Dutchefs, was bit 
hy a fmall brown fpeckled fnake, and died in 12 hours. 
There are abundance of fnakes on this ifland, I have 
Yeen fome as thick as my leg, fays captain Rogers, 
and above three yards long. The fame morning the 
Morells went to the main a fecond time for money. 

Auguft I, the officers were cbofen to appraife the 
plunder, and made an end of the clothes the 3d in the 
'afternoon, which at a low rate amounted to 4001. and 
the filver plunder, confiding of fword hilts, fnuff-boxes, 
buckles, &c. at 4 s. 6 d. per piece of eight, amounted 
to 743 1. 15 s. befides 3 lb. 12 oz. of gold, in gold 
jphains, fnuff-boxes, ear-rings, &c. Next morning we 
had like to have had a mutiny among our men. The 
fleward told me they had lad night made an agree¬ 
ment, and he heard fdme of the ringleaders fay, that 
Sixty men had already dgned the paper. Being igno¬ 
rant what this confederacy meant, I fent for the chief 
officers into the cabin, fecured two of the mutineers, 
and foon after two more. He who wrote the paper,' 
we put in irons: by this time all hands were upon deck, 
and we got the paper from thofe that were in the cabin. 
The purport of i^ich was, not to take their plundei:, 
till they had judice done them, as they termed it. 
There being many concerned in this confpiracy, captain 
Dover and Fry defired I would difcharge thofe in 
'confinement, upon begging pardon, and promifing not 
to be guilty of thofe things again. On the 7th we gave 
the Morells their ihips and all the goods we could not 
carry, for wliat money our agents received of them, 
and agreed for the eifedts in the bark, and the arrears 
U 2 due 
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due for the ranfom of the town of Guiaquil, at 15,00a 
pieces of eight, which were brought in 12 days, when 
captain Cooke valued the money now on board for the 
ufe of the company, at 20,0001. 

Auguft 11 we failed, and as our Ihips were but thinly 
manned, and there was likely to be more afUon than 
fince we came into thefe feas; we mullered the negroeav 
on the 16th on board the Duke, and found them to be ' 
thirty-five ftrohg fellows, fit for fervice. When they 
were together, I told them, if they would behave 
bravely and ad faithfully, they fhould have their free¬ 
dom ; on this 52 of them engaged, and defired to be 
inflruded in the ufe of arms. Hereupon 1 made Mi¬ 
chael Kendall their leader. To confirm their contrad, 

I made them drink a dram all round to our good fuc- 
cefs, and gave them bays for cloaths. The next morn¬ 
ing we faw a fail, both the Dutchefs and we gave 
chace, and took her in an hour’s time. She was; a 
veffel of feventy tons, and had in her 24 negroes, men, 
women, and children. Now we flood over to the bay 
of Jecames, where the Indians are fre 6 , and, by the 
afijflance of a prieii, entered on trade with them, and 
eot provifions at an eafy rate. September i, we failed 
Kom hence, and on the 6th made one of the Galla- 
pagos iflands. The next day captain Dover and Mr. 
Glendall went afhore in the pinnaces. The Dutchefs 
pinnace returned very foon, laden with turtles. In the 
interim we came to an anchor about half a mile fron^ 
fhore. The 12th I fent to the Dutchefs, to know how 
they were docked with turtle, who fent word they had 
about 150. Some of the lareed of the lapd-turtles are 
100 pounds weight, and thofe of the fea 400. They 
are the uglieft creatures in nature. The fliell not un-¬ 
like the top of an old hackney coach, as black as jet. 
The legs and neck are long, and about the thicknefs of 
a man's wriil, they have clubbed feet like the elephant, 
with five thick nails on the fore-feet, and four behind; 
the head fmall, like a fnake, and they look old and 
black. When firll furprifed they fhrink their head, 
neck, and legs under the fhell. 

October 
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O£lobcr we made the main land of Mexico, which 
when captain Dampler faw, lie declafed it was in 
the neighoourhood of this place, he attacked the lelTer 
Manilla (hip iti the St. George. Here the men began 
to relapfe, and two of them fell down on the deck, 
but were recovered by being blobdcd. The next day 
we came to Cape Corientes, and now our chief bufi- 
nefs was to find the iflands named Tres Marias. i The 
next morniug we difcovered 2 illands, and on the 6th 
Xent lieutenant Fry afbore in the pinnace to feek for a 
good road, or conveniency for us to recruit; he xcm 
turning, told us, there was bad anchorage, no frefh 
water, nor any thing elfe but wood. We haled on the 
wind for the fecond ifland, which captain Dampier 
remembered he was at, when he failed with captain 
Swan, and found water; and as we wooded, watered, 
and got frelh provifions at thefe places, very little 
'known, X lhall defcribe them. Thefe iJ^ands, called 
'Tres Marias, Ue north weft in a row, about four 
leagues afunder; they are all high ground, and full of 
trees, in which are abundance of dilFerent kinds of 
jparrots, pigeons, and other birds, of which we killed 
numbers; alfo excellent hares, but Icfs than ours. 
We faw a vaft ^mantity of guanas, and fome raccoons.; 
the latter barked like a dog, and fnaded alfo, but were 
eaftly kept oft with a ftick. 

' . November i, we faw high land, which proved to 
be the point of California, called Cape St. Lucas. On 
the 16th the bark was fent to look for water bn the 
main, and returning next morning, they faid they 
had feen wild Indians, who paddled to them on bark- 
logs : they were ahaid to come near our people at 
but'at laft we prevailed upon them to accept a knife 
and fome bays, for which they gave us 2 bladders of 
water, a couple of live foxes, and a- deer-Udn. We 
difpatched the bark and boat a fecond time with trifles,, 
in hopes of getting fome refreftunent; and on the 
18th before lun-fet faw our bark near the Ihore; and 
having little wind (he drove moft part of the night 
to be near us. In the morning we lent our pinnace, 
tJ 3 and 
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and brought the men aboard, who told us, their new 
acquaintance were become very iamiliar, but they were / 
the pooreft wretches in nature. They came willingly 
aboard, to eat fome of our victuals, and, by iigns, in¬ 
vited oqr men aftiore j when they fwam to guide the 
bark-logs our men were on, there being too much fea 
to land out of the boat. When they were aftiore the 
Indians led each of our men betwixt 2 of them, to an 
old naked gentleman, with a deer-lkin fpread before 
him, on which they kneeled, our people doing fo too. 
Thefe who led our men took the 4 me care of them a 
quarter of a mile farther, thro’ a narrow paflage to thek 
huts, where they fat on the ground with thexn, and 
eat broiled fifli; then they brought famples of every 
thing they had, except their women, children, and 
arms, which are not (hewn to ftrangers. Their knives 
made of (hark’s teeth, and other curioftties, our men 
brought to me, which I preferved to ftiew what ftiifts 
may be made. On the 14th it was refolved, that the 
Marquis ftiould go into the harbour to refit, and on the 
21ft we bore away for the fame port, and at nine 
next morning the man at the mail head faw a fail about 
feven leagues off. We bore away after her immediate¬ 
ly, the Dutchefs did the like. About eight o’clock 
we began to engage her alone, when we came clofe 
aboard each other we gave her feveral broad ftdes,. and / 
plied her with fmall ftiot for about three glaftes, then 
me ftruck her colours three parts down, about this time 
the Dutchefs coming up, gave her five guns with a 
volley of fmall fhot and me fubmitted. This prize 
was called Noilra Seniora de la Incamacion Difenganio^ 
Sir John Pichberty commander; Ihe had 20 guns, 20 
patqreroes, and 193 men; whereof nine were killed, 
ten wounded, and feveral blown up with powder. 
On our fide, I was fliot thro’ the left cheek, and the 
bullet took away part of my jaw, fo that my teeth fell 
upon the deck; and one Powel, an Irifh landman, was 
flightly wounded in the buttock. We fentour pin¬ 
nace aboard for the officers, and having examined 
d)em, found there was another fhip come out of Ma- 
1 nilla^ 
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nilla, of fixty guns and a« many patereeoes; but they 
had loft her cbmpany above three months, and believ-, 
ed Ihe had reached Acapulco before this time. About 
four in the afternoon we came to ah anchor, and re^ 
ceived the compliments of the Marquis on bur unex- 
peded fuccefs. At eight in the evening we confulted 
on the two grand points 5 what fliould be done with 
the hoftages, and how to aft with refpeft to the other 
Manilla Ihip. As to the firft it was agreed, (that fince 
W€ had good reafon to believe the hoftages from Guia- 
quil, and the commander of the Manilla Ihip were 
men of honour, the latter being a French gentleman, 
and brother to the famous Mr.Du Cafs,) to make the 
beft terms we could with them, and give them their 
liberty. As to the other point we met with greater 
difficulty. I was delirous of going out with the 
Dutchefs to cruize for the other ftiip; but captain Court¬ 
ney was refoluteiy bent to go out with the Marquis, 
and that 1 ihould ftay in the harbour, which was much 
againft my will 5 fo he put ten of my beft hands on 
board the Duttffiefs. She ^nd the Marquis failed on 
Chriftmas-day. As foon as they were gone, we put 
part of the. goods on board the prize into the bark', 
in order to fend away our prifoners. The agreement 
made with them was, that as there were now 4000 
pieces of eight due for the ranfom of Guiaquil, they 
fhould have the bark and cargo for 2000 more, and 
we would t^e Monf. Pichbert’s bills, payable in Lon* 
don, for the whole 6obo. \ 

On Chriftmas-day we placed two centinels onth^ 
■top of a hill, with inftruftions, when they faw three 
fail of (hips in the offing, to make three wafts with 
their hands. On the z6th in the afternoon they made 
the iignal, and we got under fall at 7 o’clock. The 
chace had made (ighals to our (hip all the. day and 
night, taking us for. ^er confort, which we had in pof- 
feffion. In the morning, as foon as it was day, the 
wind veering, put our Ihip about, and the chace fired 
firft upon the Dutchefs. We kept as clofe aboard her as 
poffible, and fired as faft as poffible for four glalTes, then, 
■ - recelv- 
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^ceiving a (hot in our main mad, it was much 
difabled, fo we fell aftern in our birth along (ide, where 
the enemy threw a fire ball out of one of her tops upon 
onr quarter-deck, which blew up a cheft of arms, and 
cartouch boxes, all loaded, with feveral cartridges of" 
powdev in the fteerage; by which Mr. Vanbrugh, our 
agent, and a Dutc^an, ^ere miferably fcorched. 
Now captain Courtney and captain Cooke came aboard^ 
where we, confidering the condition of our three (hips, 
agreed to keep the enemy company till night, and then 
make the belt of our way into the harbour. We en^ 
gaged firlt and laft about feven hours, during all which 
time we had on board the Duke but eleven men wound¬ 
ed ; amongft whom, 1 was again hurt in my heel with a 
fplinter, w that I could not dand, but lay on my back 
In great mifery, part of my,heel-bone being (buck 
off, and my ankle cut half thro’; the lofs of blood 
weakened me very much before it could be dopped and 
dreffed. The Dutchefs had 2p men killed and wounds 
ed i one of the former, and three of the latter, were 
my men. The Marquis had none lulled, nor wound¬ 
ed, but two fcorched with powder. 

The enemy’s was a dout new (hip, and few of our 
V Ihot entered her (ide. She was called the Vigonia, of 6o 
guns, and as many patereroes, all brafs. They were 
the better provided for us, on hearing at Manilla, from 
the Englifh fetdements in India, that* two fmaU (hips 
were fitted out at Fridol to cruife in the South Seas; 
that captain Dampier was pilot. Tlius ended our at¬ 
tempt on the larged Manilla (hip, which was a great 
difappointment to us, and gave, no doubt, gre^ re¬ 
putation to them: tho’ perhaps, they were as much in¬ 
debted to our continual broils, as to their own condud 
and courage, of which we were made (cndb'le, when it 
was too late. 

January i, 1710, we returned into the harbour, re- 
folving to go as Toon as poffible to the Ead Indies, giv¬ 
ing our priioners the baik, with all necedaries fuffiaent 
for their voyage to Acapulco^ We employed ourfelves 
till the 7thin refitdng, wooding, and watering; and h 
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was with no fmall pleafure we ibund bread enough in 
the prize to lad us our long run tp Guam. After many 
debates, captain Courtney and his officers, with thofe 
on board the Marquis, wo^d compliment captain Dover 
with the command of the prize, as being a confiderable 
owner; but I, and my officers were againd it. Here¬ 
upon they framed a proted againd us, which was im¬ 
mediately anfwered oy a proted from me; and the 
council met again to endeavour an accommodation. Af¬ 
ter fome farther debate, they voted Mr. Fry^and Mr. 
Stretton to a6l in equal pods, and to take the charge of 
navigating the ffiip, tho’ under captain Dover; and 
that we mould put men aboard her, the Dutcheis 
25, and the Marqius 13, which, with the Manilla 
Indians, and other prifoners we had left, made her 
hands no. The majority being againd me, 1 wat 
obliged to comply. Thus the aJfair ended, we 
drai^ to our fafe arrival in England; and then appoint¬ 
ed the place of rendezvous to be Cuan^, in cafe of 
Reparation. 

Before 1 quit America, fays Mr. Rogers, it may 
not be amifs to give the reader an account of what I 
was eye-witnefs to, with refpedt to California. The 
Spaniards pretend, that fome of their people, have 
failed as far betwixt this place and the main as 42 deg. 
north latitude; but this account cannot be depended 
upon, and I rather chufe to believe it joins to the con^ 
tinenc. What I can fay of it to my own knowledge, iS| 
that the land which we faw for the major part is moun^ 
tainous, barren, and fandy; bearing nothing but a few 
fhrubs and bufhes, which produce fruib and berries of 
feveral forts. Our men, who went to view the country 
above i j leagues to the north, fay it was covered with 
high trees. The bay in which we rode, had but in¬ 
different anchoring in deep water; yet, during the time 
we llaidj the air was ferehe and healthful. The na¬ 
tives we faw here were about 390, flrait, tall, with 
large limbs, and a very black complexion; their hair 
black, hanging down to their thighs. The women 
had a covering over their privities,, but themen werq 
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ftark naked, and all we faw were old and wrinkled. 
They deemed to fancy nothing we had hut knives and 
edge tools, and yet were fo noneil, as not to meddle 
widi thofe of our coopers or carpenters, if they were- 
left alhore all night. We faw nothing like European 
goods or Btenhls among them of any kind; their huts 
were low and not covered enough to keep out rain. 
Th^ had no gardens, nor any provHions, whidi made 
tis conclude they had no fixed habitations here; and 
that diSs was their feafon for fifhing ; iho’ we faw nei¬ 
ther nets nor hooks. Some of our people told me, they 
faw one of ’em dive with a wooden inllrument, and 
while he was under water put up his ftriker with a fifh, 
which was taken off by another, who attended him on 
a bark-l<^. Inftead of bread, they ufe a litde black 
feed, which they bruife with ftones, and eat by hand- 
tttis. Our men thickned fome of their broth with it, 
and f^d it had thetaftc of coffee. They have fome 
roots, and V2u4oUs forts of fruits, unknown to us in 
England; but jwe few no extraotdinary birds here. 
ThS entrance into the harbour is cafil)r known by four 
high rocks, which appear like the Needles off the 
©nVight. 

January la, we took our departure from Cape St 
Lucas, with little or no refrdhments; fo that we were 
forced to allow but a ponpd and half of hour, and one 
fmall piece of meat, to five men in a mefs, with three 
pints of water a rtian for 24 hours. On the i6th, in 
our prize the Batchelor, was found a large quantity of 
bread and fweet meats, but very little nefh; of bread 
we had 1000 wei^t; the Dutenefs as much, and the 
Marquis coo. fpoke With the Dutchefs, and a- 
greed to lail W. S. W.' till we got into 13 degrees ^ 
and to keep the parallel till wfe reached die ifland of 
^am, where we anchored March 11, in the afternoon, 
in twelve fathom water, half a mile from fhore, near 
a Kttle village. The neceffity of our touching here 
was very great, having not provifion enough for 14 
days, at fhort allowance. As we were turning into the 
hnrbour, fcveral prOes came Off towards us, one of 
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)liem with Spaniih colours^ in which were two Spa^* 
niards: on ailariDg them we were friends they came a^^ 
board us, and foon after a meflage came from the gp^ 
vernor, to which we fcnt a very refpedful anfwer; 
he made us a generous offer of what the iflaad afforded.^ 
The day following an entertainment was provided om 
board the Batchelor for the Spanifh gentlemen, ta 
which 1 was carried, being unable to move myfelf;; 
there it was agreed, that a deputation fhould be fene 
fl'om every ihip to wait upon the governor^ with a pre*' 
fent for ms great civility. On the i6th our pinnace, 
with feveral oiEcers, went to the governor’s palace, 
who received them with great friendfhip, having 200' 
men drawn up in arms at their landing } and his officers, 
with the clergy of the ifland, to condufl them to hi» 
houfe, which was a very pretty feat. They were en* 
tertained with 60 difhes of various kinds, and the beft 
the ifland afforded. When they came away, each 
fired a volley of fmall arms. The prefents they car-* 
ried to the governor were, two negro-boys, drefled hi 
liveries, 20 yards of fcarlet ferge, and fix pieces of 
cambrick, with which he feemed well pleas’d. The 
next day we received 60 hogs, 99 fowls, 24 baikets of 
Indian com, and 800 cocoa-nuts, with fourteen bags 
of rice, and 44 bafkets of yams. On the 18th, there 
was an entertainment aboard, the Duke, at which were 
prefent moil of the officers, and four Spanifh gentler 
men from the governor. After this we got fome more 
cattle, which, tho’ fmall and lean, were to us very ac« 
ceptable; eat^ fhip had fourteen, and the next mom-* 
ing each fhip had two cows and calves more. Having 
now got our dividend, we fleered a weft by fbutE 
courfe, and made direftly to thC' fouth eaft of Minda^ 
nao, and from thence to Ternato. April 14 we faw 
&ree water-fpoutB. May 25, being in the latitude of 
the ifland Bouro, we dropped our former defign, and 
refolved to make for the ^-eights of Bouton, where, if 
ivc arrived fafely, we might get provifions enough to 
caxry us tp Batavia. In purfuance of this refoludon, 
we iiood away S* W. by Sw for them, fell ih witH 
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a parcel of iflands to the eaft of Bouton, then flood off 
Borth eaft from the land till next morning,' when we. 
fawi it ftretching from S. by £. to S. W. by S. about fix^ 
leagues diftant, and as we flood in, perceived ah open¬ 
ing between the iflands, with three lying athwart the 
•utlct. Upon this, I and the Dutchefs fent our pin¬ 
naces afhore, from whence they returned with fome 
cocoa-nuts, and told us they were Malayan inhabitants, 
who feemed friendly enough. Abundance of thefe 
people came off with cocoa-nuts, Indian-wheat, yapis, 
papas, potatoes, hens, and feveral kinds of birds, for 
which we gave cloaths, fciflars, knives, and other toys. 
Thefe two iflands arc ca led Cambava, and Wanfhut, 
lying in 5 deg. 13 min. fouth latitude; from whence 
we uiled the next day, and getting into the latitude of 
5 deg. 50 min. I, onTeeing land, called a council, in 
which it was agreed to ftand back, and make as little 
fail as poftible all night. Next morning the weather 
being clear, we made land vwy plain, which feemed 
very high, with fome iflands under it: but our misfor¬ 
tune was, we could find no ground that would hold 
our anchors. I fent out our boat to try farther, w'hich 
returned with fome of the Malayans on board ; but we 
could make no ufe of their intelligence for want of an 
interpreter. I fent to the Batchelor, who had one, 
but captain Dover refufed to let him come, tho’ he had 
no ufe for him. I fent a fecond time, that I might, if 
pofiible, find a good anchoring-place for the fhips, but 
could not keep the people, or perfuade them to go on 
board the Batchelor; tho’ at parting they made figns to 
us, and pointed to the northward which they called' 
Booroo. Our pilot, captain Dampier, faid he had 
formerly been thro’ thefe flreights, and remembered a 
town near the fouth part of them, where the kirg lived, 
but knew nothing of it now Upon this we agreed to 
fend him with Mr. Vanbrugh, and Mr. Connely, to 
wait upon his majefly, and folicit for a fupply of pro- 
vifions. . 

April 30, a proe came from the king, with a no- 
blemaa' aboacd,, who had neither-fhoes, nor ftockings 
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on, and a pilot to bring us up to the town. The ift 
queflion the Indian lord alked, was, “ How we durll 
% come to anchor there, without leave firft obtained of 
“ the king of Bouton ? ” He, however, brought each 
• commander a piece of Bouton ftriped cloth, a Dottle of 
arrack, fome rice in balkets, &c. as a prefent from the 
king, and a letter from the officers on ftiore, inform¬ 
ing us they were kindly received j that the town where 
the king lived was walled round, was very large, and had 
feveral great guns mounted on the Walls. We wooded 
and watered at the ifland Sampo, and feveral proes came 
off with Indian and Guiney com, fruits, and fome fowls. 
The people feemed very civil, but fold dearj yet our 
officers flaying much longer than was intended, we 
began to fufpe^l"^ they were detained. June 5, the 
Dutchefs’s pinnace came down with h^r. Connely, 
who told us there were four lafts of rice coming, which 
was bought of the king for 600 dollars, and that Mr. 
Vanbrugh was, detained for the payment of the money, 
which a great man came to receive. The next morn¬ 
ing it came, and was equally diflributed among the four 
Ihips. After this, provifions became cheaper. The 
town of Bouton is fituated at the fide of a hill, on the 
top of which, is a fort inclofed with a flone wall, and 
upon it are mounted guns and patereroes; in this fort 
lives the king and a confiderable number of people. 
The king has five wives, befides concubines, and four 
men calfed Pury Baffas, who carry large canes with 
lilver heads, to manage his affairs. His majefty wears 
a green gaufe fpangled over his long black hair, goes 
always bare footed and bare legged, and is fometimes 
clad like a Dutch fkipperj but when he appears in 
flate, has a calico gown over his fhort jacket. He is a 
great admirer of mufic, as are all his fubjedls. Their 
houfes are built upon polls. On the 17th, our pinnace 
returned with Mr. Vanbrugh, and all our men, and 
we began to unmoor our fhips. The next day w e 
made three iflands to the north of Zalayer. On the 
20th, our pinnaces came pp with a fmall velTel, bound 
for Macauar, a Dutch factory, and brought thema- 
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Her of her on board, who promifed to pilot us, not on¬ 
ly thro’ the ftreights of Zalayer, but alfo to Batavia, if 
we would keep it a fecret from the Dutch. About four . 
o’clock we entered the ftreight, fleering thro’ N. W. by 
W. then made the fouthermoll part of the Celebes. 
Next morning the pilot promifed to carry us along the 
channel, thro’ which the great Dutch fhips went to 
Batavia. On the 24th we ran thro’ the ifland Madura. 
On the 27th we made the high land of Cheribon, ^^ich 
bore fouth weft. Next day, about noon, we made the 
land, which was very low. In the afternoon we faw 
fhips in the road of Batavia, and got happily to an¬ 
chor juft after fun-fet, in five fathom water; the town 
bearing fouth by eaft and a mile and half diftant j and 
the ifle of Onruft bearing N. W. by N. diftant -tW'O 
leagues and a half. At this ifland the Dutch careen 
all their fhips, and have all conveniences necefTary for 
that purpofe, but we could not, at any rate, get leave 
of the government to repair thither; tho’ they allowed 
us to go to the little ifland Horn, which is near the o- 
ther, and inhabited by fifhermen. Here we fitted the 
Duke and Dutchefs, and returned again to Batavia 
road, where we rigged ; then fold the Marquis to 
captain Opie and captain Oldham, and diftribuied the 
officers and men among the other fhips, except one 
Dutchman, who ran away. The weather being ex¬ 
ceeding hot while we lay here, many officers and men 
fell ill, and I, made one of the number. The mafler 
of the Duke, the gunner of the Dutchefs, and feveral 
men died of the flux. A young man named John 
Read, belonging to the Dutchefs, venturing to fwim 
here, had both his legs fnapped off by a fhark, which, 
at a fecond bite, took off the bottom of his beUy; fo 
that he was dead before we could take him in. 

Odober 14, we failed from Batavia, and on the 
17th arrived at the watering-place on the main. On 
the 19th, we came to an anchor about a league to the 
weft ward of Java head, where we continued wooding 
and watering till the 28th. In the evening we fent a 
boat with feveral of our men to Pepper Bay, to buv 
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fowls and other provifions, for knives, and other tovs, 
which are more acceptable to them than money. We 
were in fome pain about them on account of their long 
ftay 5 but to our great fatisfadlion, they returned on the 
25th, with twelve doz. of fowls, fomc mangoes, &c. 
November 8, Mr. James Wafe, our chief furgeon, 

* died. And on the i8th of January, 1711, we arrived 
fafe in the harbour of the Cape. I was much againft 

• Haying to lofe time here; and on the ift of February, 
delivered my fentiments in writing to captains Courtney 
and Dover, with the reft of the committee; but the 
majority was againft any thing but going home with 
the Dutch fleet all together. April 6, in the afternoon, 
we all weighed, being fixteen Dutch, and nine En- 
glifhfhips; nothing material happening till the 23d cf 
July ; when we got fight of Holland, and came to an 
anchor. On the 24th, in the afternoon, I went up to 
Amfterdam. On the 26th we got down to the Te; el, 

• where we found our convoy. The 30th we weighed, 
Odober i, about 11 o'clock, we anchored in the Downs, 
and on the 14th got up to ErifF. 


CHAP. XIX. 

' The voyage of captain John Clipperion round the 
world. 

S OME merchants of London being of opinion, 
that we ftiould foon be engaged in a war with 
Spain, fitted out two flout (hips for the South Seas; 
one called the Succefs, of'36 guns and 180 men, 
captain Clipperton j the other the Speedwell, of 24 
guns and 106 men, captain Shelvocke. February 13, 
in the year 1719, they failed with a fair wind; but, 
with a very odd circumftance, which was this: the 
whole Hock of brandies, wines, and other liquors, 
for the fupply of both fliips, were ftill on board the 
Speedwell. On the icth they had frcfh gales, and in 
.X 2 the 
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the evening the Succefs was obliged to fliorten fail for 
her. Captain Shelvocke fays, that he this day canae 
under the lee of the Succefs, and made complaint to 
captain Clipperton of the cranknefs of his fhip, which, 
as he faid, was owing to his having too much weight 
aloft, therefore defired him to fend for his wfne and 
brandy, which would afford him an opportunity of 
ftriking down fome of his guns into the hold,, said 
enable him (captain Shelvocke) to fail much better. 
But this was neglected, and certainly a great omifSon 
in captain Clipperton. On the 19th a violent ftorm 
arofe, about ten at night. The gale encreafing, the 
Succefs made a fignal for the Speedwell to brine to, 
which captain Shelvocke readily obeyed, and Doth 
fbips lay naked all night. On the aoih, about nooj, 
the ftorm abated, and captain Clipperton made fail, 
fteering fouth by eaft,. but captain Shelvocke, purfuant 
to his own journal, bore away north weft, fo that by 
meer accident, they never faw each other .again till they 
met in the South Seas. 

Captain Clipperton, now out at fea, wa 5 very in¬ 
differently provided for, without his confort. The firfl 
place of rendezvous appointed, was the Canaries, 
&erefore he hurried thither ib expedidoufty, that lie 
reached them 00 the 5 th pf Marche and having taken 
in fome wine, for which he had occafion, he cruifed 
in that ftation ten days, and then having no hopes of 
feeing his confort, he continued his courle to the Cape 
Verde iflands, the next place of rendezvous; leaving 
Gometa on the i jth, in order to be early in his next 
.ftation. Thefe iflands are in alj feven. The great 
Canary is by much the largeft, and contains 9000 
inhabitants. There is a mountain on the Teneriff, cal¬ 
led the Pic of Teneriff, which is looked upon to be the 
higheft in the whole world, and may be feen at fixty 
leagues diftance. There is no getting to the top of it 
but in Jul^ and Auguft, all the reft of the year it is 
covered with (how. It is three days journey to the 
top, from whence yau may fee fixty leagues. 

The 
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The 21 ft, in the evening, he got fight of St. Vincent, 
and came to an anchor in the bay next morning; this 
was the next place of their meeting. He tarried here 
ten days, in hopes of meeting with his confort, but 
in vain. On the 29th of May, they found themfelves 
in 52 deg. 15 min. fouth latitude, being then off Cape 
Virgin Mary, the north point of the entrance of the 
Streights of MageUan. Going ftill higher, they came 
to queen Elizabeth's ifiand; here they lent their pinnace 
aftiore to a frefti water river, but at this time it was 
frozen up. They faw large flocks of ducks and geefe 
here, but they were very Ihy. They ftaid fome time 
at this ifiand, which is dry and barren: the onlv 
ufeful herb they found upon it was fmallage, whicn 
they eat raw, and boiled in their foups, and kept the 
juice of it in bottles: this, with what other greens they 
found, were of infinite fervice to them that were af- 
flidted with the fcurvy. June 22, they anchored in 
a fine bay, which from its depth, they named No* 
bottom Bay. The 29th came a canoe with four In¬ 
dians in it, viz. 2 men, a woman, and a boy. They 
were of a middle lize, of a dark complexion, round 
broad faces, black fhort lank hair, without cloaths, 
except a piece of fkin, to cover their middles. Whtt 
feemed moft worthy notice in them, was, a fort of 
a ring or ftreak round their* wrifts, of an azure, per* 
Tedlly beautiful. Captain Clipperton ordered them 
fome bread and cheefe, tho' it was very fcarce with 
us, of which they eat heartily, or rather greedily: 
then he oftered them a dram of brandy, the fmell 
of which proved to them difagreeable, and they 
would not be perfuaded to tafte it. Thefe favages are 
extremely jealous of their wives; for, notwithftanding 
all that we could fay to them, they would not permit 
the woman to come aboard. They brought us wild- 
ducks, and geefe, for which we gave them knives. 
July 6, they buried the mafter gunner afhore, under 
a treble .difeharge of their fmall arms. At the head 
of>his grave, they drove down a ftrong plank, on 
which were cut the following words: Mr. William 
X 3 Pridham, 
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pridbam* gmner of the Succefs, died July 7, 1719, 
in this Streight, and lies buried here. On 20th, 
captain Mitchell, and lieutenant Davifon, went to 
Terra del Fuego, or the fouth ftore, in order to dif- 
cover the paffage, thro’ which, it is faid, a French Tar¬ 
tan went in 1713, to feek for a good anchoring 

{ lace beyond Cape Quad. They returned on the 29th, 
aving found the palTage ; but it was fa narrow, they 
thought it very dangerous to go far that way j yet they 
found ftveral good bays to the north weft of Cape 
Quad to anchor in. Auguft i, captain Mitchell, with 
three more Officers, fet offi again in fearch of this new 
paftage, but after ftridl examination could not be con« 
vinc^ that it led into the South Sea; therefore they 
refolved to pafs thro’ the Streights, which, with much 
danger and difficulty they did, being the whole time 
at ihort allowance. On the 18th they came into the 
South Seas, but in fo weak a condition, it was impof? 
fible for them to attempt any thing immediately. Capr 
tain Clipperton refolvtng clofely to purfue. his inftrucv 
tions, fteered for the iftand of Juan Fernandez, where 
he came to an anchor on the 7th of September, where 
he fearched diligently in hopes of finding fome marks 
of the Speedwell’s having been here, as this was theit 
laft place of rendezvous; but all his enquiry proved 
fruitlefs. He therefore, purfuant to orders, deteraained 
to remain and cruife about the iftand fora nsionth ; then 
ordered an infeription to be cut in a remarkable tlec, 
fronting .the place where they landed, which was this 2 
captain John W. Magee, «719> This Mr. Magee was 
a lurgeon on board the Succefs, and Very well known 
to Mr. Shelvocke and all his fhip’s company. He then 
carried his fick men aftiore, and ui'ed all poftible 
means for their recovery; but found it very difficult to 
reftore the fick to health, or to keep .up tl^c ipirits of 
thofe who were well, without a drop of wine, brandy, 
or other ftrong liquor; being fo deje£led at the thoughts 
of not having a cordial. To pacify the (hip’s company, 
and hinder them from continually curfing captain Shel.* 
rockc, for running away with their liquors; captain 
1 Clipperton 
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Clipperton told them, he muft now cruifc alone, for 
it was his opinion, that the Speedwell was lod. One 
thing very extraordinary happened here, which was 
as follows; the agreeablenefs and fertility of this ifland, 
compared with the hazards and hardihips they were 
fare to meet with in the South Seas, determined four 
of captain Clipperton’s men to enter into a kheme to 
remain in fo valuable a country : they accordingly ran 
away from the ihip, and Bed to the mountains: but it 
being very inconvenient to lofe fo many good hands, 
especially at this time, the captain ufed all poBible 
means to recover them, but tone purpofe. At laft, 
the very day before the (hip was to leave the place, 
be Cent captain Mitchell, with other ofEcers, in the pin- 
9kace to the eaB part of the idand, to look for them, 
who had now been abfent fourteen days, where they 
found that two of them were already fecured by the 
goat'hunters. The prifooers coafeiied, that for the 
firft five days, they were hard put to it, and lived 
chiefiy on cabbages; but having by accident found 
fomc Bre one night, which was left by the goat>huntcrs^ 

. they afterwards drefled their meat, and Blled their bel¬ 
lies. Odober 7, they prepared to (ail, when captain 
Mitchell went afhore again in the long boat, to fet up 
a cro(s already prepared for the purpofe, and at the 
foot of it he buried a bottle, into which a letter waa 
put for captain Shelvocke, appointing another place of 
cendezvotts, &c. Odober §, in the morning, they 
weighed from the iiland Fernandez, and left the two 
men behind, who are to be conlidered as focceBbrs to 
goireraor Selkirk. From hence captain Clippwtow 
(foered north dll he was in the parallel of Lima, in* 
tending to do fomething in the weak ccmdkioi|be Was^ 
having loft thirty men from the time he paB^ the eqaa« 
tpr, to that of his leaving the iBand of juan Fernan* 
dez. HU men now growing a little uneafy in refpe^ 
of plunder, to clear up that point, he affixed the foU 
lowing paper to the main-maft, to which the whole 
ihip's company aifented. 

1, The 
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1. The man who firft fees a fail, proving a prize, 
to have five dollars for every ton flie meafures. 

2. Every man on board a prize found drunk, or in 
any indecent ad with a white or black woman, to be 
punilhed according to the nature of the offence. 

3. Every man, of whatfoever degree, concealing 
any money, or other thing, above the value of half a 
dollar, ihall forfeit his ihare of fuch prize, and 20 
dollars out of his fhare in the next that ihall be taken. 

Odober 25, being in the latitude of Lima, they faw 
a fail, gave chace, and took her. She was their firil 
prize, and no good omen of their future fuccefs, being 
a fnow of forty tons, laden with fand and rubbiih for 
Manure. All they could find in her worth any thing, 
was 2 jars of eggs, as much treacle, and z pieces of 
eight in ready money. The next day they met with 
a (hip called the St. Vincent, of 150 tons, laden with 
wood from Guiaquil; on board which were two riiers, 
fixteen Indians, and four negroes. The 30th the/ 
took a larger (hip, called the Trinity, of 400 tons, 
bound from Panama to Lima ; (he had been taken ten 
years before by captain Rogers, when he plundered 
Guiaquil. She had many paffeneers aboard, and goods 
of a coniiderable value. Noveimjer 2, they took ano¬ 
ther prize of 70 tons, on board which was the countefs 
of Laguna, many other paifengers, and a good fum 
of money, with 400 jars of wine and brandy, very- 
much wanted. Captain Clipperton alked the lady if 
ffie pleafed to remain aboard the prize, or to accept 
of fuch accommodations as he could provide for her 
in the Succefs. She chofe the former, and the captain 
fent an officer of marines with a guard to proted her, 
and ffri^orders, that they ihould let nobody enter the 
cabin, but her own domeffics. On the 12th, they difco- 
vered a London-built pink, at fomediffance, of aoo tons, 
bound from Panama to Lima with wood, of no ufe 
to them; but the captain kept her alfo. Her name 
was Rofario, and the matter being a very artful fellow, 
foon faw captain Clipperton’s error; readily gueifed 
from the number of prizes he had taken, that he could 
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not fend many men on board his fhip, and refolved to 
make an advantage of the miftake. Having about 
a dozen pafTengers aboard; he dire^lcd them to hide 
themfelves in the hold, under the command of a French 
boatfwain, with orders, on his making a fignal, to 
feize all the EngliOi that came down, while he with 
the (hip’s crew would take care of the reft. As foon 
as the (hip (buck, captain Clipperton fent lieutenant 
Setjeantibn, with eight men, to take poiTehion; who as 
foon as he came aboard, ordered all that Teemed to him 
to be Teamen, Indians and negroes, into the great cabin, 
and placed a centinel at the door. The men now ima¬ 
gining all things Tecure, went down into the hold to Tee 
what wc^ in the (liip; upon which, the paftengers that 
were concealed Tallied put, and knocked moft of them 
down; at the Tame time, the French boatTwain came be¬ 
hind Mr. SerjeantTon, knocked him down alTo,and then 
ordered them to be all bound : during this, the Spaniards 
in the great cabin fecured the centinel. The ihip being 
now recovered, the captain refolved to get a^re at 
all events, accordingly run his (hip againft the rocks, 
putting his own life, with the lives of ail his company, 
in the utmoft danger I then commanded all the Ei^lifti- 
men to be unbound, and by good luck, every foul 
fafe alhore. This done, he fent Mr. ^rjeantfon with 
all his men to Lima. The viceroy of Peru, was no 
fooner informed of this gallant action, than he ordered 
a new (hip to be built at Guiaquil for the captain, to 
enooufage others to behave in the fame manner. When 
the priToners arrived at Lima they were ftriftly exa¬ 
mined, and one of them divulged every particul^*, 
how a men were left at Juan Fernandez, and a botde 
with a letter in It ft>r the Speedwell, &c. Upon this 
conieffion, a fmall (hip was imnacdiately fent Tor die 
z men and the bottle. On the 20th, as Toon as captain 
Clipperton found his laft.prize was retaken, he Iwgan 
to confidcr what was htteft now to be done to prevent 
the ill efte^, which might- be reafonably apprehended 
from her crew's getting fafe aihore. The next morn¬ 
ing, therefore, he pru^^ntly determined to Tet all Ids 
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Spaniih prifoners at liberty, not only to favc provifions, 
but to make their good ufagc more fpecdily known. 
On the 24th, they took another prize, named the Ca- 
jetan, of 200 tons, laden with wood from Panama to 
Lima. She had 40 negroes, and 30 Spaniards on board, 
moftly paflengers. On the 27th they, with all their 
prizes, anchored at the iilana La Plata, where the 
captain began to confider how to difpofe of his goods to 
the bed advantage for his owners. He knew all the 
coaft was alarmed, and that two men of war, one of 
CO, and another of 30 guns, were fitted out to take 
him, and that the goods would not be ranfomed in this 
part of the world, therefore, purfuant to captain 
Kogers’s propofal formerly, he reiolved to fend a car- 

g o of them to Brafil. Accordingly he fitted out the 
ark, in which he took the countefs of Laguna; 
mounted her with eight guns, put on board thirteen 
Engliflimen and ten negroes, with all the provifions 
and necefiaries he could fpare, and called her the 
Chickly. In this vefifel he put a cargo of European 
goods, to the value of 10,000 pounds. On the 27th 
me failed for Brafil, under the command of captain 
Mitchell. As foon ^ (he was gone, captain Clipper- 
ton refolving to get (hut of his other prizes, prefented 
them both to the Spaniards, after taking out what he 
thought valuable, keeping only the captain of one of 
them for his pilot. December 12, they faw a fail, 
and took her; (he was called the Rofario, or Rofary, 
bound from Cherippe to Panama, laden writh provifions: 
Having taken as much of thefe as they could well 
ftow> they cut her main-maft by the board, and let her 
go. Thefe prifoners informed the captain, that his 
men, who were taken by the Spaniards, were fent by 
land to Lima. The 17th, they came to an anchor in 
Guanchaco bay, where they found two (hips, and 
fired a (hot at each, but had no return. Sending on 
board, they found them both abandoned, and all the 
lading taking out, except a little bread, and a few jars 
of water. They hung out a flag of truce, and fired a 
gun in hopes fome body would come to ranfoxn them, 

and 


Digitized by Google 



1720. Captain John Clipper ton. 237 

and remained there till the next day; but finding it 
in vain to wait any longer, they fct the Spanilh fhips on 
fire: after which, they refolved to bear away to the 
Gallapagos Iflands for proviiions, and, towards the 
latter end of the year, pat their dehgn in execution. 

January 9, 1720, they anchored on the north fide of 
the Duke of York's iQand, immediately under the 
cquinoflial, where they fotHid good water, careened 
tlmir fhips, and after ten days failed to the northward. 
This intirely juflihes captain Cowley, who has been 
accufed by later writers of giving a fanciful account of 
tbefe iflands. On the 21ft they made a fail, which 
flruck, on their firing the firft gun. She proved to be 
the Prince Eugene, bound for Panama, and had on 
board the Marquifs de Villa Roche, with all his family. 
This was the very fhip, in which captain Cllpperton 
was taken in his lafl voyage to thefe parts; and tho' he 
was ill ufed by this Marquis, who now was his prifo- 
ner; he treat^ him with all imaginable civility. Fe¬ 
bruary 26, a Spaniard dying of a wound he had receiv¬ 
ed at the taking this vefTel, the Marquis defired they 
might bury him in their own way, which was granted, 
and performed thus: the corps was got ready and laid 
on a grating, with a large bag of ballaft faflned to his 
feet, over which the office for the dead was performed; 
then it was thrown over-board, the Spaniards crying 
out. Bon Viage, that is, a good voyage: but what is 
mod remarkable; the body continued Boating as far as 
they could fee it, which the Marquifs concluded was 
an ill omen. March 8, the pried and boatfwain of 
this prize, afked leave to go amore on the ifland Velas, 
which was allowed; on condition they would prevail 
with the inhabitants, to drive fome cattle towards them; 
they returned on the 16th with four head of cattle, 
fome fowls, and fome fruit, as a prefent to the Mar¬ 
quifs from the governor; who declared he would not 
permit them to trade. They told him alfo, that cap¬ 
tain Mitchell had been afhore there, and fhot fome 
cattle, but 200 armed men appearing, he was forced to 
retire, which feemed more probable, they having lined 
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and cloaths which belonged to captain Michell’s men in 
their hands. The following day fome letters from the 
Marquis were intercepted^ litde fuitable to that ho- 
hour, to which the Spaniih nobility pretend. He en« 
deavouied to perfuade the people, to furprife their men, 
and take oif the boat when they came a&ore for water. 
Upon this, the captain confined him for a few days; 
yet, on the 20th, he allowed the Marquifs and his lady 
to go aihore, on leaving their child for a hoftage. They 
foon returned with the governor; an agreement was 
made for their ranfom, and the Marquifs only was to 
remain as an hollage. The prize hereupon was foon 
delivered to the captain. In all thefe tranfaftions 
captain Clipperton was impofcd upon; for the noble¬ 
man bafely forfeited his word, which provoked the 
crew to murmur againft the captain for trulHng him. 
April 20, they came to an anchor in the gulph of 
Amapala, where, not being able to water, they pro¬ 
ceeded to the ifland of Tygers, where they got it with 
eaXe. June^, they failed to Gorgona, and took ano¬ 
ther prize on the 24tb, which proved the St. Vincent, 
that they had taken once before. She was now laden 
with timber and cocoa nutt. Auguft 11, they anchored, 
with their prize, at the ifland of Lobos de la Mar^ 
where they cleaned their own fltip, and took what was 
valuable out of the other. 

While they lay here, murmurings and heart-burn¬ 
ings arofe among the fhip’s company. At length a plot 
was formed to feize the captain, with all the other 
officers, and run away w'ith the fliip. However, this 
wicked defign was difeovered on die 6th of September, 
when two of the ring-leaders were fcvcrcly punifhed ; 
but all the rell par£)n'd. On the 17th, they took a 
fifliing boat, with a large quantity of fait fifh well 
cured: but found the St. Vincent, which they left at 
anchor near the ifle of Lobos, was funk: hereupon 
thev put 38 Spanifli priibners on board the fiftiing boat, 
and fent them away. November i, thev came into the 
bay of Conception, and from thence bore away for 
Coquunbo, and took a fliip laden with tobacco, uigar, 
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and cloth, in their paiTage. The 6th, in the evening, 
they opened that harbour, and faw there three men of 
war. The Succefs, as foon as Ihc efpied them, haled 
clofe on a wind, and the prize did the like; upon 
which the Spanilh man of war that failed bcft, gave 
them chace, and took the prize, in which they loft 
their 3d lieutenant, Mr. Milne, with twelve men. The 
captain of the Spanifli man of war, who took her, 
was the famous Don Bias de LelTo, who was governor ■ 
of Cathagena, when it was attacked by admiral Vernon. 
Don Bias, finding he had only retaken a Spanifh prize, 
and miffed the Englifti privateer, was highly enraged, 
and ftruck Mr. Milne over the head, when he firft 
came aboard, with the flat part of his fword ; but when 
his paffion was over, he fent for him up, and, on fee¬ 
ing him ftripped by his men, ordered him a new fuit 
of cloaths, afked his pardon, and kept him on board 
his Ihip for fome time. He afterwards procured his 
Hberty, paid his paffage to Panama, gave him a jar of 
brandy, another of wine for his fea ftores, put 200 
pieces of eight in his pocket, and fent him to England. 
On the 16th they faw another fail, and gave chace, 
which after a few guns exchanged on both fides, flieer- 
cd off; this was a fecond lucky efcape; fhe being a 
fhip of force, fitted out to take captain Shelvocke. 
Thefe fuccefiive difappointments damped the fpirits of 
the crew, and had an ill effed upon captain Clipper ton, 
who mow took to drinking; and as this vice ufually 
grows upon unfortunate people, he was very feldom 
fober. 

In this deplorable condition they refolved to cruife to 
the northward, not fo much for the fake of plunder, as 
provifions; but met with very bad fortune. On the 
17th, being in fight of St. Helena, they refolved to 
fet the Spanifli prifoncrs afliore, which were taken in 
their laft prize ; and to go once more to the Gallapa- 
gos, to refrefli quietly, and raife the people’s fpirits, 
December 4, they loft Mr. Fairman, their purfer, and 
the fame day made the Gallapagos iflands, in the 
latitude of 36 deg. north, but could difcover no an- 
Y choring; 
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choring; To, unwilling to lofe more time, they ftood 
away the iAand of Cocoas, and on the 17th had the 
good fortune to make it, being about nine leagues di- 
ftant to the north weft. This was a great comfort to 
' them, as their men daily fell lick. On the 18th, they 
•all went alhore as could be fpared from the Ihip, with 
intention to ered a booth for the reception of their in¬ 
valids, who, as foon as it was finilhed, were all car¬ 
ried thither. The Marquis of Villa Roche alfo went 
alhore. Here they found plenty of filh, fowl, eggs, 
cocoa-nuts, and other refrelhments. Here alfo the 
captain tapped the laft hoglhead of brandy for the ufe 
of the Ihip's company, and allowed every man a dram 
every day. On New-year’s-day he gave a gallon of 
ilrong beer to every mefs; and, by having fuch plenty 
of good proviftons, the fick began to grow better, and 
were foon able to wood and water, tho’ with fome dif¬ 
ficulty, on account of a great fwdl conftantly coming 
in from the north. 

January 17, 1721, the captain prepared for failing; 
but copid not get his people aboard before the 20th, 
and then three Englimmen and eight negroes were 
mining. It is difficult to conceive what fhould induce 
the former to hazard themfelvcs in a place fo little fre¬ 
quented by (hips, and fo far diftant from the continent; 
but, it muft be attributed to their dread of future dan¬ 
gers and fatigues; or probably, to fome promifes, 
which the Marquis had made of fending a ihip to bring 
them off when he got his liberty; but we have reafon 
to doubt this was never performed. On the 25th they 
arrived on the coaft of Mexico, and on feeing a fail 
fent their pinnace to give chace; to whom Ihe ftruck. 
On the return of the pinnace, they were furprifcdto 
hear this was a Spanilh Ihip called the Jefu Maria, now 
in the hands of captain Shelvocke, who himfelf com¬ 
manded her, and the account he fent by her was this; 
that he had no more than forty of his men aboard, the 
reft being all dead; that he loft the Speedwell at Fer¬ 
nandez, where he ftaid five months, and built a bark 
out of the Speedwell’s wreck, with which they put to 
1 fea. 
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fea, and coafted along Chili and Peru, till they came to 
Pifeo, near Lima, where they met with this prize, the 
very fliip they looked after. On the 27th captain Shcl- 
vocke put out St. George's colours, and fired three guns, 
for a fignal to fpeak with them; when the Succefs 
lay to for his boat, which brought a letter to captain 
Clipperton, who inftantly fent back for the purfer, to 
be examined with refpeft to their adlions on the coaft 
of Brafil and elfewhere, They fent away the boat, but 
kept Mr. Hcndric the purfer, who gave but a lame ac¬ 
count of the treafure for the owners. At eight captain 
Shelvocke came aboard, being fent for by captain 
Clipperton and his agent. The boat alfo brought Mr. 
Dod, their lieutenant of marines, to flay in the Succefs ; 
who afferted that he had been ufed ill, for efpoufing the 
owners intereft, which captain Clipperton and his 
officers firmly believed. The enfuing day captain 
Shelvocke fent them on board fix chefts of pitch and 
dammer, two barrels of tar, and fix llabs of copper. 
Captain Clipperton fumifhed him with 24 quarter-deck 
guns, fome large (hot, and a compafs; but Mr. Henr 
dric and Mr. Dod (laid on board ^e Succefs, who fiill 
keeping to die northward, faw captain Shelvocke feve- 
ral times. On the i6th they made a fail, which prov- 
in^ to be him, they brought to, and captdn Shelvocke 
with his officers came on board, where, in a general 
council, it was agreed to attempt the Manilla (hip 
jointly, if they could meet with her, and if it (hould 
happen to be the biggell to run her on board at once. 
Accordingly they cruifed for her; and on the ijth 
captain Clipperton held another confultation, in which 
frelh propolals were agreed upon, fign’d, and fpnt to 
captain Shelvocke, fetting forth, that if he, and his 
crew, would refund all the money (hared among them- 
felves, and put it into the common (lock, then both 
companies (hould unite, and continue to cruife for the 
Acapulco, (hip. This propofal was but coldly received 
by captain Shelvocke’s people, who were not willing to 
part with what they had already got, and therefore re¬ 
turned no anfwer. Hereupon captain CHpperton, and 
y 2 his 
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his people, rcfolved to manage their own affairs as well 
as they could, and without lofs of time to proceed to 
the £afi Indies. In order to this, without confulting 
captain Shelvocke any more, they concluded to leave 
the South Seas, and make the beft of their way to the 
ifland of Guam, which they performed in 53 days. In 
this pafTage they loft fix people, and all the reft were 
fick and feeble. May 13, tliey anchored in the road, 
and lent their pinnace afhore with a flag of truce, to get 
provifions; but the people fent no anfwer, only, that 
without the governor’s confent they could not trade 
with them. Applications were readily made to him for 
that purpofe, which had now a favourable reception. 
Mr. Godfrey, one of the agents for the owners, went 
up to Umatta, where the governor refided; and on the 
16th came back in one of their proes, intimating, that 
if they behaved civilly, and honeftly, they ftiould have 
provifions. Soon after, their own launch arrived, and 
brought on board cattle, fruit, fugar, brandy, greens, 
and bread j and on the 17th the governor fent them a 
preVent of palm* wine and brandy, with fome chocolate: 
but this was the laft ad of civility that pafled between 
them. 

May 18, their prifoner the Marquis de Villa Roche 
went alhore, in company with the agent, the lieutenant 
and dodor, having agreed with the governor for his 
ranfom. Our launch was buiied for near a week, in 
fetching wood, water, and provifions aboard, during 
which time, the governor defired fome arms and ammu¬ 
nition in exchange. Hereupon, captain Clipper ton 
fent hiiri a dozen fufees, 3 jars of powder, fixty round 
fliot, four pair of piftols, with cutlalTes, long fwords, 
and daggers. The 26th they received a letter, in 
which the governor demanded all the Marquis’s jewels, 
fome confecrated plate, and two negroes, befides fome 
fubjeds of the king of Spain; alfo a certificate fign’d by 
the captain and his officers, that peace was proclaimed, 
keeping Mr. Godfrey and Mr. Pritty till this was done. 
The captain fent a letter with a certificate, that the 
captain of their laft prize told them that there was a 

peace 
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peace between Spain and England, but withal, af* 
lured the governor, that if he did not fend die ran- 
fom, with the two gend^en, in twenty-four houn, 
he would lay all the houfes on the fhore in ruins, 
burn the fhip in the hsu-bour, and do all the inif- 
chief he was able on the Philippine iflands. Soon 
after the governor, by another letter, defired more am¬ 
munition, which the captain refufed, and without flay¬ 
ing for any anfwer, fent the pinnace a-head to found, 
and made all the hafte he could to the fhip in the har¬ 
bour. V During this fham treaty the people raifed a 
battery, and b^ah to fire at their pinnace, which be¬ 
ing returned, taught them to know, that the channel 
they found was within pifiol (hot of the (hore. About 
fix in the afternoon, making up to the fhip, they ran a- 
ground. At nine they got foul of the rocks, and were 
forced to cut away two anchors, in getting the fhip off; 
while the enemy, from a new battery ereded on a hill, 
fired upon them continually with ftones and fhot, where¬ 
by their hull and rigging fuffered extremely. They 
alfo lofl their firil lieutenant Mr. Davifon, and had three 
men wounded. In this emergency, the captain, over¬ 
come with liquor, was in no wife capable of command¬ 
ing the fhip 5 the officers refolving to get clear of the 
^nemy, figned a paper to indemnify Mr. Cooke, if 
he would take upon him the command, who with 
much difficulty got the fliip afloat, after having flood a 
fair mark for the enemy to fire at no lefs than 50 hours; 
in which time they \o&. both their bow anchors and 
cables, the ftern and kedge anchors, four hawfers, 
four of the lower-deck* guns, and ninteen barrels of 
powder; had four men killed, and fix wounded. At 
ten in the afternoon they began to fplice their rigging, 
not a rope having efcaped a fhot; while the carpenters 
worked all night to flop the holes in the bottom, &c* 
Next day, at feven in the morning, they flowed their 
guns in the holdbar in the ports, hoifted in their launch 
and pinnace, and at noon fleered away weft, being 
under great concern for Mr. Godfrey and Mr. Pritty, 
»ot knowing how they might be nfed. At fix in the 
' ¥3 after- 
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afcernocm the ifland of Guam bore eaft feven leagues^ 
from whence they took their departure, 13 deg. 20 
min. north latitude, allowing half a point north eait va> 
nation, proceeding to China. 

They now entered upon a very dangerous voyage, 
and on the 23d of June, after ftrid examination, 
founds their (hip in a very bad condition. The 24th, 
they got fight of the Balhee idands, and on the 31ft 
faw the ifland (holes of Prata: July i, they fell in 
with other idands, and found feveral (i(hing boats, tho' 
no fuch are mentioned in any charts ; fo being unable 
to form any judgment of their true courfe, tliey an¬ 
chored under one of them, and fent their pinnace 
for intelligence how Macao bore from them. The pin¬ 
nace returned the next day, and brought with them 
three Chinefe Tailors. All they could learn from them, 
not underflanding their language, was, that Canton lay 
to the fouth wed ; thus not being able to get a pilot, 
they refolved to fail for Amoy. Here they Taw abun* 
dance of Tnakes, which were brought down by the 
rivers that empty themfelves on that coad. The en¬ 
trance of the port of Amoy is very remarkable, having 
a high mountain, and on the top of it a tower, which 
is to be Teen 20 leagues off at Tea, and a little idand lies 
immediately before the bay. July 6, they were highly 
pleafed to find themfelves once more in a place where 
they might hope for refrefhments, and be in a condition 
to repair their (hip. 

They no Tooner anchored, than they were viTited by 
ten cuflom-houTe officers ; the cudoms being under the 
diredion of a Tingle Mandarin, called the hoppo. The 
fird thing they demanded, was, what the (hip was re¬ 
puted to be, and what buTinefs (he had there. Captain 
Clipperton anfwered, that the (hip belonged to the 
king of Great Britain, and was drove in by drefs 
of weather, in order to procure proviTions, and other 
necefl'aries Their next demand was, an exad account 
of their men and guns, their cargo, and the time they 
intended to day ; all which they put down in writing, 
and went away. The next morning the men mutinied. 
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and infilled the captain Ihould pay them their prize 
money that inftant, becaufe they were fully convinced 
the Succefs was not in a condition to put to fea again ; 
fo that here was now an end of all regular proceedings. 
The people brought aboard a good quantity of rice, 
with lome cattle, fowls, wood, and water, for which 
they were paid. On the 12th the officer^ went to wait 
on the hoppo, who treated them civilly, gave them 
leave to anchor in the harbour, and Hay there till 
morning, for which he demanded and received a 
very large compenfation, under the term of port 
charges, amounting to 400 1 . llerling. After this, 
all things fell into confufion; the men would not 
work till they were paid their prize money; and to 
Ihew they had no more regard for the credit of their 
own country, than refpe^l for their officer, they ap¬ 
plied to the chief Mandarin of the town, whom the 
Chinefe call Hihung, and begged, he would do them 
juftice againft their captain. He immediately fum- 
moned Mr. Clipperton before him, to fhew caufe why 
he refufed to give his men fatisfadlion. The captain 
produced the articles, fetting forth that they were not 
to have any fhare of the prize money till they came to 
London; but captain Cooke, for fo he was now called, 
gave another account of the cafe in favour of the men. 
This evidence caufed a guard of foldiers to be fent 
aboard, and a peremptory order to the captain to fettle 
the fhares immediately, ^nd pay the men j with which 
he was obliged to comply. 

Septemb^ 16 this dividend was made, purfuant to 
the Mandarin’s order, and without allowing any thing 
for thofe who were taken prifoners, the affigns of the 
deceafed, or the 2 gentlemen who came aboard from 
the Speedwell, the account Hood as follows. 

dollars. 


The lharc of money and plate — — — 280 

The (hare of gold — — — — — — 100 
The Ihare of jewels — — — — — — 

The total of a foremaft man’s dividend — —- 419 


Which, 
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Which, at 4s. 8d. a dollar, make? 

Engliih money — — — — S 

Accordijig to this diftribution, the cap- o 
tain's (hare was — — — — J 

The fecond captain — — — — 

The captain of marines, lieutenants of? 
the Ihip, and furgeons — — — 3 


1721. 

1. s. d. 
97 JS 4 
1466 10 o 

733 *5 ^ 
488 16 8 


But, notvvithftanding captain Cooke, and his adherents, 
had the good luck to carry their point, yet captain 
Clippcrton’s defence, had fo much weight with the 
principal Mandarin, that, before he obliged him to 
pay their lhares, he ordered one half of the cargo to 
be fccured for the owners, which amounted to near 
70001. (lerling, and was caufed immediately to be put 
on board a Portuguefe Eaft Indiaman, called the Queen 
of Angels, Don Francifcola Vero commander; which 
fhip was unfortunately burnt near the coafl of Brafil 
June 6, 1722 ; fo that the owners received, no more of 
thefe efFeds, the charges of falvage deduded, than 
1800I. The reader will readily oblerve, that there is 
an odd mixture of jultice and violence in the condudl 
of the Chinefe Mandarin, with refped to captain 
Clipperton and his people; for this reafon I prefume, 
it will not be unacceptable to him, to be informed, that 
the chief Mandarins, and all the people of Amoy, 
have, for fome ages paft, amongft their own country¬ 
men, who certainly know them beft, acqi^ired to their 
port the epithet of Hiamuin Booz, that is, Amoy the 
knavilh. The hihermen on the coafl (hake their heads, 
and pronounce thefe words with an emphafis, when 
they meet with an European (hip bound for that port. 

On the 30th of September they left the bay of Amoy, 
in order to make fail to Macao, in the road of which 
they anchored Odober 4. As foon as the Succefs en¬ 
tered this port, they faluted the fortrefs. I'he compli¬ 
ment being returned,the CiU)tain went afhore, and finding 
in the place the captain of the Portuguefe m? n of war, 
that undertook to carry what belonged to the owners 

to 
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to Braiil; he abfolutely declared in favour of the com¬ 
mander ; therefore Mr. Cooke, and another gentleman, 

J )ropofe<i going to Canton, to confult Mr. Winder, the 
bn of one of uie proprietors, about what courfe (honld 
be taken, with regard to the Succefs, in carrying her 
home. On their return, the fhip was furveyed, and fold 
for 4000 dollars, which was little more than half what 
fhe was worth; but for this captain Clipperton was not 
in the leaft to blame: however, to Ihew, that he ft ill 
pcrlifted in his former opinion, he agreed with the 
perfons who had purchafed her, for his paflage in her 
to Batavia ; from whence he procured a paft'age home 
in a Dutch Eaft India fhip, and arrived in the begin¬ 
ning of June 1722 at Galway in Ireland; where hd 
died, with a broken heart, about a week after his arrival, 
with his own family, that was left during this voyage 
in that kingdom. The reft of the fhip's company 
returned as opportunity offered; but, as to captain 
Mitchell, who was fent to Brafil with a fmall crew ; 
he was never more heard off, and either went to the 
bottom, fell into the hands of the Spaniards, or, what 
is ftill more probable, was deftroyed on the ifland of 
Velas, where he went alhore for provifions. 


C H A P. XX. 

Captain George Shelvocke*s voyage round the worldy 
from his own account* 

H aving, in the former voyage, fet forth the 
burden and force of this gentleman’s veflel, and 
alfo the names of his principal officers; there needs no 
more to be faid on that head. February 13,171^, we 
failed, fays captain Shelvocke, from Plymouth, in the 
Speedwell, in company with the Succefs, captain 
Clipperton ; but kept together no longer than the 19th, 
when, between nine and ten at night, a violent ftorm 
of wind came from the north weft, which obliged us to 

take 
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take in our topfalls. The ilorm encreafing, and we 
being fore prefled» I haled up my forefail under the lee 
of the Succefs ; hereupon the Succefs made a flgnal for 
bringing to ; but we were not able to fuffer one knot 
of canvas all night. ^About midnight, a fea drove in 
one of our quarters, alfo one of our flern dead lights, 
and we took in great quantities of water before we 
could flop them, being in continual danger#of foun¬ 
dering. We could neither get the fhip before the wind, 
nor work the jpumps upon deck, and having a fuccef- 
£op of prodigious leas, none could fland on their legs. 
Under thefe melancholy circumflances, the only thing 
we could have recourfe to, was the chain*pump, by 
which, and the hand of providence, we were delivered 
from impending deftrudion. On the 20th, we loft 
fight of the Succefs, nor could we fee any other veflel, 
fo we fet our fails double-reefed, and flood to the north 
weft. In the morning our helm-coat was waflied away, 
and we did not fecure it a^n without great difiicul^. 
The fhip's company was fo terrified at Sds ftcmn, 
they determined to bear away fi>r England. I endea* 
voured to appeafe them by ceafon* and good words ^ 
but in fpite of all I could fay, th^ perSfted in their 
refolutiqn. At length, having recourfe to my officers, 
they came upon garter deck, well armed, and 
ing refolute, the Ipirits of the mutineers were damped, 
and they all returned to their duty 5 eiicept two or three 
ftubborn fellows, whom I* Cent to the geers ; but the 
crew interpofing, and they promifing to amend their 
condudl for the Future, obtained their pardon. 

We now made the bed of our way to the Canaries, 
which was the firfl place of rendezvous, met feyc- 
yal fhips in our paflage, and ftriftly enquired after 
our confort, but could hear nothing of her. March 17, 
we arrived at the Canaries, cruifed there the time 
appointed by our inilru^ions, and took a fmall prize of 
fixteen tons, with fome fait, and a little wine on board. 
The next place I thought of going to was the Cape 
Verde iflands, in hopes we might, amongft them, hear 
fomeching of captain Clipperton, On the 14th we 

came 
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came into the road of the ifle of May, where we faw 
a wreck, and an Englifh eniign, near which was a 
great fmoke on the land. We flood in for information; 
a boat came off, and told us, that it was the Vanzitern 
Indiaman, captain Hide, who had the ill fortune to run 
alhore three weeks before. Here I was in hopes of 
fupplying myfelf with what necefTaries I wanted, but 
able to get nothing more than three fheathing-boards, 
and a few tons of fait. Not long before we arrived 
here, my gunner, named Turner Stevens, with great 
gravity, propofed to me, and the other officers, cruif- 
ing in die Red Sea; “ For Gentlemen (faidhe) there 
is no harm in plundering thofe Mahometans; but 
the poor Spaniards are good Chrillians, and doubt- 
lefs it would be a fin to injure them.” I ordered 
him to be confined, when he threatened to blow up the 
(hip; for thefe, and many other reafons, I difcharged 
him at his own requefl. I alfo left my chief-mate on 
this place, at his defire; he having been guilty of 
many mifdemeanors. Gn the i8th we. left the ifle of 
May, and the fame day got into the road of Porto 
Praya, on the ifland. of St. Jago, which is the chief 
of the Cape de Verdes. Here I met with many fair 
promifes from the head officers, but could get nothing 
more than a fmall quantity of provjfions. Here alfo 
I fold our little prize to the governor, for 150 dollars; 
but finding there was no depending upon the Portuguefe 
officers, I determined to go to the ifle of St. Catha¬ 
rine’s, on the coaft of Brafil, in 20 deg. 30 min. fouth 
latitude. We failed from St. Jago the 20th, and had 
a very bad paffage, being 21 days befpre we crofTed 
the equinodial, having the mofl uncertain weather 
imaginable. We were 55 days in going to St. Catha¬ 
rine’s, and met with nothing remarkable, except that 
on the 4th of Juna we made Cape Frio, bearing dif- 
tance feven leagues, at 23 deg. 41 min. fouth latitude ; 
and on the 5th faw a fhip, which proved to be a Por- 
tugueTe, from Rio Janeiro, bound for Pernambuco. 

On the 23d of June we anchored before the ifland of 
St. Catharine, to come to which place, you muft con¬ 
tinue to fail in the channel between the ifland and the 
' con- 
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continent, till you come near two fmall iflands, which 
as yet are namelefs. Over againft the northermofl of 
thefe is the watering-place, at the entrance of a fmall 
falt-water-creek; oppolite to thefe, you may come to 
fix or feven fathom very fafely, the bottom being a 
grey fand. Here, fays captain Shelvocke, I fent the 
carpenter a(hore, with fuch hands as could be ufeful to 
him, for felling timber, and fawing it into planks. In 
the mean time the inhabitants came off every day with 
frefh provifions. Thus we preferved our fea-ftores 
while we (laid in this ifland; which is about eight 
leagues and a half long, and two broad ; but the chan* 
nel between the ifland and the continent is not above 
half a mile wide. It is all over covered with inaccefla- 
ble wood, and the plantations excepted, there is not a 
clear fpot in it. The fmallell ifle about it abounds with 
a vaft variety of trees and .underbrufli of briars, thorns, 
and brambles, which prevent any acccfs. In brief, the 
whole continent of Brafil may be termed a vaft 
wildernefs. The faflafras grows here fo common, 
that we laid in a good quantity of it for fire-wood. 
Here are plenty of oranges, both China and Seville, 
with lemons, citrons, limes, bananas, palm, cabbage, 
melons, and potatoes. They have the fugar-cane very 
good, but cannot make it for want of utenfils, fo that 
rum and molofl'es are very dear. The woods are full 
of parrots, which, tho’ there be hundreds in a flock, 
are obferved always to fly in pairs. Here are alfo va¬ 
riety of other birds, curious in colour, and peculiar in 
lhape; particularly one about the fize of a fieldfare, 
which has a fpear in the joint of each wing. The 
flamingoes are feen here in great numbers, of a fine 
fcarlet, and appear very beautiful when flying: they are 
about the bignefs of a heron, and fliaped like them. 
They have alfo abidance of very good fifti of various 
kinds; as alfo delicious oyfters. Among the rocks by the 
fea fide you find what is called the fea-egg; its outward 
form is like a dock-bur, only thefe are four times as 
large, and of a purple colour. Within they are divided 
into partitions like oranges, each of which contains a 
yellow fubftance, which^ in my opinion, if eaten raw, 
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exceeds all the fhell-filh I ever tailed. On the Savan- 
nalis of Areziliba, on the continent, oppofite the fouth- 
ermoft part of St. Catharine’s, are great numbers of 
black cattle, which we were fupplied with at a reafon- 
able rate. They are here much infelled with tygers, and 
forced to keep a number of dogs to deflroy them, and 
I have been informed that a tyger has killed eight or 
ten dogs in one night. 

July 2, while we lay here, we faw a great fhip at an¬ 
chor under Parrots llland. Upon which, I fent my 
launch, Avell armed, under the command of a lieute¬ 
nant, to know what fhe was, (Iridly enjoining him 
not to go aboard. About noon the launch returned, 
and the officer told me Ihe was the Ruby, formerly an 
Engliih man of war, but now of Martinet’s fquadron, 
and commanded by M. la Jonquiere; that mod of 
their crew were French, and their number 420, having 
quitted the South Seas, on a report of a rupture between 
France and Spain. Soon after I was informed, that 
Icutenant Hatley whom I fent to her, had plundered 
the Portuguefe captain from Rio Janeiro, whom we 
met with off Cape Frio, of loo moidores, and had 
given part of them .among his crew to engage them to 
fecrecy. I examined very llridly into the affair, with 
defign, if 1 had found him guilty, to have left him in 
the hands of the captain of the Portuguefe iflandj but 
not being able to get fufficient proof, all I could do,, 
was, to proteft againd him, Which proteft 1 delivered to 
captain Clipperton in the South Seas. 

July 6, the French captain, with fome of his officers 
and paffengers, came to dine with me; when Mr. 
Hudlon, my boatfwain, raifed a mutiny, which was 
quelled by my French gueds. When all was over, 
M. la Jonquiere talked to them very handfomely on 
the madnefs of their conduct, which worked a very 
good effefl; for the next day they all appeared very, 
fubmiffive, and laid the whole blame Upon the boat¬ 
fwain, who excufed himfelf, by faying he was drunk 
and mad, begging of me to let him go home in the 
Ruby, To Ais his requeft I readily confented, know^ 
Z ' ing 
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ing him to be a dangerous fellow. On the 15th we 
faw a large ftiip lying in the harbour’s mouth, which, as 
foon as Siey faw us, turned out again; this filled 
M. la Jonquiere with fuch doubts, that he refolved 
to put to fea, and when night came weighed, fell 
down the harbour, and fainted me with five guns at 
his departure. Three Frenchmen belonging to me went 
away with Hudfon; but 1 had two Frenchmen, and 
one Morphew an Irifhman, in lieu^ of them. On the 
25th, the large fhip appeared again under French 
colours. She was called the Wife Solomon of St. 
Malo, commanded by M. Dumain Girard, bound for 
the coaft of Chili and Peru to trade. Soon after my 
men mutined, by the advice of one Matthew Stuart, 
who was chief mate, with refpedl to the prize-money, 
and drew Up a paper, to which they had all put their 
hands, containing articles relating to plunder, and in¬ 
filling on its being made the rule of our voyage; they 
likewife drew up a letter of attorney to this Matthew 
Stewart, and fent him to folicit my confent to their 
demands. After mature deliberation, both I and my 
chief officers thought it advifeable to fign, rather than 
fuffer them to run away with the fliip. At this they ex- 
prelTed great fatisfadlion; and promifed they would be 
always ready to hazard their lives in any undertaking I 
ihould think conducive to the interell of the owners 
and ourfelves. 

Auguil 3, there came in the Francifco Xavier, a 
Portugruefe man of war, of 40 guns and 300 men, from 
Lilbon, bound for Macao in China, commanded by 
captain Riviere. 1 doubted not but this gentleman 
would be informed of captain Hatley’s affair, and 
therefore told him, I expeded he would go and vindi- 
cate himfelf to the Fortuguefe officer; to which he re¬ 
plied, I will. To give him the b^ter opportunity 
of doing it, I fent a compliment to that gentleman, to 
whom he acquitted himfelf fo well, as to give full 
fatisfadlion. On the 6th, three of my men deferred, 
and on hearing diey were gone to our tents, I fent on« 
of my mates in the pinnace after them, ordering him 

to 
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to go no further; but to return as foon as poffible, fb^ 
I was heaving my anchor; but he mifling diem at the 
place, went up two leagues higher to the Portuguefe 
plantation. It being about midnight, the inhabitants 
thought it was Hatley, who had umd them ill before, 
and 1 offered him, with the reft to go to their houfes, 
and fearch for thofe they wanted; but my men fu- 
fpedling mifchief, made ihc beft of their way to the 
boat. In the interim, fome Portuguefe had placed 
themfelves in ambufcade to kill them. They no fooncr 
got into the boat, than they heard them rulhing from the 
woods, and hooting out, kill the dogs! kill all the 
^Englifh dogs I then they fired a volley of fmall fhot, and 
wounded three of them, two thro' the thighs, and one 
thro’ the arm. This accident obliged me to weigh a- 
gain next morning, to return into the road, and endea¬ 
vour to punifh thofe who had been concerned in this 
barbarity. Hereupon, I fent a letter to the captain of 
the Portuguefe man of war,j3y Mr Hatley. At his en¬ 
trance into the fhip, he was violently affaulted by the 
captain of the illand, faying, this is the rogue who burnt 
one of our houfes, and reproached me with the name 
of Querno, that is, cuckold. He would have murdered 
him, and the boats crew, very probably, had not the 
captain, and his officers interpofed. The Portuguefe 
captain wrote me a letter, to excufe this infult, and to 
invite me aboard, where I was kindly received, 11 
guns being fired at parting. The next day he and his 
chief officers came to break fail with me. 

Auguft 9, we took our departure from the norther- 
moft part of St. Catharine’s, in 27 deg. 20 min. lat- 
titude, and 50 deg. longitude weft from the Lizard; 
from which time till the 13th of November we had 
a very rough fea, ex^eme cold weather, and bleak 
wefterly Winds. On the 15th, we faw the coaft of 
Chili, and here fell into frefh difficulties. Our tedious 
pafTage occafioned an extraordinary confumptipn of 
provifions, fo that every body faw the neceffity of re¬ 
pairing to fome place where we might fupply ourfelves 
with what was wanting. I thought firft of Narborough 
Z 2 . illand. 
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ifland, but when we came thither we found the road 
fo dangerous, that I was obliged to make for the mouth 
of St. Domingo river on the continent; at the entrance 
of which, we came to 28 fathom water, but as we 
went forward, found it {hole from 18 to ^ fathom, or 
lefs; therefore I inftantly flood to fea again, and meet¬ 
ing with windy thick weather, we were driven farther 
to the north than we expedlcd. In this diftrefs, a 
Frenchman I had on board, propofed going to the 
ifland Chiloe, which lay a little to the northward, 
afTuring us, -from his own knowledge, we might be 
there accommodated with whatever we wanted. He 
having been there before, farther informed us, that 
the towns of Chacao, and Calibiico, the former on 
the ifland, and the latter on the continent, were rich 
places; that the governor refided at the firft, and at the 
other was a college of Jefuits, where were confiderable 
magazines, always well ftored with all forts of pro- 
provifions. On the 30th we came into the channel 
which divides the ifland of Chiloe from the continent of 
Chili, and flood in for the harbour under French co¬ 
lours, with defign to attack the towns of Chacao and 
Calibuco \ but when we came into the channel, my 
pilot Teemed to know no more of it than myfelf, and 
the wind beginning to blow frefh, and thick fogs coin¬ 
ing on, in the morning, I anchored between the point 
ot Carelampo, and a little ifland named Pedro Nunez; 
foon after we had come to windward, the tide running 
out with fuch rapidity, and the wind encreafing, cauf- 
cd the channel to look like one entire breach. At the 
fame time the fhip laid a vafl flrain on her cable, which 
parted at 2 in the afternoon. No hopes were left for 
recovering the anchor; for the buoy had been flaved 
and funk fome time before; we were thus forcibly fet 
a drift. I did not think it prudent to venture a fecond 
anchor, and therefore immediately crofled the channel 
for Chiloe, in a hard gale, hazy weather, incircled 
with Teeming fholes, and bewildered in an unknown 
navigation. When we came within a mile of Chiloe, 
we paired by two convenient bays, and yet no town 

appeared. 
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appeared. At length we came about a point of land» 
which may be known by a high rock like a pira- 
mid that almoft joins to it. Having weathered this 
point, I found we were intirely out of the tide, and 
commodioufly defended from all inconveniences. We 
anchdred oppofite acrofs, which was fixed on the north 
lide of the harbour, having juft‘light enough to retreat 
from the dangers we might have been fubjed to .of 
rapid tides, unfrequented channels, and bad weather. 
The more effeftually to accomplifli my defign, I the 
next morning fent the lieutenant in my pinnace, well 
manned and armed, to look for thefe two towns: at 
that very time captain Hatley went in the launch, to 
find a watering place, who foon returned with an 
Indian, who had ftiewn him as proper a place as he 
could dcfire, where, w ithout any great trouble, wood 
and water might be had, and that too, within reach 
of our cannon. Upon this, 1 put fome hands into the 
launch, with calks to be filled, and people to cut wood, 
all armed, with an officer of marines, and ten men to 
guard them. The Indian gave us hopes of a fufficient 
uipply ; but on his returning again to my people aftiore 
in ie evening, he acquainted them, that the country 
was enjoined not to bring to us any thing. * The pin¬ 
nace not yet returning, this intelligence caufed me to 
fear they had been intercepted by the enemy, and by 
that means had learned who we were, which put me 
into a ftate of uncertainty, and I knew not how to a6t. 
In this cbnfuffion of mind, on the 3d of December, a 
Spanifti officer, in a boat rowed by eight Indians, came 
on board from the governor. As I intended to pafa 
upon him for a French captain, who was well known 
in thefe feas by name. I commanded all thofe of my 
people who could not fpeak French or Spaniffi, not 
to appear upon deck. As he drew near, I hoifted 
French colours; when he came aboard 1 told him the 
' fliip’s name was the St Rofe, homeward bound,, that 
my name was Janes le Breton, and that all my bufinefs 
here was, to beg the governor to let us have fome pro- 
vifions. The officer heard me attentively, feemed to 
yield ait implicit faith to all I faid, and ftaid on board 
Z3 aU 
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all night. On the 5th in the morning two armed boats 
lay towards us, which having taken a view of us, fheer- 
ed off to a litde ifland at the bottom of the harbour. 
1 therefore ordered all'my men to put on grenadiers 
c^s, to iland upon deck, and appear as terrible as 
poiTible. On the 6th we faw a white flag afhore, I 
inftantly fent away my launch, completely manned, 
to the place where the flag appeared; but they found 
nobody to treat with, nor any thing there, but a letter 
which was ^tied to the flag, with a dozen hams lying 
by. The letter was from the governor of the ifland, 
intimating that he much doubted whether the fliip was 
the St. Rofe, then complained of the people in the 
pinnace, and laftly, defired I would quit the coaft. 
To this letter I fent an anfwer; and the next morning 
the flag was hoilled again. On fending thither, I 
received an anfwer, in civil terms indeed; but at the 
fame time abfolutely refuiing me any refreihments, and 
inlifting that I fhould reftore the Indians taken by my 
pinnace, of which fad I knew lefs than he did. As 
I was now in defpaif of ever feeing my people again, 
at a lofs to know how, or where Chacao was fituated, 
and wafting my time in coming hither for provifions, 
where none could be obtained, I refolved to change 
my ftile, and wrote the governor a fmart letter, in 
which I told him I wanted refreihments, and was de¬ 
termined to have fome by force, if I could not come 
M them other wife; adding, in order to ftrike terror, 
that all the forces in hi$ country fliould not deter me 
from profccuting my defign, which letter was conveyed 
as before. The next day I fent Mr. Brooks, my firft 
lieutenant, in the launch, 'xompleatly armed, and 
ordered him to bring what provilions he could meet 
with. Soon after he was gone, a boat from the go¬ 
vernor appeared, lignifying, that, if I would fend 
my officer to Chacao, he was willing to treat with 
me. To this 1 anfwered I would treat no where but on 
board my own Ihip; and alfo let him know, that it 
was now too late, I having already difpatched my peo¬ 
ple to take all they could meet with. In the evening 
the launch came backr and brought with her a large 

piragua, 

* . Digitized by Google 



1719 * Captain George Shelvocke. 257 

piragua, which Ihe had taken. They were both laden 
withftieep, hogs, fowls, barley, green peas, and beans, 
and prefently after came the pinnace, with all her 
crew; but fo terrified, that I had little hopes of foon 
making them fit for fervice. The officer faid he had 
fought his way through a number of canoes filled with 
armed Indians, and that he got clear, by making his 
palTage round the ifland, which was feventy leagues. 
By this daftardly management of theirs, I loft an op¬ 
portunity of reducing the town of Chacao; for if the 
pinnace had returned diredly, (there being but one 
boat of unarmed Indians and a Spanifti ^rjeant to 
oppofe them, which laft came off to them without the 
leaft Ihew of violence) I might have attacked the town 
in 24 hours after my arrival ; when they were quite 
unprovided; whereas now, after a week, they had looo 
Spaniards in arms, on the ifland. My Frenchman 
was of the fame opinion, but faid as things had hap¬ 
pened, if I would let fliem alone in the city, I might 
do what I would in the country, where the poor In¬ 
dians were to fit down by their Ioffes. I therefore kept 
my boats continually employed in bringing provifions 
from the Indian plantations and farms, and by the i6th 
we had our decks full of live cattle, poultry, &c. and 
fuch quantities of wheat, barley, potatoes, and Indian 
corn, that on a moderate computation, we had added 
four months provifions to the ftock we brought from 
England; fo that being very well fatisfied with the 
effedls of ftaying here, I prepared for my departure. 

Chiloe is the firft fettlement of the Spanifli poffef- 
fions on the coaft of Chili; and tho’ it affords neither 
filver nor gold, is by them confidered a place of great 
importance. The body of the ifland lies in 42 deg. 
40 min. fouth latitude, is 30 leagues in length, and a- 
bout 7 in breadth, watered by feveral rivers, and pro¬ 
ducing many ufeful trees. The great number of In¬ 
dian farms and plantations which-are difperfed at a 
fmall diftance from one another, among the woods on 
rifing ground, afford an agreeable profpe6t. Within 
it is formed an archipelago, containing more iflands 
than are well known; the leaft of which are faid to 
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have matij^ inhabitants. Among thefe are fuch very 
uncertain tides, and violent currents, that it is not fafe 
to venture near. I would advife all ftrangers who go 
in at the north end to keep the ifland fide of the chan¬ 
nel aboard, giving the fouth point of Chiloe a good 
birth; this done, run along fhore to the fouthward, 
and you will pafs by two bays, which feem commo¬ 
dious, but hold your way till you come to a point, near 
which is a high rock, refembling a piramid ; go between 
this rock and a fmall high ifland, and run a little way 
up the harbour, which looks like the entrance of a river, 
and you will have a fafe port to drop your anchor. 
The foil is fruitful, and produces all forts of European 
fruits, and grains; ^together with pafture lands, where 
/they graze abundance of cattle, particularly fheep. 
The air is wholfomcj but the winter feafon is very cold. 
They have abundance of middle-fized horfes, alfo 
a creature which they call guanacoes, that is, country 
fheep, in fhape like a camel, and fome of them fix feet 
high. Their wool, or rather hair, is very fine, their 
necks are long, and they move with a flow ftately pace. 
Thefe are of great ufe the mines of Peru, in carry¬ 
ing the ore, &c. Their flefh is very coarfe, as we ex¬ 
perienced. Here are alfo European fheep, and hogs 
in great numbers, but they are not overftoCked with 
black cattle. Here is no want of fowl, either tame 
or wild; of the latter, feveral forts peculiar to the 
country; and in particular a fort of little geefe, which 
are found on the banks of their rivers, of a beautiful 
white, and very agreeable eating. They carry on a 
. fmall woollen manufacture here, confifling of carpets, 
and wearing apparel. They alfo export cedar, both 
in plank, and wrought in boxes, chefts, eferutores, &c. 
with which they fupply all Chili and Peru 

Our bufinefs here being now over, I propofed to fail 
for the ifland of Juan Fernandez, as my inflruClions 
directed ; but the fhip’s company were unluckily pof- 
feffed with an opinion of firfl making a fhort trip to the 
bay of Conception, where they might certainly make 
their fortunes; the Frenchman having filled their heads 
with thefe notions, 1 was obliged to comply. *ln our 
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way to Conception, we made the iflands of Mocha and 
St. Mary on December 23, and the fame evening arriv¬ 
ed in the bay of Conception. We could not be certain 
we faw any fhip in the road j 1, therefore, immediately 
gave orders to man and arm our boats, to go up in the 
night, and furprife whatever fhips happened to be there, 
dridly enjoining them, if they found any thing too 
llrong, to prevent fuch from fending any thing aSiore, 
till I came up; which I endeavoured all night, but in- 
vain. At day-light I could fee nothing above us. A- 
bout noon captain Hatley returned, and told me that he 
had taken a ihip, called the Salidad d'Auday, which 
was the only one there. She was about 150 tons, lately 
come from Baldivia, with fome cedar planks; that 
there was no body on board her but the boatfwain, an 
old negro, and two Indian boys; that he had left Mr. 
Brooks, the firil lieutenant, in pofTeffion^ of her, with 
orders to bring her down the firft opportunity. In his 
return to the Ihip he took a fmall veffel of 25 tens, near 
the ifland Curiquice, where fhe had been to take in 
pears, cherries, and other fruit, for the Conception 
market. This veiTel belonged to a prieil, who had ' 
been gathering fruits, and was made a prifoner in her, 
for being too curious; and in coming too near, to find 
out who my people were. Thus his cargo, with five 
Indians fell into our hands. Soon after I faw, by the 
help of my glafs, another fmall boat pafs within lefs 
than piftol-fhot of my pinnace, but Mr. Hatley did not 
engage her; faying, for excufe, that he did not mind 
her, dio’ his boat's crew, all agreed fhe was full of men. 
On the 26th at noon, Mr. Brooks brought away the 
fhip they had taken, and came to an anchor about half 
a mile fhort of us. The boatfwain of her had not been 
with us above two hours, before he informed us of a 
vefTel laden with wine, brandy, &c. bound for Chiloe, 
lying at anchor about two leagues to the north. I order¬ 
ed Mr. Randal, fecond lieutenant, and the boatfwain 
of the Solidad, with^ 25 men, to go thither in the 
Mercury, as we called the fruit-bark, with poffitive 
orders not to go aihore, or make any fruidefs attempt: 
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but next morning they returned with the following difmal 
ftory. “ They went into the bay, and found the veflel 
haled dry afhore; when they came up to her they found 
her empty, but on feeing a little houfe near, they were 
of opinion the cargo was lodged there; fo the officer 
ordered the men up, with nobody to head them; thus, 
without order, every one endeavoured to get foremoft, 
but their career was foon flopped, for they no fooner 
got upon the bank, than the enemy fell furioufly 
upon them, took five of them jprifoners, and one was 
fhot through the thigh.” Thefe misfortunes made my 
crew extremely uneafy, and bad confequences, very 
probably, would have followed, had not, when wc 
leaf! expelled it, a large fhip come into the harbour, 
without the leaf! apprehenfion of danger. The launch 
was immediately manned to prevent their going afhore. 
As foon as fhe approached near enough, I hailed her, 
but fhe returning no anfwer, I fired into her, and or- 
dered the launch to put off diredUy. Jufl as I was go¬ 
ing to flip the cable, the launch came up with her, and 
gave her a volley of fmallffiot. They that inftant came 
to, and called for quarter. It was tiyo o’clock in the 
morning before my boat came back to inform me a- 
bout her, when they brought with them the Spanifh 
captain, and fbme of the diief paiTengers. The fhip 
was called the St» Fermin belonging to, and coming 
from Callaca, of 300 tons; but had a very fmall cargo, 
confifling of fugar, molofiTes, coarfe French linen, rice, 
fome cloths and bays of (^to, a fmall quantity of 
chocolate, with 6000 dollars in money, and wrought 
plate. I difpatchedMr. Hendry, the owner’s agent, in the 
Mercurv to take an account of her lading, and to fend 
every thing that was valuable on board. In the mean 
time, Don Francifeo Larragan, captain of the St. 
Fermin, defired he might ranfom the fhip. I confented, 
and gave him leave to go to Conception, in his own 
launch, with a merchant that was a prifoner to raife 
the money. On the 30th a boat came aboard from the 
governor with a flag of truce, and an officer with a 
prefent of feven jars of wine, and a letter demanding 
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the fight of ihycommilTion, and me to fend afhore Jofeph 
de la Fontaine, who had been fervant to captain la 
Jonquiere’s mate. In fliort, I refolved to fend captain 
Betagh, to treat by word of mouth, and at lafl a for¬ 
mal treaty was begun. 1 demanded 16,000 dollars for 
the ranfom of the St. Fermin. They offered 12,000 
for the Ihip and bark. While we were bargaining 
about the ranfom, the governor was drawing together a 
body of men to make an attempt upon us. Now find¬ 
ing all his Spanifh pun6io was only to entrap us; I firft 
fet fire to the Solidad, and then to the St. Fermin. 

January 7, 1720, I failed, fays the captain, to Juan 
Fernandez. On the 9th the plunder of the prize was 
fold at the maft, at very high prizes, and came to ten 
pieces of eight per man. On the i ith the body of that 
ifland bore W. 6. W. diftant five leagues. Till the 
15th I Hood off and'on the fhore for my boats, who 
were a fifhing, and had hitherto difeovered no marks 
of captain Cnpperton’s being here. At length, going 
alhore, fome of my men accidentally faw the word 
Magee, the name of Clipperton’s furgeon, with captain 
John under it, cut upon a tree, but no directions to me, 
as was agreed on. His aCtipns being thus grofly re¬ 
pugnant to his inftruCtions, it appeared clear to ine, that 
he never meaht I fhou’d join lum again. February 5, 
I difpatehed Mr. Brooks in the Mercury, to fee if there 
were any (hipping at Arica. The next day I had fight 
of the head-land of Arica and the ifiand Guana, with a 
fhip at anchor on the north fide of it, and the Murcury 
{landing out of the bay. I made all polTible hafte to 
get up with her, and when we came into the port,^ 
found the fiiip had been already taken, and that the 
Mercury was adrift by accident. This prize was the 
Rofario of 100 tons, laden with cormorants dung, of 
which the Spaniards make great profit, and ufe it to 
manure their land in the vale of Arica. In this veffel 
there was not one white face, except the pilot; I there¬ 
fore refolved to fend afhore to fee if the owners would 
ranfom her, the cargo being of value 'to them, tho’ of 
no ufe to us. Ne;ct morning I received a letter from the 
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owner figned Miguel Diez Gonzales. He pleaded po* 
verty, and of having a large family to provide for, but 
promifed to meet us at Hilo, or at Quaco. Soon after 
we took a fmall vefTel, laden with dried iifh, and 
guana, lying within a mile of the town.. The next 
night the merchant who had before wrote to me about 
the fhip’s ranfom, brought the fum agreed for, viz, 
1300 dollars weight in ingots of virgin-fUver, and the 
reft in pieces of eight. This gentleman made great en¬ 
quiry after Englifti commodities, complaining, that 
Aey were furniftied only with paltry things from the 
French, for which they ran away with millions. He 
alked if the Englilh merchants were afleep, or grown 
too wealthy, fince notwithilanding their ports were not 
fo open as in many other pans of the world, they knew 
how to manage thofe matters well enough; and that it 
was no difHciut thing to make their governors a£f oblig¬ 
ingly. Before he took his leave, he defired me to car¬ 
ry his fhip to fea with me two or three leagues and turn 
her adrift, with intent, I fuppofe to deceive the gover¬ 
nor, and the king's officers. 

As Toon as I got out of the road of Arica, fays cap¬ 
tain Shclvocke, I (haped my courfe for Hilo, and got 
Tight of it in the afternoon, where a large ftiip, and 
three fmall ones, lay at anchor. The great (hip, in- 
ftantly hoifted French colours, and proved to be the 
Wife Solomon, of 40 guns, captain Dumain comman¬ 
der, who refolved to prevent my coming in. It being 
dark, I fent Mr. De la Porte; my third lieutenant, 
who was a Frenchman, to acquain^him who we were. 
On his entering the (hip, they caUed him renegade, 
tumbled him out again, and fent me word that if I 
offered to anchor there, they would fink me. Upon 
this, Mr. De la Porte, informed me, that, to his 
knowledge, the French ffiips had often taken SpanKh 
commiffions, at fuch times as there were Engliih crui* 
fers on the coaft, and farther, that his (hip was double 
manned with the inhabitants of the town, who were 
partly French, and that he would be with us fpeedily. 
j^hiie We were talking, they fired Teveral guns at us, 
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which heated nve not a little. My £r|l: defign was to 
turn the Mercury into a fire fhip; ^nd have roaded 
for his infolence. But refieding upon the poilurc 
of affairs home, and fearing my condudl might be 
called in qjueffion afterwards^ j thought it beff to ffand 
oat of the harbour. 

February 2, the money taken at Arica was divide^ 
iomong the ihip's company. On the 22d we found our* 
felves in the height of Calao, which is die port of 
Lima. On the z6th the ofi^s in the MercQ^ f^nt 
to be relieved. I fpoke to captain Hadey, whole tu^i 
it was to command her, and as he had been long ;a 
priipner among the Spani^ds, travelled frouai Lima tip 
Payta by land, and there obferved leveral rich towns; 
it entered into bis head, diat fomething inight be done, 
by cruifing along that coaff, as far as the iff and of 
Lobos. I naturally approved of this propofal, becanfe 
it was more than probable, they might meet with fome 
of the Panama &ips, which always fall in with the 
land, tp ^e |the advantage of the land lyinds. All 
• the Blip’s company likewife foemed highly delight^ 
with this projedl. 1, therefore, augmented their com« 
plement of men, put a month’s provifion on board, 
jnounced two quarter decks on her, lent captays Hatley 
my pinnace, and gave him a copy of'my inffrp^ions. 
As foon as he was ready to depart, captain Betagh, 
whofe turn it was to relieve the marine officer in the 
hdercury, went among the people with a frightful look, 
telling them, that he, and the reft who were to accom- 

E him, were font for a facrifiep. J ordered the 
:ury along fide, and told the crew what he faid, 
who unanimoufly declared, they never entertained 
foch a thought; then foe pp an huz2^, and begged 
they might proceed on their intended-jcjnifc. J^ow 
Hatley and Be^agh went aboard of her, and, giving 
me three chears, put off". The very next day they 
took a fmall bark, Jiaden with rice, wheat, chocolate, 
flour, &:c. and the day following another; on the 4th 
day they took a ftiijr of 400 tons, with 150,000 pieces 
of eight. Flufhed with thefo captures, Betagh pre- 
.A a ' vailed 
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vailed with Hadey and the reft not to join me again; 
and at length brought them to a rcfolution of having 
thofe feas: but they had no fboncr clapped the helm 
a-weather, than they faw a fail coming iip to them, 
which proved a Spanifh man of war, who prevented 
their India voyage. They ufed the Englifh very ill ; 
but Betagh being of their religion, and of a country 
. they arc fond of, was made an officer, and treated with 
refpeft. On the 29th, in the morning, we faw a fail 
at anchor in the road of Guanchaco, and anchored 
along fide of her; but found nobody aboard but two 
Indian men, and a boy. She was called the Carma- 
iita, of loo tons, laden, with a little timber, f.om 
Guiaquil. Thcfe prifoners told me there was a rich 
Blip in the cove of Payta, which put in there to repair. 
I immediately put to fea, but in purchafing the anchor, 
our cable parted, and we loft it. I took the prize 
with me, being new, and Kke to fail well, and called 
her the St.David. I looked into Cheripe, from whence 
I chaced a fmall velTel, which, when I came up with, 
the men ran her afhore. The next morning, being 
near the ifland of Lobos, where I had fixed our ren> 
dezvous, I fent my fecond lieutenant afhore with two 
letters in two bottles, diredling captain Hadey to haften 
to me at Payta, and came before that place on the 8th 
of March On the 21 ft I entered the cove of Payu, 
where Mr. Brooks, with the launch, took a fmall Ihip, 
lying in the harbour. We then came to ah anchor 
within little more* than half a mile of the town : here 
I confulced with my officers about the proper meafures 
to take it. I accordingly landed with 46 men, and 
inarched up to the great church without oppofition, all 
the inhabitants having quitted the place ; but we faw 

• T^here is not a pngle csrcumflance in this narration^ 
nor, indeed, in the preceding, nubich captain Betagh does 
not only difpute, but deny. But rjoe do not pretend to med^ 
dlj in thefe points, leaving the reader to judge, *who vuas, 
cndviho nuas not to blame, by perujing and comparing this 
account voith the following. 
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large bodies of n^en on the hills on each fide us. We 
took no prifoners, but an old Indian and a boy, who 
faid captain Clipperton had been here to fet prifoners 
aihore not long ago, and affured them he would do no 
mifchief, nor give them any trouble: But the inha¬ 
bitants not caring to truft him, removed their effeds 
to the mountains, among which, there were 400,000 
pieces of eight of the king of Spain's money 5 a fine 
booty for him, had he thought proper to have accepted 
it! The remainder of the day was fpent in flapping 
what plunder we could find, which confifled in hogf, 
fowls, brown and white calavances, beans, corn, 
wheat, flour, fugar, and as much cocoa-nut as we were 
able to flow, with feveral utenfils for the kitchen, aa 
pans, &c. In the afternoon I h^ a mefl'enger to know 
what I would take for the ranfom of the town and fhip. 

I anfwercd 10,000 pjeces of^^eight, and thofe to be paid 
in ,:J4 hours. The next morning the meflenger came 
back and brought with him the captain of the fhip we 
had taken, and 1 went afhore to hear their propofals. 
|ie faid, the governor refolved not to ranfom the ^own 
at all events, and that did not care what was done 
with the town, provided the churches were not demo-, 
liihed, or fet on £re. I replied, that I fhould have no^ 
regard to them, or any thing elfe, when I fet flte to the 
town; adding, that if the fliip was not immediately 
ranfomed, he might expeft to fee-her in flames. He 
promifed the money in three hours. This converfation 
over, I ordered the tpwn to be fet on fire in feveral 
places; while this was doing, the men on board my 
fhip made continual flgnals, and kept conflantly firing 
towards the mouth of the harbour. As I fufpeded 
fomething extraordinary had happened, I hafled on 
board in a canoe, with three men only. On my en¬ 
trance into her, I faw a fhip, with a opanifh flag, at 
which fight my three men were ready to fink, and 
J doubt whether I fhould ever have got on board again 
had it not been for the boatfwain. In juflice to Mr. 
Coldfea, the mailer, I own he fired fo fmartly upon the 
enemy during my abfeuce, and it was intirely owing to 
Aaa nixn 
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luiii I tetd sin op^rf'imity of getting on board. The 
Spaaifh thinking I could not pafs hiniy was in 

no great hurry, and therefore fuffercd my men, about 
fifty in number, to come off. Upon this we cut our 
but the fhlp fallkig the wrong way, it was with 
difficulty I got clear ef him. He kept continually firing, 
and we made the briikeft reltutns we cbuld. Intending 
Sik lafi to demoliffi ui at once, they clapped their helm^ 
a fiarboard, to bring their whole broadfide to point on us,, 
but their fire had but Ktde effe(Jl, which gave us an 
opportanky of getting away. ITtis was a lucky efcape 
indeed, after an engagement of three glades, with an 
enemy fo vaftly fuperior. She was called the Peregrine,, 
and had 56 guiis, and 45a men aboard ^ we had bat 20 
mounted, 73 men, 11 negroes, and 2 Indians included. 
Aga^ iW had rad bdds againft us, being in a fettled 
readinefs^ and we in the ntmod dcdradlion. Add tot 
thk, our fmail arms wer6 wet, and of nOale; and 
One tfihrdof my people, mfteadof fighting, were pre' 
paring for an <A)ttinate resfidance'; hi making ports for 
she dem.'chafe^gtms. Yet we were not aftogOTer ctn^ 
kurti, The lofs Of ouf boat and anehor were irrepa¬ 
rable,' and I may affirm were theciufii of a firttrrd 
fitexteof mHcry.- I have been fince mfbrmcd, w'e, int 
^is conted, killed and wounded many Spaniards *. 

In the evening, I, with great difficulty, flipped aw'ay 
from the Brilliant, the admiraPs confort, on board of 
which was Betagh, who begged he mlgbt have the 
honour to board me firft; but thon^ I efcaped this 
fnare, yet I found myfelf, when at Kberty, in a mifer- 
able fituation; for we had not the lead certainty of meet^ 
ing with the Succefs. As to our cnediics, I had intelli¬ 
gence again from Fay ta, that drey had laid an embargo 
tor fix months; fo that nothing could be expc^ledfrom 
that quarter. A third misfortune was; I fawour prize, 
which I intended for a fire-fliip, taken by the Brilliant, 

• Herr agoiit captain Bttagh gi^ts a differtnt account 
of this affair f *who ^as on board the Peregrine at Lima, 
h.ndan e;^e-^^ittfs ef ihefirte ff tbk ff ip. 
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and 1 had but one anchor, fo it cannot be wondered 
at, that I made no attempt on the town of GuiaquiL 
I hereupon called my officers together, after which we 
propofed watering at Juan Fernandez, and then cruif- 
ing out the whole feafon on the Conception, Valparaifo 
and Coquimbo merchants. This being approved of 
ncm. con, we ftretched to the windward. After this, 
1 intended for the coad of Mexico, then to run for 
the Tres Marias, and California, as the mod likely 
place to find the Succefs. On the 26th, we fecured 
our mads, and bent a new fuit of fails, then dood 
fouth, expecting to gain our paflage in five weeks. 
On the 31 it, as we were pumping, the water came out 
of the well as black as ink; which made me imagine 
it came out of our powder room : and fo it happened; 
for on going thither, we heard the water come in like 
a little fluice, which had fpoiled^he greated part of it s 
fo tliat we could fave fix barrels only, which I ordered 
to be flowed in the bread room. May 6, we made the 
weflward of the ifland of Juan Fernandez, when the 
carpenter had compleated a boat which would carry 
three hogfheads; and found the leak to be on the lar¬ 
board fide, under the lower cheek of the head, oc- 
cafioned by a fliot lodged there, which falling out, 
had left room for the water. On the nth we faw the 
ifland, a joyful fight at that time ! tho* afterwards to 
us very unfortunate I plied off and on, fays captain 
Shelvocke, till the 2id, but could not get fo much wa¬ 
ter as we daily drank, which made me think it proper 
to anchor in the road. In order to this, I got 20 calks 
ready to raff afhore, then worked in, came to an 
anchor in 40 fathom water, and haled the calks afhore, 
and aboard again. ' The next morning we were ready 
to go to fea, but could not for four days. On the 25th 
a hard gale, coming from the fea, with it a great fwell, 

* In captain Betagh*s account^ the going to FernandeT^ 
is reprefen ted as a manifefi dejign to lofe the Jhip^ that they 
might hereafter cruife in a bottom^ fo n/jhifb tht Q^mert 
had no titUy ^ 
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our caMo parted. A fad accid^t this f having not the 
leaft profpeft of avoiding immediate deftrudion: but 
pfovidence interpoied m our favour; for if we had 
ftruck but a Cable’s length farther to the eaft or weft^* 
we muft all have inevitably perilhed. When (he ftruck 
upon the rock, our main-maft and mizen went all to¬ 
gether. No words can exprefs the terror we was in 
oil being (hipwreefced. In the evening all the officers 
came to me, to confider proper meafures, to get fome 
necefTaries out of the wreck, and, lighting a fire, wrap¬ 
ped themfelves up in what they could get, fleeping 
round it very foundly. While all hands were employ¬ 
ed in building tents, &c. to fettle themfelves here, the 
wreck was intirely dcllroyed, and no hopes left of re¬ 
gaining any thing, fo that all in her was loft, except¬ 
ing a few fire-arms, one cafk of beef, and another of 
farina de pao, with i t,ocx> dollars belonging to the 
owners, which were in my cheft; the reft being ftowed 
in the bottom of the bread room, for fecurity. In this 
melancholy fiiuation I applied to the carpenter, and 
alkcd if fbmething could not be done to fet us a float 
- again, who anfwercd, * he could not make bricks with» 

* out ftrawthen went off in an ill humour. From him 
I pafled to the armourer, and alked what he could do 
for us, towards building a fmall veffel; who faid, ^ he 
^ hoped he could fumim all the iron work, having, 

* with much difficulty , gotten his bellows with four or 
‘ five fpadoes, which would afford him fteel, out of the 

* wreck, and that there could be no want of iron on 

* the fhore; io defired me, without lofs of time, to 

* fei to work in earneftj* Wule he fitted up his forge 
I ordered wood to be cut down for charcoal; then, 
calling all the (hip's company, put the queftion ; whe¬ 
ther we fhould make a beginning ? to this they unani- 
moufly confented. I now fent a party of men to the 
Wreck, to get the bowfprit afhore, of which I defined 
to make the keel, and prevailed with the carpenter to 
accompany *to fix on a proper place for building. 
They found many ufeful materials about the wreck, 
mndaxnongftthe reft, the top-maft, which being made 
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fall to the main'inall was walhed alhore. June 8, we 
laid the blocks to build on, and the bowfprit was ready 
at hand, when the carpenter, turning, (hort upon me,, 
fwore, that he would not llrike a nroke, nor be any 
man’s Have ; as he was now upon a footing with me.. 
I was at firH a little nettled at this, but anerwards a- 

§ reed to give him a four piftole piece, as foon'as the 
ern and fterrt-poll were up: and 100 pieces of eight 
when it was hnilhed. Upon this he fell to work, and 
in two months time we made a tolerable Ihew. In the 
beginning, the people behaved very well, half of them 
working one day, and half another; but at length they 
became a prey to party rage; many officers left my 
converfadon, to herd with the meanell of our company, 
which confirmed me in my opinion, that there was fome 
dark dehgn in embrio. However, on recolleding 
how Dampier had been ufed in thefe feas, I ordered 
my foD to fecure my commiffion in fome dry place of 
the ifland. At laH, I one afternoon, loll all my people, 
and could fee nobody but Mr. Adamfon, furgeon, Mr. 
Hendry, Mgent, my fon, and Mr. D^d, lieutenant 
of marines, who, for reafons bell known to himfelf, 
pretended lunacy. I could not imagine what was be¬ 
come of them; but at night was told they had aflem- 
bled at the great tree to form new articles, whereby the 
owners were excluded from any part of what fhould 
be taken hereafter, and I from Ihe command of the 
fliip. They had chofen one Morphew for their fpeaker, 
who reprefented to them, That they were now theii 
** own mailers j that Mr. Shelvocke, ought to re- 
member if they thought proper to make him their 
commander, it was their courtefy to make himfo, 
&c.” In this they were fupported by Mr. Brooks, 
and his brodier-indaw Mr. Randal, the former my 
-fird, the latter my fecond lieutenant. 

The firH outrage committed by thefe levellers, was, 
on Mr. De la Porte, my third lieutenant, whom 
Morphew knocked down on the beach, whilB Mr. 
Brooks flood an eye-witnefs of this brutality. I ex- 
poBulated with him warmly for this his condadl,' of 
^ ‘ which 
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which he took little notice; fo that I now found there 
was an end of all regular authority amongft us. Soon 
after, they formed a new fet of articles, by which they 
piit themielves upon the Jamaica difcipline, declaring, 
that 1 fhould be their captain, and as a mark of their 
elleem fhould be entitled to fix (hares, tho', according 
to the Jamaica model, I ought to have but four; up¬ 
on which plan, Mr. De la porte, Mr. Dodd, and Mr. 
Hendry, were reduced to the (late of midlhip-men, 
as to the dividend. To this fcheme all the officers a- 
mong them confented, pnly Mr. Coldfea, who flood 
neuter. In this diftrefs, I uiought it lawful to comply 
with their demands, and, with the reft of my officers, 
figned the articles, thinking 1 ihould then be able to 
get them to work on the bark again; when another 
mutiny broke out at the great tree, where they refolved 
to have what little money I had faved for the owners, 
which amounted to 750 pieces of eight in virgin diver, 
afilver dilh, weighing 75 oz. and 250 dollars in fpecie; 
with this alfo, I was obliged to comply j but was then 
ufed worfe than ever; for while Mr. Morphew and 
his Counfellors feafted upon the beft (ifh the fea afford¬ 
ed, I was glad, after a hard day’s work, to dine upon 
feel. The next fcheme was to get the arms from me, 
which they took by violence, and fquandered away 
what ammunition we had left, in (hooting at wild-cats, 
or any trifling objefts which came in their way. This 
is a (hort, but trlie hiftory of our tranfaftions in the 
ifland of Juan Fernandez; and I believe every unpre¬ 
judiced reader will agree, that from May 24 to Au- 
guft 15, no man ever endured a more uncomfortable 
profpedl 

Auguft 15, we had fight of a large (liip, which oc- 
cafioned great uneafmels; but (he kept at too great a 
diftance to perceive any thing of us. I now told thenv, 
that the date of our affairs was fuch, it behoved 

* Mr» BetaglPs account is here alfo diametrically op^ 
fofite to captain Sbehock/s^ n^ith refpe^ to the/e tran/ac^ 
ens* 
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all hands to girei their afliftance towards fiftiftving the 
bark, there being never more than ten, and fome- 
' times but hx, that attended k, and that I was always 
one of the number. But they were fo perverfe, that ' 
the more I encouraged them,, the more they entered in¬ 
to diftradion* The next .day they divided upon th# 
queflion; whether they (hould not fet the bark on fire, 
and build two large ftuillops ? Atlafl they <^aine to this 
conclu^on, viz. to lay afidc all thoughts cd* building 
boats; but' infi^d that Mr. Brooks ihouki have the 
oomkand of the bark. This night the darperttef feat 
me word, that if I did not fend him the too dollars^ 
I ftioold never fee I is face again, fo I was obliged to 
pay him. To complde our divilions, there nOW arofe 
a third party^ who refolved to continue on the ffiand. 
Thefe were in number about twelve, who were never 
feeiH but ae night, when they came to Ottr 
whatever they could meet with; but I foon found ineans 
to manage tli^A, and took all their arms, ammunkion^ 
and plunder a^ay; tellmg them, at the fame time, if 
they ev^ were ften wirttin mufltet Ihor of bur wmi 
they fliould be treated as enemies a httie time 
tbefe Akdivifidns' fo Weakened the pti^r of thfe whole 
body, that they began give attention 10 fte, and 
moft of them got into a humow otf workiwgj which 
cattfod Mr. Brooks, witii ah hypoerltkal fobnwf&on, to 
defire he might? come to eat wkh me again; but yet did 
not lefien his efieem for Morphew. Hk difliijnrfatiOn> 
however, proved of vaf^ forvice ^ardr finitiiing the 
bark, which required tiie afllAance of aH our l^adi 
and hands. At length, by cOnftant' labour ahd various 
contrivances, we patched hef up, but in fuch 'a mdit* 
Her, as the like was never fcen, and I may Ikfely irfl 
firm, fuch a bottom never fwam uport the fca before*. 
She was launched on the 9th of September, and, be^ 
ing now nearly compleated, there yet remakied un- 
thoughtof, what provifions could be got to fupport us in 
cur voyage; the one being of no ufe without the other. 
We therefore made feveral experiments to fave both 
fifh and feels, but it was impoffible to do it^witiiout fait. 
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At laft we contrived a method to cure the conger-ecls, . 
by fplitting them, taking out the back bone, then dip¬ 
ping them in fait water, and hanging them to dry m 
a great fmoke. On the 5th of Odlpber, having finifh-. 
ed the calking and rigging of our little.bark, and faved 
2300 eels, weighing about a pound each, we agreed to. 
put her in the water, and as Ihe went off, I named her 
the Recovery. All things anfwering. pretty well, we 
refolved to run the hazard of going oiF in her, and 
made all poflible provifion for failing. After all, a 
dozen of our people chofe to remain aihore, with about 
as many negroes and Indians. 

Odlober 6, in the evening, we departed, with no¬ 
thing to fubfift on but the fmoked congcn, one of 
which was allowed to each man for. 24 hours, one 
calk of beef, and four live hogs. We were upwards of 
40 crouded together, lying upon the bundles of eels, 
in no method of keeping ourfelves clean. There wasr 
not a drop of water to be had, without fucking it out 
of the ca&, thro’ the barrel of a mulket, and the little 
morlels we eat, oocahoned perpetual fquabbles, every 
one contending for the frying pan. All the convey 
niency ^ve had fo|r a hre being a half tub filled with 
earth, whi<di rinade fo little diipatch, that we had con¬ 
tinual fryii^ from morning till night. In this wretched 
condition, on the lothof October at four in the morn¬ 
ing, we met with a large ftiip, which we faw by moon¬ 
light was Europe built. We llopd for her, and being 
rig|;ed in the mode of the country, they took little 
notice of U8 till day-light; then haled clofe on a 
wind to, the weft, and left us behind them; it falling 
calm two hours after, we applied to our oars, and 
came up with her with pretty good fpeed; during the 
chafe we overhaled our arms, one third of which had 
no flints, nor had we more than three cutlafles, fo that 
we were not at all well provided for boarding, tho’ this 
was the only way, by which we could hope to take the 
Ihip. We had but one cannon, which we could not 
mount, but were forced to fire as it lay upon deck, and 
to fupply it, we had no more ammuilition than two 

round 
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round (hot, a fmall quantity of chain bolts and bolt- 
heads, with the clappers of the Speedweirs bells, and 
a few bags of beach Hones to ferve for cartridge. 
we drew hear, I faw her guns and pattcreroes, and a 
number of armed men upon deck. They defied us to 
•come on board them, and gave us a volley of great and 
Tmall ftiot, which killed our gunner, and brought dowh 
our foremaft. However we rowed up and engaged 
them till all our fmall (hot was gone. We were bufy 
•all night in making (lugs, and had provided a good 
quantity before morning. At day break in the morn¬ 
ing, I ordered 20 of our men to lay her athwart the 
hawfe; while I bOarded her in the bark: but the very 
inftant we were coming to engage her, a gale arofe, 
and flie got off. This (hip was called the Margaretta, 
a privateer of St. Malo, and mounted 40 guns all the 
•lail wp. In the attacks we made upon her; one man 
was killed, and three wounded, two of thefe recovered. 
Our condition being now worfe, than before, I propof- 
•ed going to Coquimbo; but h ftrong gale coming on, 
and laiting four days, we made to Iqui^ue, which 
looks like a white rock, at the foot of the high land of 
Carapucho. About fun (et I fent the boat in between 
the rocks, and the crew was received by feme of the 
Indians-with an ignorant welcome. Being a(h<M« they 
went to the lieutenant’s houfe who governed there, 
broke it open,^ rumaged the village, and brought o(F h 
- booty more valuable to us, at this time, than gold and 
filverj confining of 60 bulhels of wheat flour, fome 
jerked beef, pork, and mutton, 10,000 lb. of well 
cured fi(h, a good number of fowls, fome rulkj and 
four or five days eating of foft bread, witk fix jars of 
Peruvian wine and brandy. Words cannot exprefs the 
jOy that reigned in our breafts at their coming On board, 
'rhe loaves of white bread were divided among thic 
Grew, the jars of wine were broached; but I alloweid 
no more than half a pint to each man. After living a 
day or two on wholefome diet; we began to wdrtder 
how we could, for a month together, live upon eeU. 
fried in train oH. ^ ^ 

i The 
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The ifland of Iqoique lies in 19 deg, 50 min. foath 
latitude, is about half a league in circumference, and 
half a mile from the main land of Peru. It is of a 
moderate height, and the bulk pf it is intirely composed 
of cormorants dung, whofe colour is exceeding white, 
which makes it appear at a diftance like chalk-hills. 
From hence we lieered for Le Nafcp, in which port 
we had a briik engagement wkh a veflel of 700 tons, 
which lailed iix hours, but the fea brjBeze coming in 
irery ftrong, we were obliged to quit her. After this, 
fome of my men were determined to go over tp the 
enemy; to prevent which, I ordei^ed four men, whom 
I thou^t I'could truil, into our two boats; but thole 
two who were in the belt boat deceived me, and went 
aft with her; my firft lieutenant and Morp^w made a 
party to go away with the other; but it blew hard, 
and prevented tjiem from putting their deiign in exe¬ 
cution. 

The day following we llood away for Pifco, where 
we faw a hne ihip, and determined to board her, and, 
to om* great joy, as well as furprize, when we came a- 
board, the captain» and all his officers, met us with 
their iiats offi, begging for good quarter. She was of 
^oiit aoo tons, called the Jefu Maria, almoil laden 
with pitch, tar, cooper, and plank; but little elfe. 
The captain offered 16,000 doUars for her ranfom; 
j>ut I could not take it, the Recoveiy being difabled in 
rher mails, and we wanting room to enjoy ourfelves,fonie 
cleanlinefs at lead, which we had been Grangers to 
«ver fmce we left Juan Fernandez.. The captain told 
us, that the Margaretta had been fometime at Calao, 
and had given fome account of us there; that the cap- 
. tain, and three men, had been killed in the engage¬ 
ment ; the pried, and feveral others wpunded; that fhe 
was ready to put to fea again with ten more guns, and 
50 men, tocruife for us; and that (he Flying Fiih of a8 
guns, was already out on the fame errand. Next morn¬ 
ing, when we had cleared our bark, we gave her to the 
Spanilh cantain, and went to fea, where we met wi^ 
our boat, tnat had run away from us; wbifth npci- 
1 . dent 
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dent we got her agaii^. The two fellows were half 
dead, having neither eat nor drank for three days* 
November 25 we found ourfelves near Payta. I foon 
recollected, that our force was much lefs now than, 
when we took it before, and yet being in a Spanilh 
built (hip, we might cafily furprife, and deceive the 
inhabitants. In the motning, the people alhore feeing 
ils under fome fatigue to get into the harbour, fent off a 
boat full of men, to help us forward. When I pbferved 
them coming to us, I ordered none to appear, but fuch 
as wore the Spanilh complexion and drefs, who were 
ready to anfwer their queHions; and to throw them a 
ropne to make fall her boat when they clapped us aboard, 
while others Ihould be.concealed under the gunnel^ 
ready to command the boat when they had made 
themfelves faft. We by this artifice took them all pri- 
foners, and having examined them, kept on our way, 
with Spanilh colours to the anchorage. As foon as the 
anchor was down, I fent Mr. Brooks, with both the 
boats and 24 men, no more appearing than thofe that 
rowed, and two or three fitting in each; the reft with 
their arms lay in the bottom, fo that when my people 
landed, the whole place was in a conllernation, and 
happy they who could make their efcape; we ran- 
facked the place, but upon a ftriCl fearch found notjjing 
conliderable in it, and that our prifoners had not de¬ 
ceived us in their information. But tho' we had little 
fuccefs by land, we, took a veffel with 50 jars of 
Peruvian wine and brandy as we lay at anchor. From 
hence we failed to the illand of Gorgona, in the bay of 
PaAama, where we arrived December 2, and in lefs 
than 48 hours laid in wood and water; then hurried 
away out of the enemies track, and fteered direClly 
for the coalls of Afia, changing our Blip’s name from 
the Jefu Maria to the Happy Return; and endeavour¬ 
ed to quit this part of the world; but the winds and 
dead calms detained us fo long, that our water and 
provilions were much exhaufted, and rendered us inca¬ 
pable of undertaking fo long a run: we now therefore 
xefolved to make a defcent on Rio Lejo, to furnilh 
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ourfelves with what wanted. In our way we fell 
in with Cape Burica, in 8 deg. 20 min. north latitude, 
and then thought it would be our fafeft way to attempt 
fomething on the ifland Quibo, in 7 deg. 30 min. north 
latitude, where, from captain Rogers’s account, we j udged 
there were inhabitants, who lived well on the produdla 
that ifland afforded. 

January 13,17 21, we entered, fays captain Shelvocke, 
between Quibo and Quivetta, over againft a fandy 
bay, which promifed fair for wood and water. As 
foon as it was light next morning, we faw two large 
boats rowing in for Quivetta, one of them wi^ Spanifh 
colours flying. I fent Mr. Brooks after them in the 
yawl, who found them afhore, and brought away their 
•piraguas, with two prifoners, the one a ^ulatto, the 
other a negroe. We took all their provifions, which 
confifled of a little porkj of green, ripe, and dried 
plantains, a large quantity, which being pounded, 
made us up a month’s bread. The Mulatto fromifed 
to conduct us to a place where we might fupply our¬ 
felves without hazard, if we would not be above two 
or three days about it. On the 16th we went from 
hence to Mariato, and on the 19th in the evening got 
fafe between that ifland and Sabaco, anchoring in fix 
fathom. The Mulatto defired we might be going to 
the place he was to fhew us before day-Tight, and then 
we fhould arrive at the plantations in good time. Ac¬ 
cordingly, I went at two the next morning in our own 
boat. We landed juft at day break 5 and when we 
were on land, after a march of about three miles, we 
came up to two farm-houfes, finding nobody but the 
wife and children in the firft. The farm, as our prifo- 
ner and pilot had informed us, was furrounded by nu¬ 
merous herds of cattle, hogs, and plenty of fowls of all 
kinds, together with fome dried beef, plantains, and 
Indian corn; and we were here entertained with a 
bre^faft of hot cake and milk ; a diet we had been 
long unacquainted with. When it was broad day, I 
faw our fhipclofe by us. We had not been here long, 
before we had the mafter of the family in cuftody, who 
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brought with him horfes, and defired us to make ufe o^ 
them as we thought proper. I foon employed him to 
carry what I thought fit for our purpofe to the boats. 
This done, he went among his black cattle, and brought 
us as many as I thought we could cure. We departed 
from hence the next morning, with ouf decks full of 
fowls and hogs 5 among the latter was one, that had 
his navel on' his back, which the Spaniards fay is a 
very mifchievous creature, wlien wild in the woods; 
tho’ they are but fmall. Having taken in fufficient 
provifions, we returned the fame way we caihe; flop¬ 
ped at Quibo to take in more water, and gave our two 
prifoners the largefl piragua. 

On the 25th we dilcovered a fail, and chafed her till 
we could be certain they were Europe built; foon after 
we faw a boat rowing towards us, which proved to be 
the pinnace of the Succefs, commanded by Mr. Davifc^n, 
their firfl lieutenant, which amazed us both. I gave 
him an account of our misfortunes; and he entertained 
me with a rehearfal of what had happened to them, 
fince our feparation on the coaft of England; particu¬ 
larly, that about 12 months before, they had taken a 
French fhip, which they valued at 20,000 1 . ilerling, and 
their fecond captain, Mr. Mitchell, was intrufted with the 
command of her, and ordered to go to Tome Hland oa 
the coaft of Mexico, there to ftay till captain Clipper- 
ton joined him; but that they could never find the 
ifland fince, and therefore judged that poor captain 
Michell, with his men, were either ftarved, or fallen in¬ 
to the hands of the Spaniards and Indians. This ftory 
of captain Mitchell, who was in all refpedls a very 
worthy and expert failor, which Mr. Davifon related 
to me, was, in all its circumftances, very tragical; and 
as there was always a jealoufy between him and his 
captain, who ordered him to a place, that was never 
found afterwards, and it is my opinion never was above 
water ; the unfortunate gentleman, without doubt, pe- 
rifhed in fome obfcure miferable ^lace. I then aiked 
Mr. Davifon the value of their booty, who aflured me 
that it did not exceed 70,000 dollars. He then added, 
that they had loft feveral favourable opportunities, par- 
B b ^ ticul^ly 
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Ocularly in the bay of Conception, where they left 
three laden fhips behind them, milTed a fourth, and that 
they had never cleaned their bottom. Nay farther, he 
tola me, that they fell in with the Flying Fifti, which, 
by unpardonable mlfmanagement in captain Clipperton, 
got fafe oiF, with a valuable cargo. I now bore down 
upon the Succefs, and went aboard, where I gave cap¬ 
tain Clipperton, and Mr. Godfrey, agent general, the 
whole hiftory of my voyage, and expedled to have 
been treated by them, as one belonging to the fame 
intereft; but found my felf miftaken. However, I 
thought he would not be fo inhuman," as to refiife me 
the iupplies I dood then in need of, and fuch only as 
he could fpare. The anfwer was, I fhould know more 
of his mind the next day. Among other difcourfe, 
he told me^ that he was juil: come from Cocos; that his 
men were hckly, and at fhort allowance. 1 hereupon 
offered to pilot him to Mariato, not more than 30 
leagues diftant, where he might refrefti his people, and 
fupply himfelf with what he would. This he refiifed, 
refolving to make his way to Tres Marias, where, 
fays he, there is turtle enough: fo I left him. Next 
morning I was going on board again with fome of my 
officers, when he fpread all his fails, and crouded a- 
way from us who were in the boat, fo I returned to 
my own fhip, and made fignals of diflrefs, firing our 
gun feveral times, which he would not regard, till his 
officers exclaimed againft his barbarity; and then 
he brought to. .When 1 came up with him, I fent 
Mr. Brooks to know the caufe of his abrupt departure; 
and to tell him what neceffiaries he could fpare, we 
would purchafe of him. Upon thefe terms he let me 
have two of his quarter-deck, guns, 60 round (hot, 
fome flints and mufket balls, a Spanifli chart of the 
coafl of Mexico, a half-hour and half-minute glafs, a 
compafs, and 300 weight of fait. For thefe things, 
I returned fome bales of coarfe doth, as much pitch 
and tar as he would have, fome pigs of copper; with 
a large iilver ladle for a dozen Spadoes. After this, 
1 afked if I could be of any fervice to him, aifuring 
him, that I had under me a pretty good (hip, tho" (he 
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cut but an ordinary figure, and that our cargo was 
pretty valuable. To this, he replied, *‘if you have 
‘‘ a cargo of gold I have no biilinefs with you, and 
yoU‘ muft taxe care of yourfelf.” Mr. Hendry, the 
agent, Mr. Rainer, and Mr. Dodd, lieutenants of 
Marines, being weary of the hard work impofed 
upon them, defired I would let them go on board the 
Succefs for a pafiage to England. 1 confented, and 
Clipperton left us to Ihift for ourfelves. Having this 
fupply, I was for going to the bay of Panama, to try 
our fortune there, but being over-ruled by the majority, 
purely out of fear, we made for Tres Marias: the 
wind near land continuing weft, we went at fo flow 
and tedious a rate, that we began to want provifions 
again before we got the length of Rk) Lejo. As we 
continued our courfe along fliore, we, in a few days, 
met the Succefs again, came clofe under her ftem, 
and enquired how captain Clipperton and the reft of 
the gentlemen did ? but having no anfwer, we fleered 
one way, he another. We were foon after reduced to 
fliort allowance, and prefently into a ftate of famine. 
I, therefore, propofed the plundering of fome fmall 
town. Guitalco was the neareft of any; but the very 
morning we defigned to attack it, we faw a fail, and 
judged it more advifeable to take her, than venture 
alhore, and fo bore down to her. She proved the 
Succeis, and tho' 1 made the fignal as was agreed upon, 
ihe did not flay for us a moment, and we were now fo 
far to the leeward of our port, by bearing down to him, 
that it was needlefs to beat up again for an uncertainty. 
This miftake brought us down to our fmoked congers, 
which had been long negleded, and now lay foaking 
and rotting in the bulge-water, and was, without 
doubt, the moft difagreeable food that could be tailed. 
In this wretched fituation, we met the Succefs a fourth 
time, near the port of Angels, in i6 deg. 50 min. north 
latitude, and having made to her the appointed fignal, 
came fo near, as a bifcuit might have been tofied from 
Ihip to ihip: but captain Clipperton had ordered all his 
officers and company to take no notice of us; which 
was certainly a clear indication of his inhuman dif- 
B b 3 pofition; 
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pofitlon: for, he was at this very tin^e fo fenfible of the 
difficulties and dangers we had to cope with, if my 
defign was to go to India; that. He laid, the child 
“ that was bom the day before, would be grey-head- 
ed with age before we ihould arri^ there.” 

March 12, being off the port of Acapulco, in the 
evening, we faw a fail, 1 bore down to her on per- 
ceiving^lhe had Spanilh colours. When I drew near 
ihe hoiiled the Englifh enfign, and made the ilgnal 
agreed on between Clipperton and me, as alfo his old 
fignal to {peak with me. Hereupon I bore down to 
him, and being come along fide he fent captain Cooke, 
with the yawl, in an obliging manner, to inform me, 
that he was cruifing for the homeward bound Manilla 
ihip; and defired I would affiff him, and come next 
morning toconfult on the meafures for attacking her; 

1 read the letter to my people, who were all willing to 
join him in fuch an undertaking; but as he before had 
ufed us fo inhumanely, they dehred me to procure fome 
fecurity for their ffiares, iigned by captain Clipperton, 
Mr. Godfrey, and the other officers. 1 went aboard 
accordingly, and firH told captain Clipperton, and Mr. 
Godfrey, what my officers and company expedled from 
them. To which they anfwered, that in thefe points 
it was but reafonable they ihould be fatisfied. An in- 
ilrument, fully worded, was inilantly drawn op and 
figned; then we confulted about the main point, and 
at lait it was refolved, that I ihould fend the beft part 
of my men on board the Succefs, as foon as we faw 
the Manilla ihip come out of Acapulco, and have on¬ 
ly a boat's crew to bring me away, in cafe 1 ihould 
have occaffon to ufe mine as a fire*ihip, as we propofed 
if we found them too hard for us. Clipperton aifured 
me, he was certain of the time ihe would fail from the 
port. Before we p^ed, I let captain Clipperton 
know our fcarcity of water ; upon which, he told me, 
that he had 80 tons, and would fpare me what I 
wanted of it, or any thing elfe his ihip afforded. 1 had 
now the pleafure of enjoying my command as regularly 
as ever. But Morphew, die ringleader of all our dilTen- 
dons, fearing my refentment, refolved to iniinuate him- 

felf 
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felf into the favour of the captain and officers of the 
Succefs, as he did by an humble fubmiffion and pre¬ 
vailing prefents. In a. word, he gained his ends, and 
left me, to go on board them, on the 14th of March 
in the evening. Thus we cruifed in good order, and 
with a great deal of hope, till the 17th, when I fuf- 
fered the moll flagrant piece of treachery that could 
be, by man, committed. The next morning we had 
no fight of any Ihip, nor any water fent according ta 
promife, which threw me under the moll difmal ap^ 
prehenfions, refleding upon the fhocking Hate we were 
now reduced to, for want of any thing to drink, and 
the vail dillance we were from any place where we 
could exped water; having no choice left, but either 
to beat up 220 leagues to Tres Marias, or bear away 
for the gulph of Amapala, at a far greater dillance. 

I was told afterwards by fome of Clipperton’s officers 
I met in China, that he committed this cruelty ; againfl: 
the repeated remonflrances of his officers, and was alfo 
informed, by fome Spaniards, that the Acapulco Ihip 
failed about a week after we left off the cruife, and 
was exceedingly rich *. 

In this fituation, all hazards were to be run, we there¬ 
fore continued our courfe, the wind and weather being 
favourable, and on the 30th of March came before 
the port of Sanfonnate, where we difeovered a-ftiip 
lying at anchor. We continued plying in all night, 
and prepared to engage her. About eleven in the 
morning we came in, and that I might make our fmall 

* The/e circumjiances are ftated in a different manner 
in the foregoing chapter^ and therefore Jhould be carefully 
examined. Captain Betagh ^vindicates Clipperton nxsitb 
refpeEl to Mitchell: and the journal informs us, that being 
. obliged to nvood (ind nvater, he touched to the northward 
of port Velas, where, it is njery probable, he, and his 
men, became a prey to the enemy, T^be next article in the 
journal is, that not hearing from captain Shel^ockei and 
the time of the Acapulco /hip's fetting out from Manilla 
being fe^veral days pciffed, it was refolded in council to make 
their bef way yo India, 
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force the moft beneficial to us, I ordered our three guns 
to be brought over to the fide we were likely to engage, 
and being within lefs then mufket fhot, difcharged 
them. The fea breeze now ran us upon them very 
fall, when we boarded them without delay, and after 
the exchange of a few fhot upon deck, they fubmitted* 
This fhip was called the Sacra Familia, of 300 tons, 
6 guns, and 70 men. She fome time before came 
from Calao with wine and brandy, had in her a num-^ 
ber of fmall arms, grenade-(hells, and fhot, with fifty 
jars of gunpowder ; but had nothing in her worth the 
trouble we took, except a fmall parcel of rifk, and 
jerked beef. However, (he being a better failor, I 
changed (hips, and we all came aboard the prisMj. 
The merchant we had taken in this action Teemed de- 
lirous to purchafe the Jefu Maria, came to my price ; 
and went afhore to raife the money. Here we difmifT- 
cd all our white prifoners, on account of our fhortnefs 
of provifions, and kept only the negroes* In the 
evening, I had a letter from the governor, with an 
account of a truce on foot between England and Spain, 
defiring me to flay five days, and he would fhew me 
the articles of accommodation. I anfwered, that for 
the name of peace I would flay 15 days if he would 
fupply us with water and provifions ; if not I would 
be gone in 24 hours. Accordingly our boat went 
afhore every morning with a flag of truce, and for the 
firfl four days, we had eight fmall jars of water; on 
the fifth we could get but five, and during the whole 
time we had but one fmall cow, which came in a boat 
full of men, and was attended by two priefls. Two 
days after this, when the boat went afhore, the gover¬ 
nor ordered the men to be made prifoners, as Toon 
as they landed. In the evening I was aflonifhed to 
fee only two of my boat’s crew; in a leaky canOe, 
with two letters; one from the governor, the other 
from Mr. Brooks, who told me ; that by all he could 
learn, the governor defigned to bully me. The gover¬ 
nor required me to give up the Sacra Familia, and fur- 
render myfelf. By the fame meflengers that brought 
me thefe letters, I returned two more, to which I re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived no manner of anfwer ; therefore I weighed be¬ 
fore day the next morning, and lay to in the bay till 
ten O’clock; then fet fail, leaving behind me the Jefu 
Maria 

Thelofs of my officers and boat’s crew fenfibly di- 
minilhed the number of white faces, and we ihould 
fcarce have been able to work the Ihip, had not my 
negrp prifoners proved good failors. As we were now 
reduced to a pint of water a man for 24 hours, we 
made all poffible hafte to the ifland of Tygers, near the 
gulph of Amapala; but here was not the leaft drop 
of water to be found; fo we came to fo fmall allow¬ 
ance as half a pint for 24 hours, having not 40 gallons, 
nor any other liquids. Being now 43 in number, in¬ 
cluding the negroes, we fleered for Quibo, about 200 
leagues diftance ; towards this place we failed thirteen 
days; and during inoil of the time, drank our own water 
'which, tho’ it n^oiftened our mouths fora time, the more 
it excited our thirft. April 25, coming up with the 
ifland of Cano, with great danger and difficulty we 
procured water enough to carry us to Quibo, where we 
wooded and watered pretty chearfully. 

The ifland of Quibo is nearly in the fame parellel of 
latitude with Panama, and is about nine leagues hi 
length, and four in breadth, covered all ov^ with ever¬ 
green woods, and tho’ not inhabited, abounds with 
papas, Umes, and other fruits, I never faw before. 
It IS a very confiderabje pearl-filhery, and by going 
up to your middle into the fea, you may reach thele 
large oyflers B:om the bottom, but they are not eatable. 
There is a great variety of birds, with black monkies 
and guanoes. There cannot be a more convenient 
place for wood and water. May 15, a fmall bark bore 
down to us, bound for Panama, and called the Holy 
Sacrament, laden with dried beef, pork, and hogs ; 
which, at the mailer’s requefl, we took in tow, and 
we being defirous to get afhore any where, he offered 

* Captain Betagh reflects *very fenjerely upon Mr, Shel^ 
mocke's conduS at this place, and exprejly faySp he got 
rid of fix more of his people defignedly,, 
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to pilot iis to Panama, where every one was willing to 
furrender himfelf, being all diftieartened, by continual 
want and misfortunes. 

On the 17th another bark came pretty near us, 
upon which I fent Mr. Randal, in our canoe, to tell 
them our defign, but they hoifted Spanifh colours, and 
£red at him. On'the 19th we faw a fail, upon which, 
we let go the bark, in which were four of our men, 
and five Spaniards. On the 26th we were within lefs 
than gun-fliot of her, when they were told we were 
bound to Panama; but they> rcgardlefs of the white 
flag, inhumanely infulted us, and continued their fire. 
Hereupon, an engagement began, which lafted three 
hours. At length their captain, being (hot thro’ the 
body, fell down dead; and they cried out for quarter ; 
then I hoifted out our canoe, and Mr. Randal, with 
two or three more, went oif board the prize, and fent 
away the moft confiderable prifoners, who told me the 
veflfel was called Le Conception de Recova, belong¬ 
ing to Calao, of 200 tons, laden with flour, fugar- 
loaves, marmalade, preferved peaches, grapes, limes, 
&c. She had 70 men, and 6 guns. We had now 
prifoners of all colours, and not aboire 26 of ourfelves. 
Among thefe laft prifoners, were feveral of note, par¬ 
ticularly Don Baltazzar de la Rofa, an European, late 
governor of Pifeo, now on his return to Spain, and 
captain Morell, who had formerly been taken bjr Mr. 
Rogers. lufed all of them with the utmoft avility. 
In examining and clearing the Conception we were 
hindered from rejoining the bark till the 2 2d, which 
we now faw at fome diftance. As foon as we came 
up with her, I fent the boat aboard ; the officer that 
went in her immediately called out to me, that there 
was no foul in her, but the decks and quarters were 
covered with blood. Hence it plainly appeared to me, 
that the Spanifti crew had murdered our men. A cruel 
return for our civilities, and fervices to them! this 
tragical accident fpoiled the enjoyment of the laft prize. 
Therefore, in a heat, 1 diredly ordered all the prifo¬ 
ners into ihe ftern-gallery, except the nobleman, and 
fome more of the chief, keeping a conftant guard in 
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the great cabin. I afterwards took care to fecure oar 
prifoners pf the meaner fort, and haled the Holy Sa¬ 
crament along fide. She proved to be half full of 
water, and the greateft part of her dried beef was 
fpoiled. We took out of her fome live hogs, and I 
gave her to Don Baltazzar de Efpina, who after the 
death of Jofeph Deforio, became captain of the Con¬ 
ception. The next day, being as delirous to get fhut 
of my prifoners, as they were to have liberty, I deli¬ 
vered the Conception alfo into the poffellion of the 
aforefaid gentleman, after having taken out twelve 
months provifion of bread, flour, fweet-meats, 8 cc. 
and a like quantity for the Succefs, which I expelled 
to meet with at Tres Marias. I likewife took away 
their launch and negroes, which in thofe parts are 
generally good feamen, well knowing I now had 175 
deg. to fail to the coaft of Afia 

* The chief and moji remarkable part of Mr. Betagh's 
hook^ has fome relation to the faSls and circumjiances 
mentioned in the preceding paragraphs. ** This Jhip^ fays 
** he^ called the Conception^ Don Stephen de Recerva com» 
** mander^ hefides the cargo mentioned by captain Shehockcf 
** had loS, 6 ^ 6 pieces of eight on boardnjohen he took her^ 
** of nuhich I hanse not only an authentic accounty hut. 
** nuill tell honv I got it. ^fter 1 nxias carried prifoner 
** io LimUy I came to London in OSlober 1721. Cap^ 
tain Shel<vocke himfelf arrived elenjen months aftery and 
** immediately ^waited on the gentlemen to compound in the 
lump for all his tranfaSiionSy not onxsning any thing 
** of this prioscy njuhich he had unlanufully Jharedy and 
** e*very thing elfe among 33 of them. Injiead of corn- 
** promifing the mattery the gentlemen read him a letter^ 
fecured himy and the fame day had him confined in Wood- 
StreeuCompter. A fenu days after his pupil Stenuart 
^ arrived at Dovery and voas fei%ed by the honefi ^warden 
of the cafilcy according to direSiionSy vsho faithfully 
** fecured his book of accounts, and brought it vjith the 
prifoner to the ownersy from whom I had the book, and 
copied the dividend, which is as follows 
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The grand point now to be managed was to gain the 
confent of my people to fail to California, before we 

pro- 
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proceeded to the Eaft Indies. But after mature confi* 
delation it was refolved by the majority to ply up firft 
to Cano. In our .pafTage hither, the fweet-meats of all 
Icinds were divided among the melTes; but one mau 
complained he had a box of marmalade he could not 
ftick his knife in, and dehred it mi^ht be changed ; 
1 opened it, and found in it a virgin-cake of iilver; 
which was very porous, and near the weight of fo 
much marmalade; the weight of each box being two 
hundred pieces of eight. In overhaling the reft, we 
found five more. It was at Cano that I, with great dif¬ 
ficulty, prevailed upon them to go to Puerto Seguro in 
California, to clean and refit our (hip for the intended 
long voyage; fo we weighed from hence and ftcered 
northwards. In the beginning of Auguft we reached 
the iflands Tres Marias, but could find no water in any 
of the three. After fpending three days in this fruitlefs 
fearch, we flood over for the main land of California. 
Auguft 11 we made that coaft, in hopes of meeting 
once more with the Succefs. The 13th, at day break, 
we found ourfelves near Puerto Seguro. Our anchor 
was no fboner down, than the natives came off to us in 


** Here tht reader fees the fum total of the dimdend^ 
to he Jbort of n»bat I faid the capture amounted too: 
** hut to fet that right ; there is a fecret article of 
** quadruples of gold ; nuhich captain Shelnsocke gracioujly 
“ fiared among private friends; each of thefe is worth 
** fixteen pieces of eight ; and make in the whole 10,032 
“ dollars^ which at 4/. each^ make 2340/. which 
added to the 98,604^, or 23,007/. l^i. 6 V. makes 
108,6361 dollars^ or i i/. 6^. all which 

** money captain Shelvocke has the modejly to conceal^ and 
fay thepnxtwas laden withflour^fugar^ tfr. Stewards 
book mentions the 627 doubloons, but not a word how 
** they were divided ; fo we muft imagine they were funk 
** among themi for as Stewart was agent, cafhier, 
“ and pay^mafter, it was an eafy matter to hide a bag of 
** goldfrom the public, and difpofe of it aflerwards in 
^ a committee of two or three f 

C c crouds. 
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crouds, feme on bark-logs, and fome fwimming. Our 
Ihip was in an inftant full of thefe fwarthy gentry 
quite naked; amongft the reft was their king, diftin- 
guilhed only by a black round ftick in his hand, which 
he delivered to me. I immediately returned it; then 
treated them with fweet-meats, which they feemed to 
like extremely well. They afterwards proved very 
ufeful to us, in helping to roll our calks of water, and 
carry wood to the boat. When we came to heel the 
Ihip, by putting them all on one fide, they found us a 
good bottom; and by their alTiftance, we did all our 
bufinefs in five days. Whilft I was here, a monftrous 
fort of fifh came to the furface of the water near the 
Ihore to fun himfelf. Some of the Indians feeing him, 
fifteen or fixteen of them fwam off and furrounded it, 
and by their art infenfibly drove it alhore ; when his 
belly touched the ground, the force with which he 
beat the beach with his fins is not to be expreffed, no 
more than their agility in endeavouring to kill him. 
They atlaft difpatched him, by the help of a dagger; 
which Mr. Randal lent them, who flood by. They 
foon cut him in pieces, and gave it to all Aat came. 
The filh was about fifteen feet broad, but not fo much 
in length. 1 mull not omit one thing, in which 
they would always get the better of us, and that was, 
in taking fnuff, which they would never fuffer us to 
ufe; but inftantly, on feeing us take a pinch out of 
our boxes, they would run to us, twill it out of our 
lingers, and with a frowning look throw it away. 

Auguft 18 we failed from Puerto Seguro for Canton- 
in China. On the 21ft we difeovered aniHand, bear¬ 
ing W. S. W. I ro leagues diftantfrom Cape St. Lubas ; 
which I judged to be feven or eight leagues in circum¬ 
ference, and my people called it Shelvocke’s Illand. 
In the beginning of Oflober we made the illand of 
Guam, and palled between that ille and Serpana, 
where, meeting with very bad weather, I lhapea my 
courfe for the illand of Formofa, and on the third of 
November had the fight of it, both Ihip and company 

being 
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being quite worn out with labour, want, and bad 
weather. From hence, in this melancholy condition, 
we direfted our courfe for the coaft of China, and on 
the 6th found ourfelves at the mouth of the river Loma. 

On the 1 oth in the evening, as we were pafling thro* a 
narrow channel, a fifherman near us, obferving we 
were afraid to venture between a couple of iflands, 
made iigns to us to bring to; we made him to under- 
Hand that we wanted to go to Macao, and he figniiied 
to us, that he would pilot us thither for as many 

E ieces of iilver as he counted fi(h out of his baf- 
et, which amounted to 40 ; we told out 40 dol¬ 
lars in a hat, and gave them to him. Upon this 
he came into the Ihip and toolc us in charge; brought 
us a-breaft of Pulo Lantoon, from whence we faw two 
Englilh Ihips at a diftance, pafling by the ifland of 
Macao, in their way from the river of Canton. The 
next day we anchored in the road of Macao, near the 
entrance of this river, which we could never have 
found by any charts. Macao being a place, where 
ihips always call for a pilot to condudi them up the 
river of Canton; I difpatched an ofiicer with a com¬ 
pliment to the governor, and ordered him to bring a 
pilot on board immediately; but heard nothing of 
him till morning, which caufed me much uneaflnefs. 

Early the next morning he returned, and with him a 
great many of the Succefs’s people. At firft I was very 
glad to fee them; but on hearing their ftory, my mind 
altered. They told me, captain Clipperton left me 
deflgncdly; that they went diredlly to Guam, where 
they were well fupplied with all neceflaries they want- ' ^ 
cd; that the captain fold the governor there a great 
deal of powder, (hot, and other valuable things, and 
fuffered the marquis Villa Roche to go afhore, with 
Mr. Godfrey, the agent, and an oflicer of marines i 
that as foon as they were landed, the boat come off a- 
gain; that captain Clipperton weighing his Ihip, to at¬ 
tack a veflTel of 20 guns from Manilla, which lajr in the 
road, ran upon the rocks, and perceiving his cafe 
. defperate, made himfelf drunk, while Mr. Davifonun- 
C c a dertook 
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dertook the command till he was killed; that then cap- 
tain Cooke commanded^ and got the fhip afloat aeain ; 
but that captain Clipperton did not recover himfdf till 
'' they were out at fea^ &c. But, whatever thefe officers 
told him, in excufe for themfelves, it muft be obferv- 
ed, the fafls were quite otherwife, as appears in the fore« 
going chapter. On the 12th about noon a pilot came 
off to us, and we entered the river of Canton, being 
certain to find fome European ihips at Wampo; after 
plying up four days, we found there, the Bonecta and 
Haflings, two Englifli Eafl India traders. Here an un¬ 
lucky accident happened the veiy evening I anchored, 
which was thus, one David Griffith, belonging to my 
Ihip, being in a great hurry to remove his e&ds on 
board the Bonetta^ boat, in which he was, happened 
to be chaced by an Hoppo, or cuftom-houfe boat j and 
fearing he would take away whatfilver he had, he fired 
a inuiket, and killed a Hoppo-man. Next morning the 
corp was laid at the door of the Engliih fadories, the 
Chinefe lying in wait for the firll Engliflimah that came 
out. It happened that the Supercargo of the Bonetta ap¬ 
peared one of the firfl. They Seized him immediately, 
and led him about the city of Canton in chains ; but 
foon after Griffith, who committed the fad, was deli¬ 
vered up to them, and the fupercargo releafed. | 
now complained to MeSs. HUl and Newiham, the cap¬ 
tains of the Cadogan and Francis, two other Er^Iiih 
jQiips, lying in the fame road. They came aboard, and 
when they faw the ruinous appearance of my flap, 
were afloniihed to think it was p^ble flie could have 
made fo long a flretch. After 1 had given thefe gen-. 
Clemen a I>rief hiflory of my voyage 1 defired they 
y^oidd receive my officers, and lmp"s company, witk 
their efleds, who, on feeing my ihip was in no con¬ 
dition to proceed farther, agreed to entertain us, aa 
foon ^ we pleafed, upon payment of our paiTages. 
This I depended on, but foon found that 1 thro* 
ignorance, applied to the wrong perfons. Being now 
made fenfible of my miflake, X lent a letter to me fu- 
percargoes, who^ thoVonlypaflengers when onboard, 

arc 
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are the chief men afliore, not to defire, but to demand 
a pafTage, for me, my officers, and company, which 
they agreed to; but with a charge to the captain, not 
to take in any thing belonging to us, but what was 
configned to the India company in England. I was 
now informed of the Hoppo’s demand for anchorage 
in the river, which was no lefs than 6500 tahely or 
2166I. 13s. 4d. llerling; an unconfcionable impofi- 
tion! but with which I was obliged to comply. How¬ 
ever I foon after fold my fliip f or 2000 tahcl, which 
money, with the reft of my effeds, were configned to 
the India company. 

- December 1721, I failed in the Cadogan, captain 
John Hill commander, in. company with the Francis, 
captain Newftiam. We continued ten days at Batavia, 
and had a very pleafant paifage to the Cape of Good 
Hope, like wife to St. Helena, alfo from thence to 
England, and arrived at Dungenefs July 30, 1722. 
.The fame night we hired a veifel to carry us to Dover; 
and the next morning proceeded towards London, 
where we arrived Auguft i, after* having fpent three 
years, eleven months, and ten days in this tedious and 
fatiguing voyage. 

It muft be confefTed, that this was, almoft in all 
refpeds, an ilLconduded, as well as an unfuccefsful 
expedition; and it is very evident, from the whole of 
this relation, that the work was intended, as an apology 
for his-own behaviour; which was occafioned by a 
law-fuit commenced againft him by the owiiers on his 
return home. But the worft of it was, that this voyage 
gave the public a bad idea of all expeditions to the 
South Seas. 
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CHAP. XXL 

Captain BetagVi account of the country of Peruj and 
tts inhabitants^ during his captivity. By Wfiy of 
appendix to the former chapter, 

I T was, fays this gentlemaB, in the beginning of the 
year 1720, Oh! fatal year to me and others f and 
about the middle of March; that captain Shelvocke 
fent me, Hatley, and the reft of us, to feek our for¬ 
tunes in the lighter, called the Mercury ; while he, in 
the Speedwell, went to plunder the village of Payta, 
where we might eafily have joined him, had he told 
us his defgn. We had not cruifed long about Cape 
Blanco, before we took a prize, with a g6od quantity 
of flour and chocolate. There was an old lady on 
board, with a thin old frier, whom we kept a day or 
two, and after taking out of the veflH what we wanted, 
we difeharged it and them tc^ether. Soon after this 
we took a pink, with about feventy perfons aboard, 
of whom thirty were negroes. Hatley going aboard, 
left me and Preflick, with four more hands in the 
Mercury, where we continued three days, when a 
heavy ihower of rain fell and fpi^ed all our bread, and 
dry proviflons; fo we got aboard the prize, leaving 
|hree hands in the Mercury. 

We flaid eight days on-and-oflT the cape, to wait for 
the Speedwell, were we fet the Spaniflt captain, the 
padre, and fome gentlemen paflengers alhord. At lafl 
we faw a fail, plying to windward, not doubting but it 
was the Speedwell, or Succefs, we flood towards her; 
and about ten in the morning we got near enough, to 
difeover (he was a (hip of war. The mafler of our 
prize told us jufl before, that he met the Brilliant cruif- 
ing for our privateers. Upon this, Hatley and I drefled 
ourfelves in Spaniih habits, boiiled Spanifh colours, and 
confined our prifoners in the great cabin, fuflering none 
of them but the Indians and negroes to appear upon 
deck. In this contrivance we had fucceeoed, had it 
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not been for the obftinacy of John Sprakc, who would 
not be kept off the deck. As the admiral came up, he 
fired a gun to the leeward ; hereupon we got along 
fide. Their firft quefiion was, if we had heard any¬ 
thing of the Engliih privateer? we anfwered, no. 
The next was. How it happened we were got no far¬ 
ther! we anfwered by reafon of the currents. They 
feemed fully fatisfied, and were getting their tacks aboard 
to make off, before Sprake and two or three more of our 
men came upon deck; when a Frenchman aboard the 
admiral, looking out at the mail-head, cryed out. 

Par Dieu, monlieur,.ils font Anglois; ” they imme¬ 
diately fired a broad fide into us, and fiightly wounded 
Hatley. They fent for all the Engliih on board, and 
ordered two of their own officers into the prize. As 
for me, they ordered, I fliould be fent fortymiles up the 
country, with Mr. Preffick and my feijeant Cobbs to 
bear me company. Hatley, and the reift were ordered 
to Lima by land, which was a journey of 400 miles. 
This poor gentleman having doubly incurred their 
difpleafure^ firft for returning into thofc feas, after 
having been a prifoner fo long, and ufed fo well; ai^d 
next for dripping the Portugucfc captain of a good 
quafl^ty of moidores, fome of wluch were fonnd upon 
him. 

The cuftom of travelling in this country, is, horn 
fix in the evening till eight in the morning, on account 
of the fcorching heat of the mid-day fun.'I obferved the 
country one Open plain, with Indian plantations. The 
foil is pleafant and fertile ; and if it was well watered^ 
it would be as fine a country as any in the world. When 
night approached, we were puzzled in our way. I 
fometimes found myfelf ftopped by hills of fand, and 
my mule would endeavour to pull the reins out of 
hand, fo the Ipdian advifed me to throw them on his 
neck; when this was done, the creature readily found 
his way. At night we Vefted a little at an old empty 
houfe in a coppice, about half way; which my guide 
told me was built by the inhabitants of Piura, for the 
reception of prince St. Bueno, viceroy of Peru, when 
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they met him on the entrance of his government and 
«galed him. At feven in the morning we came to 
Piura, a regular pretty town, on the banks of Collan. 
The Indian condudled us to the houfe of an honeft 
.Spanifh gentleman, who, having heard his charge, 
our guide returned to Payta. In a quarter of an hour’s 
time, the town’s people flocked to fee the fine ftiew, 
and, inftead of being ufed like prifoners at diferetion, we 
were entertained with fredom and civility. Our keep¬ 
er’s name \<ras Don Jeronimo Baldiviefo. He had five 
daughters, upon the fight of whom, and their obliging 
way of receiving us, we hoped our captivity would 
prove no way diiagreeable. I now began to be fenfi* 
ble of the admiral’s favour, and that for his fake we 
met with good treatment. After we had refrefhed 
ourfelves with chocolate, bifeuit and water, we heard 
a welch harper in fome inner apartment, playing 
various parts of feveral. famous Italian, as well as 
Englifli compofitions; and, on enquiry, found, that 
-all the honeft Spaniards daughter’s fung or played upon 
fome inilrument or other. The viceroy being an 
Italian, had brought a great many muficians of that 
country with him; who have now fpread mufic every 
where, and it is as good in Peru, as in Old Spain. 

All the European commodities are vended thro’ the 
Spanifh America by a fort of pedlars on foot, who 
come from Panama to Payta by water; and lefleh 
their burdens as they go along. Their travelling ex- 
pences are inconfiderable, for the Indians arc brought 
' fo much under, that they find lodging for them, and 
provender for their mules. According to the Spanifh 
cuftom, our dinner was fet on the table under cover, 
where our keeper and we eat together, while the good 
•lady, and her daughters, fat together in another room. 
This is their praftice at alLmeals, and, if flrong liquors 
are drank, it is then. We never difobliged the good 
old Spaniard, except once, when he faw me drinking a 
rdram with the Dodor at the vidualling-houfe : nothing 
being more difagreeablc to the Spaniards than drunken- 
uefs; it was fome time bofbre 1 could make amen^ for 
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this condudl: yet they admit of galantry in its utmoll 
extent, fo that it is only changing one vice for another* 
After having.fpent hx weeks at Piura^ our Indian guide 
came to condudl us to Payta, the admiral being re¬ 
turned. When we were on the point of taking leave, the 
furgeon was milling, which kept us here a day longer* 
The towns people had concealed him, refolving to 
keep him with them, being a very ufcful man; and if 
he could have procured a fmall cheft of medicines, he 
foon might have made a pretty fortune. The next day 
we mounted our mules, parting with our kind keeper 
and his family with great relu^Unce. We were put oa 
board the admiral at Payta, who, having done nothings 
made a fort of cruiling voyage to Ca^, the port of 
Lima. As foon as we arrived here, vve were fent to 
the fame prifon, in which the Aip’s company were con¬ 
fined; Mr. Hatley only excepted, for the reafbns above- 
mentioned. Soon after commillioners were appointed 
to determine whether we Ihould be tr<^tecLas criminals^ 
pr as prifoners of war; and it was happy for us that the 
viceroy, who was an archbifliOp, would not fign any 
Older for our execution. As for Hatley* feme were 
for fending him to the mines, others for hanging him | 
but the feveral accounts of c^tain Shelvocke's vile pro¬ 
ceedings, of the truth of wmch our people at Lima 
were uifficieat evidence; (for, befidesHeutenant Sier- 
jeantlbn^ and his men, who were brought hither, came 
the men whom Slmlvocke fent with Hopkins to Ihift for 
themfelves in a poor empty bark, and were forced to 
furrender to the Indians;) fo that the court believing 
Shelvocke more a principal in the piratical aft than 
Hatley, let u? all go by degrees. Hatley, indeed, wa# 
kept in irons about a twelvemonth. My imprtfonmenc 
lafied but a fortnight, which was owing to the inter- 
pofition of Mr. Fitzgerald, a gentleman born in France^ 
who, by becoming my fecurity, procured me to have 
the liberty of the city; by which means I had ^ op¬ 
portunity of informing myfelf of what palTed in 
part of the world. 

- Mji 


Digitized by Google 


< j 



2 g6 7 ’he Voyages of 1720. 

My firft enquiry was after the condition of other 
Englifh prifoners here, who came before us ; I was 
told, that moil of them had taken up^the religion of the 
country, were new chriftened, and difperfed among the 
convents. The lirft I met, had his new catechifm iii 
one hand, and a pair of large beads in the other. 
laughing, alked the fellow how he liked it ? he an4 
fwered, verjr well, for having his religion to feek, he 
thought theirs better than none, fince it procured him 
meat, drink, and a quiet lifer Many of Shelvocke's 
men followed this example, perhaps for as good a 
reafon as our people can give for their occaiional con¬ 
formity. About this lime, four or five of Clipperton’s 
men, and as many of Shelvocke’s, met together at a 
public houfe, kept by one John Bell, an Englifhman, 
to drink a bowl of punch, got drunk, and quarrelled ^ 
and, forgetting they were true catholics, miftook an 
image of fome honeft faint that flood in a corner for 
one of their company, knocked him down, and de- 
moliflied him. For this offence, they were all fent to 
the inquifition; but after five days, honefl John their 
landlord procured their enlargement. Soon after, l i 
of thefe converts formed a rcheme to run away with 
the Magaretta, a little fhip, now lying in the harbour. 
In a few days the plot was difeovered, and they put 
in prifon. The government highly provoked, had near 
determined their execution, when an order came to 
difeharge all but Sprake the projeftor, who was kept 
in irons three months, and then fet at liberty. This 
ihews that the Spaniards in Peru, are, by no means, 
lb cruel, either in civil or ecclefiaflical profecudons, 
as they are in Europe. 

While I was prifoner here, I made the befl ufe of 
that leifure I enjoyed for the fervice of my country, 
by examining the prefent ftate of Peru, their manner 
of living, the forms of their government, their bufi- 
nefs and diverfions, of all which I was an eye-witnefs. 
I fliall begin with the defeription of Lima, where 1 
fpent moll part of ray tifne. This great and rich city 
is the capital of Peru, and the feat of an archbilhop. 

It 
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It is cegularly built, the ilreets large and fpadous. It 
is compofed of little fquares, and ftands in an open 
vale, having a gentle ftream to water it, by which it is 
divided as London is by the Thames j allowing for the 

t reat difproportion ; the port being at Calao, 7 miles 
elow. The houfes are but one iiory, and but 14 feet 
high, on account of the frequent earthquakes * in this 
country. Here are 8 pariflies, 3 colleges, 28 monafte- 
ries of friers, and 13 of nuns, which make a fourth 
part of the city. However, by the quick flow of 
money, and the vail fums l^queathed, they are all 
well endowed. Here are alfo two hofpitals for the 
flck, poor, and difabled. The city is two miles long, 
a naife and half broad, and the wall with the river 
make it in circumference iix miles. On the eail of the 
river lies the other part of the city, being joined by a 
handfome ilone bridge of feven arches. I computed 
70,000 perfons in Lima of all colours. Of all parts 
of the world the people here are moil expenflve in ap¬ 
parel. The men dreis as they do in England, their 
coafs fllk, flne cloth from England, or hair camblets, 
embroidered with gold and filver; their waiilcoats 
commonly the beil brocade. The women never wear 
flays or hoops, only ilitched Holland jackets next their 
fliifts. They generally throw a fquare piece of fwan- 
Ikin flannel over their Moulders, covert all over with 
Flanders *lace; and have gold and fll.ver lace round 
their petticoats. When they walk, the Creolian women 
are veiled, but not the Mulatto. Till the age of thirty 
they wear no headcloaths : but the pride of the fex is 
in Mechlin and BruiTels lace, with which they trim their 
linen in a profufe manner, not omitting their Iheets, fhifls, 
and pillows. At to pearls and precious flones; in rings^ 
bracelets, and necklaces, they are very extravagant. ' 

• On the of Oiloher^ 1746, a violent Jhock hap* 

penedf vjhich intirely deftroyed this great city^ voith all its 
inhabitants: at the fame time^ the port-tovun of Calao *was 
alfo demolijhed^ vohere 5000 perfons werefwallovjedup a* 
live^ and buried in the ruins* 
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The viceroy has a ftatcly palace in the great fquare 
of the dty^ which I take to be as large as- Lincoln's- 
Inn-Square. His falary is i0,000 1 . a year, and his 
perquiuces double that fum : and tho' his government 
expires at three, four, or five years, as the lung pleafes, 
having all places in his gift, he is fuppofed to make a 
good fortune for life. The country, in Peru, is na¬ 
turally fubjed to earthquakes. 1 have been two or 
three times called out of my bed when fuch a thing 
has happened, tho' we have heard no more of it ; their 
houfes are all built with bambo, canes, and bricks 
dried in the fun, which are durable enough, as it never 
rains The covering is matting fpread over with 
afhesL to keep out the dew, which is all the wet they 
have. The little river is mofily fnow-water, coming 
down from the neighbouring mountains, that are au 
the^year covered with fnow; a great part of which is 
melted in fummer, which lads from September to 
March. One would imagine this country Ihould be 
much hotter than it really is ; but there is no comparU 
fon between the heat of this climate in America, and 
the fame degrees of latitude in Afeica. The want of 
rain in this part of the continent, is, in feme meafure, 
compenfatM by the canals and drains made by the 
Indians before the conquefi, for bringing down water 
feom the mountains, by great labour and art; fo that 
the valleys arc refireftied, producing com, grafs, and 
various fruits. They have plenty of cattle, fowl, and 
fifli, and all provifions common with us, except butter, 
inftead of which they always ufe lard: they have oil, 

• yf Spamjh hiflorian has ginjin ns the natural caufe of 
thit confiant drought. He obfemyes^ the foutb mseft ^inds 
hlonjts upon the Perwian coaft all the year ^ and the ocean 
h called the Pdeife Oceany hecaufe the^ivinds never dlfturb 
it* ^hefe eafy gales hear amsay the waters from the plains^ 
before they can rtfe^ andform a body fufficient to defeend 
in a Jhower: hut when thty are carried farther astd 
higher, they grow more compa^, and at length fall, hy 
their own weight, into rain* 

wine. 
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wine, and brandy enough, but not fo good as in Eu¬ 
rope. They drink much of the Jefuits herb camini, 
brought from Paraguay by land 5 for all Eaft India tea 
is forbid ; of this they make a deco6lion, and fuck it 
thro’ a pipe. Chocolate is their ufual breakfaft, and 
the grace-cup after dinner j fometimes they drink a glafs 
of brandy for digeftion, but feldom any wine. In 
the kingdom of Chili they make a little butter; and 
their way of doing it is very remarkable. The cream 
is put into a flicep flcin, kept for that ufe ; two women 
lay it upon a table, and lhake it between them till the 
butter comes; but inftead of this they always.ufe lard. 
The Spaniards are no friends to the bottle; yet gal¬ 
lantry and intrigue are here brought to perfedlion 5 in- 
fomuch as it is unmannerly not to have a miftrefs, and 
Icandalous not to keep her well. The worhen, indeed, 
have many accomplifhments, both natural and acquired; 
their converfation is free, their motion graceful, their 
looks winning, and their words engaging. Yet this prac¬ 
tice is attended with many inconveniences, notwithftand- 
ing the regularity with which it is carried on ; for the men 
are fo ferioufly taken up with thefe fort of matters, that 
the women engrofs moft part of their time, and fpoil 
public converfation: for this reafon here are no taverns 
or coffee-houfes, and the men are never to be met with 
but at their offices, or at church. Nay farther, this 
propenfity to gallantry depreffes the fpirits, and is the 
bane of induftry, corrupting the minds of both fexes, 
and inftilling the bafell principles of indolence and 
debauchery. So natural it is for the love of pleafure^to 
daftardize the very braveft people. From this deficien¬ 
cy of fpirits in thefe Spaniards, their careleffnefs with 
refpedl to thofe countries and iflands yet undifcovered, 
in the neighbourhood of their vail dominions in A** 
merica, may be juftly attributed. The regions which 
lie far north of the kingdom of Mexico, are known 
to abound with filver, precious flones, and other rich 
-commodities; yet the Spaniards not only decline their 
conquefis, but difcourage, as much as poffible, the 
report fpread of the wealth and value of thpfe coun- 
c D d tries. 
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tries. If this proceeded from a maxim of true policy, 
that of being content, and applying themfelves to 
govern well what they already poifefs, would be very 
commendable: but while it plmnly appears from their 
viceroys and officers, that their foie view is to accumu¬ 
late wealth, at the expence of thofe they &oald pro- 
tedt; is it not natural for the people to wiih they 
would apply themfelves to difcoveries, which would 
afford the governors means of making their fortunes, 
without oppreffing fuch as already are the fubjedts of 
Spain ? 

Of all the difcoveries that have been talked of a- 
mong the Spaniards, none made fo much noife as the 
Hlands of Solomon, which are fuppofed to be thofe 
difcovercd by Ferdinand de Quiros, who reported them ' 
to be exceffivcly rich, as well as populous. Don Alvaro 
de Miranda was afterwards fent upon difcovering them, 
but mifcarried in the fcarch. While I was at Peru this 
attempt was renewed, but to no purpofe. The perfon^ 
who was employed in this difeovery, was one Mr. 
Thaylet, a French trader, and an expex:t artift, with 
whom I was well acquainted at Lima. He had for¬ 
merly commanded feveral good fhips, and offered his 
fervice to the government, which was kindly received. 
The iirff affair of importance, in which he was em¬ 
ployed, was an expedition to the iffand Juan Fernan¬ 
dez, in order to hnd the bottle left there by captain 
Clipperton fot captain Shelvocke, of which the vice¬ 
roy was iirfbrmed by one of Clipperton’s men who 
was taken prifoner While Mr. Thaylet was gone 
upon this cruile, a Spanifh (hip arrived at Calao, the 
maffer of which reported, that, being driven from his 
courfe, he had made the iflands of Solomon. On Mr. 
Thaylet’s return with Cjipperton’s inffrudions, and his 

* I might addy fays our author^ that this is fo direS 
' a refutation of all that captain Shehuocke has advanced 
upon this fuhje^^ that it is imfoffihle fir any man to he- 
lit*ve nvhat he charges captain Clifpertan with to be 
true^ 
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two men who deferted there, the viceroy, willing to 
encourage him, ordered the fame veffel to be fitted 
out for two months under Thaylet’s command, to 
fearch for the aforefaid iflands; but after having ex¬ 
pended his provifions, he returned without fuccefs. 

The riches of Peru confift in their filver mines; the 
moft remarkable of which, at prefent, are thofe of 
Loxa, Camora, Cuenca, Puerto Vejo, and St. Juan 
del Oro. Thefe are worked at prefent. kA|C Potofi like- 
wife, are a great number of mines, which are all worked 
, with more or lefs profit. There are fome mines to the 
north of Lima, but to the foudi they are very nume¬ 
rous. On the back of the Andes lies a nation called 
Lofs Plateros, or the plate-men, from the quantities 
of filver they pofTefs ; but the Spaniards have little 
communication with them. The beft of their mine- 
countries are to the fouth of Cufco, from thence to 
Potofi, and to the frontiers of Chili, where, for the 
fpace of 300 miles, there arc a continued fucceffion of 
mines, fome deferted, and others difcovered every day. 

The feveral monuments of antiquity, which now re* 

. main at Cufco, invincibly prove, that we muft not judge 
of the ancient fiate of the Indians, by what we hear of 
them at prefent. One cannot conceive how they could 
raife the walls of the Temple of the Sun, the remains 
of which are ftill to be feen at Cufco; thefe walls are 
formed of Hones fixteen feet diameter, and which, tho* 
rough and irregular, fo exactly fit one another, that 
there is not any void between them. I faw alfo, con¬ 
tinues our author, the ruins of feveral of thofe edifices, 
which they called Tambos, made ufe of as magazines, 
and where the Incas lodged when they travelled; the 
gates of which are not wide, but very lofty, and the 
walls of a kind of granite. All thefe edifices are fitu- 
ated along the magnificent road, which was near 400 
leagues long, and leads from Cufco to Quito. It is 
impoffible to behold fuch monuments as are Hill remain¬ 
ing, without being difpofed to think advantageoully of 
thofe, who had the boldnefs to undertake^ and the re- 
folution to finiih them, < 

D d 2 The 


Digitized by VjOOQIC 



302 The Voyages of 1720. 

The bcft ore that comes from the firil-mendoned 
mtnes^ is in a form the Spaniards called pinnas, which 
is a very porous lump of filvcr, being the remainder 
of a pafte, made of lilver^uft and mercury: this laft, 
when exhaled, leaves a fpongy mafs, full of holes, 
and light. We fhall not trouble the reader with the 
particular progrefs of the ore from the mine to this 
Kind of mafs, but only let him know that it is firfl 
reduced to a fine powder, then kneaded up with quick- 
filvcr. Thefe fpongy lumps are afterwards caft into 
ingots, on which are damped the arms of the crown, 
and alfo thofe of the place where they were cad, with 
their weight and quantity. Thefe mines belong to the 
perfon that fird difcovers them. All that fuch a one 
digs out, is his own, paying the king’s duty, which, for 
gold is a 2Cth part, and for filver a 5th. The mine 
countries are fo very cold and barren, that the inha¬ 
bitants get mod of their provifions from the coad. 
This is occafioned by the falts and fulphurs exhaled 
from the earth, which dedroy the feeds of all vege¬ 
tables. One would wonder that throughout this part 
of the world, that country ftiould be bed inhabited 
which is the mod barren and unwholfome; while thofe 
parts, which may vie with Paradife itfelf for beauty 
and fertility, are but thinly peopled. Yet, this is 
cafily reconciled, when we reded, that it is not the love 
of eafe, but the third of wealth, that draws people 
hither. 

It would be needlefs here to attempt a defenption of 
the large kingdom of Chili, which has been already 
done by various authors. All that we intend is, to give 
the reader fuch an idea of it; as he may comprehend 
- the nature of its trade, how it is conneded with the 
general commerce of Peru, and how the wealth of it 
is tranfported to Europe. The foil, where it admits 
of cultivation, is very fertile, and fuch fruit trees as 
are brought hither from Europe, come to the greated 
perfedion. It is common to fee apple-trees here, with . 
their fruit coming forward all the year, that is, with 
blodbms, apples jud formed; green and ripe fruit at the 
. ' fame 
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fame time. The valleys wear a perpetual verdure, and 
the hills are covered with odoriferous herbs. Here are 
trees of all kinds ht for every ufe; fo that, indepen¬ 
dent of its gold mines. Chili may be accounted one of 
the richeft and hneft countries in the world. Yet, 
notwithllanding all thefe advantages, it is but thinly 
peopled. It is, indeed, fubjed to earthquakes, but not 
in fo dreadful a degree as Peru. This country would 
admit of the greatell and mod ufeful improvements in 
grain and fruit; yet are the Spaniards fo indolent, that 
they ei^rely negled it: they will not put a hand to 
any kind of work; but leave every thing to the Indians, 
whom they make their drugdes, tho' they are not to be 
ufed as fuch, by an exprels prohibition from the king 
of Spain. And thefe are not the mod adive fervants; 
for when the oxen are to be led to the plough, or any 
other carriage, they will not dir from home without 
they are allowed to ride. They ride bare-lcgged, have 
fpurs of a mondrous fize, and make no fcruple of gor¬ 
ing their horfes fides, having fuch plenty of them, that 
as foon as one is tired, they turn him loofe among the 
woods, and immediately take another. Their manner 
of catching an horfe, ox, or a dieep is with a noofe in 
the end of a cord, at which they are furprizingly dex¬ 
terous, and whenever they mount their horfes, they 
never fail of providing themfelves with one of thefe. 
It is a very ufeful weapon even againd an enemy, 
cading it about his body, and then dra^ng him along 
full fpeed. Their horfes are very fwift, and they ute 
them accordingly, being always on the gallop, without 
any regard to hills or valleys. The trot and pace be¬ 
ing unknown here. We had the diverlion of taking 
four fea wolves here, whofe (kin is only valuable. Here 
are prodigious quantities of fea and land fowls, and 
fome of the latter of a mondrous fize, efpecially the 
condor; which is three times bigger than an European 
turkey, having a white ring round the neck. The 
hawks here are of two kinds, one exactly like ours; 
the other has a top-knot on the head, and a red upper 
mandible. Of the latter fort I purchafed a male and 
D d 3 female, 
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female/ who got away when we were above 200 
leagues from land. 1 muft here alfo obferve^ that 
Chili and Peru afford inibiBces of avaiice and oppref- 
. fion that far exceed any praftifed in Europe, and 
which are a fcandal and impediment to religion. 

When a Spanifh pedlar goes into this country, be 
waits upon the chief fird, and (lands before him without 
fpeaking a word. The cacique, after a (hort paufe, 
fays to him, Are you come ? he anfwers, I am. What 
have you brought me ? replies the chief. I bring you, 
rejoins 'the Spaniard, wine. Sec. Hereupon the ca¬ 
cique bids him welcome ; then appoints him a lodging 
near his own cottage, where his wives and children 
bid him welcome al^, and demand a prefent, which he 
gives. At the fame time the chief or cacique blows a 
horn trumpet which he has by him, to give his fcac- 
tered fubjedls . notice of the merchant's arrival, with 
whom they may trade. They come and view hie 
goods, conhiling of combs, knives, glaf&s, ribbands, 
rneedles, thread, faws, hatchets, &c. When they have 
made their bargains, they carry the things home without 
paying for them ; fo that the merchant delivers all, not 
knowing to whom, or feeing any thing of his debtors. 
When he is about to go away, the cacique orders pay¬ 
ment by blowing his horn again; then every man 
honeftly brings the cattle he owes: and becaufethefe 
,confi(l of mules, cows, oxen, goats, &€. the cacique 
orders a number of men to condud them to the Spamih 
frontiers. Here it may be remarked, that there is as 
much civility and honedy among thefe people, whom 
we term favages, as in the mod polite, and well-go> 
verned dates, or kingdoms. The great, number of 
cows and bullocks which are killed in Chili every year 
come from the plains of Paraguay, which are covered 
with them; and, by having a communication with 
La Conception and Buenos Ayres, they make all the 
herds of beeves and goats, which they kill in Chili 
by thoufands for tallow and lard, anfwer their ends. 
Thefe (laughters alfo afford the hides, andi afpecially 
the goat-(kins, which they drefs like Morocco leather* 

I . and 
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and fend to Peru to make (hoes. Befides the trade of 
hides, tallow, and fait meat, the inhabitants of Lur 
Conception deal with the Chilians for corn, with which 
they annually load ten or more (hips of fifty tons each 
for the port of Calao. The mines of Quilogoya and 
Quilacura, lie within four leagues of this port, and 
afford vaft quantities of gold. And the Eftancia del 
Re, or king’s farm, which is alfo at no great diftance, 
is, by much the moft pkntiful lavadore, or wafhing 
place in all Chili, where there are fometimes found 
lumps of pure gold of a prodigious fize. 

There is another, and the moft confiderable port of 
them all; which is ^at of Valparaifo. This is efteemed 
one of the beft harbours in the South Seas. To this 
port all the riches of the gold mines which lie behind 
and on every fide of it are brought; it lies up a river 
fifteen leagues below St.Jago, capital of Chili. In 
the gold mines of Tihil the ore is found in a very hard 
ftone, fome of which fparkles, - and betrays the in- 
clofed treafure to the eye; tho’ moft of it has not the 
leaft fign of gold, but appears to be a barfh and hard 
kind of ftone of various colours, fome white, fome 
•black, fome red. This is broken in a mill, and re¬ 
duced into a grofs powder, with which is mixed quick- 
iilver. To this pafte they let in a fharp ftream of water, 
which reduces it to a kind of mud, the earthy par¬ 
ticles are carried off by the current, and the gold and 
quickfilver precipitate by their own weight. When 
Ais mud has fettled into a kind of pafte, they pot it 
into a linen bag, and ftrain it very hard, by which 
means the greateft part of the mercury is driven out: 
the remainder they evaporate by fire, fo that they have 
all the gold together in a little wedge, like a pine ap^ 
pie; from whence it is called pinna. The gold mines, 
of all others, produce metal ^e moft unequally. They 
follow a vein which grows wider, then narrower, and 
Sometimes feem^ loft, in a fmall depth of ground; 
this fport of nature, gives the miners hopes of finding 
what they call the purfe; which is the end of a vein. 
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fo rich, that it fometimes makes the owner wealthy in 
an inftant. 

On the defcent of this mountain, during the rainy 
feafon, a rapid llream of water, pafling trough the 
gold ore, waihes abundance of that rich metal, as it 
ripens, from the bed; on which account it is, for four 
months, cfteemed the beft lavadore in Chili; and with 
good reafon, fince here are fometimes found lumps of 
pure gold, of an ounce weight. Four leagues farther 
from Valparaifo, at a place called Palma, is another 
rich lavadore; and all over the country hereabouts the 
fall of a rivulet is attended with golden fhowers, the 
richeft of which fall into the laps of the jefuits, who 
purchafe a number of mines and lavadores, and work 
them by their own fervants. The foil about this port 
is rich, and fruitful; infomuch that forty ihips laden 
with com, go ^innually from hence to Lima; and 
notwithftanding the vaii exportation, the fame com¬ 
modity is here fold cheap, an Engliih bufhel being to 
be bought for lefs than 3 s. Before we quit this fubjedf, 
it (hould be obferved, that there is a great trade carried 
on thro’ all Chili from the North Seas, by the way of 
Buenos Ayres, by which they receive European com¬ 
modities, and a large balance of fiver in return. This, 
perhaps, is the greateft inland commerce in the world; 
for it is 1500 miles from Buenos Ayres to Potofi, and 
tho’ it be but 160 leagues more to Valparaifo, this 
road is more difficult to pafs than all the reft; fbr the 
journey thro’ the mountains, called by the Spaniards 
La Cordilleras*, lakes up feven days, tho*it is not above 
60 miles; and the paftengers are obliged to carry pro- 

viftona 

. . ’ ■■ - 

* The mountains called the Cordilleras are part of the 
fron)ince of S^mtOy to the north andfouth of nuhich capital^ 
1fanjo lands extremely njoell cultnvatedy and a great num^ 
her of tonjons and •villages inhabited by Spaniards and In^- 
diansy as much peopled as fame of our counties in England^ 
The city cf ^ito contains 30 or 40,000 inhahitantSy of 
nsfhich no more than one third are of Spanifi extraction. 

Com- 
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vifions for thdr mules, as as themfelves and at¬ 
tendants; the whole road^heing a continued trad of 
rocks and precipices, the country round expofed to 
fnows, and exceffively barren: however, from St. Jago 
to the mines, and from thence to Valparaifo, is equally 
pleafant and fafe. It is worth the reader’s notice to 
obferve, that this journey from Buenos Ayres to Val¬ 
paraifo, is diredly acrofs the whole continent of South 
America: which is a clear proof of the vaft extentodf 
the Spanifh empire,' which reaches from fea to fea. 
On the whole, tho’ a great part of this country be quite 
defert, yet the Spaniards fettled in Chili acquire an¬ 
nually vaft riches; fince the country is but thinly in¬ 
habited, and all the gold drawn from the mines and 
lavadores muft be divided among them. The people 
of St. Jago live in fuch a manner, as fufficiently de- 
monftrates the truth of this obfervation, and, at the 
fame time, the riches of Chili: fmce all their utenfik, 
even thofe that are moft common, are of pure gold, 
and it is believed, that the wealth of this city alone 
amounts to 20,000,00c. Add to this, that their gold 
mines are continually encreafing, and it is only for 
the want of hands, they are not worked to infinitely 
more advantage, thofe already difeovered, and ne- 
glefted, being fuffident to employ 40,000 men. 

The Spaniards endeavour, by all ways poflible, to 
prevent the vaft: riches of thofe extenfive dominions 
from paftinginto other hands; but the knowledge that 
other nations have of them, on the one hand, and the 
great demand of European manufaduires, among their 


Commodities are not dear here foreign manufactures alone^ 
nubicb it is *uery difficult to convey hithery bear an excejji^ve 
price'y. the country Jupplies it abundantly ^ith all the »r- 
cejfaries of life. The day, in this provincey is alnxayt 
pretty nearly equal to the night. It is a perpetual equinox ; 
and has the fame degree of temperature throughout the 
‘whole year. It is the rains aloncy that fall Jrttm No^ 
member to May^ mshich diftinguijh she feafons* 

inhabi- 
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inhabitants on the othen have excited almofi every na¬ 
tion in Europe to endeavwlr to gain a fhare of them; 
who have done this too fo efie^ually, that it is a doubt, 
whether any confiderable part of thefe riches centre a- 
xnong the inhabitants of Spain; as will plainly ap^^ar, 
if we confider, that the very trade carried on from 
Spain to thefe parts, is of much greater confequence to 
foreigners, than to the Spaniards, they having few 
commodities, and fearce any manu^dtures to make up 
their cargoes, but what they purchafe from other coun¬ 
tries. The merchants of Cadiz are barely fadtors for 
the Englifli, French, and Dutch, whofe goods they 
purchafe, and fend to America, paying for 3 iem out of 
the returns made by the plate>f)eet; fo that prodi^ous 
fums of money mult be annually exported to obtain 
fuch commodities. Beiides thefe, there are many 
other drawbacks, which the Spaniards are obliged to 
fubmitto: for example, all the negroes they employ 
in their plantations, and elfewhere, are purchafed from 
foreigners, particularly of the Englilh and Dutch, at a 
very large expence. Nay, farther, under the pretence 
of furniming them with negroes, there is a clanddHne 
trade annually carried on, from all their coafb on the 
North Sea. But they were pretty fafe in the South Seas, 
from any thing, except the depredations of pirates, till 
the general war, on account of the fucceBion to the 
crown of Spain, began; this created a new kind of 
contraband trade, unknown to former ages; we mean, 
the French interlopers, who carried va 5 quantities of 
European goods into the South Seas, which, till that 
time, fcarcc any other nation attempted.^ This inno¬ 
vation was always looked upon wim an evil eye by 
the court of Madrid; but as there were many circum- 
ftances, at that time, which rendered this a fort of 
necelfary evil, the Spaniards, inhabitants of Old Spain, 
were obliged to fubmit to it; but as to the Creolians, if 
they had European goods, at a cheap rate, they cared 
not who took their money. The hiftory of Acfe in¬ 
terlopers is fo important, as well as curious, and at the 

fame 
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fame time fo very little known in England, we pre- 
fume it will be well received by the reader; being com- 
pofed, fays our author, of fuch remarks, as fell within 
the compafs of my own obfervation; of the truth of 
which I am a competent witnefs. 

The town of St. Malo has always been noted for 
good privateers, which hurt the Englifti and Dutch 
trade very much during the reigns of king William, 
and part of queen Anne; and all the French South-Sea- 
trade is owing to their privateering. It is farther to 
be remarked, that tho’ our Englilh admiralty had a 
ftout fquadron cruiiing in the Atlantic ocean, yet we 
never took one of their South-Sea-men. My reafon for 
this is, they kept their Ihips extremely clean, having 
ports to careen at, which we did not think of; for in 
the year 1709, when I belonged to her majefty’s (hip 
the Loo, being one of the convoys to Newfoundland, 
we faw a 50 gun ihip upon the coaft, and chaced her 
loon, difcovering Ihe was French built; but ihe crouded 
fail, and as foon left us, having been juft cleaned at 
Placentia. We were afterwards informed, by French 
prifoners, that Ihe was bound to St. Malo, with three 
millions of dollars on board, and was then fo trim, as 
Ihe trufted to her fpeed, and valued nobody. Since 
Placentia has been yielded to Great Britain, they make 
ufe of St. Catharina; the ifland Grande; or Martinico, 
in the Weft Indies. 

This trade turning out fo well, they all fell into it, 
fending no lefs than twenty fail of Ihips every year. I, 
fays our author, faw on the coaft of Chili, in the 
year 1721, eleven fail there, among which were feve- 
ral of 50 guns, and one called the Flower-de-luce, 
that could mount 70. This being contrary to the 
Affiento treaty, memorials were frequently prefented 
at Madrid, and the king of Spain, unwilling to break 
his engagements with England, refolved to gratify 
that court, by deftroying the French trade in the South 
Seas; Accordingly, his maiei^ fitted out a ftrong 
fquadron, under the command of Mr. Martinet, for this 
purpofe. It feems as if, by this expedition, an expe¬ 
riment 
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riment was made^ to fee if the Spaniards were hardy 
enough to weather Cape Horn ; but alas! they, ever 
lince acquiring their pofleflions in America, are grown 
fo idle and delicate, that it would be a difficult talk, to 
find an intire Ihip’s company able to perform that navi¬ 
gation. 

The vaft advantages proceeding from the trade of 
Chili, are fo notorious, that his catholic majefty was 
obliged to (hut out all nations, as well as Great Bri - 
tain, tho* he makes nothing of it himfelf; for it is rare 
toh:ar that a Spanilh Ihip has gone by Gape Horn. 
From hence arifcs the extraordinary price all European 
goods bring at Peru and Chili. I have been told at 
Lima, that they are often fold at 400 per cent, profit. 

When Martinet arrived in Chili to take and deftroy 
the Malomcn, his own countrymen, under the king of 
Spain’s commiffion j he fuffered but one of fourteen to 
efcape him ; this too, againil his will; (he hiding her- 
felf in a clofe harbour ; tho' this was doing a fenlible 
kindnefs to the South Sea company; the trading part 
of the Creole Spaniards were almoft ruined by its 
hindering the circulation of money, and fpoiling bufi- 
nefs; fo that they could not endure the fight of the 
French men of war, tho’ they liked the Malomen 
merchants well enough. On the other hand, the 
Fnench, imagining they had done the Spaniards great ‘ 
fervice, expedled civil treatment: but when Martinet 
brought his prizes into the port of Calao, his officers 
&c. gave themfelves extravagant airs, which incenfed 
the Creolians more againil them; and mutual quar¬ 
rels grew fo high, that the enfign on board the Ruby 
was (hot from a window, and more killed. The cn- 
iign, being the nephew of Jonquiere, captain of the 
Ruby, he brought their three Ihips to bear on the town 
of Calao, and threatened to demoliih it, unlefs the 
aflaffin was delivered up; but all his bluftering having 
no manner of effed, he prevailed with Commodore 
Martinet to make the beft of his way home. About 
this time many rich palTengers were got together at the 
town of Conception, to t^e their paflage to Europe. 

Herein 
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•Herein Jonqiiiere got the ftirt of iho commodore, 
having firft reached that port, and got fo many good 
paffengers in his Ihip, whofe effects all together, I was 
well informed, amounted to four millions of dollars. 
What a fine booty, adds captain Bctagh, did we mifs 
thro’ Shelvockc’s obftinate condudl! for when the Ruby 
found us in the harbour of St. Catharine’s, Jonquicre’s 
•compahy confifted but of fixty found men, out of 400; fo 
that he was really afraid of os, and durft hot fend Ws 
%oat out to the watering place, where Our coopers, 
&c. were at work, till he had lirit aflced oUr captain 
leave. To cdnyince the reader, that the St. Malomen 
were not difeouraged at thefe captures and confifcations, 
we found the Soloihon of that place, carrying 40 guns 
•and 150 men at Hilo, on the coaft of Chili, with feveral 
^itlall barks at her ftem; here (he fold her cargo in 
fix Weeks, got a fupply of provifions, and left the 
toad without: ihterrujption. 

• I mUft here add a few remarks on captain Shelvocke’s 
accofUnt of his voyage and tranfa€lions, to convince the 
public, riiat what he has been pleafed to fay, on this 
fubjed, is not conhdent with truth. As to the Mer¬ 
cury, in which he fent captain Hatley, me, and the 
reft; Ihe was a flat-bottomed veflfel, that would neither 
row, nor fail; and the dourfe we were direfted to fail 
was exadly in the trafl of the enemy ; fo that I really 
judged it to be the captain’s defign we fhould be taken. 
’Tis true, that we took two priiscs, one a bark, the 
Other an old Englifli pink, bound from Panama to 
Lima; which, inftead of 150,000 dollars on board, 
had not fo much , as a Angle half-crown ; flic being 
bound hi hef ballaft with a fma!i parcfel of pcdlery ware 
Trom Panamai We went into this prrae immediately, 
ICaVihg only a couple of hands to take care of the 
Mercury, and was fbon after taken^ by the Brilliant, a 
Spariifli cruifer of thirty gimS, as we were plyitig be¬ 
tween Lobos and Cape Shtneo, having been twice 
Ulhorfc in this Hlahd, Without being able to difeover 
^ns Of captain ShelVdcke^ being there, or of 
' ' E e meeting 
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meeting with any inftru^ions to find him at Payta. 
See page 263 and 264. 

As to captain Shelvocke’s fine flory of happily 
efcaping from the Peregrine, I heard it two days after 
it happened, and was afterwards on board her at Li¬ 
ma, by which I became an eye-witnefs of her force; 
and here do aver, that ihe carried but 40 guns, and 
that her crew confided of only 350 ignorant wretches, 
with but 12 white faces among them ; that 20 exp^ 
feamen had been more than a match for them; that 
her commander, whom Shelvocke calls admiral, was 
aCreolian; a mere frefh'water man, who never faw 
an adlion before; that (he was unable and unwilling 
to fight, and if fhe had not met with the Speedwell m 
tlie harbour, wOuld never have followed her to fea. 
Nay, the Speedwell's hrft fire terrified them to fuch a 
degree, that they all ran from their quarters, and the 
very fteerfman quitted the helm: fome of thefe poor 
devils hid themfelves in the hold, feared out of their 
wits, while others fell on their knees, praying to the 
Saints for deliverance. The Speedwell fired but nine 
guns, and, as thefe were found fuiEcient, what occa- 
fion had the captain to wade his powder! However 
this panic of theirs gave Shelvocke an opportunity to 
get his men aboard, cut his cable, and go right away 
afore the wind. This is the truth of the matter. See 
page 266. 

As to what captain Shelvocke fays concerning the 
wreck, and the crew’s ufage towards him afterwards, 
on the ifland of Juan Fernandez ; the truth appears to 
me thus. All his people and many others.adured me, 
that there was no wind at all when the fhip was Ipft. 
The captain well knew, that if he fhould be furptifed 
with a gale in that perilous road, and fo poorly pro¬ 
vided with ground-tackle, they mud inevitably have 
perifhed: he took care therefore to fave their lives, by 
dedroying the fhip in fine ferene weather; which the 
ingenious captain performed by bringing a fpring upon 
her cable, with which he ftove lus fbip’s broM ude, 

tod 
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and kept her in that pofition till the cable was torn 
afonder. Mr. Dodd ailerted, that three hours befqre 
the ihip went afhore, fome hands were haling in an 
hawfer on the quarter deck, and that he enquired of 
Henderfon, the gunner, what that was for, being him- 
felf no feaman. Henderfon told him> ifhe would be 
rightly informed, he muft aik the captain. To confirm 
this, feveral of his people made affidavit, that it blew 
no wind at all $ that every foul got fafe afhore ; and 
that it was their belief he loft the mip on purpofe. Mr. 
La Porte, feeing immediate ruin, cried out, Set the 
fore fail, hoping thereby to do fome good ; and, while 
Phipps and others were adnally upon the yard, Shel- 
vocke haftily called them down; then taking tl^ helm 
in his hand, faid. Never mind it, boys ; ftand fad. Til 
lay her oil a feather-bed ; which, as it proved a hard 
one^ /hewed his difregard of die fhip. As to the 
Change of circumftancesr here, which Shelvocke com¬ 
plains of, .1 am very: pofitive, that, 'inftead of lofing, 
he was, by that, a confiderable gainer; for, according 
to the originaL articles, half the value of every prize 
was to be fet afide for the ownen, and the remaming 
part divided tnto fhares, in proportion to the fhip's 
.company, which made them 650* out of which the 
captain was to have 60: but from the alteration of 
circnmftances, the leftcmiiig the (hip's company, and 
the rodudlion of the offices ^at ftill furvived, there 
were how lefs than 52 (hares ; out of which the captain 
was to have 6, according to the new regulation. As 
to getting poiTeffion of the arms, captain Shelvocke 
gives a ftrange account of it. He, for reafons beft 
known to himfelf, celebrated the 10th of June for a 
feftival,, and the men having got the arms, with hb 
confent, toi Ere vdUeys upon th^at occaftoo, they refufed 
to part vdth them. Sec pag. 268, to 271. 

As to the Margaretta, dnftead of being a forty-gun 
(hip, as captain Shelvocke alTerts, (he, to my own 
knowledge, carried but thirteen, and was commanded 
by a Frenchman, who told me, that he had not above 
a dozen cartridges of powder on board^ and two or 
E e 2 three 
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three fmall arms^ belonging to the pafTenger^. Healfo 
alfured us, that they fufered no^ other hinrt,. than a 
negro boy wounded in the cheek; and that a man 
flood by the colours to Arike, in cafe captain Shel- 
vocke had boarded them ; but he thought it bed to 
fheer ofF without making fuch an attempt. See page 

1 fhall now proceed to my own afFairs, and give 
an account of the manner of my return Aom that 
part of the world. Captain Fitzgerald furnifhed 
me with necefTaries and money, till the time of my 
departure ; he gave not only me, but twenty more, a- 
paiTage to Cadiz, in a Spaniih advice-boat, called the. 
Flying-Fifh. Mr. PreAicx aded as furgeon in her, and 
received wages, and fo did all our men, being releafitd 
from prifon to navigate the (hip. 1, unwilling to eat 
^e bread of idlen^s, kept my .watches, like other 
officers: And pray what harm ia there in this ! Tho' 
Shelvocke had the ftupidity to call' it treafon. This 
muA appear a maHcious charge, as weU as an ignorant 
one; that after a man has becn driven amongft his ene* 
mies, he muA be Aigmadzed with the name of traitor,^ 
for being kindly ufii^ apd working hss paAige back 
again; and truly; b^aufe 1 was not murdered there» 
1 muA be executed at home. This to ^velvocke's 
great chriAtaiaty, and good xsonficiencc > but to retnm to 
my Aory: on my arrival at Cadiz; captain John Even, 
of the Britannia, gave me Ide tabde, and my paf&geto 
London; where, upon my artival, and the reprefeuta* 
don of my hardffiips, the following worthy perfons^ 
from their concern for my fuifering, were each of theni 
nleafed to make me a prefent ten guineas, viz. 
Edward Hughes, William Sloper, and Alexander 
Strahan,. £A}s. Samuel Winder, Beak Winder, Henry 
Neal, and John Barnes, merchants 5 Humphry Tho* 
yer, and Thomasi Stratiiekl, drugglAs. This gave 
me the fadsfadiion of feeing, diat thofe who were the 
bcA judges, had a proper idea of the ndferies 1 had 
fuAained, an 4 approved of the manner in which 1 be¬ 
haved ; the only confolation 1 was capable of receiv¬ 
ing 
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ifig, in the circumflances to which I was reduced by 
that unfortunate voy^e. This, I hope, will acquit 
me in the opinion ot every candid reader, from the 
afperfions thrown upon me by Shelvocke; and acquire 
me, what every man would wiih to have, the appro> 
bation of him, to whom, of my own free choice, I fub- 
rait the cenfure of my actions. 

We fliall not detain the reader long with our remarks 
on Mr. Betagh's narrative. However, as herein fome 
things of importance are contained, they mull not be 
palled over in filence. Firll, he has fully proved, that 
the navigation round Cape Horn is no fuch a dangerous 
voyage as fome people imagine. For, if 20 Malomen 
could perform it in one year, without a fingle veFel. 
being loll or put back, what Ihould prevent an Englilh 
fleet from doing Fo, at any time, for the fervice of the 
nation ? by this account it jnay likewife be obferved, 
with how much eafe the French carried on a vail trade to 


the South Seas, at a time, when the very appearance of 
an Engiilli Ihip in thofe feas was looked upon as a 
prodigy; notwithllanding the former, of all nations, 
had the leall title, tho’ hitherto they have had the bell 
luck, in becoming interlopers, in thefe, the richeil 
parts of the known world. 

We had almoll forgot to mention a very ufeful and 
important hint given by-Mr. Betagh, which julUy de- 
ferves our peculiar notice. If the French made fo 
good ufe of Placencia while it was in their hands, by 
taking in thither their homeward bound Malomen, drc. 
from the South Seas to clean and careen, and thereby 
put them in fuch a condition, as to be regardlefs of the 
Englilh men of war that might be upon the coafl; 
furely the ufefulnefs of this lettlement in thofe parts, 
now in our pofleilion, might be attended with the like 
advantages. Hence alfo the ufefulnefs of the French 
fettlements in thofe parts are fet in a new light, and 
fully inform us of the importance of defending New-^ * 
foundland, and Nova Scotia at any rate, as tne only 
means of hindering them from putting the fame thing 
in praftice hereafter. . , 

Ec 3 CH AP- 
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CHAP. XXII. 

The voyage of commodore Roggeweifty with three Jhipe^ 
for the difcovery of Jouthem lands, 

T his gentleman had been a counfellor In th^ 
court of juflice at Batavia for many years^ and 
there acquired a conliderable fortune. On his return 
from the Bail Indies, recolledling a promife made to his 
father on his death-bed; in the year 1721, he prefented 
a memorial to the Dutch Weft India company, fetdng 
forth, that,his father, at fuch a time, propofed difco- 
vering the fouthem continent and ifland, which pro* 
pofal they had been pleafed to accept, and that he, his 
fon, was now ready to perform k. The company as 
readily received this memorial, and told Mr. Rogge- 
wein, that they would inftantly give direftions fof 
equipping fuch a fquadron, a.9 he fhould think neceffary 
for executing his defign. Thk fquadrbn confifted of 
three (hips, namely, the Eagle, of 36 guns and 111 
men, captain Job .Coker, on board of which was the 
commodore; the Tienhoven, of 28 guns and 100 
men, commanded by captain James Bowman; the 
African Galley of fourteen pieces of cannon and fixty 
men, captain Henry Rofcnthall. This Kttle fqiiadron 
faile'd from the Texel on the 21ft of Auguft in the fame 
year, and continued their courfe to the fouth weft, in 
order to gain the coaft of Barbary ; but were prevent¬ 
ed by a ^oat ftorm, which did them confiderable da¬ 
mage. One of their velTels loft her main-top-fail and 
itiizen-maft; arid in the commodore, the main-fail- 
yard came down, and wounded feveral people Upon 
deck. 

After two days th^y began to recover from thef 
dangers they had fuftained, and made for the Canaries. 
When they found themfelves in the latitude of 28 deg. 
the man at the maft head informed thein of a fail 
which carried Englifh colours. The commodore im¬ 
mediately made the ftgnal for battle/ ^eir ftation being 
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fol«cky 'as tb have the advantage of the wind. Thefci 
which were Englifli pirates, obferving their difpoii- 
doB, hoiftedoot a black flag with a death’s head, form¬ 
ed a lifte, and in an hour’s time the action began, 
and lafted two more; when the pirates crouded a- 
way as faft as pofliblc. As foon as the Dutch commo¬ 
dore faw them bearing away, he cried out. Let the 
rafcals go; 

This unlucky affair coft the fquadron a great many 
mfen, and thC carpenters found themfelves, for fomc 
dme, fiill employment in flopping thd leaks.' Novem¬ 
ber 15 they had light of the liiand Madeira, and there 
came to an anchor. From hence they fleered for the 
Cape Verde Iflands, aftd condnoed their courfe till 
they approached the line ; where the fhifting of the 
winds incommoded them greatly. However they 
croffed it with the lofs of one nian, who died of a feven 
Now drawing near the coafl of Brafil, they deligned to 
anchor at' the Hland Grande; but continuing their rout,- 
they arrived in fight of POrto, where fome of the fhip^s 
company, of which our author was one, went afhore 
to feek wood, water, and provifions; as alfo to bury 
the man. Before they were all landed, they faw a body 
of Portuguefc well armed, moving along the fhore, and 
appearing to have a d efign to keep. them off. 

The Dutch, very denrous of gaining fome’’ intelli¬ 
gence, notwithflanding they threatened to fire upon 
thenf, ventured afhore, fhewing the dead body, and 
aflted a good many queflions, about the country; to 
which they could get no other anfwer, than that Por^o 
was an advance-port to St. Sebaflian, and that they 
were inhabitants of Rio Janeirb^ which lay about eight 
miles off. The Dutch efideavoured to perfuadc fome 
of thefe people to go on board their velfels, and at 
Iragth prevailed upon two, who promifed to carry their 
fquadron to a fafe port. After failing about fix leagues^ 
in fight of many fmall iflands, they found themfelvesin 
the road of St. Sebaflian. The next day they came tb 
an anchor before the tenVn,- which they farute 4 wit^ 
feveh, five, and three piec^ of eanxlon, but receiv^ 

^ , HQ 
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no anfwer, the people imagining they were pirates. 

remove thefe doubts the copimodore wrote a letter 
to the governor, dehiing that he would furniih them 
with fueh neceiTaries as they w^ted for ready money. 
His excellency returned for anfwer, that nothing of 
this fort was in his power; he was fabordinate to 
the governor of Rio Janeiro; but that he would fend 
an exprefs thither immediately. The Dutch commp^ 
dore, not fatisfiefl with this^ gave^the governor to un- 
derlland, that as he was willing to pay ready money 
for what he had of him, if'h^ could not obtain it by 
fair ineans, he fhould be obliged to, take it by foul. 
Hereupon a Ikirmiih happened, in which one Dutch¬ 
man was wounded in the ihoulder, but upon returning 
the fire, two Portuguefe were killed; at the fight, of 
which, the reft took to the;ir heels; fo the Dutch land¬ 
ing, filled their water and returned on board.. 

After leaving the coaft of Brafil, the commodore 
failed to 30 deg. fouth latitude, and; continued his fxxxxrfc 
Within 40 or 50 leagues of the American ihore. De¬ 
cember 21, in the latitude of 40 deg. fouth, they were 
furprized by a ftorm of rain, thunder, and lightening, 
HI which they were feparated, and did not meet again 
till three months afterwards. As foon as the hurricane 
was intirely over, the commodore wiA the African 
'Galley flood S. S. W. till they arrived at the Streights 
of Magellan, where they difeovered an ifland zoo 
leagues in circumference, and about 80 leagues from 
the main land of America; but feeing no fmoke, they 
concluded it was uninhabited. This ifland was dif- 
covered by a French privateer ^who called it St. Lewis i 
but the Dutch obferving its qiany capes, ima^ned 
they were fo many different iflands, and gave them 
the name of the New Iflands; having alio bvCn all 
round, and particularly to the eail; coaft of it, thw 
Called the uttermoft point, New-ycar's-Cape, becaufe 
it was difeovered on that day, and the whole ifland, 
lying in 52 deg. fouth, they called Belgia Auftralis. 

^ Quitting this place, they returned to the mouth 
the Streights gf Magellan, and continued theix epurfe 
- ^ ^ ' ' ' fduthi 
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rdblving to pafs the Streights of Le Maire 1 
theftjin their opinion being infinitely more commodious 
than thofe of Magellan. .Here they faw abundance 
of whdes, and were foUpwjed for a whole month by 
a kind of fifh, which the Dutch bailors call the Sea 
Devil. They took great pains to catch it, but without 
efiefl, It has a large head, a (hort thick body, and a 
very long tail; like that which painters bellow on a 
dragjOiin “Coming at length into 55 deg. they began to 
conceive, they were near the mouth-ot the Streights,' 
and imntediahjly after they law States-land, which 
makes one lide of ttheni. Here they were in a mife.* 
Fable fuuation, and would willingly hOve call anchor ; 
lu}t the weather was fo rough they could not. 

• They palTed thefe Streights^ which are about ten 
leagues long and fijt aver, \yhjere broaded ; with an in<* 
Ctediblerfufitthefs, . It being now in tke-midd of Jana* 
aiy, ^chejfttxnnter was ip its height: in that clunate. 
The.dontrary winds, h^ihg driven thefe fliips 500 
Ipa^es^ftom the continent,; the commodore obferved^ 
that ho was now beyoad Cape Horn, and therefore 
fteered and by N. for the coad of CkHi. Whes 
they had continued this couife ibr two months, they 
began to think they had not yet doubled Cape Hom^ 
but &ood away fohtheriy toofoon. Mar,ch 10, how.* 
ever» beiag in the ktitnde. of :37‘ idegi 30 min. they 
difeoverod .the coafoof Chilis After continuing thia 
comfe d>y three weeks^ the^ foond they had not donblcci 
Cape Horn, butdood away northerly too foon; ret 
they, in a little time, aneb^d off the illand Mo<^, 
three leagues from the continent. The next day it waa 
Felblved to deer; for the idand Juan. Fernaiidez, and 
four days after they got light of that {>laee( . ' > 

i The day following, being jud ready to go in, they 
faw a fhsp : riding these, nihich piHDred to be theTien^ 
hoven, their conforti that had been feparated froiii 
them three months before. When they had fainted 
each other, &c. they built huts, fent their fick alhore, 
and the commodore having attentively confidered the 
advantageous fituation of this illand, conceived a deligti^ 
. ^ of 
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of fettling in it, as it would, in his opinion»aflbrd faffidenf 
fubMance for 600 families at leaft* But this was put ofF 
till his return* The commodore, after he had quitted 
this ifland, failed 12 degrees to the weftward, having fight 
of a number of birds, which attended them till they 
arrived at a fmall iiland about 16 leagues in extent, 
which they called Pafch, or Eafter lifand, from the 
day on which it was difcovered. The African Galley 
being thefmalleft, and the beft iailor in the fquadron, 
went to examine this new country, and reported, that 
it feemed to be fertile, and was well inhabited: here¬ 
upon the commodore refolved ^ the whole fquadron 
fhould go in* The next day was employed in looking 
for a port, and when they were within two miles of 
the fhore, an Indian came off in a canoe. They made 
figns to him to come aboard, which he very readily did, 
and was kindly, received ; being dark naked, the firil 
prefent they made him was a piece of doth to cover 
his body; they gave him alfo pieces of coral, beads, 
and fuch like baubles, all which, with- a dried fifh, 
he hung about his neck. His body was painted all 
over with various kinds of figures i his natural com¬ 
plexion a deep brown, his ears large and lohg. He 
was tall, well made, robnd, and of . ar happy counte¬ 
nance, brisk, ;adivc, and merry. They gave him a 
glafs of wine to drink, which he threw away in a 
manner that furprifed them; and made our author 
imagine that he was fearful of bdng poifoned ; bat, 
perhaps, the Ikicll of ftrong liquor might offend him^ 
who had always been nkd to water. They now 
cloathed him from head to foot, and put him a hat on, 
with which he was not at aB pleafed ; but feemed on- 
cafy. They gave him viduals, which he eat heartily, 
but could not be prevailed upon to ufe dther knife or 
fork. They then ordered their mufick to play, with 
this he feemed extitmely pleafed, and when they 
took him by the hand would leap and dance. As they 
found it impoflible to anchor that day, they lent off the 
Indian, in hopes he might encourage others; but what 
‘'is really furprifing, he had no mind to go: he looked 

upon 
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uppn them with aforrowful countenance, and held up 
both his hands to his native ifland, crying out dillindlly, 
Odorraga! Odorraga I Qdorraga! and it was with 
great reludance he was prevailed upon to get into his 
canoe again. 

They thought he called upon his god, for on land¬ 
ing they obferved abundance of idols on tlie coali: 
the eniuing day many thoufand inhabitants came 
down to meet them, bringing vaft quantities of fowls, 
and roots. Some came on ^ard, others ran to and 
fro like wild beafb: then they lighted fires and of¬ 
fered to their idols, as we imagined, to implore their 
alfiftance againil ftrangers. All neceffary preparations 
being made for a defeent, the Indian who had been 
with them before, came on board a fecond time, and 
brought with Mm feveral of his countrymen, who, 
to make themfelves welcome loaded their canoes wi^ 
living Yowl. Among thefe was one man perfectly 
white, in whofe ears hung white pendants as big as 
ones fill. He Teemed by his grave deportment to be 
one of their prieds. One of thefe illanders, fays our 
author, was, by accident, Ihot dead in his canoe by a 
mufket. This unlucky affair threw them into a panic, 
and moil of the remaining part Hung themfelves into 
the iea, to attain a place of more fafety. 

The Dutch inftantly followed them, with 150 
foldiers, amongil whom was the commodore in perfon, 
with our author, who commanded the land forces. 
The people crouded fo thick about them, that the 
Dutch were obliged to £re to difperfe ^em ; and yet, 
tho' frightned almofl out of their wits, they foon 
rallied again, keeping at about ten yards didance. 
But i( happened unfortunately, fays our author, for 
by this dngle difeharge a great many were killed, and 
amongd them,-the poor Indian, who had been twice 
on board. Yet, continues he, they brought Us in 


return for the dead bodies we had given them, -vaft 
plenty of provifions of all kinds. However, they 
howled ex<;eedin^ly, and made difmal lamentatioiy 
<sui 4 that, they:might. leave 4othu^ untried to pad^ 

them 
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ith^fe inraders, they all, men, women, and children* 
prefcnted themfelves before the Dutch with branches 
t)f palm, in token of peact; even olFcted them their 
women, and gave them to underftand, they were en¬ 
tirely at their fervice. Softened with fuch ligns of 
humility, the Dutch did them no farther harm j but 
on the contrafy, made them a prefent of a piece of 
painted cloth fixty yards long. Th^ natives, now 
finding they were friends, brought 500 live fowls, 
which differed very little from the barn-door fowls in 
Europe, with a great quantity of rOots and potatoes, 
which I aft, the fe Jjeople ule inilead of bread. They 
brought alfo feveral hundreds of fugar canes, with a 
large quantity of pifans, which are a kind of Indian 
figs, as big as a gourd ; the pulp of tltem is as fwecc 
as honey. The leaves of this tree are feveti or eight 
feet long, and about a yard broad. They faw in thefc 
jflands no other animals than birds of all forts. Their 
huts are from forty to fixty feet long, and about eight 
broad j made of poles ftuck upright; the fpaces 
between them being filled up with earth, and covered 
on the top with palm leaves. All the women in gene¬ 
ral had an artificial bloom on their cheeks of a fine, 
crimfon colour, furpaftitig all known to us in Europe, 
nor could the Dutch difeover what it Was. On their 
dieads they wore a little ftraw-hat 5 arid no other co¬ 
vering than red and white quilts, which ferve them 
when walking for cloaths, and when fleeping for co¬ 
verlets. Their w omen, fays our author, are not over 
modeft, for they would beckon us into their houfes, and 
when they were feated would throw off their mantles. 
They had not the leali appearance of arms amongft 
them; but when’attacked flew immediately to their 
.idols for protedlion, who are all mide df ftone, of the 
figure of a man^ with large ears, and his hekd adorned 
with a crown, highly finilhed in every refpeft, at 
'which we were amaze^. Round their idols are palli- 
fadoes of white ftoiie at twenty yards diftance. There 
were feme aidong them more Siealotfs wOrfhippters than 
\the Teft^ whkhf iiafde Uie-'Ddteh .bilitre ' they wei^e 

priefts. 
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priefts, becaofe they had great white balls hanging 
at their ears, their heads {haven, and wore a bonnet 
of black and white feathers, exa^ly refembling thofe 
of a ftork. 

The Dutch could not diftlnguifh among thefe iflan* 
ders any fubordination, or chief, who had power 
over the reft, all of them fpeaking with equal free¬ 
dom. They obferved, indeed, in particular houfes, 
that the father of the family governed it, and gene¬ 
rally wore a feathered bonnet, which looked like the 
down of oftriches, with a ftick in his hand. The 
air here is wholfome, the foil rich, fit for corn in the 
low lands, and the higher ground might be improved 
into vineyards. We had doubtlefs made greater dif- 
coveries with refpedt to this iftand, bdt for a violent 
ftorm which arofe and drove us from our anchors, fo 
that we were obliged to put to fea, to fave ourfelves 
from ftiipwreck. 

After this we fought Davis’s land in vain for fome 
time,%and at length refolved to bear away for the bad 
fea of Schovten, which, fteering weft, we foon reached, 
and ran 350 leagues farther; then failed forwards above 
8co leagues without making any land. At length ar¬ 
riving in 15 deg. 30 min. fouth latitude, they difcovered 
a fmall iftand, the coaft of which was covered with 
very yellow fand, and in the midft of it they faw a 
lake, which occ^ioned them to believe it was the 
fame iftand that Schovten had before difcovered and 
called the Ifte of Dogs; fo they did not examine it 
particularly. 

After they left this iftand, the wind came about to 
fouth weft, whidi was a ftgn they were near fome coaft 
that altered the current of the air. This fudden 
change them in the night amongft a parcel of 
iinail iftands, which embarra&d them fo much, that 
they made the African galley lead the way; but not- 
Withftanding all the care ftie could take, fhe foon fired 
a gun of diftrefs. Hereupon the Tienhoven plied 
tow^s her wkh all fpeed, as did the commodore alfo^ 
who found hisnielf fooner than he expelled along fid^ 
Ff of 
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of her, whidi very mnch furprifed the fliip's com- 
pany: but upon heaving the lead, and finding no bot¬ 
tom, they grew more eafy, and thought of nouiing but 
faving their friends. For this pnrpofe they fent out 
their ihallop to difcover the fituation the African galley 
was in, who found her fticking faft between two rocks j 
fo that it was impoflible to do any further fervice than 
to fave the people. In this they fucceeded tolerably 
well 5 for tho’ many of them were miferably bruifed 
by the (hocks the veffel received before (he fettled on 
the rocks, there was but one man loft. 

The ifianders, roufed by the noife which this accident 
made, kindled fires upon the hills, and came in crouds 
tothecoaft. The Dutch, unacquainted with their in¬ 
tentions, fired upon them without any ceremony. As 
foon as it was light they had a clear profped of the 
danger they had efcaped, being invironed round with 
four large iflands, facing towards the fea, and a con¬ 
tinued ^ain of fieep rocks, Thefe iflands are feated 
between 15 and 16 deg. fouth latitude ; that on which 
Ae African galley was wrecked they called Mifchievous 
.ifland, and the two next, the Brothers. They were 
all covered with a charming verdure, abounding with 
tall trees, efpecially cocoas. The herbs which grew 
here recovered our people of the fcurvy. We found 
great plenty .'of muffels, cockles, mother-of-pearl, and 
pearl-oyflers; and the inhabitants are not only well 
provided with canoes, but with flout barks, which 
have cables and oars. The Dutch alfo found here fe- 
veral pieces of ropes, that Teemed to be made of hemp; 
the men on the ifland, where the Afrio^n galley was lofl, 
were of a prodigious height. We meafured the print 
of the foot of one of them on the fand, and found it 
twenty inches: they were armed with pikes and lances 
18 and 20 feet long. Their counten^ces were fierce, 
but not difagreeable; they fpoke fairly, but Teemed 
cruel, and marched in fmall bodies of fifty or an 
hundred. 

^ The morning after they weighed from thefe iflands 
they Taw another, which they called Aurora, becaufe 

it 
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it was difcovei'ed as. the day broke. This iflahd was 
about four leagues in extent, adorned with fine verdure^ 
high trees, and fmall wood. The fame day they had 
fight of another iflana towards the evening, for which 
reafon they called it Vefper. They continued their 
Gourfe well to the height of 15 deg. and the very next 
mdrning difeovered another country, which being co¬ 
vered with fmoak, they concluded was inhabited, and 
therefore crouded all the fail they could; as they ap¬ 
proached nearer, they obferved feyeral of the inhabi¬ 
tants diverting themfelves in canoes upon the water: 
now alfo perceived that what they had taken for con¬ 
tinent, was only a number of iilands lying near each 
other; and that they were entered fo far among them, as 
made it difficult to ej^tricate themfelves; but at length, 
having the good fortune to get into the open fea again, 
they gave this place the name of the Labyrinth. A 
few days after they difeovered another ifland, but being 
not able to anchor, they manned each of their ihallops 
with 25 men, in order to make a defeent. The inha¬ 
bitants, aware of their defign, crouded towards the coall 
to oppofe them, all armed with pikes. While fome of 
the men landed, the refi k^t a confiant fire from the 
ihallops, and kept them off. When they had filled 
twelve facks of herbs and fallading, they carried them 
on board, which were more acceptable to the fick than 
gold or filver. 

The next morning the commodore fent a larger 
body of men on fhore, not only for more greens, but 
to make further difeoveries. They firfl made a pre- 
fent to'the chief of a quantity of trinckets, which he 
received, indeed, but with an air of indifference, as 
did not promife any good to our future commerce, tho* 
he had the good manners to fend in exchange a good 
quantity of coco>nuts. Their women feemed to admire 
the white men, and almoil AiHed them with carefies; 
but this was all a falfe fhew of love, which thefe trai- 
trefies employed to lull the Dutch into fecurity, that the 
plot laid by their men might fucceed more e^edually; ^ 
and if they had executed it with the fame cunning with 
F f 2 which 
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wlucb it was contrived, they had certainly cut oiF every 
Dutchman that came on (hore. 

The cafe was this: when the Dutchmen had filled 
twenty facks with greens, they went farther up the 
country, and advanced to the top of fome fieep rocks, 
which hung over a deep valley, the iflanders going 
before and behind them ; of whom they had not the 
leaft fufpicion: but as foon as thefe people got them at 
an advantage, they foddenly went off, and thou- 
fands came out of the caves in the rocks. Upon this 
the failors formed themfelves into a poflure of defence; 
when the chief made a fignal for them to keep off; but 
they continued to march in a line: he then made the 
fignal to his men for battle, which was followed by a 
prodigious fhower of Hones; the Dutch, in return, 
made a general difeharge of their fire-arms, which did 
great execution; amongH the firH that fell was their 
chief; however they continued throwing Hones with 
greater fury, fo that moH of the Dutch were foon difa* 
Died; and tho* great numbers of the iflanders were 
killed, yet the Dutch were at length obliged to retreat, 
having fome killed, and moH of the reft wounded, 
who by reafon of their fcorbutic bodies died foon 
after. When the Dutch had difengaged themfelves 
from the enemy, they retired, and carried their herbs 
on board, where the report of what had befallen them 
aflefled their companions to fuch a degree, that when 
a motion was made to land again, nobody could be 
prevailed upon to engage in the enterprife. The ifland 
is fltuated in 16 deg touch latitude, the foil very fertile, 

- producing great numbers of trees, particularly palms, 
cocoas, and iron-wood* and they called it the ifland of 
Recreation. 

When the commodore quitted diis place, heHeered 
a north weft courfe for New Britain. Three days after 
they difeovered feveral iflahds, lying in 12 deg. fouth 
latitude, which appeared very beautiful at a diftaitce ; 
and as they drew nearer they found them well planted 
with fruit trees of all*forts ; that the country produced 
horfes, comt and roots in great plenty, and was laid 

out 
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out towards the coaft in large regular plantations. As 
foon as the inhabitants faw the ihip, they came off* in 
their boats with fruits, and other refrelhmen^s; in re¬ 
turn for which the Dutch gave them beads, looking- 
glalTes, &c. It foon appeared that thefe iflands had 
numerous inhabitants, ^ce many thoufands both men 
and women came down to the fhore to look at us, moil 
of the former armed with bows and arrows. A- 
mongft the reft they faw a very majeftic perfon, whom, 
by his drefs, and the homage paid to him, ^ey foon 
perceived to be the fovereign. He prefently Hepped 
into his canoe, with a fair young woman, who fat clofe 
by his fide j and was infiantly furrounded by a vaH 
number of canoes which feemed for a guard. All the 
natives of thefe iflands differed nothing in complexion 
from the Europeans, except that they were a little fun- 
burnt. Their bodies were handfomcly cloathed from 
the girdle downwards, with a kind of filk fringes, 
very neatly folded. On their heads they wore hats of 
a very neat Huff, and very large. About their necks 
they had collars of fine fweet>fmelling flowers. Thefe 
iflands they called Bowman's iflands, after the captain 
of the Tienhoven, who fir ft difcovered them. Inftead 
of fhewing any tokens of terror on our arrival, thefe 
people received us with joy and refped, not to be 
defcribed; infomuch that many of our feamen would 
willingly have ftaid longer among fo kind a people, 
and in fo plentiful a country, where they were readily 
fupplied with all they wanted. Happy for us had we 
ftaid till all our fick were recovered: but nothing could 
prevail with the principal officers to remain here; they 
dreaded miffing the eaft monfoons, which were to carry 
them to the Eaft Indies. This unlucky precaution, that 
hindered them from viewing thefe iflands, fays our 
author, was built upon' a falfe foundation, as they 
foon found to their coft; for they were two months too 
early, inftead of two months too late for the trade* 
wind. What was ftill worfe, by this our hafty depar¬ 
ture, we facrificed the health ana ftrength of our crew 
fo much, as not long after we were in want of hands 
navigate the lhip« 
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In this condition we failed north weft, and the next 
morning had fight of two iflands, difcovered by Wil¬ 
liam Schovten, one called by him Cocos, the other 
Traitor’s ifland. Soon after we faw two more iflands 
of very great extent, one of which wfe called Tien- 
hoven, the other Groninguen; but our officers were 
fo fond of going to the Eaft Indies, that they would not 
touch at either of them, alledging, that if the party 
landing was again cut off, they mould not have men 
enough to carry the (hips to Europe. They were ob¬ 
liged to continue their courfe to New Guiney, or to 
New Britain, how difagreeable foever that meafure 
might prove to the reft of the company. There cannot 
be any thing more fliocking than the account our au¬ 
thor gives of the miferies uiey endured in this run. 
At this time, fays he, there was nothing to be feen 
on board but fick people fti-uggling with inexpreflible 
pains, and dead carcafes ; from which arofe fo intole¬ 
rable a fmell, as the found men were not able to en¬ 
dure, but frequently fwooned away. Cries and groans 
were perpetually ringing in our ears, and the very light 
of the people was enough to ftrike terror and com¬ 
panion. I, myfelf, fays our author, though as well 
as any body, had the icurvy to fuch a degree, as my 
teeth were all loofe, my gums torn and inflamed, and 
my body covered with fpots of various colours. At 
laft it pleafed God to put an end to our miferies, by 
giving us a fight of the coaft of New Britain. 

This country, as well as the iflands near it, are very 
high land, and the fea coafts are equally pleafant 
and fertile ; while the hills are covered with different 
forts of fruit trees. The nearer they approached the 
coaft, the more they were jpleafed with it7 lince it gave 
them a view of all the refreftiments they wanted. The 
* inhabitants came down in crouds, but not in the man¬ 
ner we expected j for they were armed with bows, ar¬ 
rows, and flings, demonftrating, by their geftures, that 
they were not at all pleafed with their new comers, and 
that they would not let them land peaceably. As the 
lhallop drew nearer the Ihore, the natives howled, and 
tore their hair. However the Dutch made the heft of 

their 


Digitized by 


Google 



1722. Commodore Roggewein. 329 

their way to the land, which, when the Indians faw, they 
fent a ftiower of arrows, that was followed by the 
javelins in their hands. The Dutch, feeing they had 
nothing to trui): to but their arms, hred upon them with¬ 
out ceafing, and with fuch effed, that many of them 
were killed on the fpot, and the reft terrified to fuch 
a degree, that many of them jumped out of their ca¬ 
noes, in which they attacked them, into the water. In 
"the mean time arofe a violent ftorm, which drove the 
Ihips Out to Tea, and left the poor people in the (hallop 
without relief, and almoft without hope. They were 
fuddenly driven on a bank of fand, and as defpair 
vfually gives men fpirits beyond what they have at o- 
ther times, they had the good fortune to get their vef- 
fel fafe to land, where, by the favour of providence, 
they all got on ftiore unhurt. 

They now confulted where to find a place of fafety 
firom any fudden attack of the enemy; but night com¬ 
ing on,, they were forced to take up with uie earth, 

f etting together as many pieces of wood and broken 
ranches of trees as poffible, in order to make a fire to 
dry and warm themfelves. The fire not only revived 
their fpirits, but enabled them to difeover, by its light, 
feverd huts near the place where they had taken up 
their abode; and it was not long before they examined 
thefe habitations; but met with nothing worth taking 
‘ away, except a few nets curioufly wrought, The ac¬ 
count the Dutch give of New Britain lo exadly cor- 
refponds with that of Dampier, who firft gave it 
this name, that there is no occafion to repeat it 
again * : befides, thefe new difeoverers no fooner heard 
the fignal made by the ihips, than they haftened on 
board again, and did not ftay here above forty-eight 
hours; but proceeded to the iiland of Arimoa, where 
the inhabitants, as foon as they faw them approach, 
came out to meet them, in their canoes, with cocoa- 


De ^iros mentions fomething like this country^ and 
many of the former circumnavigators have done the fasnCg 
•whifk Vdill affear from the perufal of their voyages. 
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nuts, Indian-figs, various forts of roots, and other 
refreftimcnts; their men, and even their women, armed, 
with bows and arrows. The Dutch having offered 
them fuch trifles as they had on board, by way of pre- 
fent, and (hewed them more of that kind of merchan- 
dize ; theic Indians returned again the next day with 
large quantities of the lame things, and invited them 
afhore; but the Dutch did not care to run that hazard; 
therefore proceeded to the ifland of Moa, which is not 
fo populous, in hopes of furniftiing themfcives with a 
confiderable flock of provifions. This was a very bold 
proje£t, in their prclent circumflances; and yet they 
carried it into execution as happily as they could wifh. 

After leaving thefe iflands, they continued their 
voyage through a fea fo full of iflands it was impoflible 
to number them, fo they called them the Thoufand 
Ifles, The inhabitants of thefe countries were ne¬ 
groes, fliort and fquat, their heads covered with a thick 
curled wool. They were all naked, men, women and 
children. Some of them wore light flraw hats, mingled 
with the feathers of the birds of Paradife. They 
fleered through this innumerable chain of iflands, with 
the utmoft hazard, to the ifland of Bouro, where the 
Dutch have a fettlement or fadory, and continued their 
courfe to Bouton ; then pafling through the channel of 
the Moluccas, they arrived, after the crew had fuffered 
inexpreflible miferies, on the coaft of Japara, or Java, 
towards the end of September, with no more than ten 
peifons in tolerable health, among whom was our au¬ 
thor; 26 were down of ficknefs. In this voyage they 
lofl, exclufive ofthofe killed by the-Indians, 70 men. 
As foon as they had notified their arrival, they got their 
lick men on fliore; but after all the care that could be 
taken, many of them laid their bones in that ifland. 
Our author here obferves, that their feamcn, in a very 
few days, were as frolick and gay, as if they had made 
the moft fortunate voyage in ihe world; adding, it 
Ihocked him extremely to fee thofe, who, but a few 
days before, were weeping, fighing, praying, and 
Inaking proteflations of leading a new life, if God 
would be pleafed tg fayg thw# rojining headlong into 
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the greateft extravagancies; their whole time Being now 
fpent in Twearin^ drinking, and bawdy-houfes. This, 
however, he attributes to the bad example of the meaner 
fort of people at Japara, who are as profligate and 
lewd, as it is poihble to conceive. 

The town is feated at the bottom of a mountain of a 
moderate height, is not very large, and inhabited 
chiefly by Javanefe, Chinefe, and Dutch. The king 
of Japara, generally fpeaking, rehdes at a place called 
Kattafur^ 29 leagues up the country, where the 
Dutch have a ilrong fort and a good garrifon, which, 
ferves not .only to fecure their conqueds, but ta guard 
the kine. The monarch is a Mahometan, and accord-^ 
ing to me pradUce of mod eadem princes is ferved by 
women, of whom, he takes as many as he pleafes. 
His fubjedts are very faithful, and indrely devoted to 
his fervicc. The chief perfons in his court, when ad¬ 
mitted to an audience, approach him creeping upon 
their knees. Such as commit the flighted fault are 
potnarded on the fpot, with a fmall &gger, called n 
Krid; and, as this is the only pnnifhment they ufe, fo 
the flighted, as well as the feated faults, are capital. 
The natives are of a very brown complexion, tolerably 
well-fhaped, and have long black hair, however, they 
cut it fometimes \ their notes are flat, and their teeth 
bad, which is c^fly owing to the betele and faufel^ 
which they are always chewing. The faufel is a fort 
of nut, not unlike, but fomething lefs than a nutmeg, 
without tade, and when chewed yields a red juice, 
which they ufb in painting chintz. The tree that beara 
this nut, is very draic, and its leaves like thofe of the 
cocoa-tree. The betele is a plant, with long leaves, 
refembling thofe of the citron; the fruit it bears grows 
in the form of a lizard's tail, about two Angers breadth, 
and eighteen inches long, of an aromatic flavour, and 
its fmell extremely agreeable. Here are horned cattle, 
hogs, and an innumerable quantity of fowls. The only 
thing that is fcarce amongd them is mutton; this is 
occafioned by the richnefs of the foil, on which the^ 
iheep will feed dll they burd. They have buffaloes, 
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fiags, tygers, and the rhinoceros^ which laft they hunt^ 
for the fake of its horn; of this they make veifels to 
drink out off, which are highly valued; from a notion 
they have, that they will inftantly break, if poifon be 
poured in them. As to fruit-trees, fuch as cocoas, 
Sgs, &c, they grow every where, and as they are 
green all the year, and conftantly planted in rows along 
the river-fides, here are the moft beautiful walks in the 
world. Their vines bear grapes feven times a year; 
but they are fit only for raifins, not for wine, becaufe 
the climate ripens them too hafiily. The fea, and 
rivers furnifh them with a vafi variety of the finefl fiih; 
fo that, take it altogether, one may fafely affirm of 
Java, that there is not under the canopy of heaven^ 
an ifland more plentiful or more pleafant. 

After refrefhing themfelves at Japara for about a 
month, they began to think of continuing their voyage 
to Batavia, in order to experience the favours which 
the governor, at the interceifion of the chief of that 
i/land, had promifed them. Jn failing from Japaxa, 
they freered a weft courfe for about 70 leagues, and 
then, with as fair a wind as they could wifli, entered 
the road of Batavia, and anchored, clofe by the fhips 
that were lading for their voyage home; believing all 
their troubles were now at an end, and that they fhould. 
accompany them to Holland. The commodore na 
fooner faw his fhips fafe at anchor, than he went with 
his captain into the iballep, intending to have gone to 
Batavia; but before they had got far from the Blip, 
they faw the commandant rowing towards them, with 
the fifchal on board, and fome members of the council. 
Thefe gentlemen bid the commodore go back, which 
he did, without any hefitation; and by that time both 
ll^llops were within hearing of the fhips, the fifchal 
proclaimed aloud the governor general’s fentence of 
confifeation ; foon after feveral hundred foldiers came 
on board, and took both the fhips and their crews, into 
cuflody. The officers who were fo fond of coming 
hither, began, now too late, to repent of their hafly 
return by 0 ie route of the Baft Indies. By this fentence 
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both (hips wer& declared good prizes, the goods on 
board confifcated, and, to be brief, every tmng was 
fold to the bell bidder. The crew was divided and 
put on board the homeward bound fhips. But enough: 
we proceed to a more melancholy fubjed. 

. Some months before our author's arrival at Batavia^ 
ft plot was difcovered for the entire fubverlion of the 
Dutch government. The fadi was this. One Peter 
ErberfeM framed a deligii, in conjuiidtion with a num¬ 
ber of Javanefe, and other Indian chiefs, to furprile 
the citadel and forts of this city; to maffacre the gover- 
nor, and aU the counfellors, together with fuch as were 
in the fervice of the company, and put an end to the 
Dutch power in thefe parts. This confpiracy was dif¬ 
covered on the Eve of its execution, and Erberfeld, 
with the chief of his accomplices, were imprifoned, 
put to torture, and, on their own confelTion, lixteen of 
them, with three of their wives, received the following 
fentence ; That they Ihould be carried to the place 
“ before the citadel, where it is ufual to execute cri- 
minals, and there delivered into the hands of the 
hangnffan, to receive their refpedUve punilhments in 
** manner following. The two chief criminals, Peter 
** Erberfeld, burgefs, bom at Batavia, of a white 
father and black mother, of the age of fifty-eight; 
** and Catadia, a favanefe, fhall be extended and 
“ bound each of them on a crofs, where they fhall 
each of them have his right hand cut off, and their 
** arms, legs, and brcafts, pinched with red-hot pincers, 
till pieces of flelh are torn away. They fhall then 
have their bellies ripped up from bottom to top, 
** and their hearts thrown in their faces; after which 
their heads fhall be cut off, and fixed upon a poft; 
and their bodies being torn in pieces, fhall be ex- 
** pofed to the fowls of the air without the city, in 
whatever place the government fhall pleafe to direS. 
The four next to be bound upon a crois, and have 
their refpedlive right hands cut off, their arms, 
** thighs, and breafls pinched, their belUes ripped 
t ppco, and their hearts thrown in their faces; their 
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limbs expofed on a wheel in the ufual places^ there to 
become a prey to birds. The other ten criminals 
** fhadl be each of them tied upon a crofs on the fcaf- 
fold, and in cafe there be not room on the fcaffold 
itfelf, on a place near it« where they (hall be broken 
alive, without the coup de grace v they (hall be after- 
** wards carried to the ordinary place of execution, 
^ there be expofed on the wheel, guarded as long as 
** they (hall live, and after they expire be left a prey to 
the birds. , The three women are each of them con- 
demned to be tied to a (lake, and there ilrangled till 
** they are dead. Their bodies (hall be carried, like 
the reft, to the common place of execution, and 
there expofed on wheels, for the nouriftiment of the 
** birds. We likewife further condemn the faid cri- 
** minalsto the cofts and expences of juftice, renounc* 
i^&ll further pretenftons. Done and agreed in the 
afmmbly of the lords the counfellors of juftice.” 
This fentence was executed as pronounced. 

In procefs of time there were abundance of their 
accomplices difeovered, and one, after another, exe¬ 
cuted. The houfe, in which Peter Erberfcld lived, 
was pulled down and razed to the ground ; and "on that 
ftde of it which faced the road, a column of infamy was 
ere6ied, on the chapiter of which was placed a death's 
head. There was alfo a table fixed on the faid column, 
on which was engraved in the Dutch, Portuguefc, 
Malayan, Javanefe and Chinefe languages, the fol¬ 
lowing infeription: “ In this place heretofore ftood the 
houfe of that unworthy traitor Peter Erbcrfeld, on 
** which fpot no other houfe (hall ftand for evermore.” 

But to refume the thread of our author's narration, 
and jprofecute his voyage home from Batavia, as he 
was' in a manner forced to make it on board one of 
the Dutch Eaft India (hips, when the commodore's 
▼elTels were feized and condemned. 

There was nothing material in our author's voyage 
from Batavia to the Cape of Good Hope. And, tho' 
we have befoie mven a full and fufticient account of 
the Dutch Eaft £;idia company's fettlement here, and 
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alfo of the natives, our author gives us fuch a farther 
defcription of the ftrange birds and beafts which are 
tobemet with in the vaftforefts of Africa, as muft not 
be paffed over in iilence. The animals of this country, 
fays he, are, many of them, as remarkable as in any 
places in the world. The lion is very common near 
the bay of Saldeney, about 18 leagues from the cape; 
and in hard winters will venture very near the habi¬ 
tations. It is thought this creature is called the king of 
beails becaufe he never eats a man alive, but firft beats 
his breath out with his paws before he devours him. 
He roars and ihakes his mane terribly before he attacks 
a man; and if he does not give thefe tokens of his 
rage, there is no danger in palling him. Tygers and 
leopards are here very common, and do a prodigious 
deal of mifehief. It is probable thefe-creatures would 
be ftill more numerous, were it not for a race of wild 
dogs that breed in thefe parts, and naturally hunt in 
packs, which makes them fo bold, that they frequently 
run down and kill a lion. Tygers, leopards and wolves 
are their condant prey, and what is very wonderful, 
they will fufFer a man to take them away when they 
are killed. Elephants are common here, and as large 
as any in the world, being fourteen and fifteen feet 
high, their teeth weighing from 16 to 120 lb. The 
rhinoceros is alfo often met with. He is lefs than the 
elephant, but ftronger. His fkin is of a vaft thicknefs, 
and (b hard that fcarce any weapon will pierce it. He 
has a fnout like a hog, on which grows a horn from 
twelve to twenty inches long. In the midll of fummer, 
when the beafts are almoft mad with thirft, they come 
down in multitudes to the river of Salt, of the elephant, 
and of St.John*; where the males of one ipecies 
mixing with the females of another, produce ftrange 
beafts, which look like a new fpecies. The Hottentots 
often carry the fleins of thefe monfters to the governor 
pf the cape. Our author affirms, that he faw the Ikin 

^ Thefe are the names of the ri<vers they frequent, 
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of one killed not long before: it was of the fize of a 
calf about half a year old; had four eyes in the head 
which refembled thofe of a lion; the hair fmooth, and 
of a dark grey colour; itstuflc and fore-legs refembled 
thofe of a boar; but the hinder part of him was like a 

^?he different kinds of birds in this country are almod 
infinite. The oftrich, which is looked upon to be the 
bigged of all, is commcmly ^bout 7 feet high. They 
make ufe of their wings, not to fly, but to affid them in 
running, and are prodigioufly fwift on foot, epecially 
when they have the wind abaft, fo that they hunt them 
with Spaniels: the common opinion, that this bird can 
digeftiron, is abfolutely falfe; they fwallow it indeed; 
but only to bruife the meat in their ftomachs, as other 
fowls do flones; nor do they leave their eggs uncover¬ 
ed on the fand, and take no care of their young, as is 
reported of them: for tho' they are naturally fearful, 
"yet, if one of their chicks be miffing, they become 
furious, and it is not fafe to go near them. The fea¬ 
thers of thetnale are the moft valuable. There are a- 
bundance of eagles about the cape, which are very 
bold, and tho’not exceeding Urge, are yet very ftrong. 
They frequently kill and eat the cattle as they return 
from work; and when they have not an opportunity of 
attacking an ox fingly, they come in flocks of 60 or 
100, and fall upon a beaft as it feeds in the herd. 
There are alfb various other birds of prey, but not 
worth mentioning, becaufe diey are common elfewhere; 
however the following flory is very remarkable, as it 
relates to a bird, unlmown in this country, where the 
flrangefl things are not thought prodigies. 

There was focn, fays our author, a few years ago, 
npon the Table Mount, near the cape, a bird, whofe 
body was bigger than that of a horfe, covered with 
grey and black feathers; his beak and talons like thofe 
of an eagle. It fat u|>on, and hovered over that 
mountain for a long time, and the common people 
were perfuadedthat it was a griffin. It frequently car¬ 
ried offi fheep and calves^ and at length began to kill 
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cows. It was at laft killed, and the fkin being IbiFed, 
was lent, as a curioiity, to the £ad India company* 
Our author does not fay he faw the (kin .of this mon- 
fb'ous bird; but that he had the relation from, perfons of 
credit atthe cape. 

Towards the end of March. 172^ th^ weighed 
from the. cape, and arrived at St. Helena in three weeks ; 
then made the ide of Afcenfion, and foon after croiling 
the line, they began to fee at night the. north flar, 
which they had not done for a year amt half; and 
found themfelves in 1S deg. fouth lat. As they failed 
farther north, they came into 37 deg. latitude, within 
fight of two iflands, that proved to be Flores and Corvo, 
which/ the Spaniards call part of the Azores. In the 
former ofthefe iflands, they fiaid three days to pro¬ 
cure r^refhments. On their entering the Spanifh feas, 

weather proved fo bad, that the advice-boat lofi her 
niddecs and was obliged to go thro' the channel, to pur- 
chafe another on the coafi of England; fuch fhips only 
as have fufhsred damage at fea, being permitted to pafs 
thro' thjs channel, the reil are obliged to go round the 
Irifhcoafl. Afi^ three weeks fail, during which timp 
they were involved in continual mills and fogs, they 
got fight of the Orkneys, and in the latitude of 60 deg. 
met with fome fhips which were waiting for them, by 
whom they were convoyed to the coafl'of Holland, and 
arrived at Amflerdamon the i6th day of July 1723, 
being the fkme day two years, that they failed on this 
voyage. 

On our return, fays the author, the faceofaffiiirs, 
witb refpefi to us, was much altered: for the Weft 
India company immediately commenced a fuit in behalf 
of themieves^ commodore Ro^wein, and the perfons 
employed in the fquadron under their protedlion; in 
order to obtain fatisfadion for the injuflice done them 
by the Eaft India company; accordingly, they pre- 
fented a memorial to their high mightinefTes the flatet 
^neral, fetdng forth the legallity of their defign, the 
(ofTes they had fuilained, and the advantages that 
might refult to the public from their difeoveries, had the 
G g 2 voyage 
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voyage been perfeaed. TKe ftates general inftantly 
ordered the Eaft India company to put in an anfwer to 
this memorial, that they might lee, whether they 
would avow the faa, or whether any reafons could be 
nlledged to juftify it. The Eaft India company did 
not at all hefitate in declaring their approbation of 
what had been done by the governor general and his 
council at Batavia, &c. 

Thefe memorials, after having been well confidcred, 
were remitted into the hands of the proper officer, who 
was appointed to draw up the judgment in this cafe 
given, which was as followeth. “We, their high 
mightinefles the ftates general, do hereby order and 
decree, that the Eaft India company ftiall inunediately 
furnifli the Weft India company with two new Ihips, 
completely figged in every refpedl, better than thofe 
which they condemned and confifcated; that the for- 
mer {hall alfo pay to the latter, the full value of the 
cargoes, with rel^dt to the crews of both Ihips,'and 
** then* wages, to the time of their return to Holland; 
« that, moreover, the faid Eaft India company (hall 
** pay all cofts of fuit; beftdes a certain lum to the 
public ufe, for having thus abufed their authority.” 
Such was the wife and equitable decifion of the ftates 
general, on this difputc between the two companies; 
which difpute, tho’ it happened in Holland, yet may 
it equally concern other countries, where there is any 
cxclulive company eftablilhed; as herein their high 
mightineftes very juftly diftinguiftied between the parti¬ 
cular advantages relulting from a company eftablilhed 
by their authority, and the common benefit of all their 
fubjedts. 

This diftinflion agrees fo well with the intereft of all 
nations, that it is impoffible for any unprejuced perfoir 
not to difeern,^ that exclufive companies rather deftroy, 
than promote, ^the commerce of the countries where 
they are eftablilhed 1 for the more any company extends 
its foreign conquefts, the more of their ftock muft of 
neceffity be expended, for the prefervation of fuch con¬ 
quefts I and the greater thek dominions, tlie lefs they 
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are able to mind the true intereft of that trade, for the 
promoting which they were firfl ere^ed. Is is a true 
and certain maxim, that though particular perfons gain 
moil by old and fettled trades, yet a hew commerce 
contributes moil to enrich a people; becaufe it en- 
creafes the number of hands in all manufadlures at 
home, fwells the number of feamen, occafions the 
building of new ihips, and, in ihort, ilrengthens that 
fpirit .of induilry, which is fo neceiSary to a trading 
nation. 

We (hall conclude this voyage with obrerving,*that it 
was undoubtedly commodore Roggewein's plan, to dif- 
cover fome idand on the coaflof Brafil, where a fettle- 
ment might be made, that his countrymen ihould, for 
the future, have a place of their own, without troubling 
the Portuguefe at all. With this view he reconoitrea 
the iilandof St. Lewis, which had never been thorough¬ 
ly difcovered before; and, therefore, he had a right to 
give it a new name: and if he had fettled on it alfoy 
as he propofed, it had certainly anfwered the end of 
his voyage efiedually^ He formed the fame proje£i 
with refpe6l to Juan Fernandez, which is certainly one 
of the wholfomeil and pleaianteft iilands in America, 
and from whence, if it was once fetded, the difcover- 
ing of the fouthecn continent and iilands mud with eafo 
follow. The hrft error he committed was poftponing 
thefe fetdements, efpecially the lad, becaufe the bene« 
fits which mud have refulted from it are apparent: but 
what commodore Roggewein’s intendons were, dill 
remains st fecret; and we mud be content with the 
conjedures arifiag from die perufal of his voyage care¬ 
fully, as we cannot procure his propofals to the Dutck 
Wed India company, in which, no doubt, there are 
abundance of curious pardculam^ 
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CHAP. XXIIL 

The voyage of commodore Anfon^ now lord Anforiy 
round the world, 

B efore we enter upon this voyage, it fliould 
feem necefl’ary, to acquaint the reader, with the 
caufe and original defign of it. Towards the end of 
fummer 1739, being forefeen that a war with Spain 
was inevitable ; fome perfons of diftindlion, then trufted 
with the adminiftration of affairs, were of opinion, that 
the moft prudent hep the nation could take, on the 
commencement of that war, would be to attack the 
Spaniards in their diftant fcttlements, thereby to cut 
off the principal refources of the enemy, and deprive 
them of that treafure, by which alone they were ena¬ 
bled to carry it on. In confequence of thefe fentiments, 
after mature deliberation it was refolved, that two 
fquadrons fhould be fitted out for two fecret expeditions, 
and at the fame time have a connexion with one ano¬ 
ther ; that Mr. Anfon fhould command one of them, and 
Mr. Cornwall, (who loft his life fo glorioufly in the 
defence of his country) the'other. *That the fquadron 
under Mr. Anfon fhould take on board three indepen¬ 
dent companies, confiftingof 100 men each, under the 
•ommand of colonel Bland; and that this fhould fail 
with exprefs orders to touch at no place till they ar¬ 
rived at Java-head, in the Eaft Indies, there only take 
in water; and then proceed diredly to the city of 
Manilla : that the other fquadron fhould be of equal 
force, pafs round Cape Horn to the South Seas, cruife 
upon the enemy, and on its return, rendezvous at 
Manilla : there join Mr. /^nfon, refrefh the men, refit 
them Ihipi, and then probably receive frefh inftruftions. 

No one can doubt but this fcheme was very well pro- 
jefted, and would certainly have greatly advanced the 
public fervice, had it been put into execution, at the 
lime Sir Charles Wager propofed it; for it is pretty 
certain Mr. Anfon would have arrived there before 
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they had received any information of the war between 
England and Spain, and confequently before they had 
been prepared for the reception of an enemy. The 
city of Manilla* might be very well fuppofed, to have 
been at that }un£lure in as defencelefs a condition, at 
we, by intercepted letters of the viceroy’s and gover¬ 
nors, found to be the ftate of Panama, and other 
Spaniih places on the coad of the South Seas; nor can 
it be imagined^ that Manilla, almofl half the circum¬ 
ference of the globe farther oiF, Ihould have taken 
greater care for its fecurity, than Panama, Peru, or 
Chili, on which their poiledion of that vail empire de« 
pends. 

November 18, Mr. Anfon received an order to take 
upon him the command of the Argyle, Severn, Pearl, 
Wager, and Tryal-floop; and on his attending the 
admiralty the beginning of January, 1739, “cwftile, 
he was told by Sir Charles Wager, that the expedition 
to Manilla was laid afide; but that to the South ^ett 
was flill intended; and Mr. Anfon ihould be employed 
in this fervicc. January 10, he received his commif- 
iion, appointing him commander in chief of the fore- 
mentioned fquadron. June 28, the duke of Newcallle 
delivered to him his majeily’s inilrudions; with an ad¬ 
ditional inilrudtion from the lords juilices, dated June 
1740. Mr. Anfon was extremely chagrined at the lofs of 
the former defirable entei prize; however, as foon as 
he had received his lad inlbrudions, he failed to Spit- 
head, flattering himfelf that all his diiticulties were 
now over : but as he was very fenfible that joo feamea 
of his complement were dill wanting; on being ind>rm- 
jed b)c,Sir Charles Wager, that the board of admiralty 
had fent an order to Sir John Norris to fpare him what 
hands he wanted, he doubted not of its bein^ complied 
with. £ut Sir John told him, he could fpare none. 
Here again he was difappointed; and it was the latter 
end of July before this deficiency was in any manner 
fupplied ; and what was then done fell very Ihort of 
his expedationfor inilead of 300 able feamen, he had 
170 only, of whom 32 were from thehofpital; 37 from 
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the Salifbuiy, with three officers of colonel Lowther's 
^ regiment, and 98 marines. Nor did the commodore's 
morciheadon end here. All the land forces he was now 
allowed being 500 invalids, to be collected out of the 
Chelfea penhoners; the greatefl part of whom, he 
was fully perfuaded, would perilh Mfore they came to 
action. Thefe delays made his palTage round Cape 
Horn to fall out in the mod rigorous feafon of the 
year. For the foldiers were not ordered on board the 
fquadron till the 5th of Auguft; when indead of 500, 
there came no more then 259; all thofe who had 
drength to walk out of Portlmouth having deferted. 
It feems very odd, that from all the out-pendoners of 
Chelfea college, which are faid to amount to the num- 
her of 2000, the mod indrm diould be culled out for 
this dangerous enterprize; mod of them being 60, and 
fome above 70 years old: nor is it eafy to conceive a 
more moving feene than the embarkation of thefe un¬ 
happy wretches. The concern that aj^ared in their 
laces, to be thus hurried d’om their repole to a laborious 
employ; to which neither the drength of their bodies, 
nor the vigour of their mmds, were in any wife propor¬ 
tioned, and that they would, in all probability, ufelefsly 
perifh by painful difeafes; and this too, after they had 
fpent their youth in the fervicc of their country, filled 
them with the mod difmal apprehenfions. This was a 
melancholy circumdance! and fhould certainly have 
been more particularly infpedted by the government. 

We mud not forget another material circumdance in 
the equipment of this fquadron. Mr. Anfon, after it 
was determined that he fhould be fent to the South. 
Seas, received a propofal to take with him two per- 
fons, under the denomination of agent vidhiallers. 
Thofe who were nominated to this employment had 
formedy been in thefe parts, in the fervice of the South 
Sea company. Thefe Agents were, for this purpofe, 
to have the value of i ^,0001. in merchandife on l^ard 
the fquadron, with which, they afiferted, it would be 
eafier to get fupplies, than for the value of the fame 
goods in money. Whatever colours were given to this 
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fcheme, the generality of mankind would not be per« 
foaded, but that it was chiefly defigned for the benefit 
of the agents, &c. All that Mr. Anfon required of 
the government on this occafion, was only 2 or 
3000 pounds worth of fuch goods, as the Inmans and 
Spanifh planters, in the lefs cultivated par^^ of the 
coaft, might be tempted to purchafe. Towards this 
fum of 15,000 pounds the government agreed to ad¬ 
vance 10,000 pounds, and the other 5,000 pounds was 
borrowed on bottomry bonds. The cargo of goods 
was firft fhipped in the Wager ftore-fhip, and one of 
the viduallers; no part of it being admitted on board 
the men of war: but when the commodore was at 
St. Catharine^s, he, confldering, in cafe of feparadon, it 
might be pretended that fome of the flaps could not get 
provifions for want of a cargo to truck with, didributed 
fome of the lead bulky among the men of war, leav¬ 
ing the remainder in the Wa^r, where they were lod; 
no part of them being difpofod of on the coaft. The 
few whkh were brought l^ck to England, did not pro¬ 
duce, when fold, above one fourth of the prime cod. 
A jud reward for by-jobbs, and clandedine pradiices. 

But to return to the tranfadlions at Portfmouth: to 
replace the 240 deferters, there came on board 210 
marines, detached from different regiments, all new 
jcaifed, and who knew no more of the foldier than their 
regimentals; the lad of thefe came on board the 8th of 
Augud, and the loth they failed fromSpithead to St. 
Helen's. September 18 the fquadron weighed from 
St. Helen's, confiding of five men of war and two 
vidlualling fhips; namely the Centurion, of 60 guns, 
and 400 men, George Anfon, Efq; commander; the 
Glouceder of 50 guns, 300 men, Richard Norris com¬ 
mander; the Severn of 50 guns, 300 men, the Hon. 
Edward Legg captain ; the Pearl, of 40 guns, 250 men, 
Matthew Michell commander; the Wager, 28 guns, 
160 men, under the command of Dandy Kidd; and 
the Tryal-flpop, of eight guns, 100 men, the Hon. 
John Murray commander: the two viftuallers were 
pinks, the larged 400, the other 200 tons, who were 
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te attend os, till oar provifions were fo far fpent> as to 
make room for what they carried in them, and then to 
be difcharged. Befides the above-mentioned ihips 
crews, there were embarked 470 invalids under the 
name of land forces, which were commanded by lieu¬ 
tenant colonel Cracherode. With this force, Mr. 
Anfon weighed from St. Helen’s Augufl 18, and tided 
it down the channel for the firft 48" hours. On the 20th 
we joined the convoys of the Turkey, the Streights, 
and the American trade, making up 11 men of war, 
and about i co fail of merchant men% On the 29th the 
convoys and trade left us, and we kept our courfe for 
the iiland of Madeira, which by contrary winds we 
were prevented from reaching, till the 25th of Odober. 
We had hardly let go our anchor, when au £nglifh< 
privateer ran near our ilem, and fduted the commo¬ 
dore with nine guns. Next day the conftil of the 
iiland came on boird, whom we faluted with nine^ 
guns alfo. 

1 'he iiland of Madeira is famous for its exellent wines, 
and fituated in a fine climate, at 32 deg. 27 min. north 
latitude. It is one continued hill of a coniiderable 
height, which extends front caft to weft. The fouth 
fide of it is cultivated, and interfperfed with vineyards, 
and in the midft of this declivity the merchants have 
placed their country feats, which afford' a pleaftng pro^. 

There is but one town of any note in the whole- 
iftand; which is call Fonchiale, and feated at tho 
bottom of a large bay on the fouth part, towards the 
fea. It is defended with a high wall, and a batterv of 
cannon, befides a caftle on the Loo, which is a rock in 
the water, a fmall diftance from the fhore. Here is the 
only place where it is poflible for a boat to land: and 
even We, the beach is covered with large ftones, and 
a raging fea continually beats upon it, fo that the com¬ 
modore did not think it fafe to venture the Ihip’s boats 
to fetch water off; therefore ordered the captains to 
employ the Portuguefe boats for this fcrvice. We ftaid 
a week here, in watering the fquadron, taking in 
wine and rcfrefhments. November 3, captain Norris 


Digitized by CjOOQIC 



.1740. Commodore George Anfon. 345 

fent a letter to the conunodore, fignifying his defire to 
quit the command of the Gloucefier, in order to re¬ 
turn to England for the recovery of his health; which 
was immediately a^eed to. Hereupon captain Mitchell 
was ord:ered to command the Gloucefier; captain Kidd 
the Pearl; and captain Murray the Wager; and the 
command of the Tryal was given to captain Cheap. 
Thefe promotions iking fettled, with other changes in 
the fquadron ; the day enfaing, our commodore 
to the captains the necefiary orders, appointiijg St, 
Jago, one of the Cape de Verd ifiands, to be the firft 
place of rendezvous, in cafe of feparation; with far¬ 
ther dire&ions, that if they did not meet the Centurion, 
to fail to ^e ifiand of St. Catharine's on the coafi of 
Brafil. This afternoon we left Madeira, where Mr. 
Anfon vifited the governor, who told him, that for 
-three or four days,towards the end of October, feven or 
eight ftiips of the line appeared,-with a patache, that 
was fent in every day to make the land, and that he 
believed they were Spaniih. On this intelligence, the 
commodore fent an officer in a dean floop, eight leagues 
to the wcftward, to difcover what they were; but the 
officer could not get fight of them, fo we remained in 
an .nnoertainty. However, we were pretty certain 
that this fleet was defigned to put a flop to our expedi¬ 
tion; and that it was the Spaniih fquadron, under the 
command of Don Jdeph Pizarro; and tho' the ca- 
taflrophe, which this armament underwent, was not 
effe^dled by our fuperior power, yet, as it was a confi- 
derable advantage to this nation,,: with refped to our 
equipment, we fliall here give a brief account of their 
proceedings; nor can we be perfuaded that the hiflory 
of their cafualtks, which, by intercepted letters and 
other information, came to our knowledge, will be 
foreign to our purpofe, or unacceptable to our readers. 

This fquadron was fitted out by the crown of Spain 
in the year 1740, with defign to fecure themfelves 
from our enterprife*. It was compofed of the follow¬ 
ing men of war, viz. die Afia, of 60 guns, 700 men, 
' admiral Fizarro ; the Guipukoa, of 74 guns, 700 
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men; the Henniona, of 54 guns, 500 men; the Efpe- 
ranza, of 50 guns, 450 men ; the Eltevan, of 40 guns, 
350 men ; and a patache, of 20 guns. 

This fquadron, over and above its complement of 
failors and marines, had on board an old Spanifh re¬ 
giment, intended to reinforce the garrifons on the 
coaib in the South Seas. After they had cruifed for 
fome dme about the Madeiras; they quitted that dation, 
in the beginning of November, and failed for the river 
Plata, where the admiral fent immediately to Buenos 
Ayres, for a fupply of provifions. While they lay 
here, Aey received information, by the treachery of the 
Portuguefe governor of St. Catharine's, of our having 
been at that ifland on the zid of December preceding: 
But Pizarro had his reafons for avoiding our fquadron 
any where ftiort of the South Seas; and being very 
defifous to get round Cape Horn before us, the more 
efFedually to bafHe our defigns, he made all poflible 
hade to proceed on his voyage with the five large ihips, 
the patache being difabled, and condemned, after the 
men were taken out of her. Towards the end of 
February, Pizarro's fquadron having run the length of 
Cape Horn, he dood wedward, in order to double it; 
but on the lad day of this month, the Guipufcoa, the 
Hermiona, and the Efperanza, were feparated, by a 
dorm, from the admiral, and foon after, the former lod 
fight of the other two. On the 7th of March, after 
they had pafTed the Streights of Le Maire, there came 
on a violent dorm at north wed, which obliged them 
to bear away to the .river of Plate, where the admiral, 
in the Afia, arrived 4 bout the middle of May, and a few 
days after, the Efperanza and the Edevan. The Afia 
came into Monte Vedio, in tne river Plate, with half 
her crew only; the Edevan alfo lod half her hands; 
the Efperanza was dill more unfortunate; for of 4^0 
hands fhe brought from Spain only 58 remained alive, 
and the whole regiment of foot perimed except 60 men. 
As for the Guipufcoa, fhe was dranded and funk on 
the coad of Braiil; the Hermiona foundered at fea; 
and the Jldeyan wascondemned# to Ji>e broke up in the 

river 


Digitized by CjOOQIC 



1742. Commodore George Anfon. 347 

river of Plate. The admiral in the Afia; and the 
Efperanza were both in great want of malls, rigging, 
and all forts of naval llores, and having no fupply at 
Buenos Ayr^s, Pizarro fent an advice-boat with a letter 
of credit to Rio Janeiro for money, t6 buy what was 
wanting of the Portuguefe; and at the fame time 
difpatched an exprefs acrofs the continent to St. Jago 
in Chili, to be thence forwarded to the viceroy of Peru^ 
deliring a remittance of 200,000 dollars from the royal 
chefts at Lima, that he might be enabled to reach the 
South Seas. The Indian charged with this exprefs, 
tho’ it was in the depth of winter, when the Cordilleras 
are elleemed impaflable, by reafon of the fnow, was 
only thirteen days in his journey from Buenos Ayres to 
St. Jago; tho’ thefe places are 300 leagues diftant; 
forty of which are amongll the fnows and precipices'of 
the Cordilleras. This is by the Spaniards recorded for 
an extraordinary performance. 

But the return of this courier was by ho means favou¬ 
rable to Pizarro; for inftead of 200,000 dollars, the 
viceroy remitted him onl^ 100,000. The advice-boat 
aifo executed her orders imperfectly, bringing indeed a 
good quantity of pitch, and cordage, but no malls or 
yards. However, by removing the malls of the 
Efperanza into the Afia, and making ufe of what fquarc 
malls they had on board, they made a tolerable Ihift to 
fit up the Afia, and the St. Ellevan. In October fol¬ 
lowing Pizarro prepared to fail for the South Seas; and 
to attempt a fecond palTage round Cape Horn: but the 
Ellevan, in coming down the river Plate ran on a 
IhoaJ and broke off her rudder; on this accident, and 
other damages received, Ihe was condemned, and broke 
up, and Pizarro in the Afia, proceeding by himfelf, was 
a fecond time forced back to the river Plate in great 
dillrefs, having been a confiderable fufferer in this 
fecond unfortunate expedition ; the Efperanza was refit¬ 
ted again, and the coinmand of her given toMindinuetta, 
who had been captain of the Guipufcoa that was loft. 
He, the next year, in November 1742, failed from the 
river Plate, and got fafe to the coaft of Chili, where 
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his commodore Pizarro, croiHng over land from Buenos 
Ayres, met him. Great animomies arofe between thefe 
two on their meeting. Pizarro demanded the com¬ 
mand of the Efperanza, which Mindinuetta refufed to 
deliver up. However, by the interpofition of the pre-^ 
fident of Chili, the latter was obliged to fubmit. Thefe 
two gentlemen afterwards came back by land to Buenos 
Ayres, in 1745, where they found the Alia, and re- 
Iblving to carry her to Europe, refitted her in the beft 
manner they were able. Their greateft difficulty was 
to procure hands to navigate her. To this purpofe, 
they prefled many of the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres, 
put all the Englifh prifoners there in cuftody, on board, 
with a number of Portuguefe fmugglers, and foipe In¬ 
dians of the country. Among the latter, there was 
a chief, and ten of his followers, who were taken pri¬ 
foners three months before, by a party of Spanifh 
foldiers: the name of the chief was Orellana. With 
this motly crew the admiral fet fail, in November 
1745. The Spaniards well knowing the diflTatisfadtion 
of their forced men, and not having quite 100 of their 
own, treated both the Indians and the Englifli prifoners 
with great barbarity; but more particularly the former, 
whom the meaneft. officers would often beat unmerci¬ 
fully on the flighted: pretences. Orellana and his follow¬ 
ers, tho’ feemingly fubmiflive, meditated revenge for 
thefe inhumanities. As he could talk Spaniffi very well, , 
he would often converfe with fuch of the Englidi as could 
fpeak that language, deiiring to be informed of their 
number. He, well knowing they were as great ene¬ 
mies to‘the Spaniards as himfelf, founded ^em at a 
didance; but hot finding them fo ready to enter into his 
fcheme as he expected; he dropped all converfation 
with them on a fudden, and refolved to trud to his own 
followers. About nine in the evening,, when many of 
the head officers were taking the fredi air on the quarter¬ 
deck, Orellana and his companions, under cover of 
the night, being prepared with weapons, threw off 
their trowzers, canie all together to the fame place, 
and made to the great cabin door. The boatfwain in- 
d^ntly ordered them to be gone; on which Orellana 
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fpoke to his followers in their own language, and four 
of them inllantly drew off; two to each gangway, while 
he, with the remaining fix, moved flowly away. When 
the four detatched Indians had taken poiTefilon of the 
g^angways, Orellana, placing his hands hollow to his 
mouth, made the war cry ufedby thefe favages, which 
is faid to be the mod hideous yell known in nature. 
On this fignal they all drew their knives, and brandifti- 
cd their double-headed fhot, which they had prepared, 
and hung at the end of thongs, while the other fix, with 
their chief, fell upon the Spaniards, killed 20 on the fpot, 
and difabled as many more. In the beginning of the fray, 
moft of the officers rulhed into the cabin, put out the 
lights, and barricaded the door, while others efcaped 
up the main flirouds, in the tops, and rigging of the 
fore-maft, and bowfprit. Thus did thefe eleven Indians, 
with a refolution fcarCe credible, inftantly pofiefs 
themfelves of the quarter-deck of a fiiip of 66 guns, and 
manned with 500 hands: for the officers in the great 
cabin, the crew between decks, and thofe who had 
cfcaped in the tops and rigging, were only follicitous 
for their own fafety. When the Indians had cleared 
the quarter-deck, the tumult in a great meafure abated. 
Orellana, now finding himfclf mailer of the quarter¬ 
deck, broke open the arm-chefi, which had been plac¬ 
ed here a few days before, in cafe of a mutiny j but 
could find no cutlafles, the fire-arms hreing laid over 
them. By this time Pizarro and his companions were 
capable of converfing aloud, thro’ the port-holes and 
cabin windows with thofe in the gun-room, and be¬ 
tween decks; from whom they were informed that the 
Engliih were not concerned in the mutiny. On which 
Pizarro and the officers refolved to attack Orellana on 
the quarter-deck. With this view he got together all 
the arms in the cabin, and diftributed them amongft his 
officers; but he could find none but piilols, and had 
neither powder, nor ball. He, therefore, ordered a 
bucket to be lowered down from the cabin window, 
into which the gunner put a quantity of piftol-cartriges. 
As foon as they had loaded their piftols, diey threw 
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Open the cabin door, and fired feveral fhot amongft the 
Indians, though without efFedl; at laft Mindinuetca had 
the good fortune to fhoot Orellana thro’ the head, who 
dropped down dead on the fpot; at the light of which 
his faithful companions all leaped into the fea, and 
perifhed. Thus was the infurredion quelled, and the 
pofl'effion of the quarter-deck reftored, after it had been 
above two hours in the hands of this intrepid chief, and 
his gallant followers. In the beginning of the year 
1746 Pizarro arrived fafe on the coaft of Galicia, after 
having been abfent from Spain between four and five 
years. The Efperanza was left in the South Seas, and 
doubtlefs, by this time, was incapable of returning to 
Spain. Thus ended Pizarro’s adventures, with the 
ruin of a large proportion of the whole navy of Spain: 
return we now to our own voyage. 

We have already mentioned our weighing from 
Madeira on the 3d of November, 1740, where the 
captains had given orders to rendezvous at St. Jago, in 
cafe of feparation : but on our getting out to fea, the 
feafon being fo far advanced, the commodore appoint¬ 
ed the ifland of St. Catharine's on the coafi of Braffl 
for that purpofe. In our palTage thither we found the 
direftion of the trade winds vary very confiderably from 
the general hiflory of thefe winds, and the experience 
of former navigators. For tho’ we met with a north 
caft wind about 28 deg. north latitude, yet from 25 
deg. to 18 d§g. of the fame latitude, the wind was 
never once to the northward of the eaft, but almoft con- 
jftantly to the fouth of it. However, from thence to 
6 deg. 20 min. north latitude, we ha,d it ufually to the 
northward of the eaft, tho’ for a fhort time it changed 
E. S. E. from hence to 4 deg. 46 min. north, the wea¬ 
ther being very unfettled. This obfervation may not 
only be of fervice to future navigators; but is a circum- 
ftance which Ihould be attended to in the folution of that 
grand queftion, about the caufes of the trade winds, 
and monfoons. November zo, the captains in the 
fquadron complained that their men were fickly, and 
were of opinion that this ficknefs was occafioned by 
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the want of air between decks. Upon which, the com* 
modore ordered air-fcuttles to be made in fuch places, 
as would the leaft weaken'the Ihips. November 28, 
we crofled the equinoftial, with a fine frefh gale at 
fouth eaft, and on the fecond of December we faw a 
fail; but could not come up with hcr.„ On the 10th 
the Tryal fired,a gun to denote foundings. The next 
day but one, we fpoke with a Portuguefe brigantine, 
from Rio Janiero, who told ns, we were 34 leagues 
from Cape St, Thomas, which bore from us W. S. W. 
On the 16th we difeover’d the coall of Brafil'; to our 
great joy, the ficknefs among our men daily increaf- 
ing. Two days after we fleered in between the north 
point of St. Catharine’s and the illand of Alvaredo; and 
anchored on the, 18th at the north well point of St. 
Catharine’s, bearing S. S. W. diflant three miles; the 
illand Alvaredo lying N. N. E. dillant two leagues. 
Here we difeovered two fortifications, which feemed 
defigned to hinder the palTage of an enemy between the 
illand and the main. The commodore fent from hence 
a boat with an officer to compliment the governor, and 
defire a pilot. He foon received a very civil anfvver 
with one. On the 20th we weighed, and our piloC 
brought us to anchor in a fine bay, called by the 
French Bon Port. The next morning we weighed a- 
gain, to run above the two fortifications, or calUes, 
which are called Santa Cruz, and St, Juan. On the 
2ill we came to an anchor in five fathom and a half, 
and here moored; when the Commodore ordered each 
Blip to eredl two tents, one for the fick, the other for 
the furgeon and his aflillants. We fent about 80 lick 
men from the Centurion; and from the other Ihips 
pretty near the fame number. We then feraped our 
decks, fmoaked them between, and walhed them all 
over with vinegar. Our next bulinefs was to wood and 
water, to caulk the Ihip’s lides and decks, and over- 
hale the rigging. 

January 18, 1741, the lignal was made for failing, 
and the fquadron got out to fca, quitting, without the 
kaft regret, the illand of St. Catharine’s, where we were 
H h 3 greatly 
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greatly difappointed with refpefl to the refreihinents 
and accommodations we there met with ; and, indeed, 
we had but a melancholy proof of its healthinefs, for 
our hck returned on board in as bad a condition as they 
went afhore : the Centurion alone buried 26 hero, and 
her number of fick, during our ihort-ftay, was en- 
creafed to 90. The day Before we left this place, the 
orders delivered to the captains were, that if they (hould 
chance to be feparated, which they ihould ufe their 
utmoft care to avoid, the fir (I place of rendezvous 
ihould be at the port of St. Julian; and if they were 
not joined by the commodore in ten days after their ar- 
rival at that place, to proceed through the Streights of 
Le Maire, round Cape Horn, into the South Seas. 
The next place of rendezvous to be at the ifland of 
Noftra Senora del Socoro, in A5 deg. fouth lat. That 
they Ihould bring this ifland to near £. N. £. and cruife 
from five to twelve leagues diftant round it, as long as 
their wood and water lafted, of both which they fliould 
be as faving as poflible, and then ftand away for the 
ifland Juan Fernandez; there to cruife, after they had 
laid in wood and water, for 56 days 5 and if the com¬ 
modore did not join them before that time was expired, 
they might be certain fome accident had happened to 
him ; and therefore fliould immediately put themfelves 
under the command of the fenior officer, who was to 
ufe all polfible means to annoy the enemy by fea and 
land. That their new commodore fliould continue in 
thofe feas as long as their provifions held out, and as 
' long as they could procure them from the enemy, re- 
ferving only a fufficiency to carry the (hips to Macao, 
at the entrance of the river of Canton; where, after 
having laid in a frefli flock of provifions, they fliould 
make the beft of- their way for England. The next 
day we had bad weather, rain, thunder and lightening. 
On the 21 ft it blew a frefli gale, which encreafed ml 
night. N ext morning a furious ftorm arofe, and with 
it a thick fog, infomuch that we could not fee zoo 
yards before us, and the whole fquadron difappeared 
in an inflant. A flgnal was made to bring to with the 
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larboard tacks, by firing guns, the wind being due eaft. 
We then lay under a reefed mizen till noon, when the 
fog ceafed, and we difcovered all the Ihips in the 
fquadron, the Pearl excepted, who did not come up 
till a month afterwards. The Tryal, having loft her 
main-maft in the ftorm, for fear of bulging, cutaway 
her raft, and bore down to the fquadron for relief. The 
Gloucefter was ordered to take her in tow. We now 
ftood to the fouthward with little interruption. 

As foon as we had palTed the latitude of, the river 
Plate, our foundings continued all along the coaft of 
Petagonia. In this pafifage we had a view of Cape 
Blanco, which is the moft remarkable land upon the 
coaft. Steering from hence near thirty leagues foutE 
by eaft, we deepened our water to thirty fathom, with¬ 
out altering our bottom; then drawing nearer the coaft 
with a fouth weft courfe, we continually found a fandy 
bottom, ’till we came into thirty fathom, then we had 
again fight of land, diftant about , eight leagues, lying 
in the latitude of 48 deg. 31 mih. At five in the 
afternoon, February 17, we anchored in the fame 
foundings as before, and weighed again at five next 
morning. An hour afterwards we faw a fail, upon 
which the Severn and Gloucefter were ordered to 
give chace. We foon found her to be the Pearl, which 
parted with us quickly after we left St. Catharine’s. 
On this we made a fignal for the Severn to return, 
and leave the Gloucefter alone in purfuit, but were 
fomewhat furprized to obferve the Pearl increafe her 
fail as the Gloucefter approached. However, the 
Gloucefter at lengtli came up with them; but found 
them with their hahimocks in the netting, prepared 
for an engagement. At two in the afternoon the Pearl 
joined us, and running under our ftern, lieutenant Salt 
haled the commodore, and told him captain Kidd was 
dead. He alfo faid, that he had feen five large ftiips 
on the I oth, which he took to be our fquadron; but 
foon found his miftake, they being five Spanifti men of 
war, whom he narrowly eicaped. In the morning of 
the next day we fent two cutters afhore to difeover the 
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port of St. Julian. Soon after the cutters returned, 
having found the bay, which did not appear to ns. 
We anchored in this bay, with defign to have refitted 
the Tryal, her mainmaft being carried away, near i z 
feet below the cap ; the Wager was ordered to fupply 
her vvith a fpare main-top-maft, of which the carpenter 
made a new foremaft. While we ft aid here, on the 
death of captain Kidd, the commodore appointed the 
honourable captain Murray to fucceed to the Pearl; 
captain Cheap to the Wager; and his firft lieutenant, 
captain Charles Saunders, to the command of the 
Tryal; who, at that time, was dangeroufly ill of a 
fever, on board the Centurion: fo Mr. Anfon fent an 
order to Mr. Saumarez, firft lieutenant of the Centurion, 
to a6l as commander on board the Tryal during his ill« 
sefs. 

February 27, the fquadron weighed from St. Julian, 
and entered the Streights of Le Maire on the 7th of 
March, the Pearl and the Tryal being ordered to keep 
a-head of the fquadron : we came in with fine weather 
and a good gale, and were hurried through by the 
ftrength of the tide in about two hours. Now, being, 
all in high fpirits, and on the verge of the Pacific 
Ocean, we fancied we had nothing more to do, than 
to traverfe thofe happy Teas, whofe golden coafts were 
to recompenfe our labours: but, alas! we were foon 
awaked from thefe delufive dreams;, for we had fcarce 
pafled thefe ftreights, when a terrible ftorm arofe. At 
the fame time, the tide turned againft us, and the Wager 
and the Anne Pink, being the fternmoll of the fleet, 
k was with the utmoft difficulty they efcaped being 
wrecked on the rocks of Staten-land. For above three 
months fucceeding, we had incelTant hurricanes, and 
fuch mountainous feas as furprifed the moft experienced 
faflors amongft us, fo that the whole fquadron was in 

f reat difttefs. March 10, we loft fight of the Anne 
ink, which joined us again on the i6th. On the 30th 
the Gloucefter’s main-yard broke in the flings; which 
accident was the more unfortunate, as it protra^ed our 
continuance in thef? boifterous feas, The commodore 
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ordered feveral carpenters aboard of her, for the greater 
expedition. April 8, feveral guns were fired to the 
leeward, as fignals of diftrefs; the commodore made 
a fignal for die fquadron to bring to. At day-break we 
faw the Wager, whofe mizzen-maft was broke two 
feet above the awning, and was carried away with the 
main-top-fail yard; and by a roll of the fea, all the 
chain-plates to windward were broke like wife. What 
added to thefe misfortunes was, their captain. Cheap, 
was fick in bed, 'knd their carpenter ftill on board the 
Gloucefter. On the 13th, the commodore, being on 
the weather-quarter, bore down, and fpoke with the 
Gloucefter. He undertook to fend the carpenter, de- 
fired the captain to take the moft elFedlual meafuies for 
remedying what was amifs, and to do all he could to 
keep up with the fquadron. Towards the latter end 
of March, fays Mr. Walter, we were advanced 10 deg. 
to the weft or the weftermoft point of Terra del Fuego j 
this allowance being double to what former cicum- 
navigators have thought neceifary to be taken, in order 
to compenfate for the drift of the weftem current, 
imagining ourfelves pretty well advanced within the 
limits of the fouthern ocean : but on April 13 we were 
got but one degree in latitude to the fouth of the weft 
entrance of the Streights of Magellan; fo that we 
fully expedled, in a very (hort time to have experienced 
the tranquillity of the Pacific Ocean: But thefe were 
vain delufions; for the next morning the Pink made a 
fignal of feeing land right a-head, which, by the lati¬ 
tude we fell in with it, we took to be a part of Terra 
del Fuego, called, in Frezier’s chart. Cape Noir. 
It was very ftrange that the currents Ihould have driven 
us to the eaft with fuch ftrength, when we thought our¬ 
felves 10 deg. more wefterly. Thus inftead of having 
our troubles relieved by a warmer climate, we were to 
fteer again to the fouth, and combat thofe weftern blafts, 
with which we had fo often been terrified. Add to 
this the difeouragement we received by the diminution 
of our fquadron; having three days before loft fight 
of the Severn and the Pearl, which we never 

more. 


Digitized by CjOOQIC 



35^ Voyages of 1741. 

more, till their arrival at the ifland of Juan Fer¬ 
nandez. 

April 22, we flood away to the fouth weft, and on 
the 2^th the weather became more moderate; but the 
remaining part of the month we had generally hard 
gales: towards the end of it there were but few on 
board who were not afflidled with the fcurvy, and in 
this month no lefs than 43 died of it, out of the Cen¬ 
turion’s company. In the month of May we loft al- 
moft double that number, and, as we did not reach the 
ifland of Juan Fernandez till the middle of June, the 
diftemper encreafed to fuch a degree, that after the 
lofs ot above 200 men, we could not mufter more 
than fix fore-maft men in a watch capable of duty. 
It would be difficult to ennumerate all the various 
concomitants which attend the fea-fcurvy. It often 
produces fevers, agues, pleurilies, jaundices, rheumatic 
pains, coftivenefs, &c. But the moft extraordinary 
circumftance, and what would be fcarce credible up¬ 
on a Angle evidence, is, that the fears of wounds 
which have been for many years healed, are forc¬ 
ed open again by this diftemper; of which, there 
was a remarkable inftance in one of the invalids on 
board the Centurion; who had been wounded fifty 
years before at the battle of the^ Boyne, and tho* 
he was cured foon after, and had been well for ma¬ 
ny years paft; yet on his having the fcurvy, his 
wounds broke out afrelh, and appeared as if they 
had never been healed: nay, What is ftill more afto- 
nifhing, the callous of a broken bone, which had 
been completely formed, was found to have been 
hereby diflblved, and the fradlure feemed as if it 
had never been confolidated. 

Having now cruifed in vain for more than a fort¬ 
night in queft of the other fliips; we refolvcd to 
leave this terrible coaft, and make the beft of our 
way for Juan Fernandez. May 30 we had a view 
of the continent of Chili, diftant about 12 leagues. 
The land made exceeding high, and appeared very 
white; fo that what we faw was doubtlefs the tops 
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of the Cordilleras covered with fnow. June 9, at 
day-break, we difcovered that long-wilhed-for ifland, 
and plyed all day and the next night, to get in with the 
land, but to fo wretched a condition was this fixty-gun 
Ihip reduced, that in the middle watch the lieute¬ 
nant could mufter no more than two quarter-mailers 
and fix fore-maft-men capable of working; and with¬ 
out the affiftance of the officers fervants, and the 
boys, it had been impoffible to have reached it. How¬ 
ever, with much difficulty, we came to an anchor at 
the mouth of the bay on the 12th in the morning 
in 56 fathom. Sooif after we had got into this new 
ftation we difcovered a fail, and knew her to be 
the Tryal floop. We immediately fent fome hands 
aboard her, by whofe affiilance fhe was brought to 
an anchor between us and the land. She like wife 
had fuffered feverely; for the captain informed us, 
that out of his fmall number, he had buried thirty- 
four men. Having prepared our tents, we fent all 
our fick on Ihore on the 17Ch and i 8th, amounting 
to 167 perfons, beiides 14* who died in the boats 
on their being expo fed to the frelh air. It was near 
twenty days after our landing before the mortality 
(ceafed, and for the firft ten day^ we rarely buried 
lefs than fix per day. June 21, one of our people 
from an eminence difcovered a fhip to the leeward, 
and obferved that (he had no fail abroad but her courfes 
and main-top-fail. This made us imagine it was one 
of our fquadron; but the weather growing thick and 
and hazy> we faw no more of her till the 26th in the 
afternoon; and the next day about noon fhe approach¬ 
ed fo near that we could diflinguilh her to be the 
Gloucefter. The commodore not doubting her being 
in diftrefs, inftantly fent his boat w^h water, fifh, and 
vegetables to her affiilance; which proved to them a 
very feafonable relief; for, perhaps, never was a crew 
in fo deplorable a fituation. She had loft two thirds of 
her complement; and of thofe who were yet alive, 
fcarce any were capable of doing duty, except the 
officers and fervants* The commodore lent her water 
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and nroviiiohs twice more, when he was informed fhe 
had ^ent a month in endeavouring to fetch the bay; 
tho’ even now fhe was no farther advanced than the 
firil moment fhe made the ifland. Thus was this un¬ 
happy vefiel bandied about within a few leagues of 
their intended harbour; and of that harbour which 
alone could put an end to their calamities. Now we 
loft fight of her again for feveral days; but at a time 
we leaft expelled it, we had, on the of July, the 
pleafure to fee her open the north weft pdint of the bay 
with a flowing fail. We inftantly fent what boats we 
had to her ailiftance, and in an hour's time after, fhe 
anchored fafe, within us, in the bay. We firft aflifted 
them in mooring, then fent their fick on fhore, who 
by deaths were now reduced to lefs then 8o; of thefe 
too, we expedled to lofe the greateft part; but whether 
thofe fartheft advanced in the difeafe were all dead, or 
the greens We had fent aboard prepared the remaining 
few fon a fpeedy recovery, their fick were in general 
reftored to ftrength, in a much fhorter time than 
our own, and fewer of them, in proport/on, died 
afhore. 

After this we never were joined by any other of our 
fhips, except the Anne Pink, whole ftory we fhall de¬ 
fer at prefent. Whilft we were here cleaning our fhips, 
and filling water, we fet up a large copper oven, and 
baked bread every day for the fhip’s company. June 
30, at five in the morning, we were furprifed by a 
violent guft of wind, which inftantly parted our fmall 
bower cabje, about ten fathom front the ring of the 
anchor. The fhip fwung off at once to the belt bower, 
which luckily withftood the violence, and brought us, 
up with two cables an end, in 8o fathom. July i, 
being favoured with the wind, we warped the fhip 
in again, let go the anchor in 41 fathom, and re¬ 
mained fecure in the bay for the future. When the 
Gloucefter arrived in the bay, captain Mitchell inform¬ 
ed the commodore, that, during his abfence, he had 
been driven by the winds as far as the ifland called 
Mafa Fuero, about 22 leagues to the weft of Juan Fer- 
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iiandez. His defcription of this ifland gave rife to a 
conjedure, that fome of our fquadron which were 
jniding might poflibly have fallen in with that place: 
Mr. Anfon therefore refolvcd to fend the Tryal/loop 
thither, to be fatisficd whether any of them were there 
or not. Auguil 4, having got the Tryal in readinefs 
to fail, the next day ihe proceeded with a fair wind. 
On the 16th we efpied a fail, which proved to be our 
vidualler the Anna Pink, and was the lail (hip that join¬ 
ed us, whofe dangers and good fortune being matters 
worthy of our notice, we (hall here relate them. 

May 16 the Anna Pink, after having fplit her for- 
top-fail came to an anchor to the eadward of the ifland 
of Inchin, the whole crew confKting of 16 men and 
boys. On the 18th they drove into 65. fathom water« 
within a mile of the land, and expeded to be drove on 
fhore every moment, where the coaft was fo very high 
and fteep, they had not the lead profped of faving (hip 
or cargo. Under thefe terrifying circumdances (he 
drove nearer and nearer, expe^ng to (Irike every in- 
(lant, when they faw a fmall openmg in the land, and 
indantly cutting away their anchors, they Peered ^ its 
fecurity againft all winds and fwells. In this harbour, 
difcovcred in a miraculous manner, (he came to an an-, 
chor in 2; fathom. Here they condmied two months, 
where her people, who were iU of the fcurvy, (bon re¬ 
covered their health by the freih provilions and excel¬ 
lent water,with which the neighbouring (hore abounded. 
As this place may prove of great importance to future 
navigators, I (hall here give the bed account I could 
get of it. It lies in deg. 30 min. fouth lautude, and 
the ifland of Inchin lies before it, which is thought to 
be one of the iflands of Chonps, mentioned in the 
Spaniih accounts, as (bretching all along that eoaft. 
There are two coves in it where (hips may convenient¬ 
ly heave down, and fine runs of freih water falling into 
it; fo luckily htuated, that calks may be filled in the 
long boat with an hofe. The refirefhments they here 
met with, were celery, nettle-tops, &c. fome mullets, 
cockles and mnffplsi geefe, fbap, and penguins. 
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When the Anna Pink had joined the commodore, 
the Severn, the Pearl, and the Wager ftore-fhip re- 
snained. The two fird parted company off Cape Noir, 
and as we were afterwards informed, pot back to the 
frafils: fo that, of all the ihips which came into thefe 
South Seas, the Wager, captain Cheap, was the only 
one that was mifline; who, in making the bed of her 
way to the ifland of Socoro, our firft place of rendez¬ 
vous, had, on the 14th ofh^y, the i^ps of her fore¬ 
ver-blocks unfortunately brc^e; and the fore-yard 
came down about the people's ears. The fame day 
they faw land, the captain had the misfortune to fall 
from the after-ladder, and diflocated hisfhoulder; in 
the afternoon, betwixt four and five o'dock, fays Mr. 
Campbel, the ihip dmck: on feeling the fhock, I 
diked the mader what was the matter; he anfwered, it 
was only a great fea under the counter. She> indantly 
druck again with a more dreadful (hock than before, 
whereii^n the captain ordered to let go the anchor; 
but we could not clear it till it was too late. In the 
mean time die dradk fo hard that die broke the tiller; 
when an anchor of 4800 weight, belonging to the 
Centurion, that lay in the hatch-way, went mro’ her 
bottom. We immediatdy haled up our main-fail, 
bore away for the land, and providence condudled us 
between two rocks, where die duck fad; unable to 
procetd, or fink. I now went to die captain, who 
was in a fhocking condition with his ihoulder, and 
afked if he would go afhore; adding, 1 feared the fhip 
would part very foon; he anfwere^* fave the fick, and 
do not mind me. All hands were now employed in 
getting out things nectary for our prefervarion. The 
yawl went aihore fird, and carried as many people as 
would get into her, then the barge and cutter went wiA 
more: but our greated misfortune was, that on this 
fatal day, the fpirit of difeord reigned among the peo¬ 
ple: for when 1 defired them to return with' me in the 
yawl, to fetch fuch tlangs from the Ihip as were ne- 
, cefiajyforour fafety; diey woiddnot. Some of the 
petty oftpersj indeed^ wtot wkh mcr sind we a&cd the 
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c^iptain again to go aihore; but he infixed that every 
other perlon fhould go firA. 1 informed him that all 
were gone that would go. He then raided himfelf 
from his bed, and bemg fcarce able to move, we help¬ 
ed him into the boat, and carried him aihore, where 
£nding two or three huts, built by the Indians, I fixed 
on one of them for the captain. As foon as he got in¬ 
to the hut, he ordered me to go again to the fhip and 
fee if any other of the men would come oiF; but it was 
jiow impofiible for us to get on board, by reafon of the 
maft lying on one fide, and a great fea. In the mean 
time the people who were left behind broke open the 
lazeretto where the wine was flowed, fcuttled the pipes, 
and made themfeives drunk; fo that feveral of them 
tumbled into the fea. 

Going one day on board the fhip, we faw three 
canoes ^ of Indians. We madefignals to them with 
our hats to come near. They had with them their 
chief or cafique. I went with them on fhore to the 
captain, who treated them kindly, and to fhew their 
gratitude, they the next day brought us fix Iheep, and 
a large quantity of fine mufiels. They were of a iftid- 
die fize, of a iwarthy complexion, but extremely cour¬ 
teous. June 6, Mr. Cozens was confined for abufing 
dte captain, but was releafed the fame day* Soon 
after, ^is unhappy gentleman quarrelled with the 
furgeon, chiefly on account of his tender regard for the 
captain. They went to blows, and the furgeon got the 
better. At lafi, on Cozens^s going to the purfer, who 
was ferving out provifions in the flore^tent, a quarrel 
enfued, and the purfer took out a piilol to fhoot him, 
but the cooper ilruck it on one fide, and faved his life. 
Hearing the pifiol go off, and at the fame time the 
cooper crying out, Cozens is coming to murder us, 
the captain thought the former had fired the piftol, and 
taking up another difeharged it at him, which mottally 
wounded him in the head. This unlucky accident 
laid the foundation of a great deal of mifehief. On the 
17th the furgeon*s mate took a ball out of Mr. Cozens's 
^eek much flatted^ and he died foon after. The next 
I i 2 day 
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day the carpenter cut the long boat in two, lengthened 
her eleven feet, and (he was compleated about the 
middle of Ofiober. While we were preparing to put 
out to fca, eighty of the (hip’s company, having form¬ 
ed a defign of going thro’ the Streights of Magellan for 
the coad of Brafil, and iniiding, that that was the only 
probable dep towards our fafe arrival in England, they 
drew up a writing, (hewing their reafons mr attempt* 
ing that way, rather than to join the commodore, and 
brought it to the captain, defiring him to (ign it: but. 
captain Cheap refuied to do it with difdain, telling 
them at the fame dme, that it was againd his honour to 
turn his back upon the enemy. On this the men de¬ 
clared the^ would go northward, and that he ought 
to have his command taken from him.” Soon after 
they came and feized him, under pretence of carrying 
him a prifoner to England, to be tried for the murder 
of Mr. Cozens, and accordingly confined him under a 
guard. This, fays Mr. Campbell, was done in a 
violent manner; for they tied his hands behind him 
with a rope, led him out of his tent in his fhirt, (he 
being in bed when they took him) and confined him in 
another tent till the boat went off. After thefe people 
departed, there remained with the captain no more 
than nineteen perfons; which, however were as many 
as the bark and the yawl, the only embarkations we 
had, could well carry off, all of us in a miferable condi¬ 
tion; however we haled both thefe veffels up to high- 
water mark, and all became carpenters; nor was cap¬ 
tain Cheap, who from the lofs of the (hip till this time 
had hardly ftirred out of his hut, an idle fpedator. He 
became very brifk, went about to get wood and water,, 
made Eres, and proved an excellent cook. 1 myfelf, 
fays our author, had one night the honour to fup with 
him, and we had a flaugh cake * of his own making, 
the bed 1 ever eat on the ifland. 

All 


• Tlfij fort of food was nothing hut nuater and Jiour^ 
madt into a b^iUr^ and mixed with a fmall fea weed, that 
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All tkc month of November the weather was fo vcrjr 
bad, that we could rarely get any ihell-hlh; fo that we 
had nothing but flangh^ fried with tallow*candles, 
which were driven along fhore ri*om the wreck; here- 
epon we became fo weak, as hardly to be able to Hand, 
At length two Indian canoes came and brought a f^w 
dogs, which we killed and eat; the weather being fo 
bad, the Indians could neither catch feel, nor dive for 
snuiTels. Thus we lived in the utmoft necefiity till the 
3d of December, which being a fine day, with a fourii 
wind, the captain fent me to the wreck to fee if I could 
find any thing ; and 1 had the good fortune to take op 
three cafks of fine beef, which, as ibon as I got it on 
ihore, the captain* oxdered me to divide equally to 
every man; which I did, and remember that it came 
to 53 pieces of beef a man; fb that we lived well dur¬ 
ing the remainder of the time we ftaid on the ifland, 
and began to grow ftrong again with Englifii Provifion. 
December 15 the people grew impatient for their de» 
partnre from this ifland, and about nine in the morning, 
we got every thing into the boats and put to fea. 
Captain Cheap, the honourable Mr. Byron, and the 
furgeon, were in the barge, with eight men to row: 
Our author and Mr. Hamilton were in the yawl, 
with fix men to row. We had not been out 2dt fea a- 
bove half an hour, fays he, before the wind fluBed, and 
the water was fo rough, diat we expeded to go to the 
bottom every moment. To avoid mis, as far as in our 
power lay, we Hung every thing, even our beef, over¬ 
board, thp* we knew not where to get a morfel to lave 
us fiom peiifhmg. The iea at length ran fo high, that 
we loft fight of the baige. In this fitnation, while 
every one was preparing for death, we faw an opening 
in a rock, ftood in for it^ and found an inlet thro' tht 
mountains, and foon alt^ the barge came to the (anve 
place. We did not row far up the inlet before we 

is Jlaugh^ •which grows on the fubmarine rocks \ and the 
. whole is 'fried with fork Jlufik. Poor fluff / yet even the 
eaftmn was forced to be content with it % . . . < 

^, 113 . landed. 
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landed, to look for a place to make a fire in, to dry our- 
felves. At laft we fotmd a hollow in a rock, where 
we lay all nieht. In the morning, the captain, feeing 
the weather favourable^ ordered ua to put to fea again. 
All this day we plied with the oars, and rowed for the 
Aiore among fome fmall iflands to (belter ourfelves, 
and it rmniag hard, the captain ordered the barges 
main-fail aihore to ndiake a tent of; while the people 
got under a great tree where they m^e a fire. All the 
eatables we found here was a fea-weed, that grows on 
^e funken rocks, which we called fea-tangle. Not 
being able to potto fea the next day, we were all em¬ 
ployed in looking for food. The furgeon fhot a wild 
goofe, we fetchra wood and cut it, while the captain 
made a fire, and fiood cook. We ilaid here three 
days, and called the bay Swamp bay, becaufe this, and 
all the iflands aboitt it, were low, fwampy ground,. 
The next day, keeping from the coafi as far as . we 
could, we faw another opening between die high-land 
and a point of low-land; we ^red for it, and found 
a very fine bay, down which we rowed to the very end; 
but were obliged to come back again. This night we 
lay in a little cove, where, being unable to procure 
any viduals, we brought in a fort of red wood to make 
a^e, which burnt very well, tho' green: fo we called 
diis j^ace Red-wood-cove. The next day, about nine 
in themoming, favoured with a frefh gale, (as near as 
without a compafs we codd guefs) we bent our courfe 
north eafl, the land a-head being very high, with an 
opening between it and the mountains. The captain 
fent me to fee whether there was any pafTage through. 
I went, and found an ifland, which we named the Duke 
of Montrofs's ifland. We had then come 40 leagues 
from Wager ifland, where we left the wreck. Two 
days after being, by our account, Chrifimas-day, we 
rowed to a head-land about nine leagues diftant, when 
the capuia ordered me<to look out for a convenient 
place to anchor, which I foon did. Has we feafted 
ourfelves with fome tande, and drank his majeily> 
health in Adam's ale. Near the ihore J found a Tandy 
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bay, where an unexpedtcd breaker drove the yawl a- 
Ihore; we inftantly took every thing out of her, and 
launched her again, the barge never coming hear us all 
the while, tho' we had neither victuals nor drink, and 
were wet to the ikin; fo we went to her. She lay in a 
bay to the northward, and coining op, we aiked for 
a little freih water; but were told they had none. 
Next day the weather proved fo bad, we could hot go 
out to fea; fo we went down the bay to find fomething 
to eat; but meeting with nothing, we returned and lay 
at the fame place where we were the night before, 
where, going afiiore, we found fome fhelhfifli and 
tangle, in the morning, failing along ihore, we 
doubled one of the head-lands, and night coming on, 
we were forced to lie on our oars; the weather con¬ 
tinuing bad, all hands were employed in getting pro- 
vifions. Here we met with fine lagones, plenty of 
muiTels, and fome feel. The bad weather continu¬ 
ing, we went all aihore again on the fame errand, and 
kiUed a young feel, then dreffed k for dinner, and 
furely no lamb was ever fo good. After dinner, I and 
Mr. Hamilton took our suns, and went out again, 
but on . our return faw the boats ridii^ at a grapnng; 
and the wind fhifting, brought agreatfea into the bay, 
which began to break widiout the boats. The third 
breaker nfied the yawl and funk her« The two men 
left in her were marines, one of whom was drowned, 
the other I haled out of fea and faved. With the 
yawl, to which feven of ns belonged, we loft all our 
clothes, &c. 

As the barge was not capable of cs^ing iis andour 
companions, being in all fev^teen, it was determined 
to leave four of me marines on this defolate iftand, to 
whom the captain gave arms, ammunition, a frying- 
pan, &c. Tnefe poor wretches ftood on the bea^ 
when we departed, and pving us three cheers, cried 
out, God blefs the king. But when we got out of the 
bay, we met with fuch a terrible fea, as obliged us to 
return to die fame place again, and coming by where 
the finir marines wme lc&, we refolved to bring them 
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ofF; but alas I we could neither £nd than,* nor any 
thing belonging to them, except one muiket, and their 
ammunition; fo that we concluded they were either 
taken by the Indians, or devoured by wild beahs, 
having never had any farther account of them. 

January 29, 1742, it was agreed to attempt no far¬ 
ther trial; but to make the beft of our way back to 
Wager ifland, from whence we came, and to which 
place we had been fo much ufed, as to make it a kind 
of home. In our palTage hither, we met with an 
Indian camoe, and no body belonging to her, which 
we thought would be of fervice to us, as a iiihing veiTelf 
fo we put two hands in her, towed her ahern, and got 
fafe into Cheap's bay (as we had before named it 
when we fufiered (hipwreck) about £x o'clock in the 
afternoon, all darviiig for want of fuftenance. 

Having here endured the greateil hardihips imagina^ 
ble for fiheen days, on the 12th of February, by ova 
account, Mr. Hamilton walking along ihore, faw 
fome pieces of beef floating in the fea, and we took 
up feveral of them. Soon after fome Indians, with 
a native of Chileva, who could fpeak a litde Spanifh, 
came in two canoes. The furgeon afked, if he would 
carry us to Chileva in the barge, promihng that he 
ihoidd have her for his trouble. March 6, we all, ex¬ 
cept a marine, who had the day before dole a great 
coat and hid kimfelf, embaked with our Indian plot, 
in number feventeen. On the third day after our de¬ 
parture, the Indian brought us to the bottom of 'a 
great bay, where we found his hut, his wife, and two 
children. Haying (laid here four days, without any 
thing CO eat but boiled tangle; the ^^an, widi hb 
wife and children, went out in the canoe to get fome 
feel, leaving his partner to carry us to a place where 
might get fome (helUfifh. As foen as we got thi¬ 
ther, every one of us went altmg fhorc but Elliot, 
the furgeon, who was ill, and fat down till we returned. 
The men got back before the offioeis, and Mr. Eliioe' 
dehred them to go off a litde, axul try to flioot him a 
gull. Hereiqxm diey all got into dicwav taloDg widt 
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them the young Indian for a guide^ and we never iaw 
them again. 

By this means there were left on ihore captam Cheapo 
Mr. Hamilton, lieutenant of marines; the honourable 
Mr. Byron, and Mr. Campbel, midflupmen ; and Mr* 
Elliot, furgeon. One would imagine our misfortune 
had long before this time been incapable of momenta- • 
tion: but alas! the prefcnt fituadon was muw more 
terrifying than any thing we had yet endured. We were 
now left on a defolate coaft; defbtnte pf provifions, 
arms, ammunidon, and every conveniency, except the 
tattei^ garments on our backs, every thing elfe being 
carried off in-the barge. Yet even now, ^whenno hope 
of relief was left, we perceived a canoe at fome diftance» 
which proved to be that of the Indian, with his family 
who h^ promifed to condudl us to Chiloe. On hie 
coming amore, finding the barge gone, and his com¬ 
panion ; the poor Inman was extremely concerned $ 
but being at lafi pacified, he fdil undertook to convey us 
to the Spanifh fetdements, and procure us provinons 
by the way. Mr. Elliot died foon after they embarked, 
fo that there now remained only four of their whole 
company. 

It was about the middle of March when they put to 
lea, and after a complicated paflage by land and water, 
in which they endured great hardmips, cs^ptain Cheap, 
Mr. Byron, and Mr. Campbel, at lail arrived at Chiloe 
ih the beginning of June, were they were kindly re¬ 
ceived by the Spaniards; but Mr. Hamilton, on ac<^ 
count of fome quarrel among the Indians, did not get 
thither till two mondis after: had their diftrefies con¬ 
tinued but a few days longer, in all probability none of 
them would have furvived* The captain bimfelf was. 
recovered with great difficulty; and the reft were re¬ 
duced fo low by die coldnefs of the feafon, incefiant 
labour, and the want of fuftenance, that it is amazing . 
to think how they could fupport themfelves fo long. 
After fome ftay at Chiloe, they were fent to Valparaifo, 
and from thence to St. Jago, the capital of Chili, where 
they continued above a year; but on the advice of a 
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cartel being fettled between Great Britain and Spain* 
captain Cheap, Mr. Byron, and Mr. Hamilton^ were 
allowed to retoni to Europe in a French fliip: but* 
fays Mr. Walter, the other midihipman, Mr. Camp* 
bel, haring changed his religion whilft at St. Jago* 
chc^e to return to Buenos Ayres with Pizarro and his 
officers, with whom he went afterwards to Spain in the 
Aita; where haring failed in his endeavours of getting 
axommiffion in his catholic majefly's fervice, he came to 
England, and attempted to be reindated in the Britiih 
navy: But as the change of his religion, and his ofier- 
jng himfelf to the cxmrt of S^ain, (tho' not acc^ed) 
are matters which, he is conlcious, are capable of being 
incontedably proved, notwithdanding he complains of 
the injudice that had been done him by captain Cheap* 
and foongly difavows his ever being in the Spaniih 
fervke; he has not hidierto, that 1 know of, fucceed* 
ed. Thus was it above twelve months before the fa- 
tiguing peregrinadon of this part of the Wager's crew 
ended.” But, as omr readers, donbdefs, will be de* 
iirous to know what became of thofe 80 men who 
deferred then* commander, led him and his adherents 
on an uninhabited ifland, and confined him there, dll> 
they got off with the long boat and cutter; we ihail, in 
tbisplace,enteitaui them with an acconntof their adven* 
tares, from the time they went off dom Wager idand, 
to that, when fomeof them retomed to England. 

This unfortunate dep of the gunner, carpenter and 
^ their foolhardy was certainly very ill judged: 

fpr had they, indcaa of going ibuthward in Ae Tong 
beat and cutter, went all together widi the captain to the 
northward, they, in all probability, had made them- 
fidves mafters of Chiloe, and of a Lima ffiip into the bar« 
gain: nay, had diey failed in this attempt, they would 
have reinforced the commodore's fquawn to fuch a 
degree, as to have rendered him capable of fome im¬ 
portant enterprife ; but their folly and obfbnacy not 
only deprivea themfelves, but the reft of their crew, 
ft^om making their fortunes, and of doing confiderable 
fervice to tlie public ; inftead of which, the few who- 
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forvived the hardihips they underwent in this ill-fated 
voyage, brought nodiinghome but a melancholy tale 
of their fufierings, and a fad account of the lives loft, 
in a wrong fear& after felf>^refervation; not of riches, 
or honour. 

On Monday the 12th of Odober, 1740, the deferters 
launched the long-boat, and with great joy chriftened 
her the SpeedweU. They went off the following day; 
but danger haftily purfued them. They were not gpt 
far from Wager-ifland before the Speedwell fplit her 
top-fail; fo they returned the next day, and anchored 
that night in Cheap's bay, the place they went from. 
For feveral days after they made very Jittle progrefs in 
their intended voyage for the Streights of Magellan. 
November 3, they loft the cutter, by the obftinacy of 
the people on board her; but on the 6th got £ght of 
her agaip, and made her faft aftem of them; but 
alas i %e got loofe in the morning, with one poor fellow 
in her, was ftaved among the rocks, and he went to 
the bottom. On the 14th they came in light of the fouth 
ihore, which feemed, at its firft appearance, like that of 
a large iftand, refemUing two fugar-loaves at the further 
end; fouth of which a rocky point extends into the fea. 
This point, the gunner affirmed to be Cape I^Uar, 
and declared he was ther^y fully aftured of being in 
the mouth of the Streights, alledging Sir John Nar- 
borough's authority for his opinion; but the people 
were deaf to all he could fay, and would go no farther, 
bttt would fail a contrary courfe, which employed them 
from the 25th of November, till the 5th of l^cember 
1741, in gradually returning. On the 6th they came a- 
breaft Cape Quad, and on the 11th doubled Cape 
Virgin Mary, where they took leave of the Streights of 
Magellan, having fpent 30 days in their paftage from 
the time they left Cape Pillar. On the 16th at noon 
they reached Penguin iftand, and fteered for Port Defixe, 
from whence they departed on the 26th. 

January 10, 1742, tho' many of this lawlefr crew 
were at that time abided with feverilh fymptoms, 3 xtd 
Other bodily^dsfcorders, their malignant , tempers jof 
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mind began to rage a frefliy and break out with their 
ufiial violence; nothing would pacify diem but a 
diffaribution of flour, tho' they were, even then, in a 
ftate* of/amine. However, they failed the next morn¬ 
ing N. E. by £. within a mile of the fhore, along 
a nne country, abounding with horfes and great dogs. 

Here, fays our author, the provifions being quite 
gone, a^ only one caik of water remaining, we ran as 
near the (hore as we could with fafety; and 14, the 
moft healthy of us, agreed to fwim to land, to feek for 
provifions. We bH got fafe aihorc; except one of the 
marines, who was quite fpent, and drowned within 
three fathoms of the beach. We had four caiks thrown 
overboard after us, to be filled with frefii water, if we 
could find any, to which were lafhed fome muikets and 
ammunition, which we received. After we had walk¬ 
ed above a mile from the beach, we faw a g^eat 
ber of wild horfes and dogs, large flocks of parrots and 
fome feel. We alfo met with a fpring of nefh water. 
We fliot a wild horfe, and (ome ieel, and filled three 
calks of water, which were towed on board by five of 
thofe who fwam of with us. The 14th we received in 
a fcuttled caik fome neceffaries, with anununition, and 
a letter to acquaint us of the hazard they ihould run in 
coining nearer the ihore, and that we mull wait till the 
wekther was better. 

Next morning the ^weather was fair and the wind at 
N. N. W. when we cxpefled they would have flood in for 
the land; but to our great furprize we faw the fchooner, 
under fail, at fome leagues diflance from us. We could 
not'help looking on this ftep as the greatefl a£l of bar¬ 
barity. We found ourfelves abandoned, were fickly, 
fatigued, diflitute of provifions, and in a defolate part 
of me world. Our foreboding apprehenfions, on this 
occafion, are much eafi^r to be imagined than de- 
fenbed. 

We were eight in number, left here by our crew, for 
whofe prefermtion, we riiked our lives in fwimming 
•afliore to get them provifions. Reflecting a while upon 
our unhappy cjurciunflances, we at Icn^ refolved to 
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ftay on the beach, dll we grew fbong enough to 
able to go to Buenos Ayres, about 300 miles to th^ 
north well: accordingly, we took up our lodging i^ • 
a trench by the fea-fide, and ftaid here a month, living 
upon feel; at the end of which time, we had recovered 
ourfelves pretty well, and began to prepare for ou^ 
journey. Having made each of us a knapfack of feel' 
ikin, we put into them as much dried feel as we could 
well carry, and filled their bladders with freOi water, to 
ferve us for ^ttles; we fet forward about the middle of 
February, and the firft two days.travelled 60 miles; 
when our water being near expended, and not able to 
find any more, we agreed to return back to our old 
quarters, till the rainy feafbn ; which took us up tw o 
days and a half more. After our arrival we fet about 
building a little hut near the fea fide, where we fitaid 
three months longer, living the whole time on feels 
and armadillos, with fome fea-weed, which we ufed 
for bread. 

The armadillo is of the fize of a fucking pig, the 
Body pretty long, and indofed in a Ihell, leaving room 
under the belly tor the four legs ; flie nofe is like that of 
a hedge>hog, and the neck long enough to reach all over 
its body. The ihell is jointed bn the back, fo that ihe' 
can turn her body which way Ihe pleafes. Shedi^s 
holes in the ground, and burrows like a rabbit. It ts 
very good eating. Now we refolved to make a fecond 
attempt for the river Plate, and kept our rode along the 
fea-ihore. In three days we travelled 70 miles, when 
a terrible ilorm of thunder, lightening and rain fur-» 
prifed us, during which, we had nothing to cover us 
out feel-ikin jackets, and could procure no proviiions; 
fo that to proceed further, was only to lengthen our 
journey back again, which, we feared would be the 
confequenCe ; and fb it happened. 

When we arrived again to our old quarters, we a* 
greed to divide ourfelves into two piurtibs, who were 
to range alternately to provide for the whole. We 
were now almoft furfeit^ with feel, and one day, as * 
our party, confifiing of four, went out to fcour the 
K k country. 
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conntiyy we faw a great many wild dogs, but could 
not kill any; tho\ now and then, we furpril^ a puppy, 
which, for change of diet, we thought a delicious 
We alfo faw deer, but could not contrive how to take 
them. The next day, in our rambles, we found a 
litter of puppies, in a hole like a coney-burrow, but 
larger. The day following we joined all together in 
fearch of more, and brought home thirteen, defigning, 
if poi&ble to bring them up tame, and they afterwards 
became very ferviceable. Each of us had his brace of 
dogs, which we taught like Englifh fpaniels, nor would 
they leave us to herd with the wild ones. Being one 
day a hunting, we faw feme wild hogs with their young, 
our dogs purl ued them, and took two young ones, whi^ 
we pr^erved alive, and fhot one of the old ones.' We 
reared the young ones, which proved a fow and a 
boar. They became very tame, and whenever we 
went out a hunting would follow the dogs, and at night, 
we, our dogs and hogs, pigged together in the fame hut. 

It was now feven mon^ hnee the long-boat left us, 
and winter came on apace; we, therefore refolved to 
pot our habitation in order, fo that it might fhelter us 
from the inclemency of the coming feafon, which we 
did in the bed manner we were able. Three weeks 
after, when we were hunting on the plain, we faw a 
lion couched on the ground, and, as we thought, watch¬ 
ing his prey, being near a wild cat^s hole. We got clofe 
together with our muikets ready, and Jofeph Clinch 
£red at him, at the diftance of zo yards, reding his 
piece, fays our author, upon my fhoulder; but mided 
him, and the bead kept his podure, taking no notice 
of ^e report. He charged, and fired again in the 
fame manner, fhot him in the right fhoulder, and he 
fell on his back. We ran to him, knocked him on the 
head, brought him to our quarters, and drefied his 
heart, and ribs, but they were very indifferent eating. 

Soon after, being mine and my three partners turn 
to go to the rocks to feek provifions, towards evening, 
we retunied widi three feels. When we came within a 
(tone’s cad of the hut^ we faw our dogs bnfy, and 
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wagging their tails, in a fondling manner. Coming 
up, we found two of our company dead; one with his 
throat cut, the other ftabbed in the breaft. Our hut 
was rifled, the arms and utenflls all gone, and the 
fire put out, tho’ their bodies were fcarcely cold; the 
, murderers were fled. A Ihocking fight riiis ? What to do 
we knew not, expefting to ftiare the fame fate! How¬ 
ever, we refolved to pafs the night here, let whal 
would happen. 

Next morning the d(^ that belonged to them, ftood 
upon the top of the cliff barking at us, and we could 
not entice them to come down, till the evening. 
What became of the other two we could never learn 
any account of. In this melancholy fl:ate, all that wc 
could do, was to quit this unhappy place; and to make 
one attempt more for Buenos Ayres. Having no time 
to^ofe, we immediately filled our knapfacks with raw 
fi^l, and their bladders with water, as before; then fet 
forward. 

At the end of ten days wc made the cape of the river 
Plate, having travelled very hard; but found it im- 
-poffible to get any farther ; fo that after many vain at¬ 
tempts, we were obliged to return to our pld habitation, 
which wc performed in left than ten days. Here we 
durft not now ramble abroad, having nothing to defend 
ourfelves. About a month after we had entered into 
;OBr old hut, it being my turn to flay at home, my 
three companions went to feek for provifions. 1 
thought them long, and in the evening went to meet 
them, when, to my amazement, 1 faw about a dozen 
men on horfeback galloping towards me. Expecting to 
be murdered, I fell upon my knees, begging my lifo, 
when I heard a voice, faying, “ Don't be afffaid, 
“ Ifaac, wc are all here.” Having examined the hift, 
6107 made us all get up behind diem, and carried us to 
their companions, who, with them, had 200 horfea 
which they had taken in hunting. 

Next morning, when we had refrelhed ourfelves, 
wc left this place, driving our troop of horfes before 
us, and having travelled 19 days, we came to another 
place of rendezvous, where we were bought and fold 
K k z feveral 
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feveral times. At length, we arrived at the town 
where the king lives, who detained us as his property. 
When he had examined us, he ordered a horfe to be 
killed, and drelTed for us, lodged us in his own hut 
that night, and ordered one to be built for us againft 
the next: we were ufed well, and there being four 
Spaniih women, captives, in the place; his majeily 
fmiling told us, he would give each of us a wife. Here 
we ftaid eight months. 

The Patagonian Indians, in this part of the country, 
are tall and well made, good-natured and obliging to 
each other, and never fee one another want. Their 
method of feafling is very odd: they have in the fum- 
mer a plenty of fmall fweet berries, like our whortle 
berries, and when they have got together a fufficient 
quantity, they make a hole in the ground, about four 
met fquare, lining the bottom and fides with horfe- 
hides. This pit, or vefTel, they fill half full of thefie 
berries, then add to them as much water as will fill it 
to the top, itirring it about three or four times a day; 
then let it ferment a while. Round this, the men and 
women fit fmoaking and drinking a whole night toge« 
ther, finging, or rather fchrieking, in their way. 
They feem to have feme notion of a deity, and worihip 
the fun and moon; but more efpedally the new moon. 
They have but one wife, and live lovingly together. 

We were at prefent looo miles from Buenos Ayres; 
but at length prevailed with the chief to fend us thither. 
So we all, (except one John Duck, who was a inulatto, 
bom in London, and fold to a mailer op farther in the 
country, where he will end his life) travelled twelve 
days, and being now within loo miles of Buenos 
Ayres, we begged of the chief to difpatch a mefiengfr 
^ the Portuguefe governor there, to acquaint him of 
^ree Engliih prifoners he had with him, and to know 
if he would redeem us; and he did for oo dollars, 
with which bur Indian chief feemed well fatisfied. 
We were now fent prifoners on board tlie Afia, that 
carried the admiral Pizarro, before mentioned, with 
fixteen other Englifli prifoners. Nothing but what is 
common at fea happened, till we arrived at a harbour 

to 
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to the fouth of Cape Finiilerre,. where we were fent on 
fhore, and coniined 15 days; from hence we were fent, 
under a guard, to the Groyne, and confined in the 
caftle of St. Antonio fourteen weeks, till an order came 
from Spain to fend us to Oporto, where we embarked 
on board the Charlotta fnow, captain Miller, and we 
three only * of the eight, arrived fafe in London July 
8, 1746. Proceed we now to the remainder of the 
. Wager’s crew, who ran away in the long boat. 

On the 28th of January 1742, keeping clofe along 
ihore, at fix in the morning, they, tl^o’ the mercy of 
God, difcovered the mouth of the river Rio Grand, 
and deered north to the town. There prefendy came 
off* a boat, and three of them went afhore in it. ?he 
commandant, of the place ufed them civilly, and fent 
provifions on board for their companions. Before he 
left them, he faid, the Severn ana Pearl were at Rio 
Janeiro, in great ^ftrefs; that they had dent to Eng¬ 
land for men, and could not fail from thence till the 
arrival of the Flota, which would not be .dll June. 
April 10, at eight in the morning, they anchored be¬ 
fore the city of Rio Janeiro, where they again met 
with very good ufage j and, on the 20th of May, the 
gunner, carpenter, and cooper, went on board the 
St. Ubes,. one of the Brafil flups^ bound for Bahia and 
Lifbon, leaving ten more of their companions behind. 
The 28th of November following, they arrived at 
Lifbon, and, on the 20th of December, embarked in 
the Stirling Caftle for England, where they arrived 
January I, 1743,. And now, after this fliort account 
of the misfortunes which befel the Anna Pink, the 
fad cataftrophe of the Wager, and melancholy adven¬ 
tures of captain Ch^p, wi^ thofo of his obftinate 
renegadoes, we fhall return to commodore Anfon, 
whom we left at the iiland of Juan Fernandez, ahd 
refume the thread of his ftory 


* Ifaac MorrisJohn Andrew9 Samuel Cooper, 

adventures rf thefe vorong headedpeople commenc* 
tng in 1742, nue thought it proper to continue that date^ to 
frevent eenj^fton in the perufai of Mr, Anfods voyage. 

K k 3 Tte 


Digitized by Google 


3/6 ^he Voyages of 174^* 

The Tryal floop, that had been fent to Mafa Fuero, 
returned in about a week, having been round the ifland, 
without meeting with any part of our fquadron, affords 
us an opportunity of inferdng the accounts given of thk 
place by the officers of that veffel; which we prefume 
was, by them, more particularly examined than it had 
ever been before^ or, perhaps ever will be again. The 
Spaniards mention two iflands, under the name of Juan 
Fernandez, calling them the Greater and the Lefs. 
The Greater is the ifland where we landed, and the 
Lefs, that which we ^e about to defcribe. It bears 
from the Greater Juan Fernandez weft by fouth, and 
is about 20 leagues diftant. Our people found it cover¬ 
ed with trees, having feveral ftreams of water pouring 
down its fides: They found alfb, on the north fide of 
it, a place where fhips might come to anchor; but a 
little inconvenient, the bank being fteep, extending but 
'a little way, and the water very deep; fo that if you 
do not anchor very near the ihore, you lie expofed to 
all winds, except a foutherly one. I'his place abounds 
with goats, who, not accuftomed to be difturbed, were 
no way apprehcnfivc of danger, till they had been 
frequently fired at. Befides goats, oiir people found 
here great numbers of feels and feadions. Upon the 
whole they feemed to imagine, that, tho' it is not the 
moft eligible place for a fhip to refrefh, it might afford 
fome fort of fhelter, efpecially to a fingle fhip appre- 
henfive of fuperior force at the ifland of Juan Fer¬ 
nandez. 

All the latter part of Auguft we were employed in 
unloading provifion from the Anna Pink, great iquan- 
tides of it we found unfit for ufe; which was occa- 
fioned from the water the Pink had made, by ftraining 
in bad weather. The commodore, finding he had no 
farther occafion for her fervice, fent nodce to Mr. 
Gerrard, the matter, that he difcharged her from at¬ 
tending the fquadron, with a cerdficate how long fhe 
had been employed. In confequence of this difmiffion, 
Mr. Gerrard was at liberty to retiun home, or to 
make the bett of his way to any port \^ere he thought 
h^ could furnifh himfelf with a cargo, for the advan- 
.1 tag^ 
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tage of the owners; but he, well knowing it was im- 
polTible to proceed to fea with her, before £e had been 
thoroughly refitted, requefled Mr, Anfon to fuiFer the 
carpenters in the fquadron to furvey her. This waa 
immediately granted, and her defeats and decays cer¬ 
tified, as alfo, that fhe could not depart from the ifland 
without the utmoft hazard, unlefs thoroughly refitted. 

In our prefent htuadon, the thorough refitting of her 
could not be complied with; the mafler, therefore, 
offered a petition to the commodore, in behalf of hit 
owners, praying that he would pleafe to purchafe the 
hull and furniture of the Pink for the ufe of the fqua- 
dron. An inventory was accordingly taken of every 
particular belonging to her, with its juft value; and 
the commodore purchafed the whole at 300]. Mr. 
Gerrard, with all the hands belonging to him, went on 
board the Gloucefter, except two, who were taken in¬ 
to the Centurion. 

This affair kept us here till the beginning of Septem¬ 
ber, by which time our people were lb well recovered 
the feurvy, that'there was little danger of burying 
any more for the prefent. In this place it may be pro¬ 
per to give the^reader the fum total of our lofs of hands 
unce we left St. Helen's, that he may be able in fome 
meafure to judge of our fufterings. 

SAILORS. 

Died on board the Centurion 292 Remain'd alive 214 
Died on board the Gloucefter 292 Remain'd alive 82 
Died on board the Try al 42 Remain'd alive 3.9 

Total dead 626 Total alive 335 

The havock made by the feurvy, had ftill a feverer 
influence on the invalids and marines, than on the fea- 
snen; for, in the Centurion, out of 50 invalids, and 
79 marines, there remained only 4 invalids, including 
officers, and 11 marines: on board the Gloucefter, 
every invalid perifhed, and out of 48 marines only two 
efcaped. From hence it appears, that thefe 3 ihipt 
departed fiQja St. Helen’s with 961 men on board, of 
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whom 626 were dead before wc failed from the ifland 
of Juan Fernandez 5 fo that the whole of oor remain¬ 
ing crews, which now were to be diftributed among 
the three (hips, confiiied of 335 men and boys; a num' 
ber not fufHcient for manning the Centurion alone, and 
fcarce capable of navigating all the three, with the ut- 
moft exertion of their main ftrength. An infignificant 
force this! to oppofe the whole power of Chili and 
Peru. We had at the fame time fome diflant intelli¬ 
gence of a fleet to be fent out from the port of Calao. 
Again, had there been nothing to be feared from the 
naval power of the Spaniards in this part of the world, 
our weak condition gave us the greateil uneadnefs, 
well knowing we were rendered, by this mortality, 
incapable of attempting any places of impmtance : for 
IB our prefent (ituation the lofs of £0 men, was lofing 
-the whole. So that we (hould be now obliged to con¬ 
tent ourfelves with picking up a few prizes before we 
were difcovered: and though the hril event proved 
snore honourable than we could have expedled, yet the 
intermediate diftreffes by far furpafled o)ir mod gloomy 
apprehenfions. But to return to our dory. 

Having converted the fore-maft of the Vi6ina]]tr 
into a main>maft for the Tryal, and left her main-mad 
to make a mizen for the Wager, on the Sth, in the 
mornine, we faw a fail to the north ead % we immediate¬ 
ly got ul our hands on board the Centurion, and gave 
her £hace till night; but in the morning, to our great 
mortification, we had no fight of her from the mad- 
head : however, as we were now fully convinced (he 
was an enemy, we continued our courfe all that day 
and the next, and then, not getting fight of the chace, 
we gave over the purfuit. Being therefore determin¬ 
ed to return to Juan Fernandez, we haled to the fouth 
wed, having very little wind till the i zth, when a Brefh 
gale arofe, and obliged us to dand to the north w^ 

. At day-break we faw a fail on our weather-bow, about 
five leagues didant. We crouded all the fail we could, 
flood after her, and foon perceived (he was not the 
lame fiup wc firft chafed,^ About twelve o'clock we 
' got ' 
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§ ot within a reafonable diftance of hei, fired four 
lot amongft her rigging; but they had not courage 
enough to take them in. As foon as fhe came withia 
hale of us, the commodore ordered her to bring to 
under his lee-quarter, hoified out the boat, and Tent 
Mr. Saumarez, the firft lieutenant, to take pofTefiion of 
her; firft to fend all the officers and pafTengers, and 
afterwards the reil%of the prifoners, on board the Cen¬ 
turion. Thefe prifoners informed us, that the ihip waa 
called the Nuefira Senora del Monte Carmelo. Her 
cargo conlifted chiefly of fugar, and a ^eat quantity 
of blue cloth, made in the province of Quito, witn 
feveral bales of a coarfer fort, like Colchefter bays, 
fome cotton and tobacco, fome trunks of wrought plate, 
and twenty-three ferons of dollars, weighing 200 lb« 
averdupoi^ each. She was about 450tons, had twenty- 
five pafTengers onboard, with fifty-three Tailors, whites 
and blacks; fhe came from Calao, and was bound for 
Valparaifo. She had been built thirty years, yet as 
they lie in harbour all the winter months, ^ey efieeraed 
it no great age. There were no arms on board worth 
any thing, except a few pifiols, belonging to the paf- 
fengers. We by thefe prifoners firft learnt with cer¬ 
tainty the force and defBnadon of that fquadron, which 
cruiied off the Madeiras, at our arrival there, and which 
chafed the Pearl in our Pafiage to Port St. Julian. We 
learnt alfo, that though an embargo had &en laid on 
all the fhipping in thefe Teas, on account of Pizarro's 
difappointment and lofs, yet it now no longer fubfifled; 
they, having no news of us in eight months after we 
were well known to fet fail from St. Catharine's, and 
conceiving it impoffible for any (hips to continue To 
long at Tea, concluded we had either perifhed, or be^ 
obliged to turn back again. 

By this laft article of intelligence we Teemed pofitive 
the enemy knew not that we had pafTed Cape Horn, 
and that we had nothing now to fear, weak as we were, 
from the Spanifh force in this part of the world; for 
though Pizarro had Tent an exprefs to the viceroy of 
Peru, on his return to the river Plate, intimating to 

him. 
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him, that it was poflible fome part of the Engliili 
fquadron might get round, and the latter had already 
fitted out four (hips of force from Calao, three of which 
were ftationed to cruife off Conception, and the other 
at the ifland Fernandez, where they waited for us till 
the 6th of Junej yet they quitted that ftation but 
a few days before our arrival; fo that had we made 
the ifland on the 28th of May, as we intended, and 
as we in reality were very near it, we had doubtlefs 
fallen in with fome part of the Spanifli fquadron. 

Having now gotten on board the Centurion moft of 
the prifoners, and all the lilver, we failed to the north¬ 
ward with our prize, and at fix next morning arrived 
at Fernandez, where we anchored the day following. 
Here we more Hi idly examined all the letters which 
were found on bc^ard the prize, by which, and our 
prifoners information, it appeared, that feveral other 
merchantmen were bound from Calao to Valparaifo. 
Mr. Anfon fent the Tryal floop next morning to cruife 
off the laft mentioned port. He alfo refolved to fepa- 
f ate the ftiips under his command, and employ them hi 
diftind cruifes. And now our peoples Ipirits being 
raifed by thi earneflof fuccefs, he direded, that the 
guns belonging to the Anna Pink Ihould be mounted 
on board our prize, the Carmeldj then fending on 
board the Glouceiler fix paiTengers, and 23 feamen, 
he ordered captain Mitchell to proceed to the latitude 
of 5 deg. fouth, and cruife off the high land of Payta, 
there to continue till he fhould be joined by the com¬ 
modore, which would be on Mr. Anfon’s receiving 
any other intelligence that fhould make it neceffary to 
unite our fircngth. Thcfe orders being delivered to 
'the captain of & Gloucefter, we weighed on the 19th 
of September, with our prize, and took leave of the 
ifland of Juan Fernandez, fteering to the caft, with 
defign to join the Tryal floop off Valparaifo* 

The winds proving crofs, we did not lofe fight of the 
ifland till the zzd; the next night we fplit our main¬ 
top-fail, but got it up again in me mormng. A little 
before fun-fet we law two fail to the eaftward, on 
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which the prize flood diredly from us, to prevent any 
fufpicion of our being cruisers. One of thefe made 
diredlly for us, while the other kept at a diflance. At 
feven o'clock we were within pillol Ihot of the forc- 
moft, and had a broadfide ready to pour into her, 
\vhen Mr. Anfon ordered the mailer to hale her in 
Spanifli, on which Mr. Hughs, lieutenant of the 
Tryal, anfwered us in Englifli, that Ihe was a prize 
taken by them a few days before, and that the other 
was the Tryal, difabled in her mails; who foon after 
joined us, and captain Saunders came on board the 
Centurion. He told us, that he had taken this fhip the 
18th inflant; and that ihe was a prime failor. She 
was one of the largeft merchantmen employed in thofe 
feas, of 600 tons, and called the Arranzazu. She 
was bound to the fame place, and had much the fame 
cargoe with the Carmelo, except that her filver amount¬ 
ed only to 5000 1 . fieri. But to balance this fuccefs, 
we had the misfortune to find the Tryal had fprung hei* 
main-mail, and that her main-top-maft had come by 
the board, and as we were all Handing to the eallward, 
with a frefh gale, fhe had the ill luck to fpring her 
foremafl. Thefe misfortunes were heightened by the 
impoffibility, we was juft then under, of affording 
them any afliftance ; for the wind blowing very hard, 
raifed a hallow fea, that we could not hoift out our boat; 
fo that we were obliged to lie by 48 hours to attend 
her. This hinderance, I am fully perfuaded, fays 
- our author, deprived us of very confiderable captures. 

On the 27th we fent our boat for. the captain of the 
Tryal, who, on coming on board, produced an im- 
ilrument, figned by him and his officers, fetting forth, 
that the Tryal, oefides being difmafted, was very 
leaky, and in moderate weather they were forced to ply 
tlie pumps conftantly, and, if they met with much Bad 
weather, they muft inevitably perifh: for thefe reafons, 
they petitioned the commodore to ufe fome means for 
their future fafety. But as the refitting her in our prefent 
fftuadon was not in our power, and it would have been 
great imprudence to have wafted fo much time as would 

have 
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have been neceflary for this purpofe; the commodore 
therefore was under a neceility of dellroying her. 
However, to keep up the appearance of our force, he 
ordered the Tryal’s prize to be a frigate in his Majefly's 
fcrvice, manned her with the crew of the Captor, 
and mounted 20 guns on board her, 12 that were taken 
outof the Tryal floop, and eight that belonged to the 
Anna Pink. This refolution taken, captain Saunders 
was ordered to put it in execution, and alfo direded to 
take out of the Hoop all the arms, ilores, ammunition, 
and every thing that could be of ufe to the other Ihips, 
then to fcuttle her, and fink her. When this was done, 
captain Saunders was to proceed with his new frigate, 
to be called the Tryal prize, to the high-land of Val- 
paraifo, keeping it from him N. N. W. and there to 
cruife to the diftance of twelve leagues, and to conti¬ 
nue in this ftation 24 days; and it not joined by the 
commodore before that time expired, to fail down the 
coaft to Pifco or Nafca, where fhe would be fure to 
find Mr. Anfon. The commodore alfo ordered lieute¬ 
nant Saumarez, who commanded the Centurion's prize, 
to flay with captain Saunders, to aifiil him in unload¬ 
ing the- (loop, that, by fpreading in the cruife, there 
might be lefs danger of the enemy’s cfcape. Thefe 
orders given, the Centurion parted from them on the 
27th of September, with defign to cruife fome days to 
the fouth of Valparaifo. By this dillribution of our 
little fquadron, we thought we had taken all poffible 
advantages of the enemy; for as we fuppoicd the 
Gloucefter was by this time near the high-land of Payta, 
we were enabled, by our feparate ftations, to intercept 
all vefifels betwixt Peru and Chili to the fouthward, and 
betwixt Panama and Peru to the northward; but the 
moft'prudent cannot enfure fuccefs; it was fowith us, 
for by the difirefs of the Tryal, and quitting our ftation 
to affift her, we gave an opportunity to all the ihips 
bound to Valparaifo to get into that port. So that tho’ 
after leaving captain Saunders, we were very expedi¬ 
tious in regaining our ftation, and beat on and oS till 
the 6tli of CXlober^ yet were we not able to difcover a 
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fail of any kind; nor could we£nd them where they 
were dire6led to cruife, tho' we continued there five 
days ; therefore we proceeded down the coaft for the 
'high-land of Nafca, which was the fecond rendezvous^ 
where captain Saunders was to join us. Notwith- 
Handing the commodious htuation of this place for otif 
purpofe, we faw no fail till the fecond of November, 
when two (hips came in fight, which proved to be the 
Tryal and Centurion’s Prizes, who had met with no 
better fuccefs than we. Upon this difappointment, 
we judged that the enemy at Valparaifo, on miffing the 
two fhips we had taken, fufpedled us to be in that 
neighbourhood, and had laid an embargo on all the 
trade in the. fouthem parts. Thefe apprehenfions of 
the embargo, and of the equipment of a Spanifh 
fquadron at Calao, determined the commodore to 
haften to the leeward of Calao, and join captain * 
Mitchell. With this view, we bore away the fame 
afternoon. 

In this new navigation, being uncertain whether 
we might not meet the Spanifh fquadron, the com¬ 
modore took on board part of his crew with which he 
had manned the Carmelo, then flood north, and before 
night came on, had a view of a little ifland called St. 
Gallan, which bore from us N. N. E. feven leagues, 
diflant. It lies in 14 deg. fouth latitude about five 
miles to the northward of the highland'called Morro 
Veijo, or the old man's head. We mention this ifland, 
and the high-land near it, becaufe, between them is 
the mofl eligible flation on that coafl to cruife upon the 
enemy. The 5th of November we came within view 
of the high land of Barranca, in 10 deg. 36 min. 
fouth latitude, bearing N. E. by E. diftant nine leagues, 
and in lefs then two hours afterwards faw a fail, to 
which we all immediately gave chace: But, the Cen¬ 
turion fo far out-failed the two prizes, that we foon 
Idfl fight of them, and purfued the courfe all night. 
Towards morning Mr. Brett, our fecond lieutenant, 
diicovered her; in lefs than an hour we came up with 
her, and haying fired 14 fhotat her, fheitruck. Our 
L 1 third 
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t];^ird lieutenant, Mr. Dennis, was fent in tbe boat* 
with 16 men, to take pofleflion of the prize, and to re¬ 
turn the prifoners to our Ihip. This veiTel was named 
the Santa Terefa de Jefus, built at Guiaquil, of about 
300 tons> and commanded by Bartolome Urrunaga, a 
Bifcayer, bound from Guiaquil to Calao. Her lading 
nonfilled of cocoa, coco-nuts, hides, Pito-thrcad, which 
is very ftrong, and made of a fort of grafs, fome Quito 
cloth, wax, &c. The money on board was inconfi- 
derable, being no more than 170I. fieri. 

Befides our prize’s crew, who were 45 in number, 
there were in her ten paHengers, four men, and three 
women, who were natives of the country, born of 
Spanifh parents, togctJier with three black flaves to at¬ 
tend them. The women were, a mother and two 
daughters, who were under terrible apprehenfions at 
their falling into the hands ofananemy. Filled with 
thefe terrors, the women all hid themfelves, on our 
officer’s coming on board, and the youngeft being very 
beautiful, when he found* them out, it was with great 
difficulty they were prevailed upon to come to the 
light. The commodore, being informed of the matter, 
fent orders, that they fhouldilay in their own (hip, with 
the ufe of the fame apartments, and all the convent- 
encies they enjoyed before, giving flrifl orders that no 
' one (liould moleft them. And that they might be more 
certain thefe ordets (hould be complied with, the com¬ 
modore permitted the pilot, who is generally the fecond 
perfon in a Spanifh (hip, to ftay with them as a guardi¬ 
an. The pi^lot was particularly chofen by Mr. Anfon 
for this purpofe, becaufe he feemed extremely con¬ 
cerned for them, and at (iril declared he was married 
to the youngeft of themy tho’ it afterwards appeared, 
he alTerted £is with no other vkw, than to fecure them 
from the infiilts they dreaded , on theor firft falling into 
our hands. 

November 10, we were three leaenes fbuth of the 
fouthermoft iftand of Lobos, in 6 27min. footh 

latitude, and now drawing neao* the ftation appointed to 
the Gloacefteri and, feamu^ to mitft her, ma^ an oafy 

fail 
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fail all night. At day-break next morning we faw a 
fliip, and perceiving her not to be the Glouccfter, we 
gave her chace, but having little wind could make no 
way. The commodore therefore ordered his barge 
pinnace and the TryaVs pinnace to be armed and 
manned, to purfue the chace, and board her. Lieute¬ 
nant Brett, who commanded the barge, came up witb 
her firil, and hred a volley of fmall (hot juft over the 
heads of the pecmle on board; then inftandy entered 
her, with moft ot his men; after this, he ordered the 
fails to be trimmed, and bore down to Mr. Anfon,. 
taking up ilPhis way the two pinnaces. When he 
came within four miles of us, he put off in the barge, 
with a number of prifoners, who had given him in¬ 
telligence of confiderable importance, which he was 
willing to comnunicate to the commpdore as foon as 
pofiible. This prize was called Nueftra Senora del 
Carmin, commanded by Marcos Morena, a native of 
Venice. She was about 270 tons, and had on board 
43 mariners. She was deep laden with fteel, iron, 
wa9C, pepper, cedar, plank, fnuff, rofarios, European 
bale goods, powder>blue, cinnamon, Romiili indul- 
gencies, and other kinds of merchandize; and tho* 
this cargo was of little fervice to lis, yet, with relpefl 
tio the Spaniards, it was the moft valuable Capture we 
made in this part of the world; the prime coft at Pana¬ 
ma amounting to 400,000 dollars, This fhip was 
bound to Calao, and h^ ftopped at Paytain her way. 
In this veffel was one John Wiliams, an Irilh Papift, 
who had travelled all over the Kingdom of Mexico as a 
pedlar. He informed Mr. Brett, that a few days before, 
a vcflel came into Payta, whofe mafter told the gover¬ 
nor, he had been chafed 1:^ a large fhip, which he? 
^ok to be one of the Englifh fquadronj and we 
conjeflured to be the Gloucefter; he immediately fent 
an exprefs to Lima to acquaint the viceroy therewith: 
and that the king’s officer, who lived at Payta, fearing a 
vifit from the Englifh, had removed his majefty’s trea- 
fure, with his own, to Piura, 14 leagues within land, 
L 1 2 Wc 
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We farther learnt from the prifoners, that a large fom 
of money, belonging to the merchants of Lima, was 
now lodged in the Guilom*honfe of Payta, and was de- 
figned to be put on board a vefTel now in that port 
bonnd for the bay of Sonfonnate, in order to purchafe 
part of the cargo of the Manilla (hip. The commo¬ 
dore having now difcovcred that the coail would be 
foon alarmed, rcfolved to endeavour to furprife the 
place, it being the only enterprizc in our power to un¬ 
dertake; where we probably mi^t fupply ourfelves 
with ftore of Uve provifions, which we were in want 
of, and alfo have an opportunity of potting our pri¬ 
foners on ihore, who were now very numerous and 
burthenfome. 

Mr. Anfon, having well informed himfelf of the 
llrength of this place, refolvcd to attempt it that very 
night. Accordingly we lay far enough off to prevent 
our being difcovered, and yet fo near as to get into 
thebay before day>break. However, the commodore 
prudently confidering that we might eafily be feen at a 
diftance, even in the night, which would give the in¬ 
habitants an opportunity of removing their effeds, and 
as the ftrength of the place did not require our whole 
force, he rcfolved to attempt it with our boats only. 
For thispurpofehe ordered our 1 Soared barge, a^ 
our own with the Tryal’s pinnaces on that fervicc; then 
picked out fifty eight men to mann them, furniflied with 
arms and ammunition, leaving the command of the 
expedition to lieutenant Brett, with two of the Spanifli 
pilots to attend him; affuring the prifoners they fbould 
all be fet afhore at this place, provided the pilots a^- 
ed faithfully. Ibis intereded the prifoners in our fuc- 
cefs, and we had no reafop to fufp^ their condudt. 

It feems, as we afterwards learnt, one of thefe pilots 
had been taken 20 years before by captain Clipperton, 
and had been obliged to condu£l his people to furprife 
Truxillo 5 now that the only two attempts on fhore which 
had been made at fuch a diilance of time, fhould be 
guided by the fame perfon, and he, at both a prifoner, 
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employed againft his inclination, is an extraordinary 
incident, and well worthy mention. 

About ten o’clock at night, the fhips being about 
five leagues from the ihore, Mr Brett, with the boats 
under his command, got to the north of the bay undif- 
covered. He had no fooner entered it, than fome 
men on board a veflel at anchor faw him, who inftant- 
ly jumped into the boat, and rowed to the port, cry¬ 
ing out, Englijh! The Englijh Dogs! The whole 
town was fuddenly in an uproar, and our people ob- 
ferved feveral lights carrying backwards and forwards 
in the fort. On this, lieutenant Brett encouraged his 
men to pull brifkly up, to give the enemy as little time 
as pofllble to prepare for defence. However, before 
our boats could reach the fhore, the people in the fort 
had got ready fome of their cannon, and pointed them 
towards the landing-place. The firft fhol palTed very 
near one of our boats, and whiftling over the heads of 
the crew, made them redouble their efforts, and by 
the time the fecond gun was fired our men landed, and 
werecondu6led by oneof the Spanifh pilots to the en¬ 
trance of a narrow ftreet, not far diftant from the beach, 
where they were fheltered from the enemy’s fire. They 
BOW marched to the parade, being a large fquare at the 
end of this ftreet, the fort on one fide, the governor’s 
houfe onthe other. Upon entering the parade, our peo- 
pie received a volley from the merchants who owned 
the treafure then in the town, and, with a few more, 
had placed themfelves in a gallery running round the 
governor’s houfej yet, upon the firft fire of our meij, 
they quitted that poft, and left us in poffeflion of the 
parade. Upon this, Mr. Brett divided his men into 
two parties, one of which he ordered to furroirtd the 
governor’s houfe, whilft he, with the other marched 
to the fort, with intent to force it; where, contrary to 
his expeflation, he found the enemy had abandoned ir, 
and efcaped over the walls; fo that the whole place 
was fubdued in a quarter of an hour, with the lofs of 
one man killed, and two wounded, one of the ktter was 
the pilotof the Tercfa, who received a flight wound by 
LI 3 abalL 
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a ball grazing on his wriH; the other, the honourable 
Mr. Kepple, fon of the earl of Albermarle, the peak 
of whole cap was taken off, clofe to his temple, by a 
ball, which did him no other injury. 

Now Mr. Brett fet a guard round the governor’s 
houfe, and another at the fort, and placing centinels 
at all the avenues of the town, to prevent any furprife, 
he went to feize on the cudom houfe, and to fearch for 
the inhabitants that remained in the town; but he 
found the greateft part of them had fled with fuch pre¬ 
cipitation, that they did not flay to put on their 
clothes: nor was the governor the laft who in this 
inanner endeavoured to fecure himfelf, for he fled be¬ 
times half naked, leaving his wife, a young lady of 
about feventeen years old, to whom he had been mar¬ 
ried but four days, behind him; who was afterwards 
carried off in her fliift by a couple of centinels, jufl be¬ 
fore our people arrived at the houfe. The few inha¬ 
bitants that remained were all put in a church, under a 
guard, except fome able negroes, who were employed 
to aflifl our people in carrying the treafure from the 
cuflom-houfe and other places to the fort. While Mr. 
Brett’s people were bufied in getting off the treafure, 
the failors could not be prevented from pillaging th<D 
houfes; where they found the clothes that the Spa¬ 
niards in their flight had left behind, which were mofl 
of them laced or embroidered, according to the fafhion 
of the country; our people feized thefe glittering gar¬ 
ments and put them over their dirty jackets, not fpar- 
ing the tie-wig and laced hat: but thofe who came too 
late for mens clothes, were obliged to be contented 
with womens gowns and petticoats, which, provided 
they were made fine with lace, they put over their own 
greafy drefs; fo that when a party of them flrfl came to 
Mr. Brett, thus difguifed, he, could not inflantly be fatif- 
fled they were his own people. 

After the boats were gone off, the Centurion layby 
till one o’clock in the morning, then made an eafy 
fail, and about feven began to open the bay: at 11 
the Tryal’s boat came on boar 4 laden wi(h dollars 
I and 
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and church pla^c. About two in the afternoon wc 
anchored about a mile and half from the town, to 
have a more immediate intercourfc with thofe on Ihore. 
Wc found that Mr. Brett had hitherto gone on, in 
gathering up and removing the treafure without moleii- 
adon; but that the enemy had now rendezvoufed 
from all parts adjacent on the top of a hill at the back 
of the town, where we faw among their numbers 200 
horfe, feemingly well armed and mounted, and, as we 
thought, regularly trained, having drums, trumpets, 
and ftandards. They paraded wi£ great oftentation, 
and . ufed every art to intimidate ns: but well knowing 
this body of Wfe durft not venture in ilreets and a- 
xnong houfes, had their numbers been three times as 
large, we, went on cooly, as long as the day-light 
tailed, in fending off the treafure, and employing the 
boats to carry on board the hogs, fowls, &c. which 
we found here in abundance. However, to prevent 
any furprize^ at night the commodore fent on fhore 
a reinforcement, who were polled in all the pallages 
leading to the parade. 

As we found in the place feveral flore-houfes full of 
valuable effedls, which were to us ufelefs, and fuch as 
we could not find room for on board; Mr. Anfon fent 
feveral meffages to the governor by feme of the inha¬ 
bitants, who were made prifoners, offering to enter 
into a treaty for the ranfom of the town and goods; 
but the governor rejeded all thefe overtures, and did 
not return the lead anfwer to them. On the fecond 
day of our being in poffeffon of the town, feveral 
negroe Haves deferred from the hill, and entered into our 
fervice; by whom, and fome other prifoners we took in 
the town, who had ilrayed from the hill, we were 
affured,. ^at the Spaniards there were increafed to a 
formidable number, had rcfolvcd to ftorm the town and 
fort the next night, and, that one Gordon, a Scotch pa- 
piil, who had lately been captain of a (hip in thofe feas, 
was to have the command of this enterprize. How«> 
ever, we profecuted our work without the lead huriy 
iUl «venipg» On the tturd morning, being November 
“ ■'* .15, 
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I q, the boats were employed in carrying off the moft 
valuable effects in the town; and the commodore in^ 
tending to fail in the afternooh^ he, about ten o’clock, 
purfuant to his promife, fet all the prifoners afherc, 
giving orders to the lieutenant to fecure them in one of 
the churches, which hood at a diftanee from the town, 
till the men were ready to be embarked. At the fame 
time Mr. Brett was ordered to fre the town, the two 
churches excepted, then to quit the place, and return 
on board. The lieutenant imniediately fet his men to 
work i who placed pitch* tar, and other combuffibles 
into the houfes at different parts of the town. Thefc 
|)reparations being made, he nailed up the cannon in 
the fort: then fetting fire to the houfes, which were 
moft to the windward, he got all his men together, 
and marched to the beach, where tl^e boats waited to 
carry them off. The Spaniards on the hill perceiving 
his haffy departure, fent a fmall fquadron of hoife, con- ' 
fiflii^g of about 60, picked out, as we fuppofed, for 
this fervicc, who marched forward with feemingrei 
folution ; but notwithftanding all their offentation, 
Mr. Brett had no fooner ordered his men to face a- 
bout, than the enemy halted, and never dared to 
yance a ftep further. 

When our people arrived at their boats they jniffed 
one of their number, and ftaid a conhderable time for 
him; but when the laft man was aiftually embarked, 
they heard him calling to take him in. The lieute¬ 
nant immediately ordered one of the boats to his relief, 
who found him up to the chin in water. The fellow 
had taken too large a dofe of brandy in the morning, 
which threw him into fo found a fleep, that he did not 
awake till the fire fcorched his face, and, flrangely a- 
mazed, on firil opening his eyes, to-fee the fire blazing 
about his ears, and the Spaniards and Indians not far 
from him, he ran thro’ the thickeil of the fmoke to 
efcape them, and never flopped till he got up to the 
(;hin in water, for he ootdd not fwim,- buore he durff 
l^k back upon the enemy, 1 muff obfenre jn this 
place> to the henow of oiir people^ tho' here 
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were vafl quantities of wine and fpirituous liquors; yet 
this very man was the only one who thus far neglefted 
his duty by getting drunk, which mud doubtlefs be 
imputed to the dilligence of the officers. 

By the time our people had got this man out of the 
water, and were coming to the fquadron, it waa 
fufficiently apparent, that no efforts of the Spaniards 
could poffibly extinguifh the dames; and now our de¬ 
tachment being all arrived fafe again on board, the 
commodore propofed to leave the place the fame even¬ 
ing. He haying found, on his fird entrance, in the 
bay, fix veflels at anchor, one of which, as we had been 
told, was a prime failor, we refolved to take it with us. 
The others were two fnows, a bark, and, two row- 
galliesof 36 oars each, for which having no occafion» 
the commodore ordered the mads of aU five to be cut 
away, on our firil arrival, and on our leaving the place, 
they were towed out of the harbour, fcuttledand funk. 
The command of the Solidad, which we took, was 
dven to Mr. Hughs, and a crew of ten men jpnt on 
Board her. About midnight we weighed, being at 
prefent increafed to fix fail; the Centurion, the TryaPs 
prize, the Carmelo, the Terefa, the Carmin, and the 
Splidad. 

It may Qot perhaps be improper in this place to mve 
a brief account of the booty we got here. The ha¬ 
lliards repreiented their lofs to the court of Madrid, as 
we were afterwards afifured, at a million and half of 
dollars: and if we confider that a great part of the 
goods burnt, were broad-cloaths, filks, cambricks, vel- 
vetS) 4 bc. we are of opinion, their valuation is moderate 
enough. Our acquifition, tho'inconfiderable, in com- 
parifon of what we .dedroyed, was yet not defpicable; 
for the wrought plate, dollars, and other coin, which, 
fell into our bands, amounted to 30,000!. derl. befides 
rings, bracelets, and jewels, whole value we could not 
determine; over and above all this, the plunder was 
the bed booty the captors met with upon this coaft. 
Amongd our prifoners there were fome of didindion, 
efpedally a youth of about 17 years old, fon of the pre- 
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fident of the cooncil of Chili, who at firft, lamenting 
his captivity in a moving manner,' being fully per- 
fuaded he had taken his laft fare wel of his parents, 
brothers and fillers. Mr. Anfon ufed hk utmoft en>» 
deavours to difpel thefe terrors, always taking care 
that as many of the principal people ^uld dine with 
him, by turns, as he had room for j fo that at length 
they grew very chearful and eafy under th«ir misfor* 
tunes. The youth, who was near twa months with us, 
had taken fuch an affedlion to Mr. Anfon, that it is 
doubtful with me, whether he would not have prefer¬ 
red a voyage with him to England, to the being fet 
on (hore at Payta. This condudl of the commodore 
to hts prifoners, induced them to think favourably of 
the EnglUh nation. His behaviour to the three women, 
before mentioned, feemed fo different from what might 
be eippeded from an enemy, and a heretick, that tho’ 
the Spaniards on board had experienced hk benevo¬ 
lence, they were furprifed at this new inftance of it} 
and the more fo as all this was done too, without ever 
feeing them, notwkhdanding tlie two daughters ^ere 
both handfome, and the youngeil a celebrated beauty a 
nay, the women were fo fenfible of the ol^igations 
owed him, that they abfolutely refufed to go aOiore at 
Bayta, till they had been permitted to Wait on him,^ta 
return him thanks in perfon. I fhall only herO^ 
add, that the commodore's Heady afttachment to thefo 
humane principles has acquired him a diflinguifhed re¬ 
putation amon^ the Creolian Spaniards, which is not» 
confined only to the South Seas, but e:^ended to all 
the Spantih fettlements in Ameiica, h:fonmch that hisT 
name is frequently to be met with in the mouthis of 
mo& of the Spanish inhabitants of that prodigious 
empire. >1 i 

November 16 we flood to the wdl, and in the morn- 
Sng the commodore gave orders that the whole fquadron 
ihould fpread themielves to look out for the Gloucefter 
fo wc drew near the place where fhe wat ordered to’ 
cruife; but the whole day paffed without feeing her.^ 
Now great animofities arofe among our people con-^ 
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cerning the plunder gotten at Payta, which thofe who 
had a6ted on ihore referved to themfelves, while thofe 
that remained on board looked upon it as an unjud pro¬ 
ceeding, urging, that they would have preferred acting 
afiiore to ilaying aboard, as their labour was thereby 
doubled. The commodore therefore thought it ne- 
ceflary to put a Hop to this ferment in the beginning- 
Accordingly the morning after we left Payta, he order¬ 
ed all hands on quarter deck; where, alter having ad- 
dreffed himfclf to the contending parties, he ordered 
all the plunder to be brought upon deck, and to be im¬ 
partially diftributed among the whole crew. To pre¬ 
vent thofe who had been in polTeffion from murmuring 
at this diminution of their lhares, the commodore added, 
that, as an encouragement to others who might here¬ 
after be employed in the like fervice, he would give his 
entire fhare among thofe who attacked the place. 
Thus ended this troublefome affair. That rdght Mr. 
Anfon ordered the fquadron to bring to, and the next 
morning we faw a fail, to which we gave chace; and 
foon difcovered her to be the Glouceller, who joined 
us about an hour after. He told us, that in all this time 
he had taken only two prizes; one a fmall fnow, her 
cargo confiding chiefly of wine, brandy, and olives in 
jars, with about 7000 pounds in ipecie; and the other a 
large boat, or launch, which the Gloucefler's boat 
came up with near the (bore. The captors, notwith- 
itanding they pleaded poverty, found them at dinner 
upon a pigeon-pye, ferved up in fllver difnes. The 
ofHcer who commanded the barge having opened fevc- 
raljars, and Ending nothing but cotton in them, was 
induced hereby to believe they had 'told him the truth; 
but when the cargo came into the Gloucefter, they 
found amonfl the cotton, in every jar, a confiderablc 
quantity of double-doubloons, the whole amounting to 
near 12,000!. The Glouceftcr’s people told us alfo, 
that they faw two ot three other Ihips,. which efcaped 
and they had reafon to belive that ppe of tl^m 
was of immesfe value. 

Being 
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Being now joined by the Gloucefter, it was refolr** 
td to fleer eafl, either to St. Lucas, California^ or C'ape 
Corientes, on the coafl of Mexico; and in our way to 
touch on the neighbourhood of Panama, in order to 
gain*fome correrpondence with admiral Vernon's fleet 
over land; which we knew, on our departure from 
England, was employed in an expedition againll fbme 
of the Spanifh fettlements: and Mr. Anfon taking it 
for granted that the admiral had fucceeded, and ^t 
Porto Bello was then garrifoned by Britiih troops, 
hoped, on his arrival at the Ifhmus, to procure an inter- 
courfe with our countrymen on the oppofite fide, either 
by the afliflance of the Indians or Spaniards; and 
flattering himfelf, that by this means he might procure 
a reinforcement, and that by fettling a prudent plan of 
operations with our commanders in the Weft Indies, 
he might be able to have taken Panama, which would 
have ucured to the Britiih nation the pofleflion of that 
Ilhmus, whereby we fhould in effedl be matters of the 
treafures of Peru, and fhould have had in our hands an 
equivalent for any demands which we might have been 
induced to make on either of the branches of the houfe 
of Bourbon. Such were our projects at this time; but 
on examining our papers we found on board the Car- 
melo, fbon after, that the expedition againft Cartha- 
gena, had failed; we then gave over all hopes of being 
reinforced; he, the commodore, finding that there was 
no probability of fuccefs in purfuing this enterprize, 
gave over all thoughts of it, and determined to fleer 
for California, or to the adjacent coafl of Mexico, 
there to cruife for the Manilla galleon, which we knew 
was now at fea, and bound to the port of Acapulco; 
for we were now but in the middle of November, and 
did not imagine our palTage thither would coft us above 
a month. One Obftacleonly remained^ which was, to 
recruit our water. After feme deliberation on this 
fubjed, we atlaft refolved for the ifland of Quibo, 
fltuated at the mouth of the bay of Panama, by which 
courfe we were in hopes that fomc of the enemies 
ihips bound to and from Panama might fall into our 
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hands. On the 19th we diTco^red cape Blanoo^ whete 
we found that our laft prize, the Solidad, did by no 
means anfwer the charader given her of being a prime 
failor; ihe, and the Santa Terefa .delaying ni coniide** 
rably; for which reafon the commodore ordered them 
to be cleared and infbtntly burnt; then giving proper 
inftrudions to the Glouceiler and the reft of the prizes 
we proceeded for Quibo. The boats were now daily 
employed in diftributing proviftoas on board our prizes 
for ftx months; and, that the Centurion might be bOt^ 
ter enabled to give the Manilla ftup a warm reception^ 
we were told^one of them was of an immenfe fize) 
the carpenters were ordered to fix eight ftocks in the 
main and fore-tops for mounting of fwivel guns. 

December 3, we had a view of the iiland Quibo, 
and at feven in the evening anchored in 3 3 fathom, 
muddy ground. Here we watered our (hips, and not 
only procured a fu&cient ftock of turtle for the time we 
ftaid on the iiland, but carried off a number of them, 
which proved very ferviceable in lengtlaning out our 
provifion. On the 9th, we put to fea, and continuing 
fouthward to look out for the Gloucefter, we the next 
day, at five in the afternoon, took a fmall bark from 
Panama, called the Jefu Nazareno; (he had nothing 
on board, but ibme oakum, a ton of fait, and about 
forty pounds in fmall filver :MQney. On the 12th, the 
Gloucefter, for whom we had been in pain feveral days, 
on account of her feparation, joined us a again, fhe hav¬ 
ing fprung her fore^top-maft, which difabled her from 
working to windward. The fame day we cleared and 
funk the Jefu Nazareno; and the commodore deliver¬ 
ed freftv inftrudions to the captains, of our fmall fqua- 
dron, appointing the rendezvouies they were to make, 
in cafe of a feparadon. At firil they were diredied to 
. getio the northward of the harbour of Acapulco; with 
all pofiible difpatch, there to fall in with the land be- 
' tween 18 and 19 deg. latitiide, from thence to beat a- 
longthe coaft to cape Cortentes, and thereto contiiwe 
cruifiug till the lath of February, when they were to 
tolhf asid^i^lke TmdMariaSyO^^ 
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not liieet the commodore there, to recruit their w6od 
and water^ and proceed for the idand of Macao in 
China. Thcfe orders given, we foon expelled to fall 
in with the regular trade wind ; but were baffled in this 
defign for near a month, by tempeftuous weather, 
heavy runs, and dead calms; fb that we did not fee 
the idand of Cocos before the 25th. 

January^, 1742, a fre(h gale fprung up from the 
«ortl| eaft, in which we took the Carmelo in tow, as the 
Olouceder did the Carmin ; making all the fail we 
could. When we were got into the trade wind, we 
found no alteration till the 17th; ‘then being advanced 
into-12 deg. 50 min. latitude, the wind Ihifted to the 
weilward of the north; and on the 26th, being ad- 
rvanced to the north of Acapulco, we tacked and flood 
to the ead,'hoping to difeover land.- This night, a- 
-bout ten, we difeovered a light oh the larboard bow, 
at which time the Tryal’s prize, about a ‘milc-a-head of 
as, made a dgnal for feeing a fail. As we did not 
doubt but this was the ManiUa galeon, we immediate¬ 
ly cad off the Carmelo, and prefTed forward, making 
a dgnal for the Glouceder to do the fame ; but in the 
morning we were drangely difappointed, by finding 
that the light, which had occafioned all tins bnflle, 
was only a fire on the fliore. After this mortifying 
-delufion. we found ourfelves about nine leagues off 
.land. It being now near the end of January^ we were in 
great doubt, whether the Manilla fhip was arrived or 
not; and on examining our prifoners about it, they 
told us fhe had been known to come in after the middle 
.of February 5 adding, that the fire we faw was a proof 
-of her being at fea. The commodore therefore ^efolved 
to fend a boat, under cover of the night, into the 
harbour of Acapulco, to fee if the Manilla fhip was 
there, which was executed on the ptii of February. 
The barge, fent on this errand, did not return till the 
iitb, when the ofiicers told 'Mr. Anfon, that there 
. was nothing like a harbour in the place where the 
Spanifh pilots had.afferted Acapulco to lie; and that 
they haa co^ited abng Ihore ^a4eajgues| airi, at 
- . i . find 


Digitized by Gobgle 




J 742 * Commodore George Anfon. .397 

end of their ran, could juft fee two paps, at a great 
diftance, which they concluded to be thofe in theneigh<- 
bourhood of Acapulco. On this intelligence, we made 
all thefaU poilible to the eaftward, and, on*the* 12th, 
the barge was again difpatched for the fame purpofe. 
We waited fix days, without any news of her; but 
on the 19th of this month, (he returned, and informed 
the commodore, that file had difeovered the har> 
hour; thus lying upon their oars, in fufpence what to 
do,.and being ignorant where they were, they fawa 
f^nall light upon the furface of the water, and found it 
to he a. nihing canoe, with three negroes in it, who in¬ 
formed us, that the AcapoJI^ fhip arrived there on the 
9th of February, having delivered her cargo; and that 
the Viqeroy had, by proclamadon, fixed her depar¬ 
ture for the third of March N. S. This news was 
jpyjElfi^y.^ceived^ as the fpec^es for whkh. fiie had fold 
her car^ would be to. ^ of greater value than th^ 
cargo i^elf. Thus were we a fecond time; in eager ex- 
pe&tion of foon getting pofi^ffion of the celebrated 
galleon. The commodore therefore now xefolved to 
condnue the ^eateft part of the intomediate time in his 
preient ftadon, where there was litde dangqr of his he- 
jn^een d'om the ihore.. . ' , 

,^[>i^in|; this ipterval, we were employed in putting 
oiir ihip ,into the moft advantageous trim, and in regu- 
'luting the orders, fignals, &c. when we fliould arrive 
off "Acapulco. The diftribution of our fquadron, on 
this occafiop, both for intercepting the galleon, and 
preventing a difeoverjr, was fo very Judicious, that it 
well merits to be diftinflly deferibed. The Centurion 
brou^t the paps over the harbour to bear N. N. E. 
at 15 leagues diftance. To the weftward of the Cen¬ 
turion was'ftatibned the Carmelo, and to the eaftward 
the Tryal’s prize, the Gloucefter and the Carmin. 
Thefe were all ranged in a circular line, each fliip three 
leagues diftant from the next; fo that the two extremes 
were twelve leagues afunder. To render this difpo- 
fition ftill more complete, the two cutters belonging to 
the Centurion were both manned and fent in fiiore, 
Mm2 
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and ordered to'lie all day four leagues dlilant from the 
entrance of the port, but in the night to (land nearer 
in. 

Being thus prepared for the reception of the galleon, 
we waited, with the utmoft impatience, for the third 
of March; but, both this day, and the fucceeding 
night, paired over, without any tidings of her. March 
15, the cutters were again difpatchedto their old fta- 
tion, and our hopes were once more indulged with as 
pleaiing prepofieflions as before; but in a week’s thne 
our cagerncis was much abated, for now we began to 
be perfuaded that the enemy had, by fome means, dif- 
covered.us, and had therefore laid an embargo on her 
till the next year. This perfuaiion was too welt founded, 
as we were afterwards informed. Our barge, when 
fent on the difcovery, of the port of Acapulco, was 
feen from the fhore, and no embarkations but canoes 
ever frequenting that coaff, was a fufHcient iign of our 
fquadron’s being in that neighbourhood. Neverthe- 
lefs, as the cutters did not change their Nations till the 
twenty-Aird, Ae commodore thought it prudent to 
continue cruiling on his prefent fratron ^11 A^ dme, 
or till the convenient feafon for hh future paflage to 
China would give him leave. On the 24m, Jn Ae 
morning, our cuttefs returned to the leeward of Ac 
fquadron, when we bore doWn'tO them, and took 
them up, who informed us, they had feen noAtng of 
Ae galleon. 

Now, all the (hips being joined, Ae commodore 
made afignal to fpeak with their captain, to enquire of 
Ae frefo water remaining on board the fquadron. It 
was found fo very llender, that we were under a necef- 
fity of leaving our ftation for a fupply, and it was a- 
greed that Seguataneio, or Chequetan, were the pro- 
pereft places for this purpofe. Accordingly we ply’d 
to Ae weftward, and, on the 5th of April, were about 
feven miles to the weft of the rocks of Seguataneio, 
when we fent out our boats to found the harbour and 
its entrance, who reported the place to be free from 
danger; fo that we flood in for it on the 7th; and 

came 
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came taan anchor, in eleven fathom, the fame even¬ 
ing, with the Gloucefter. The Carmelo and the 
Carmin having fallen to the leeward, the Tryal’s 
prize was ordered to join them, and to bring them up. 
This is called the harbour of Chequetan, and lies in ^ 
17 deg, 36 min. north latitude, about thirty leagues 
to the well of Acapulco, which is eafy to be difcovered 
by the following tokens. There is a beach of (and 
that extends 18 leagues from the h^bour of Acapulco 
to the weft, agaihft which the (ea^breaks, with fuch 
violence, that it would be impoftibie for our boats to 
land on any part of it: and yet the ground is fo clean, 
that, during the fair weather, (hips may anchor with 
great fafety, a mile or two from the Ihore. The land 
adjacent to this beach is, for the moft part, low, full of 
villages, planted with trees, and, on the tops of fome 
eminencies, there are feveral look-out-towers. The 
cultivated part is bounded by a chain of mountains^ 
which ftretch to a great length on both ftdes of Acapul¬ 
co. It is very remarkable, that in this whole extent, 
whidi feems the moft populous,, ^nd heft planted 
diftri<ft of the whole coaft, there (hould be neither 
boat nor canoe, or other embarkations, for fiihing, 
coafting, or pleafure j which, as we fuppofed, the go¬ 
vernment, to avoid fnmggling, prohibited. The beach, 
here defcribed, is the fureft guide to thofe who arc 
defirous to find the harbour of Chequetan. For five 
miles to the weft of this, off the extremity of the beach, 

' there appears a hummock, not unlike the hill of Peta- 
plan, but fmaller; to the weft of which is a white rock, 
that cannot eafily be palled by unobferved. The fore- 
mentioned hill may be at firft miftaken for an ifland, 
tha’, in reality, it is a peninfula, joined to the conti¬ 
nent, by a narrow iftmus, covered over with (hubs 
and fmall trees. 

The bay of Seguataneio extends from this hill a great 
’ way to the weft, and oppqfite to the entraneq of it there 
are rocks which appear white, from the excrements of 
boobies and tropical birds. Four of thefe rocks arc 
high and large, ^mongft fome fmallei:, and are called 
Mm3 the 
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the white FrlCTs. Thcfc rocks bear weft by north 
f^rom Petaphiii; and about feven miles to weft lies the 
harbour of Chequetan, which is ftill more remarkably 
difthiguifltod by a large and fingle rock, rifiog out of 
the Tea, a mile and half diftant from the entrance, and 
bears fouth 4: weft from the middle of it. To thefe 
diredions, we may add, that the coaft is by no means 
to be dreaded from the ’middle of Odober to the be¬ 
ginning of May; tho’ in the other part of the year, 
here ale violent tdmadoes, heavy rains, and hard 
gales, from all points of the tompafs. The entrance 
w about half a mile broad \ bat the pafTage veryfafe on 
either fide the rock that lies off the mouth of it; tho’ 
Wd both in j^tng out and coming in, left it to the 
eaftward. The watering-place has the appearance of 
a large Handing lake, without any vifible out-let into 
the fea; from which it is feparated by the ftrand. Its 
origin is a fprmg, and the nearer v^e advanced to the 
head of k, the lofter was the water. 

Sometime after our arrival at Chequetan, Keutenant 
Brett Was fent with two of bur boats to examine the 
coafts to the eaft, and particularly to obferve the bay 
and watering-place of Pctaplan. As he was going 
alhore, he faw three fmall fquadrons of horfe advance 
to the place where he propofed to land. On this 
fight, hfe inftantly ftood over the bay towards them, 
tho' he had but i6 men. They fired feveral diftanc 
Ihot, as he drew near; but at laft the boat arriving 
within a reafonable diftanee of the moft advanced 
fquadron, Mr. Brett and his people fired at them; upon 
which this refolute cavalry inftantly ran with great 
■precipitation. In this flight one of their horfes fell 
down and threw his rider; whether he Was wounded 
or not he could not tell; for both man and hoffe foon 
got up and followed the reft into the wood. Hereupon, 
feeing that he could not engage die people of the 
country to furnifh him with the neccfiorics be w^ted; 
we were obliged to content otnrfrlves with fneh as we 
could procure without their affiihuice. In this harbour 
we caught fifh of feveral kinds, with fea-eggs, and 
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lobfters; and we here, but in bo other place, met with 
that wonderful hlh called the. torpedo; which is a flat 
fifli like a thomback. It is of a rery Angular nature^ 
and produ£tivc of ftrange effefts on the human body; 
for whoever handles it, or even fcts his foot on it, is^ 

. feized with a numbnefs aH over. The fame cfFedl will 
alfo be produced by touching the fifli with any thing 
hcli in yoOr bland. I myfelf, fays our author, had a 
confidcrable numbnefs convcyea to my right hand, 
thro' a walking cant, which I refted upon the body of the 
fi{h for fbme time; nor did it go off on a fudden, but 
gradually; fo that I had fbme fenfadon of it the next 
day; y^ this influence ceafes as foon a$ the fifh is dead. 

Towards the latter end of April We finiflied wooding 
and watering, had alfo Cleared the three prizes, and 
completed ^ we propofed to do in the harbour of 
Chequetan; fo that * on the 27th, the Tryal’s prize, 
the Caimin, and the Cannelo were burnt. After this, 
a canoe was left fixed to a grapnel in the harbour, 
with a botdc in it, well corfcd, inclofing a. letter tO 
Mr. Hughes, who comtaanded the cutter that had 
been ordered to cruife before the port of Acapulco, 
when we left that flation 5 which letter directed him to 
go back immediately to his former fladon, where he 
would find Mr. Anfon. In the mean timie we got 
clear of the haAour of Cheaiiecan, and ffdod to the 
leaftward in'fearCh of her. While we were ftanding in 
for the port ‘of Acapulco, the centinel at the m aft-head 
c^ed (mt; that he faw a boat to the fouth eaft, at a 
confiderable diftanCe, which, to our unfpeakable joy, 
proved the cutter; iho’ when they drew nearer, the 
xneagre looks of the crew, the length of their beards, 
and the hollow tone of their voices, convinced-us, they 
bad fuffered extremely; having kept the fea above fix 
weeks. They were obfiged to be helped on board, 
‘and were inflandy put to bed, and Aipplied with pro- 
'' V^fixyns fVom the coiiiinodore*s table, till they recovered. 
They had been driven above So leagues to the eajft, 
'without being able to land, and had not a heavy rain 
providentially fell, of which, by fpreading their fails 
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horizontally, and putting bullets into the centers of 
them, to make them bag, they caught enough to fill 
the calks, or they mull inevitably have perifhed. 

Having now recovered our cutter, the foie objedl of 
pur coming before Acapulco a fecond time, the com* 
modore determined to leave the coafi: immediately. 
However, he refolved not tp deprive the prifoners of 
their liberty ; and therefore, in the fii'ft place he order 
ed two launches to be well fitted, with ma(ls, fails, oars, 
and a {lock of water to be put into them, with pro-^ 
yifions for fourteen days. Ijito thefe he put 57 perfons, 
moil of them Spaniards, who all foon a^er arrived fafe 
'at Acapulco, extolling the humanity with which they 
had been treated. No fooner had we parted with our 
prifoners, than we and the Gloucefier failed to die fouth 
weft, and on the 6th of May loft fight of the mountains 
of Mexico ; but did not get into the. true trade wind till 
(even weeks afterwards; during this time, our Aips 
‘ fuffered greatly in their mafts; and the fcuryy began 
again to make havock amongft our people.. Th^ 
Gloucefter, by the lofs of her m^in-maft, faikd fo 
very heavily, that we were frequently obliged to lie-to 
for her, which, we conceive, occafioned the lofs of a 
month in pur pafiage to the Ladrones. 

July 26, being, as we judgetL about 300 leagues 
from the Ladrones, we met with a wefterly wind,, 
which did not come about to the eaft in four days. In 
one of thefe days, the wind flatted to a calm; an4 the 
(hips rolled fo deep, that the Gloueefter’s fore-cap fpHt- 
ting, her fore-top-maft came by the board, broke her 
fore-yar4, direSlly in thp flings, and we were forced to 
take her in tow. Scarce had our people flniftied their 
bufmefs in the Gloucefter, before a violent ftorm arofe,. 
which obliged us to lie-tonow the Centurion fprung 
a leak, and all our people, ofiicers included, were em¬ 
ployed at the pumps. The next day wp faw the 
^ Gloucefter’s fore-top-maft once more by the board, and 
ipon after her main-top-m aft fhared the fame f^e; at the 
* iWe tiihe the number of fick in both fhips was greatly 
\increafed. When the ftorm abated, the Gloucefter 
■ • came 


Digitized by CiOOQIC 



i742*» Commodore George Anfon. 4.0 j 

caiAe und^ our ftern, and captain Mitchell iaformed 
the commodore, that, befides the lofs of his malls, 
the Ihip had then feven feet water in her hold, altho’ 
both officers and men had kept the pumps continually 
going the laft 24 hours; and that he required the molt 
fpeedy and vigorous affiftance. The only means that 
could be profecuted in the prefent emergency, (our 
people being all in a feeble date) both for her fecurity, 
and our own; were, firft to ^tout of her all we could, 
take the hands on board the Centurion, and then de- 
droy her; accordingly, we fent captain Mitchell what 
hands we could fpare, to affiil in clearing his fhij^ 
whilft fhe kept above water. 

The bringing her people on board, and removina 
(nch cffe&s as could moil eafily be come at, employea 
all our hands for„ two days. The conimodore had a 
great dcfifc to fave her anchors and cables ; but fhe 
rolled fo much, and the men were fo exccffively 
fatigued, riiat he found it impradiablc; fo diat it was 
smh the utmoU difficulty the priae-money, which the 
Gioocefter had taken in the South Seas, was fecured 
tm board the Centurion. However, the prize^goods 
on board her, amounting to 7000J. in value, which 
w^c princip^ythc Centurion’s probity, were en- 
l^ly toil; nor could Uny more provnions be got out 
of her than 'five cafks of flour; three of which were 
spoiled by‘Ac fait water. 

' ^ Auguft 15, in Ae evening, it was rcfolved fhe fhould 
belmrnt, as'we knew not how near we were to Ae 
Hland of G uam; which we well conlidered was in the 
hands of our enemies, to whom Ae wreck of fuch a 
Aip would prove a confiderable acquifition. We were 
ab^t four leagues diftant when me blew up, and the 
report fhe made on this occafion was but fbiau. 

The late llornfi, which had proved fo fatal to the 
Glouceller, had driven us to the n'orAward of our in¬ 
tended courfe, and the current fetting the fame way, 
we were now in 17 deg. norA latitude, inllead of 13 
deg. which was the parallel we intended to kee^. 
We were ignorant how near we might be to the Meri- 
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dian of the Ladrones, and apprehended, we might be 
driven to the leeward of them by currents, without 
difeovering them. On this fuppofition,* we flood for 
the eaftern parts of Afia; but on the 2 3d, at break of 
day, we faw two iflands to the weft, and ftoodinfor 
the neareft, the winds being variable ^11 that day. 
Next morning we were in fight of a third ifland, called 
Paxaros, which is very fmall, apd the land low. At 
noon, being not four miles from that which lay neareft, 
called Anatacan, the boat,was fent off to discover the 
anchoring, and the produce of the place. In the eyeii> 
ing the boat returned, and informed us, there was no 
Anchoring, which occafioned a general melancholy. 
Whatfecured the few chat remained alive from perifh- 
ing, was, the accidental meeting with fome of the 
Ladrone^ftands. 

Auguft 26, in the morning, we loft.ftght of Anata> 
can, andthe^ next morning dHcovered £ree ^nds tp 
the oaft, abput 14 leagues diftant. ^hefe, a$ we afeerr 
wards learnt, were, Saypan, Tinian, and Aquigaiu 
We immediately made for Tinian, and the next mom^. 
ing kept on our courfe till' about ten o'clock, when we 
faw a proe und^r fail; hereupon, we ordered all hands 
that were capable of b^ripg arms upon deck ; then loa4- 
ed our quarterrdeck guns with gra|>e-^ot, andhoift^ 
Spanifh colours. Thus prepared, we flood towWs ^ 
land, and in the afternoon fent the cutter in,flior^ to 
flnd out a properbirth for the ftiip, and foon after faw a 
proe put off to meet her, whofe people, we found, 
were fully perfuaded that ours was the Manilla- fhip. As 
we faw the cutter returning with the proe in row, we 
fent the pinnace to bring the prifOners on board. She 
came bade with a Spaniard and ff)ur Indians. The 
former being-examined as to the ftate ahd produce of 
T'iiuan, his account far furpaffed our moft fanguine 
hopes. He informed us, that tho’ it was uninhabit-- 
ed, yetit wanted but few of the accommodations that 
were to be found in the beft cultivated countries; that 
in particular, it abounded with frefti water, cattle, 
and hogs j with poultry running wild, excellent in ^eir 
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kind ^ oranges, limes, lemons, 'and cocoa-nuts, and a 
peculiar fruit, which ferved inftead of bread ; he told 
us alfo, from the quantity of provifions produced here, 
-the Spaniards ufed it as a ftore, for fupplying the 
galTifon at Guam, in which he was a ferjeant, feiit 
thither with 22 Indians to jerk beef, and load jt for that • 
port, in a bark of 15 tons, which rode at anchor near 
the (hore. 

We therefore immediately difpatched the pinnace 
armed, to fecure the bark, and about eight in the 

thing let go our anchor in twenty-two fathom ; and 
were full five hours in furling the fails, all the hands 
we could muiler amounting to no more than 71, tho’ 
the united crews of the Centurion, the Gloucefter, and 
the Tryal, when we left England, confided of 1000 
men. Next morning a party was fent on fhore, who 
landed without difficulty. The Indians, on our feizure 
of their b^k> fled into the woody parts of the ill and, 

• faving tis the trouble of eredting tents; for we found 
many h\its, which they inhabited, one of them twenty 
yards long, and fifteen broad;, this we cleared of 
fome bales of jerked beef, and made it an hofpital fbr 
our fick; many of whom we were obliged to carry into 
it on our Ihouldcrs ; in this truly humane employment, 
the commodore himfclf, and all his officers, were en¬ 
gaged. It is incredible, how foon thefe poor wretches 
began to feeh the falutary influence of the land; for 
tho’ we buried 21 men, on this and the preceding day, 
we did not lofe above ten more during the whole two 
months we (laid here; therefore, we fhall, in this 
place, throw together the moft interefting particulars 
which came to our knowledge, as to the ntuation, foil, 
and produce of the ifland of Tinian, for the fervice of 
future circumnavigators. 

- ^ it lies in 15 deg. 8 min. north latitude, is about 12 

- miles in len^, and about fix in breadth ; its foil is a 
faUdy loam, dry, and healthy, rifing in a gentle dope, 
from the beach to the middle of the ifland. The whole 
divcrflfied with woods and lawns. In the woods are 
tall fpreading ^ces, Tree from boflics and underwood; 
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DQ fhrubs nor weeds were to be feen, but only timber 
and fruit tree^. The lawns are ufually of a coniidera- 
bfe breadth ; their turf compofed of a fine trefoil, in¬ 
termixed wkh a variety of natural flowers* Nor is k 
uncommon to fee kerds of cattle, the lords of this happy 
foil! feeding by thou&nds together in. a large meadow. 

. Thejr are all milk white, excepting their e^s, which 
are, in common, brown or black. We computed the 
catde at 10,000 head; ^we had no difficulty in getting 
near them, for they were not at all fhy. We at firft 
fliot them, but, to fave ammunition, we found after¬ 
wards th^ our men could run them down with eafe : 
Their'flefli is extremely well tafled. The fowls allb 
were exceeding gootl, and, not being able to fly above 
100 yards at a flight, were eafily run 4 own. 

We found here alfo abundance of wild hogs, which 
were excellent food; but fo fierce, that we were obliged 
to fhoot them, or hunt them down with dogs, that we - 
found upon the place on landing, and which belonged 
to the pecmle who were detached from the garrifon of 
Guam, m the woods were unconceivable quantities of 
cocoa-nuts, with cabbages growing on the fame tree ; 
there were befides, guavos, limes, fweet and four 
oranges, and a fruit peculiar to this country, called by 
the Indians Rhymay, but, by us, bread-fruit, as we 
made ufe of it for fuch, during the time we (laid. 

It grows upon a tall tree, whofe top divides into large 
fpreading branches; its leaves are of a deep green, and 
notched at the edges, from 12 to 18 inches long. The 
fruit is found among thefe branches, rather elliptical 
than round, and covered with a rough rind, being 
about feven or e^ht inches long, and grows fingle. 
Here were alfo other ycgemblcs, very good for the • 
fcorvy; fuch as water melons, dandelion, purflain, 
forrel, mint, and fcurvy-grafs. In the center of the 
ifland were two large pieces of frefti w^r, which, a- 
bounded with ducks, teal, curlew, and whiflling- 
plover. 

This ifland, it feems, has not been depopulated a- 
bove 50 ycarsu The Javans in our aifured us, 
c. * it 
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it contained 50,000 ibnls; about which time an epide* 
mlcal diftemper raged among the neighbouring idands* 
and carried ofF a vaft number of people, particularly 
at Guam; in order to recruit them, the Spaniards 
Jbrpught all the inhabitants of Tinian thither, mod of 
:whom, in a few years, died of grief. As to the re- 
^dence upon that idand, die chief inconvenience at- 
.tending it, is, the vad number of mufkitos, and other 
idnds of dies, together with an infeft called a tick, 
which,, tho’. principally found among the cattle, yet 
would often fix upon our limbs and bodies, and if not 
perceived in time would bury its head under the (kin^ 
^d raife a painful inflammation. Here are alfo cen- 
tipides, and fcorpions; which we fuppofed were ve- 
nemous, tho’ we received no harm by them: but the 
moft important exception, is, the inconvenience of 
the road, and the little fecurity there is, at fome 
.feafons, for (hips to anchor. The only proper place, 
ibr fhips of burden, is, at the fouth weft end of the ifland, 
where the peak - of Say pan, is feen over the northern 
part of Tinian, bearing N. N. E, 

Having now refitted our fhip, as well as poffible, till 
we had an opportunity of heaving her down, and all 
thoie who were fio-far relieved, fince their arrival, as 
t/b be capable of doing dtity, being fent on board; 
the commodore, who himfelf was ill of the feurvy , had 
a tent crefled for him on ftiofe, where he went for a 
few days iro eftablifli his health. As the crew was 
now reinforced by the recovered people, we began to 
fend our calks alhore, the coopers being in a con- 
.dition to work. We now alfo weighed our anchors, to 
"esfaminc our cables, and the commodore, for our far¬ 
ther feCurity, ordered, that part of the cables next the 
anchors Ihould be armed with the chains of the fire- 
grapnels ; befides which, they were cackled 2 5 fathom 
from the anchors, with a good rounding of a 4 * inch- 
haufer; apd at the fame time, being willing to guard 
‘ Ugainil the dangers of this road, we lowered the main 
- |op^.fjfllouito dewhi. 

‘‘ V . N a* ‘ Thus 
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Thus effeAually prepared, as we prefomed, we 
waited till the new>moon, which was on the 18th of 
September, when riding fafe on that, and next 
three following days, we flattered ouHelves, (for 1 
was on board, fays our author) that our prudence had 
fecured us from all accidents* But on the aad tho 
wind blew from the eaftward, with fuch violence, 
that we defpaired to ride out the ftorm, and ihould 
have been extremely glad, if the commodore, with the 
reft of our people, who werb the major part of our 
hands, had been on board alfo; for, in our pre- 
fent fituation, we were neceflitated to ride the ftorm out 
till our cables parted; as the fmall bower did, at five 
in the afternoon, and the ftnp fprung to the; beft bower. 
Night coming on, the violence of the wind increafed 
wim inexpreifible fury; and the tide ran with fuch 
rapidly as to prevail over it. Soon after the fea broke 
very furprifingly, and the long-boat, moored aftem, 
was on a fudden canted fo high, that it broke the 
tranfon of the commodore’s gallery, and was ftove to 
pieces; yet the poor boat-keeper^ tho’ very much 
bruifed, was miracnlouily faved* About 8 o’clock the 
tide flackened; but the wind raged with greater vio¬ 
lence, and the beft bower cable, by whi^ alone we 
rode, parted at 11. Our fheet anchor, which was 
the only one we had left, was immediately cut from 
the. bow; but before it reached the bottom, we were 
forced from 2z into 3c fathom water; where, after 
veering away one whole cable and two thirds of ano^ 
ther, we could not find ground with 60 fathom line. 
In this extremity, Mr. Saumarez, our firft lieutenant, 
ordered feveral guns to be fired, and lights to be put 
out, as fignals of diftrefs. In a fhort time after, at 
one o’clock in the morning; a ftrong guft, with rain 
and lightening, drove us out to fea in the night, which 
was exceffively dark. What gave us the greateft 
uneafinefs, was, oiir being obliged to leave behind us 
hdr. Anfony^and many more of our ofHcm, with the 
reft of our crew, who were in the whole 113 per- 
foxis; all whom, both a| feg 'andon alhorc, were re¬ 
duced 
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dac«id to the utmoft defpair; thofe on ihore thinking 
fhould never depart from the iiland ; and we on 
board being unprepared to ftniggle with the raging 
winds and boiilerous Tea. 

During thefe melancholy reflections, Mr. Anfon 
projected a fcheme for extricating himfelf and his men 
from their prefent uneaflnefles, which he thought very 
practicable. This was, to hale the Spanifh bark afliorc 
which we took in the harbour; to faw her in two, 
lengthen her twelve feet, and enable her to carry them 
all to China. To render the probability of this enter 
prize more effectual, it fortunately happened, that 
the carpenters of both the Gloucefler and the Tryal 
were on fliore, with their dwfls and tools. The fmith 
alfo was aihore, and had with him his forge, and feve- 
ral tools; but his bellows, had not been brought from 
on board, which, for fome time, they were at a lofs to 
(iipply. The ebief thing wanting in the conffrudion of 
the bellows was leather. They had plenty of cattle^ 
and in rummaging the place, found fome hides, and a ^ 
barrel of lime, which the Indians, or Spaniards, had 
prepared for their own ufe. With this, they tanned 
a few hides, as well as they could; and the bellows^ 
whichhad agun^barrelfor its jpipe, had no inconve^ 
nience, but what arofe from the naufeous fmell, oc*, 
cafioned the imperfedion of the taiiner's-work« 
While the (mith was preparing the nmflary iron-work, 
others were employed to fell timber, and faw it into 
planksk This being laborious work, the commodore 
wrought at it himfc&, for the encouragement of his 
men. In the mean time a dock was dug to receive 
the bark, and ways were laid from the fea to bring her 
up; a party was alfo ordered to kill and prepare pro- 
viflons for the workmen. Their drink was the juice of 
the cocoa nut, which, tho' extremely pleafant,. is by no 
means intoxicating ; fo that the Bi^nefs went on very 
fuccefsfully. 

The iron-work was now in great forwardnefs; and 
timber, and planks, fufHcient for the purpofe, were 
N n 2 pre- 
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prepared; fo Aat on the 6th of Oftober, 14 days 
after the departure of the Centurion, they haled the 
bark on fliore, and on the two following days Ihe was 
fawn a funder, but not thorough, fo as to cut her 
planks: her two ports being put to a proper diftance, 
they went on with no fmaU difpatch* and fixed upon 
the 5th of November for putting her to fea; but, t)n 
the nth of Oftober, one of the Gloucefter’s men, 
being upon a hill in the middle of the iOand, faw the 
Centurion, and ran down, with the utmoft. fpeed, to 
the landing place, halooing to one of his comrades, 
the Jhipl the Jhip! Mr. Gordon, lieutenant of the 
marines j hearing this, haftened to the place where the 
commodore was at work, and told him the unexpected 
news. He inilantly threw down his axe, arid came to 
the fea fide, highly delighted. By five in the evening, 
the ihip was viiible to them alL Then, a boat being 
fent off with 18 men, to reinforce her, and provifions 
for the refreihment of the crew j fhe, the next day, 
call anchor in the road, where the commodore iimne* 
diately came on board, and was received with accla¬ 
mations of joy: for during onr 19 days abfence from' 
Tinian, and. the. fears, and dangers, we underwent, it 
may be eafily conceived, that an harbour, refi-efli- 
meats, the joining of our commander and &ipmates, 
w ere not, to us, lefs pleafing, than to them was oar« 
return. 

After the foregoing relation giv^n of the fotiguing 
employments, and difbreffes, of thofe on fhore, during 
the interval of 19: days; it fhould feem neceflary to 
give the reader a Ihort account of the dangers to whieh^ 
we on board were expofed. 

The turbulent weather, which forced us from 
Tinian, held three days, and then we fwayed up our 
fore-yard, and began to heave up the main yard; 
but the jeers broke and killed one of our men, whofe 
name was John Horfeman; which hindered our 
prefent proceeding. The 26th was a day of bodily 
labour, from which no officer of what rank foever was 

^ excepted. 
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excepted. The buhnefs was to heave up the fheet an¬ 
chor, which hitherto dragged at our bows with two 
cables an end; it being the only anchor we had left: 
night approaching, we brought it in fight; the next 
morning hung it at our bow, and the fame day got up 
our main-yard. Now, for the firft time, we flood for 
the ifiand of Tinian, not without hopes of joining the 
commodore in a few days; but were driven out at lead 
44 leagues to the weft. However we were foon deli¬ 
vered from our uncertainty, by having figlit of the ifland 
Guam. Being now fati^ed as to our courfe ; on the 
I ith of Oftbber, 19 days after, we arrived in the offing; 
and in the evening came to an anchor in the road. 

When the commodore came on board, he refolved to 
flay here no longer, than he could compleat his water. 
On the 24th of Odober, a hidden guft of wind drove 
us out to fea a fecond time, when we had 70 men 
aftiore, employed in filling the water-cafks and pro¬ 
curing provifions, who had with them our two cutters; 
but they being too many to cpme off in thefe; we 
fent the 18 oared barge to affift them. The former two 
foon canxe off to us full; but 40 of the men, who were 
employed in killing - cattle, were left behind, with the 
barge for their conveyance; yet, the (hip was drove to 
fuch a diftance, as it was not in their power to join us. 
However, after the five following days we had good 
weather, and returned again to Tinian ; where we re¬ 
lieved thofe left behind from their fear of being deferr¬ 
ed. Here we found the Spanifh bark had undergone 
a new metamorpholis: for they on (bore, confidering 
their fin all number, refolved to join her together again, 
and had made, in this fcheme, fome progrefs. 

On our coming to the ifland of Tinian a fecond 
time, we were indefatigable in compleating our wha¬ 
ler. The well for this purpofe, being dug in a fandy 
foil, gave way by the weight of the full calks rolling 
near it, and two of our men were fuffocated; the 
name of one was John Cafs, the other Robert Stephens. 
By the loth of Oftober we had got ton on board; 
with a large quantity of oranges and other fruits. 

N n 3 This 
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This done, we fet fire to the bark and proc, and got 
linder fail, fteering for the fouth end of the iiland of 
Formofa; and taking our leaves for the third time of 
the ifland of Tinian. 

This range of ides, called the Ladrones, of which 
Tinian is one, were firft difcovered by Magellan; 
lying in 15 deg. 22 min. north latitude. They are 
reckoned 12 in number, and are faid to have contained 
above ^0,000 people; though now Guam alone is 
properly inhabited, being about thirty leagues in cir¬ 
cumference ; and contains, by the Spanifh accounts, 
near 4000 inhabitants; of whom, 1000 live in the city 
of San Ignatio de Igana, where the governor reiides. 
fiefides this city, there are about 13 or 14 villages. 
The Manilla Ihip generally touches at Guam, for 
refrelhments, in her paffage from Acapulco to the 
Philippines. It is defended by two caftles, one called, 
St., Angelo, near which the Manilla ihip ufually an¬ 
chors ; mounted with five 8 pounders; the other, called 
the caftle of St. Lewis, lying north eaft from St. An¬ 
gelo ; but much of the fame ftrength. In thefe two 
caftles are three companies of Spanilh foldiers; and 
thefe are all the force the governor has to depend on; 
for the Indians are all. debarred the ufe of fire-arms and 
lances. Hence it appears, that the Spaniards, in the 
ifland of Guam, are but very few, compared with the 
Indians; who are a bold, ftrong, welklimbed people; 
nor are they any ways defective of underftanding: for 
their flying proes are of an extraordinary invention, 
and if we confider their aptitude to the navigation of 
thefe iflands, they well deferve a place in the mecha¬ 
nical produdlons of the moft civilized nations. 

We left Tinian the 21ft of October, fleering for 
Macao with our Iheet anchor only, and were under 
fome concern how to manage it on the coaft of China; 
being there entire ftrangers. To remedy this grievance, 
we fixed two of our prize anchors in one flock, and 
placed between their lhanks, twp guns, four pounders, 
to ferve as a beft bower; and a third prize anchor, 
joined to our flream anchor, with guns between, made 

us 
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ns a fmall bower ; fo we furnilhed ourfelves with two 
more anchors our hows, one weighing 3900, and 
the other 2900 pounds. November 4, we got fight of 
the ifland of Formofa, after having paffed that of 
Botel Tobago Xima: Now we fteered weft by fouth, in 
order to double its extremity, and kept a good look . 
out for the rocks of Vele Rete, which we did not dif. 
cover till two in the afternoon; they then bearing 
from us W. N. W. about a league diftant. We im¬ 
mediately haled np fouth by weft, and left them be¬ 
tween us and land. The fouth end of Formofa, off 
which thefe rocks lie, is in 21 deg. 50 min. north 
latitadc. From Formofa we fteered W. N. W. to 
fall in with the coaft of China, to the eaft of Pedro 
Blanco, as that rock is efteemed an excellent diredlion 
for (hips bound to Macao. November 5, about mid¬ 
night, we got fight of the main land of China, bearing 
north by weft four leagues diftant. We then brought 
the Ihip to, till morning; but before fun-rife, we were 
furprifed to find ourfelves among 5 , if not 6000 fifh- 
ing boats, moft of them carrying five or fix hands, and 
none lefs than three. As we ran to the weft, we found: 
them as abundant on every part of the coaft; but we 
could not t.empt any of them to come on board, or 
make them underftand us. 

On the 6th about two o’clock we perceived a boat a- 
head of us, which waved a red flag; and heard fome 
one in it blow a horn. We immediately fent our 
cutter to know their intentions; when we foon found 
the boat was the commodore of the fifliery, and that 
this fignal was to. call them afhore, whom they all in-' 
ftantly obeyed. The next morning we difeovered ' 
Pedrb Blanco. It is a rock of a fmall circumference, 
and of a moderate height, refembling a fugar-Ioaf, 
both in form and colour. We pafled within lefs than 
two miles of it, and left it between us and the land, 
keeping our courfe to the weft. On the 8th we were a 
brcail of 15 or 16 rocky and barren. iflands, called 
Lema, ftill furrounded with fifliing boats. We once 
more fent the cutter to procure a pilot amongft them ; 

but 
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bat could not prevail; however, one of the Chinefo, 
directed us by hgns to fail round the weftermoft of the 
iflands of Lcma, and then hale up. We left Pedro 
Blanco on the (larboard hde, about half a mile didant; 
and then deered north by wed for the channel, between 
the Ulands of Cabonce and Bamboo, which lie to the 
north of the Grand Ladrone, off Macao. On the 9th 
a Chinefe pilot came on board the Centurion, and 
told us, in broken Portuguefe, he would carry the (hip ^ 
to Macao for 30 dollars, which we immediately pai^ 
By him we karnt, that we were not far didant from it j 
and that there were in the river of Canton eleven £u. 
ropean (hips, five of which were £ngli(h. ’ On the 
12th in the evening we anchored, not far from the 
idand of Canton, the larged of all the range; weigh-* 
ed again, at feven next morning, and came to an an¬ 
chor at ten in Macao road atfive fathom; the city bear¬ 
ing wed by north, three leagues didant; the peak of 
Lantoon ead by north, the Grand Ladrone fouth by 
cad, each about five leagues off. 

The commodore no fooner came to an anchor here, 
than he difpatched a meifenger to the Portuguefe go¬ 
vernor, requeding his excellency to inform him in 
what manner he (hould a£l, to avoid ofiending the 
Chinefe. The diificulty related to the duty ufually paid 
by (hips in the river of Canton, according to their ton¬ 
nage. For as men of war are exempted in every foreign 
harbour from all manner of port charges, the commo¬ 
dore thought it would be derogatory from the honour of 
his country to fubmit to any duty in China. In the 
evening the boat returned with two officers fent by the 
governor to inform the commodore, that if the Cen¬ 
turion ventured into the river of Canton, the duty 
would certainly be expelled: but, if he pleafed, he 
would fend him a pilot, who (hould condud him into 
another fafe port, called the Typa, which was very 
commodious (or careening the (hip. The commodore 
agreed to this propofal; and in the morning we weigh¬ 
ed anchor, under the diredlion of the Portuguefe pilot. 
This harbour is formed by a number of illands, and 

about 
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alKmt fix miles fi-om Macao. Here we the 

cafHe of Macao with eleven guos^ which were returned 
by the lame number. 

The following day, Mr. Anfon paid the governor 
a vilit, to folicie ^ of provifions, said fucb 

naval ftorcs as were nccclTary to refit the fliip. Ho 
alTured the commodore, in "a friendly manner, that he 
would privately aflift him all he could; and freely 
owned, he dared not openly fumiih us with any thing, 
unlefs we produced an order from the viceroy of Can¬ 
ton; ^ce he himielf neither received provifions for 
his garri^, nor any other necefiaries> but by his 
permiffion. On this declaration, Mr. Anfon refolved 
to, go hiinfelf to Canton, to procure a licence from the 
viceroy, and, accordingly hired a Chinefe boat fop 
hiinfelfv and his atten^nts; but the moment he was 
ready to embark, a> Chinefe hoppo, or cuftom>houfb 
officer of Maeaoy refufed tagrant a permit to thebo^ti 
Mrv Anf^u andthe govternorin^ated him to withdraw 
this injuRfkonjhut thoo^^eefcmitinuin^infkudbfe tho 
commodore told him, that if the permit was re^fe^ 
amyTongec than the next day^, he would mann and 
ann the CentupionV boat^ a&ing the hc^ppo^ at the 
fame time, if he would dare to oppofe them f by this 
threat the permit Was granted, and Mr. Ahfbn went to^ 
Canton, i Ou hit arrnal; he' otm^kedr with the^ eikreid 
stttd ^per.cargoes clthbEnglifil fhips/ howto proaire 
an order from the viceroy; for the neceiTaries he want¬ 
ed ; hot he had reafon to ^ihk that their advice, how¬ 
ever well intended, was not the moft prudent; for 
thefe gentlemen never apply to the fupreme* magiftrate 
Himfelf 5 but tranfad all matters by the mediation of 
the principal Chinefe merchants; and Mr. Anfon 
purfiied the fame method on this occafion. The 
Chinefe merchants readily undertook the managemenii 
of this bufinefs, and promifed to anfwer fdr its fucoefs ; 
but after a month’s delay, being Very hard prfefTed, and 
meafures taken for procuring a letter to be delivered to 
the viceroy; they threw off the malk, and owned, that 
they had neither made application to the viceroy, nor 

could 
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could they, as he was too great a man for them to ap¬ 
proach; and, not contented with thus deceiving the 
commodore, they now ufed all their perfaaiion with 
the Engliih at Canton, to prevent them from meddling 
in the affair; faying, it might in all probability em¬ 
broil them with the government Thefe groundlefs 
indnuations had but too much influence f 

Mr. Anfon being now fully fatisfied, that nothing 
was to be done by the interpofidon of the merchants, 
told them, that he would proceed to Batavia, if they 
would fupply him with provifions fufficient for hit 
pafTage. The merchants, on this, propofed to pro¬ 
cure them; but faid it mull be done in a dandeftine 
manner, and therefore put a quandty of bread, floor, 
£:C. on board of the Englifli fhips, who were to flop at 
the mouth of the Typa, where the Centurion's boats 
might receive them. When this affair was fettled, the 
commodore returned from Canton, and came on board 
^e Centurion the 16th of December, feeimngly, deter¬ 
mined to proceed to Batavia to refit; but this was what 
lie never intended. 

On his coming aboard, he faw the main-maft was 
fprnng in two places, and that the leak was confidera- 
bly increafed. Finding it therefore impoflible for the 
ihip to proce^ to fea, in her prefent condition, he re- 
folved at all events to have her hove down in this place; 
being now fully convinced, that hss gmat caution not 
to injure the Eafl India company's a&m, whh the re¬ 
gard had to the advice of dieir officers, were the caufe 
of all his perplexity ; fince had he carried his fhip im¬ 
mediately into the river of Canton,, and addrefled him- 
felf to the Mandarins, inflead of the merchants, all 
his requefls would have been granted, and foon dif- 
patohed. Having now lofl a month, by taking wrong 
meafures, he remlved to lofe as Ikde flme more as 
poffible. Accordingly, on the 17th of December, he 
wrote a letter to the viceroy of Canton, acquainting, 
him who he was, what buflnefs he had been upon, 
by the order of his Britannic Majefly, the condition of 
his fhip, his want of provifions,^ &c. and therefore 

dcflred 
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deiircd his excellency to give orders for his being per¬ 
mitted to employ carpenters, with proper workmen, to 
refit his fhip; alfo to fumiih him with provifiont 
and Ibres, that he might be enabled to purfue hit 
voyage to Great Britain. 

letter was tranllated into the Chinefe language, 
and the comnmdore himfelf delivered it to the chief 
officer of the Emperor's cuftoms at Macao. In an- 
fwer to which, on the 19th in the morning, a Manda¬ 
rin of the firft rank, who was governor of the city 
of Janfon, with two Mandarins of a lower clafs, 
and a confiderable number of officers and fervants, 
in eighteen half gallies, fumiihed with mufick, and 
a great number of Reamers, came to grapnel ahead of 
the Centmaon; whence the Mandarin fent a meiTage 
to the conuno^re, telling him, that he was ordered, 

, by the viceroy, to examine the condition of the ihip, 
defiring the boat might be fent to fetch him on board/ 
The Centurion's boat iinmediatdy put off, and too of 
tile moftfightly of the crew, drefiWin the regimentals; 
of the marines, were all drawn up underarms on the' 
main-deck to receive him. When-he came on boafd, 
he was faluted all the military nmfiO we had in the 
fhip; then paffing thro’ the guard, he was met by the 
commodore on quarter deck, who led him into the 
great cabin. Here he opened and explained his comif- 
fion, adding, that he was ordered to infpeft the articles 
mentioned in the ccunmodore's letter^; all which he put 
down m a paper, with his remarksth^on^ 

The .Maliwin was a perfon endov^ with more 
freedom and honefty, than is found in the generality 
of the Chinefe. After he had infpefled the fh?p very 
carefully, particularly the kak; which the Chinefe 
carpenters reprefented to be full as dangerous as had 
been deferibed, and that fhe could not go to ffia till 
fke was refitted; the Mandarin expreffed himfelf "fsWf- 
fied with the account, given in the eouimodbre^s letter. ^ 
He then viewed each part rf the ftiip; and feeimed 
greatly furprifed at the bignefs of the lower dedc guns, 
and the weight of the flioU Mr. Anfon took this op-i 
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portanity to let l;uin know that he was able to ha^ 
^lonehimfelf juftke, with regard to the behaviour of 
the cudoni'hoaTe ofl^ers at Macao ; who, tho' he had 
always paid for prpvihons tp their full fatisfadtion, for¬ 
bid the people trom bringing him’ any more i and he 
hoped that they, the Mandarins, who had been eye- 
witnefles of his diftrefs, would how gain him from the 
government a permiffion to purchafe what provifions hfc 
Sood in need of j and which he was able to procure by- 
force, notwithftanding the whole navigation of Canton, 
or any other port in China. The nrft Mandarin ac- 
ouiefced in this reafoning, and promifed the commo¬ 
dore to be his advocate at the council-board, which 
was to be held that night, when he returned home. 

This weighty affair being in fome meafure regulated, 
Mr. Anfon invited him and-his two attendant Man¬ 
darins to dinner. One of the difhes was beef, Which 
all the Chinefe dillike, from a piece of Indian fuperfti- 
tion;. however the three Mandarins compleatly hnifh- 
edthewhke of fiaur large fowls. They were indeed 
much at a lofs how to uie their knives and forks; fo 
that one of the attendants cut their meat in fmall 
pieces. But how great foever their difficulty was in 
complying with the European manner of eating, they 
feemedtobe no novices in drinking; for after empty¬ 
ing five bottles of frontiniac, and a bottle of citrou- 
water, they feemingly went off fober and unrtffHed. 

But, notwithftanding the favourable difpofitkm of 
the chief Madarin, governor of Janfon, on his leav¬ 
ing the commodore; feveral days were elafped before 
any advice came from him; and Mr. Anfon was pri¬ 
vately informed, there wbre great debates in council 
upon this affair, partly, perhaps, owing to its being fo 
unufual a cafe, and in part to the influence of the 
intrigues of tlte French at Canton: for they had a 
countryman reading on the fpot, who fpoke the lan¬ 
guage well, and was not unacquainted whh the 
venality of the government, iiowever, notwkh- 
ftandiii all thefe difficulties,' it fbOuld leem, that the 

to tlteMaudartfis,-«f 
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the cafe with which he could right himfelf, if juftice- 
was denied him, had at lad its ene< 5 l: for on the 6th 
of January, 174^ the governor of Janfon, fent down 
the viceroy’s warrant for the refitment of .the Centurion, 
and for fupplying her people with all they wanted. 
Now alfo, a number of Chinefe fmiths and carpenters 
came on board, to treat with Mr. Anfon about the 
work to be done, which, they propofed to take by the 
great. They at fird demanded 1000 1 . for the whole, 
which the commodore thought unreafonable; and 
therefore endeavoured to perfuade them to work by the 
day, but they would not come into this method : fo it 
was at lad agreed, that the carpenters fhould have 
6001. for their work, and the fmiths fhould be paid for 
the iron-work by weighv after the rate of 3 1. per 
hundred for the fmall work, and 2 1. 6 s. for the 
• large. 

As foon as the price was regulated, Mr. Anfon or¬ 
dered the Centurion to be hove down, and the date of 
her bottom examined. For this purpofe, the fird lieu¬ 
tenant was difpatched to Canton, to hire two country 
veflels; one of them to^heave downby ; the other, to 
ferve as a magazine for the powder and ammunition: it 
was the 26th before thefe veffels arrived, and the ma¬ 
terials, which were to be purchafed at Canton, came 
down very flowly, from the backwardnefs of tho 
Chinefe merchants ; In this interval Mr. Anfon had 
the mortification to difeover that his fore-mad was 
broken afunder above the upper-deck partners, and 
was only held together by the fifhes, which had been 
clapt upon it formerly. Now the Ihip being cleared, 
the carpenters were enabled to come at the leak, and 
took care to fecure that effedually. It was found to 
be below the fifteen-foot mark, and occafioned by the 
bolts being bore away, and loofe in the joining of the 
ftern, where it was fcarfed. 

All things prepared, they hove out the fird courfe of 
the Centurion's darboard ude, and found her bottom 
found and good; the next day, having Compleated the 
iiew flieating of the fird coiurfe, they righted her again 
O o C0Qtinui|f 
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icontinoittg this employment till the third of March»< 
when the bottom was, to their great joy, complcated. 
As foon as Ihe was righted, they took on board her 
powder and gunner's ilores, then got in the guns as 
as polTible. 

Jn the beginning of April, they had new rigged the 
fiiip, flowed their provifions and water, and htted her 
fpr fea: but before this time the Chinefe &ew uneafy, 
and about three days after, two Mandarins boats 
caxne on board from Macao, to prefs the commodore 
to leave the port, tho' there had been no pretence to* 
fufpefl any affected delays. At this mefiage therefore, 
Mr. Anfpn anfwered, he would not go till he thought 
proper* This rebuke immediately prohibited all pro¬ 
vifions from being carried on hoard him $ fo that on the 
6th of April, they weighed from I’ypa, and by the 
15th fhe got into Macao road, compleating her water 
as fhe pa£ed along; and her whole buhnefs being 
£ni(hed by the 19th, fhe flood to fea, they giving out 
at Macao, that me was bound to Batavia, and thence 
to England: l^t the commodore's defign was of a 
different nature. For he fuppofed, that, inflead of 
one^fhip from Acapulco to Manilla, there probably 
would be two this year, fince he had prevent^ one 
them from putting to fea the preceding feafbn; he 
therefore refolved to cruife for thefc two fhips off 
Efpiritu Santo on the ifland of Samal; which is the hrif 
land they ufually make at the PhilipfHne iflands; and 
gs they generally arrive there in the month of June, he 
hoped to be at his ftadon time enough to intercept 
^em. It was incumbent on the commodore to keep 
tW projed extremely feciet at Macao; but being now 

§ Qt clear of tha( coa&> he fummoned all his people on 
le quarter deck, and told them his refolution; adding, 
that though they were flout fhips, and well manned, 
vet if his own people behaved with their ufual courage, 
ne was certain, he fhould prove too hard for them 
both; and that one of them at Icafl could not fail of 
becoming his prize^ 
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No fobner had the commodore done fpeaklng, thaA 
the people expreffed their approbation of the proje^h, 
by three cheers, and determined to fucceed or perilh in 
the Undertaking: their hopes alfo now began to revive 
again, and they perTuaded themfelves they ibould yet 
be repaid the price of all their fatigues: that they 
fhould certainly meet the galleons, and fhould as cer¬ 
tainly take them. This confidence was fpread thro’ 
all the ihip's company; infomuch that the commodore 
enquiring one day of Im butcher, why he had lately 
feen no mntton on his table, and if all the Chinefe 
fheep were killed ? the fellow very ferioufly replied, 
that there were two left, indeed; but if his honour 
would give him leave, he propofed to keep them for 
the entertainment of the general of the galleons. 

May 4, being in the latitude of the Baihee-iflands^ 
as laid down by Dampter, we kept a good look-out, 
and about feven in the evening, faw from the maft* 
head five fmall ifiands, which we judged to be them. 
Here we found an oppmtuni^ of corr^in]! the pofition 
of the Bafhee-iflands, which have hitherto been laid 
down 25 leagues too far to the weft. For*by ourobfer- 
vadotts, the middle-moft of tbom lies^in 21 deg. 4 min*, 
north ladtude, and bears Botel Tobago Xima 
20 leagues. 

The 20th of May, at noon, they dHcovered Cape 
Efpirku Santo, which, about 4 o'clock, they brougnC 
to bears. S. W. near ii leagues diftant. The Cen¬ 
turion's people were now waking each hour, with the 
ntmoft impatience, for the happy crifis ; and the cond^ 
modore now began to make all neceffary preparadons 
for the recepdon of the enemy; hoifting out jus long¬ 
boat, and ladling her along fide, that the (Idp might 
be ready for engaging, if they fell in with the galleont 
during the night. June 20, at fun rife, they difco^ 
vered a fail to the fouth eaft. The commodore inftant- 
ly ftood towards her, and, at half an hour after feven, 
the galleon fired a gun to the leeward, aud took in her 
top-gallant fails, which was fuppoiedtobe a fignalto 
her confen to bring her up, and therefore the Cen- 
O 0 2 lorion 
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turion fired a gun to leeward to amnfe her. The coni' 
xnodorc, notwuhilanding, was a little furprifed, to find 
her continuing all this lime to bear down upon him. 
About one o’clock the galleon haled up her fore-fails, 
and brought to under her top fails, with her head to 
the north, having the (landard of Spain flying at the 
top gallant-xnail-head. Mr. Anfon at the fame time 
prepared all things for an engagement. He picked 
out 30 of his beft markfmen, and placed them in hit 
tops, who fully anfwered his expectation. As he had 
not hands • enough remaining to quarter a fuifident 
number to each gun, he therefore, on his lower tire, 
fixed only two men to each gun, to be folely employed 
in loading them ; while the rell of the people were di- 
vided in different gangs, of ten or twelve each, to be 
continually moving about to fire the guns that were 
loaded. |Sy this means, he kept a conftant fire, with* 
o^t.intermiffion. , v . 

The Centurion being thus prepared, and nearing the 
galleon apace, hoifled her broad pendant and colours.. 
Mr. Anfon, now within gun-fhot of die enemies, whom 
he faw bufied in throwing over-board their cattle 
and lumber, gave orders to fire upon them with the 
chafe-guns, to diflurb them at their work. The 
galleon returned their fire with two of their flern^ 
chacc guns^ Soon after the Centurion came a-bread 
of the enemy, within piflol fhot, keeping to the lee¬ 
ward of them. And now the engagement began in 
earneft. For the firft half hour, Mr. .£ifon over-reach¬ 
ed the galleon, and lay on her bow, where, by the 
wideneis of her ports, he cOuld traverfe all his guna 
upon the galleon. Immediately, on the commence-, 
ment of the aClion, the mats, with which the galleon 
had fluffed her netting, took fire, blazing up half a& 
high as the mizen top. This accident threw the ene¬ 
my into great terror, and, not a little alarmed the 
commodore, left fhe fhould be burnt, and he might, 
fuffer by her driving to hoard ixim. However, the 
Spaniards at length extinguifh'^ the flames, by cut¬ 
ting away the netting, and tumbling it into the fea. 

AU 
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All this while, the Centurion kept her advantageous 
lituation, and continued firi«}g, with great regularity ; 
while the galleon's decks lay open to her top-men, 
who were drove off at the firft volley j they alfo made 
prodigious havock with their fmall arms, killing or 
maiming every officer, that appeared on the quarter¬ 
deck, and wounding even the general himfelf. Now 
the Centurion was clofe along Sde of the galleon, and 
fwept their decks fo cffeflually wkh her grape Ihot, 
that they began to fall into great difdrder, me general 
being no longer capable of exerting himfelf. Their 
confuiion was vihble from on board the commodore, 
and after having fired five or fix guns, with more 
judgement than uibal, they yielded up the conteil. 

When the adlion- was over the commodore deter¬ 
min'd within himfelf to make the bed of his way with 
his prize to Canton. In the mean time his deeper 
thoughts were employed in fecuring the prifoners, and 
removing the treafure into the Centurion, which fhip 
was doubtlefs better provided againd all the cafualties 
of winds and fcas than the galleon. The fecuring the 
prifoners was a matter of-tl^ utmod importance, they 
t^ing double the number of his own people^ and fome 
of them having obferved how fienderly he was manned^ 
could not forbear expreffing diemfelves with great in<i 
dignation, to be thus beaten by boys. The commo¬ 
dore ther^ore placing all but the officers and wounded 
in the hold, made a fquare partition of thick planks, 
in the form of a funnel, to communicate as much ^ir 
to them as poffible; and four fwivel guns loaded with 
mufquet balls were fixed at the mouth of each funnel, 
and a centinel, widi a lighted match, to fire into the 
hold amongd them, in cafe of any didurbance. The 
officers were all accommodated in the fird lieutenant's 
cabin, under a guard of fix men; and the general, being 
wounded, lay in the commodore's cabin, with a cen¬ 
tinel always over him; while every prifoner was ap- 
prifed that the lead commotion would be punifhed 
with immediate death. 
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June at fix in the evening, the commodore got 
fight of Cape Delangano, the next day he made the 
Bafliee iflands, and flood thorough, between Grafton 
and Monmouth iflands, where the paflage Teemed clear. 
July S, they difeovered the ifland of Supata, the 
weflermoft of the Lema iflands; and on the nth, 
having taken on board two Chinefe pilots, one in the 
Centuiioi), the other in the prize, they came to an an¬ 
chor oflF the city of Macao, 

By t^ time the particulars of the prize were well 
afeertained, which amounted to 1,3139843 pieces of 
35,682 oz. of virmn filver; Tome cochineal, 
and other commodities > which, with the damage done 
to the enemy, and their other captures, at Payta, did 
doobtlefs exceed a million fterling, excluding the ex- 
pence of Pizarro's fquadron; all which articles make an 
exorbitant fum,. and are the ^ongefl proofs of the utility 
of fuch expeditions in cafe of a rupture with Spain. 

July 14, the commodore, with his prize, cafl anchot 
ihort. of the Bocca Tygris, which is a narrow paflage 
forming the mouth of the river of Canton; when a 
boait with an officer was fent off from the Mandarin, 
to examine what the fhips were, and from whence 
th^ came. After he had finifh^ his enquiries, ho 
deured to leave two cuflom-houfe officers behind him; 
pn which, the commodore told him, that tho' as a 
man of war, he had nothing to do whb cuffoms or 
duties of any kind, yet he would permit two of his peo¬ 
ple to be leff on board, who might be witnefTes now 
pundlually he fhould comply with their inftru^ions. 
The commodore weighed from hence on the cth, or¬ 
dering the pilot to carry him by the forts of Bocca 
Tygris, tlneatenihg him, diat if die ihip ran a ground^ 
he would inflantly hang him up at the yard-arm. 
The pilot, carried the fhips fafely through; the forts* 
not attempting to difpute the paflage. July 16, the 
commodore Tent his fecond lieutenant to Canton, with a 
Ifetter for the viceroy, informing him the rcafon of his 
putting into that port; and that he himfelf foon pro- 
pofed to pay a vifit to his excellency. The lieutenant 

was 
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was civilly received, and promifed, that an anfwer 
fhouldbe lent to Mr. Anfon the next day. 

In the mean time, the commodore gave leave to 
fevcral of the Spanifti officers, his prifoners, to go to 
Canton upon parole ; where the regency examined 
them, alking by what means they came into Mr. 
Anfon’s power. To this they anfwered, that the kings 
of Great Britain and Spain were at war, and they^ 
were conquered in an engagement Being queftioned 
as to their ufage on board, they frankly confefTed, it 
was better than they expeded. This confeffion from 
^n enemy, and the vaft treafure in the prize, contri¬ 
buted greatly to the efteem and reverence of the Chinefe 
nation, with refpefl to Mr. Anfon. 

July 20, three Mandarins came on board, and de¬ 
livered to the commodore the viceroy’s order for a daily 
fupply of provilions, and for pilots to carry his ftiip up 
the river as far as the fecond bar; and at the fame time 
delivered him an anfwer to his letter fent to Canton; 
wherein his excellency defired to be excufed from the 
commodore's vifit during the hot feafon; but that in 
Septcnlber, when the weather was more temperate, he 
fhould be glad to fee Mr. Anfon, with the Englilh 
jcaptain of the other Ihip. The Mandarins now began 
to talk about the duties to be paid by his (hips; when 
the commodore plainly told them, he would never 
fobmit to any demand of that kind, as he neither 
brought any merchandize thither, nor intended to car¬ 
ry any away; and that his mailer exprefsly forbad him 
from paying any acknowledgement for his Ihip’s an¬ 
choring in any port whatever. Being thus cut Ihort 
on thisfubjeft; they added, there was another thing re¬ 
maining, the only one they had in charge. This was 
a requell to the commodore, that he would releafe the 
prifoners he had taken on board the galleon. Mr. An¬ 
ion, though very dcfirous to get rid of them, at firft raifed 
fome did^ulties, to enhance the favour; but at lall told 
the Mandarins, that, to Ihow his readinefs to oblige the 
viceroy, he would fet them all at liberty, whenever the 
(Chinefe would order boats to fetch them off. July eB, 
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two were fent from Canton to carry them to 
Macao ; and the commodore difmi/Ted them all, pur- 
fuant to his promife; dircding his purfer to give them 
eight days provifions for their fubfiftance. 

The ihips now, by virtue of the viceroy’s permit, 
fpund no difficulty in procuring their daily provifions | 
yet they could not proceed to England without laying 
in a large quantity both of thefe, and naval flores for the 
voyage; w hich occafioned great perplexity. The 
commodore, indeed, had ^reed widi people at Can¬ 
ton, to furniffi him with bifcuit, and whatever elfe he 
wanted, and his linguift allured him, from day to 
day, that all was ready. But a fortnight was elapfed 
and nothing brought; Mr. Anfon, therefore had loon 
the vexation to be informed, that no order had been 
procured from the viceroy, and the whole was an 
illufion. It were endJefs to recount all the frauds and 
extortions, which were pradtifed on the commodore 
and his crew, by thefe faithlefs and interefted people. 
The method of buying provifion here, being only by 
weight, a large parcel of fowls and ducks were bought 
for the Ihips’s ilore, the greatelT: part of which prefent- 
ly died, and it was thought they were ppifoned; but, 
on examination, it appeared, they had been crammed 
with Hones and gravel, to encreafe their weight; which, 
in moll of the ducks amounted to ten ounces. The 
hogs too, which were bought ready killed cf the 
Chinefe butchers, had water injeded into them, for 
the fame purpofe; fo that when a carcafe was hung up 
all night for the water to drain out, it generally loll 
half a Hone of its weight before morning. If we 
bought them alive, they gave them fait to encreafe 
their thirH, which excited them to drink great quanti¬ 
ties of water. Thefe few inftances, out of a number 
more of the like nature, may ferve as a fpecimen of 
the manners of this celebrated nation, which is too 
often recommended to the reft of the world as an ex¬ 
ample of all laudable qualities. 

Towards the end of September, the commodore hav¬ 
ing found out, that they who had agreed to fupply 
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him with provihons and naval flores, deceived him; 
and that the viceroy had not invited him to an inter¬ 
view; he fent a mei&ge to the Mandarin, who attend¬ 
ed the ihip, to inform him, that he was refolved to 
proceed in his boat to Canton on the hrd of October, 
and notify his arrival to the viceroy, the day he got 
there^ The Mandarin returned for anfwer, that he 
would acquaint the viceroy with his defign. The boat’s 
crew, which Mr. Anfon propofed to take with him, 
were cloathed all alike in a drefs refembling that of the 
watermen on the Thames. They were in number 18, 
and a coxfwain, dreffed in fcarlet jackets and blue filk 
waiftcoats, the whole trimmed with filver buttons, 
and filver badges on their jackets and caps. And as it 
was aiferted the cuilomary duties would be demanded 
by the regency, for the Centurion and her prize, before 
they granted a permiiTion for victualling the ihip; the 
commodore refolving not to eltablifh fo diihonourable 
a preiident, took all pofiible precaution to prevent thefe 
unreafonable pretenfions, by having him in their power 
at Canton. He, therefore, the better to fecure his 
Ihip and treafure, appointed Mr. Brett to be captaia 
of the Centurion under him, directing him if he, the 
commodore, (hould be detained, to t^e out the men 
from the gdleoui, and deftroy her; then to proceed 
down the river thro’ thefiocca Tygris, with theCen- 
lurion alone, and there remain till further orders 
from Mr. Anfon. The Bocca Tygris is a narrow 
pafTage, little more than 200 miles over, formed by 
two points of land, on each of which is a fort; that on 
the ftarboard being a battery on the water's edge, with 
twelve iron cannon mounted, feeming to be four or fix 
pounders: the fort on the lartoard, is a large caille, 
htuated on a high rock, and fumifhed with ten cannon, 
none of which exceed fix pounders. Thefe are all the 
defences which fecure the river of Canton, and which 
they think are fufficient to prevent any enemy fron> 
/orcing his w ay thorough. 

The neceffary orders above-mendoned being given,’ 
which Chinefi? WW apprifed of; it ihould feem as 
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if their deliberations, in fome fort, had been raffled 
thereby; and yet they could not depart at once from 
their evafive condudt. For when the commodore, in 
the morning of the ift of October, wasjready to fct 
out for Canton, his linguih came to him, from the 
Mandarin that attended the ihip, to tell him, that a 
letter had been received from the viceroy of C^mton, 
dehring Mr. Anfon to poflpone his going thither for 
two or three days; but in the afternoon of the fame 
day, another Linguih came an board, who, with feem« 
ing fright, told Mr. Anfon, the viceroy had expelled 
him that day; that the council was affembled; that the 
troops were under arms to receive him ; and that the 
viceroy was highly offended at the difappointment. 
This plaufible ilory gave the commodore great concern, 
as he imagined there was fome treachery forming a- 
gainh him, which he could not fathom. And though 
the whole afterwards appeared a hdtion, and not a hngle 
article had the leaft foundation; this artifibe was fo well 
fupported by the Chinefe merchants, that in three days 
afterwards, the commodore received a letter, hgned 
by all the fupercargoes of the Englifh (hips, intimating 
their fears, that fome infult would be offlered to his 
boat, if he fhould come thither, before the viceroy 
was fully fatisiied of themiftake. To this Mr. Anfon 
replied, that he did not believe there had ht'.u, ony 
miilake; but that all was a mere forgery, of the Chi¬ 
nefe, to prevent his viliting the viceroy 5 that therefore 
he would certainly come foon up to Canton, being con- 
£dent they would not dare to infult him, well knowing 
he wanted neither power nor inclination to mftke them 
a fuitable Tctuxn> 

O£lober 13, all the fupercargoes of the Englifh, 
Danifh, and Swedifh fhips came on board the Centurion, 
to accompany him to Canton, for which place he fet 
cut the fame day, in his barge, attended by his own 
boats, and by thofe of the tradmg ihips. As he pafled 
by Wampo, where the European vellels lay, he was 
faluted by all of them, except the French. In the 
>cvemng he arrived fafely atCanton^ and was vifited by 
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the principal merchants, who affeifted to be mucli 
pleafed he had met with no obftrudtion in coming up, 
and took care to infinuate, that as foon as the viceroy 
was informed of his arrival, a time would be immediate¬ 
ly appointed for the vifit. The next day the merchants 
returned to Mr. Anfon, and told him, that the vice¬ 
roy was fo bufy, there was no getting admittance to 
him at prefent; but though the commodore well knew 
that diis was a falfehood, propagated by the Chinefe 
among the fupercargoes; he refolved to continue paffive, 
as long as it ihould appear that he loft no time. In 
purfuance of this refolution, he propofed to the Englifti, 
that he would not take any immediate ftep for getting 
admittance to the viceroy, provided the Chinefe, who 
contra^ed to fumiih his provifions, would let him fee hii 
bread was baked, his meat falted, and his ftores pre¬ 
pared with the utmoft difpatch; but if it was not ready 
to be {hipped off in forty days, then he was determined 
to apply to the viceroy himfelf. Thefe were the terms 
Mr. Aiuon thought proper to offer to quiet the uneafi- 
nefs of the fupercargoes; accordingly thefe prepara¬ 
tions were now going on, and the commodore being 
on the fpot, took care to haften them as much as 
poffible. 

November 24, when all was compleated, Mr, Anfon 
font one of his officers to the Mandarin, who com¬ 
manded the; guard of the principal gate of the city, 
with a Utter direfied to the vice-roy. The Mandarin 
received the meffenger civilly, took down the contents 
in Chinefe, and promifed the viceroy ftiould be imme¬ 
diately acquainted with them; alfo to fend his anfwer 
to the commodore. 

Two days after this, a fire broke out in the fuburbs 
of Canton. On the firft alarm, Mr. Anfon went thi¬ 
ther, with his officers and boat’s crew, to affift the Chi¬ 
nefe ; where he peredved, that, by pulling down fome 
of the adjacent (beds, it might be eafily extinguifhed. 
Hereupon he ordered his people to begin with tearing 
them down, which was prefently attempted; and had 
been foon executed i but, in the mean tihie, Mr. Anfon 
P P a , wag 
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was told, 6iat thfc Mandarin alone had powfer to direct 
on thefe Occaiions, and that he, the commodore, 
would be anfwerable for all that was pulled down by 
his command : hereupon all hit people immediately 
defifted; and he fent them to the Engiifh factory, 
to help fecure the compan/s trcafurc and efftds ; 
whUe the Chinefe contented themfelves with viewing 
the Hames, and now and then holding one of thek 
idols before them, which they feemed to expeft 
would ftop the progrefs. Th^ Mandarin, indeed, 
came at laft, attended by 4 or 500 fire-men, who, 
wanting both Ikill and fpirit, were incapable of check¬ 
ing the violekcd of the fire; fo diat the whole cky was 
in danger. In this confufion the viceroy himfelf came 
thither, and the commodore Was fent fof to afibrd hk 
afliftance, being told he might take what ipeafurcs he 
fhould think moft prudent in the prefent emergency. 
He, upon this meffage, went a fecond time, taking 
with him about 40 people, who in fight of the whole 
dty, exerted themfelves after fo extraordinary a maiw 
ner, as was, in that country, without example. By 
their activity and refolution the fire was foon extinguifli- 
ed, to the amazement of the Chinefe: and the ieamen^ 
notwithftanding their daring behaviour, efcaped with 
HO other injuries, than fome bruifes. 

In this fire were confumed 100 iliops and eleven 
ftreets, full of warehoufes; fo that the lofs' amounted 
to an immenfe fum. One of the Chinefe merchants^ 
well known to the Englilh, whofe name was SuCcoy, 
for his own ihare loft 200,000 1 . While the fire was in 
its height, fome of the moft confiderable merchants 
came to Mr. Anfon, todefire he would let each of them 
have one of his foldiers; as they called them, to guard 
their warehoufes, which, from the known diftionefty of 
die populace, they feared would be pillaged in the tu¬ 
mult. Mr. Anfon granted their re^eft; and the men thtn 
employed, behaved fo well, that the merchants highly 
applauded their diligence and fidelity. 

Next morning, many of the principal inhabitants 
^aited upon the commodorei to thank him for hk 
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afTiftance, and frankly owned, that he had preferved 
their city from being totally con famed. Soon after a 
meifage came to the commodore from the viceroy, 
appointing the 30th of November for his audience. 
This was a circnmftance, with which Mr. Anfon was 
much pleafed, fince he was fatisfied, they had agreed 
to give up their preten^ns to the duties claimed, and 
were willing to grant him all he could reafonably 
exped. 

^t ten in the morning, on the day appointed, a 
Mandarin came to the commodore, to let him know 
that the viceroy was prepared : on which, he and his 
retinue iet out immediately. At the outer gate of the 
city he found a guard of 200 foldiers ready to receive 
him i thefe attended him to the great parade before the 
emperor's palace, where the viceroy rehded. In this 
place a body of 10,000 troops were drawn up under 
arms, and new cloathed. The commodore, with his 
retinue paffed thro' the middle of them; and then was 
conduced to the great hall of audience, where the 
viceroy fat under a rich canopy, in the emperor's 
chair of ftate, with all his council of Mandarins at¬ 
tending. The commodore was placed in a vacant feat, 
the third in order from the viceroy; there being only 
two chiefs of the law, and of thh treafury, who* had the 
precedency. 

When the commodore was feated, he addreffed 
htmfdf to the vkeroy by his interpreter *, and begaa. 
with the various method he had formerly taken to 

• 7 hisperfon^ fwho^ upon the pre/ent occafion^ and many 
ntbersy <was offingular firvice to the commodore, bad been 
left at CantoUy *wben ayoutb, by the late captain Rigby- 
^be leading him there, to learn the Chinefe language, .nuas 
a ftep taken by that commander, merely from a perfuafiqn of 
the confiderable aehantages,. nA}hich the Eafl India com^ 
pany might one day receive from an Rnglijh interpreter- 
f bey called him Mr, Flint i and be repeated before^ the 
•viceroy *what <was gi^enAn charge by Mr, Anfon, <with 
great boldnefs,. and, doubtlefs, njoith exa€inefs% 

' P p 3 pre^ 
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^ocure an audience. On mentioning this, die vice¬ 
roy interrupted the interpreter; bidding him tell Mr. 
Anfon, that the hrft intelligence he reoeiTed was from 
his laft letter. Mr. Anfon th&a told hiin, that the 
ftr^eds of Great Britain, trading to China, had com¬ 
plained to him of the vexations and impofitsons, both 
of the merchants and inferior ofiicers, to whkh they 
were obliged to fubmit, by reafon of the difficulty cw 
getting accefs to the Mandarins, who alone could 
^antniem tedrefs,; and that k was his duty, as an 
officer of the king of Great Britain, to lay before hi$ 
excellency the gnevances of the Britiffi fub^db i which 
he hoped the viceroy would take into confiderarion, 
■and give orders, that hereafter there ffiould he no jud 
reaffin for complaint. Here Mr. Anion dopped, in ex- 
pediation of an anfwer: but nothing being faid, the 
commodore aiked the interpreter, if the viceroy un- 
derftood what he had urged. The int^reter replied, 
he was certain he did; and believed no anfwer would 
be made. Mr. Anfon then repreiented to die viceroy 
the cafe of the |hip itadingfield, which, having lod her 
mads on the coaft of China, had arrived in the rive^of 
Cantona little time before; ccunplaining that the people 
on board her had been greatfuferers by the fire; ami 
that the captain, in particular, had all his goods burnt; 
having alfo lod, in the confufion, a cheii of tres^e, 
contaming 4500 tahel, which were fuppofed to be 
dolen by the Chinefe boat-men. To this the viceroy 
made anfwer, that in fettling the emperOr’-s cuftoms 
for that ffiip, fome abatement ffiould be made for his 
- lolfes. 

The commodore having now difpatched the bufi- 
• nefs with which the officers of die India company 
hadintrufted him; he acquainted the viceroy, that the 
proper feafon was now fet, ffir his returning to Europe, 
and that he wanted a licence to ffiip off his provifions 
. and ftores, which were all ready; addmg, that as 
foon as they ffiould be got on board, h^ would leave 
Canton, and make the bed of his way to England. 
The viceroy replied, his licence ffiould be immematdy 
I c . granted. 
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granted, and every thing ordered on board the next day. 
After this, the viceroy, in civil terms, acknowledged 
how much the Chinefe were obliged to him for his ^ 
fignalfervices at die fire, and owned that he had faved 
the city fnom deibudion; clofing his cUfcourfe with 
wiihinethe commodore a profperou^voyage. 

As moQ as the commodore was out of the hall, he 
IVas ficongly importuned to go into another apartment, 
iwhere an entertainment was provided; and being in¬ 
formed that the viceroy was not prefent, he did not 
accept the invitadon, but returned; beii^ attended in 
the fame manner as at his arrival, and was fainted 
with three guns, which are as many as, in that country, 
are ever fired on any ceremony. Thus, Mr. Anfon, at 
iaft, fihiihed this troublefome affair, to his entire 
iatis^uftion r but, tho' this was a point of importance, 
he was more particularly attentive to the precedent 
cfkablifhed on this occafion; by which his majefiy'S 
« fiitps of war are, for the future, exempted firom 
.all demands of duty in any of the ports of China. 

Purfuant to the viceroy's promife, dus provifions. 
Zee, begun to be fent on bWd the next day, and 
werefo fbon compleated, that, on the 7th of December, 
eke Centunon with her prsxe unmoored, and pafTed 
thro' the £occa Tygris on the 10th; when the igarrifon 
afiEeded to fhew thmnfdves as much as poflible; which 
‘ wefu^pofed was to induce us to think more reverenti/ 
of their military power; tho' fome of our <d>fervers, 
fibm the appearance their armour, affirmed, that 
indead of fieel, it was compoied only of a fort of 
glittering paper. 

On the lath we anchored before Macao, where the 
commodore fold the prize to fome merchants there, for 
booo dollars; and having before learnt from the En- 
glifh merchantvfhips at Canton, that the war with 
Spain was dill continued, he refolved to make all 
poffible expedition in getting home. On the 3d of 
January they anchored at Prince's ifland, in thedreights 
of Sonda, to wood and water; and on the 1 ith of 
March ar^ve 4 at tte Cape of Good Hope. Hm the 
.... coinmo* 
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commodore entered about forty new men, and on the 
3d of April pot again to fea. By the 12th of June 
they got hght of the Lizzard, and on the 15th came 
fafe to an anchor at Spithead. Thus was this Toyage 
€nifhed, which lafted three years and nine months. 

We are now a^the clofe of this chapter, in which 
oiir hiftory of the circumnavigators will be completed ; 
bat before we conclude, it moft be obfenred, that, 
notwithftanding this expe^don was not attend^ with 
fo great fuccefs as nught be expected; yet, ft plainly ap¬ 
pears, that, if the commodore's whole fquadronhad got 
round with him into the South Seas, he would have 
been able to have done much mater things than. any 
of our commanders have hitherto in thofe parts per¬ 
formed. It is fufficiendy obvious how different an 
afpe^ this expedidon bore at its firft appointment in the 
beginning of January, from what it had when the 
fquadron left the channel in the end of September fol¬ 
lowing, by the various incidents which occurred in that 
interval. Inflead of having young and able feamen, 

. which dte commodore was at firu promifed, he was 
obliged to retain thofe who were old and infirm: and a 
deficiency of 300 men in the numbers of his crews, 
was no otherwife made up to hiin, than by fending on 
board 170, the greateil part of whom were difeharged 
from hofpitals, or new-raifed marines, who had never 
been at fea before. The land forces allotted him were 
ftill more difadvantageous to his purpofe; for inflead 
of three independent companies, he was forced to put 
up with 470 invalids and marines, ^part wore out with 
age and infirmities, and the other part rendered ufelefs 
by their ignorance of duty. Nor was the diminution 
of the ftrength of his fquadron the greateil inconveni- 
ency that attended thefe alteradons: for the difficulties 
which they daily produced, occafioned a delay, and 
waile of time that was the caufe of all the difafiers, to 
which this, enterprize was afterwards made liable; for 
by this means th^ were obliged to make the paffage 
round Cape Horn in the moft tempeftuous feafon of 
the year. To this delay alfo, may be juftly attributed 
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the reparation of theTquadron ; the gfcat lofs of the 
men, and the inEunineiit danger of tne commodore’s . 
own dcfhu^on'. ' ^ 

Upon the whole, therefore, tve would have the 
reader remark, that, if the commodor^ was difappoint- 
cdj on Ms'firft ifettingOut, of the forte he cxpeAed; 
of the proper feafon to pot out to fea; and was after¬ 
wards ruined‘by florins and difeafes; what fhall we 
fay to his taking feveral valuable prizes, iii the South 
Seas, and to his fadking Payta; When he was incapable 
of making any vigorous refinance? Again, if after 
thw longcruife in therSouih Seas their diftrefles oblig- 
ed them to take fhelter in the ifland of Tinian; if the 
lying at Macao was attended with inconveniencies; if 
the taking the Spanifh galleon be a thing almoll incre¬ 
dible, confidering the fmall number of men die com¬ 
modore had in the Centurion, and the condition they 
wnfe in; if the difficulties they met with in the river of 
Canton, and the danger he run in vifiting the viceroy; 
if the glorious flruggle he there made to exempt Biitifh 
men of war from paying duty on the coaft of China, and 
the care he took of the Eaft India company’s affairs, 
arc circumflancOS worthy of regard ; who can be dif- 
plfeafcd* with his proceedings? But farther, was not his 
perilous navigation from Canton to Portfmouth, with 
a company of men, or rather boys, compofed of diffe¬ 
rent nations, and in the midfl of a French war, fill! 
more amazing? What does all this prove? Why as ill 
this was, next under God, owing to the wife condu^ 
of the commanding officer, it certainly proves, that if 
a right chdice be made of commanders, there are no 
dangers, no difficulties, but what may be over- 
cdm^. 

Fdr a mtftefuH and pafticutor account of the uncommon 
incident}f and njery Jingular na<vdl atchiemementSy njchich 
attended the dferations 6f comtHodore Anfdn, nonjo lord 
Anfon’s fquadroni njoe fiall refer the reader to the 
narrative voritten hj the reverend Mr, R. Walter, 
chaplain (f his Majeff s Jhip the Centurion, vohich ap^ 
fern ta be taken jrom his lotdJhip\ evm paperSy and is 

printed 
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printed for Mejf, John and Paul Knapton's^ in Ludgate 
S trcct, to *wbicb fwork^ as well as to tbofi of Dr. Harris, 
Bulkley, Pafcoe Thomas, Cummins, Campbd, &c. 
&C. this ahJiraSl of his voyage may ferve for a proper 
index or fummary of the njubole. 

Having therefore been obliged, to confult a multi- 
plicity of authors, in compiling this little hiilory; and 
at the fame time, taken particular care to omit nothing 
material, nor to infert any thing fuperfluous; it may 
be requilite to add a few reflexions on a matter very 
nearly conneXed with thefe voyages, and, as we con¬ 
ceive, not unworthy the attention of the public; as they 
tend to facilitate the pafTage round Cape Horn; which to 
us truly appears an enterprize, by no means fo difH- 
cnlt, or dangerous, as, by fome, is reprefented. The 
principal fource of all the misfortunes which our ad¬ 
venturers have encountered in this navigation; has been 
entirely owing to their unfeafonable departure from 
England. To prevent thefe difafters for the future, we 
would advife the commanders of all fhips which are 
bound to the Pacific Ocean, never to attempt doubling 
Cape Horn, but in December and January; that is« 
the height of fummer, and even then, to run into 
6x, Of 62 djegr^j^ foutb latitude, before they ftand to 
the weflward. 

Another great embarrafTment, with which our na¬ 
vigations to the South Seas are incumbered, is, there 
being fcarcely any other place for our cruifers to refrefh 
at, on their firft entrance into that immenfe ocean at 
prefent, than the iflands of Juan Fernandez; and 
whilft we are obliged to touch on the coaft of Brafil, 
all our expeditions of that nature mull be in danger of 
proving inefleXual; as evidently appears from the 
treatment commodore Anfon met with at St. Catha¬ 
rines; notwithilanding this place has been more than 
once recommended in the courfe of this hiflory, as the 
moft convenient for the purpofe. The finding another 
port, therefore, to the fouth, where our cruimrs might 
rake in neceffary (lores for their voyages round Cape 
Horn, furely ought to be confidered 4s an affair of the 

utmoft ' 
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utmoil importance to Great Britain: for as the Spani¬ 
ards derive all that wealth, which makes them and their 
allies fo formidable in Europe, from thefe parts: it is our 
bufinefs to dillrefs them here, in cafe of a rupture; 
tho’ thefe kind of enterprizes can never be fo fuccefs- 
fully executed, as they would by fuch a difcovery. 

We already haveablind account of two places, ex¬ 
tremely well fituated for the purpofe aforementioned. 
One of which is called Pepy's iiland, which was difco- 
vered by captain Cowley, in the year 1686; the other 
is the Falkland ifles, which have been feen both by 
French and Engliih (hips. Nay, captain Woodcs 
Rogers tells us, he run along-the north eaft coall ef 
thefe iflands in the year 1708, and that they ftretclied 
two degrees in length; feemed to be good land, full 
of eafy defccnts ; were interfperfed with woods, an4 
afforded ftmc convenient harbours. To this account it 
may not be improper to remark, that the duke and 
dutcfiefs were but thirty five days from lofing fight of 
thefe iilands, to their arrival at Juan Fernandez. Now, 
as final! vefifels in times of peace are the moil proper to 
be employed in difcoveries of this nature, it is greatly to 
be wimea, that thofe right honourable noblemen, and 
eendemen, to whom the management of our naval af¬ 
fairs is committed, would order one or both thefejplaces 
to be car^uOy ^exan^inied, the whole coaft of Pata¬ 
gonia, Statendand, and Terra del Fuego, to befurveyed. 
This work would render all our fiouthem navigations 
infinite]^ more fecure; be of great confequence to this 
nation in time of war; and in all prcmability, we 
might thereby eftabHfh a commerce, and lafting cor« 
rel^ndence with the Chilian Indians. 


The END of the firji Volum% 
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Life and Adventures of Owen Tudor, Prince of 
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been tempted to commit this horrid Crime, upon the 
fuppoiition of their being able to do it fo lecrctly, 
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A Warning-Piece againft the Crime of Mur¬ 
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providential Difcoveries of fecret Murders! From 
whence it will appear, that however fecrctly they arc 

committed. 


Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Books Printed for and Sold hy W. Owenl^ 

<binmitted9 Providence will kitefpofc, and bring thcin 
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Price 5$. 

The Remarkable and Entertaining Hiftory of the 
twenty-three Years Captivity and Adventures among 
the Moors in Barbary, of Thomas Pellow, of Penryn 
in the County of Cornwall, who was taken by the 
Sallee Rovers, and carried into Sbvery to Mec[uinez,' at 
eleven Years of age. Price 5s. 
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of the beft Novels and HiHories that could be colleded 
from the beft Writers of various Countries j among 
which is the celebrated Hiftory of Theagenes and Cha- - 
riclea, allowed by all good Judges, to be the moft enter¬ 
taining and befi; calctqated Novel ever 'publiihed. In 
Two rocket Volumes. Price bound 6 s, 

.Motives and Incentives to the Love of God, 
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